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PREFACE. 



In oSering this small Manual to the Masonic world, 
the Author is actuated by no other motive than to afford 
the noble Institution of Freemasonry the same advan- 
tages which are enjoyed by other sciences in an age of 
Intellectual improvement and superior civilization. It 
has always been a popular argument against Free^ 
masonry, that the proceedings of the Order have par- 
taken of the mystery which how excusable soever in its 
peculiar observances, is not to be tolerated when applied 
to its general transactions. This argument it has been 
the wish of all thinking Masons of the present day 
to neutralize. The intelligence of the age demands a 
liberal policy, which may encourage a spirit of free 
enquiry amongst those who are disposed to question the 
claims of our science to respect ; at the same time that 
it may augment the resources of the Brethren, and 
enable them to render a satisfactory answer to those 
who may demand an account of the benefits which they 
derive from the practice of Freemasonry. 

There cannot be a doubt but much of the prosperity 
of the Order has been owing to the Freemasons' Quar- 
terly Review ; which, by offering a vehicle for recording 
its proceedings in every part of the globe, has introduced 
a spirit of emulation amongst the Lodges, to compete 
with each other in promoting the holy feelings of 
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Brotherly Love and Charity. This invaluable record 
displays moral worth and active diligence wherever it is 
found to exist, and while any^ remissness in the Masonic 
authorities receives its proper stimulus; a steady and 
regular discharge of duty produces applause. Hence 
the Craft is highly indebted to this Periodical, for the 
benefits it has conferred on the Institution ; and its pro- 
longed existence forms a striking feature in the History 
of Freemasonry at the present momentous period. It 
gradually works its way amongst the Craft; and the 
labours of its talented Editor are rewarded by the appro- 
bation of the Brethren. To this Periodical the Historian 
is indebted for his most valuable materials; and the 
annals of Maaonry, in its absence^ would be meagre and 
uninteresting. 

In the execution of this little work, the Author pro- 
fesses a strict independence of principle, and impartiality 
of action. 

Nallins addiotas^jurare in verba magistri, 

Quo me cunqne rapit tempestas, deferor hospes. 

Hob. 

Historical truth disclaims alike prejudice and par- 
tizanship; and whatever opinions the Author may enter- 
tain as an individual Mason — he has endeavoured to 
preserve the strictest neutrality as an Annalist. How 
far he may have been successful will depend on the 
opinions of his readers. He has adhered most faithfully 
to that law of the Grand Lodge, which prohibits the 
printing of any private transactions that require to be 
withheld from the public eye ; and has inserted no matter 
but what he has found inserted in the printed Quarterly 
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Commnnications of the Grand Lodge, or other sourceB 
equally available for the purposes of discussion and 
remark. 

With this avowal, the work is committed to the judg- 
ment of the Craft ; and, it is hoped, will be found not 
altogether uninteresting, as a detail of Masonry in its 
most palmy and prosperous state. 



WOLVXBHAHPTON, 

January, 1841. 
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CHAP I 

Hisiary if Masonry Jram the Year 1829 to 1834^ 

If we revert to the times when Freemaaonry took a 
decided position amongst the Institutions of tUs conntry 
by the revival of the Grand Lodge in London, aboat 
the commencement of the eighteenth century, after the 
Ancient Grand Lodge at York had discontinued its meet- 
ings, and only four Lodges were to be found within the 
bills of mortality, we shall contemplate a fraternity con 
structed on a model different from the Freemasonry of our 
own times. The Brethren of that day were proud of their 
knowledge — jealous of their privileges—and over sensi- 
tive lest the peculiar secrets of the Order should be 
exposed to the profane gaze of the vulgar. Hence, in 
1718, when the Grand Lodge promulgated an edict for 
the production of masonic papers and records, that the 
ancient usages and charges of Masonry might be ascer- 
tained and restored ; a powerful party, headed by Brother 
Nicholas Stone, one oi the Grand Wardens under Inigo 
Jones, was arrayed against the measure. It was consid- 
ered, not merely an infringement on the privileges of the 
fraternity, but a dangerous expedient, affording a {)reo6» 
dent for a multiplication of papers on this forbidden 
subject; and placing the customs and mysteries of the 
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Institution at the mercy of those who opposed their 
principles, and turned their practice into ridicule. And 
when Dr. Anderson received mstructions from the Grand 
Master to prepare a Book of Constitutions for the press, 
the adverse party took the alarm ; and, under a dread of 

Sublic exposure, committed their manuscripts to the 
ames. 

This occurred at a period when the people of England 
were unenlightened by education and scieuce. A great 
moral revolution has been effected in our own times, by 
the spread of general knowledge ; and the Institution of 
Freemasonry keeps pace with the onward march of social 
improvement. Dunng the present century it has become 
so universally prevalent as to spread over the face of the 
whole earth. It has its seat amongst Princes ; and is 
patronized hj throned monarchs, and their chief nobility 
in every region under the canopy of heaven. In our 
own land, its Grand Master is also the patron of almost 
all the literary and scientific societies which shed a lustre 
on the present times. A century ago Freemasonry was 
but just emerging from the obscurity in which the ages 
of ignorance and bigotry had overwhelmed it. The veil 
had scarcely been removed in England; and in other 
parts of the globe it was little known, even by name ; 
now it flourishes abundantly in every clime where there 
are men to practise it. A centurjr ago scrupulous Breth- 
ren knew so little of the true pnnciples of the Craft, as 
to destroy their manuscripts, lest the world should 
become acquainted with the nature and design of our 
association ; now, we are anxious to show the world the 
general principles of the Order ; and for that purpose we 
have numerous publications on Freemasonry, whose 
existence has effected for it an universal respect amongst 
those who have not had the advantage of initiation into • 
our mysteries, and we possess a well conducted periodi- 
cal to record our proceedings ; to show mankind the real 
tendency of our secrets ; and to disseminate amongst the 
Brethren a knowledge of the philosophy and science 
which are preserved in the institution. 

A century ago Freemasonry had no permant Charities, 
to lighten the sorrows of the destitute orphan, or to 
make the widow's heart sing for joy ; now we have not 
only a fund of Benevolence for the distressed Mason or 



VBBEMASOimT. 



S 



his widow; and Schools where the male and female 
orphans of our deceased Brethren are clothed, and fed, 
and instructed — ^where, to the comforts of this world, is 
added a knowledge of the preparation necessary to fit 
them for another and a better; but we have also a pro- 
vision for the permanent relief of distresses occasioned 
by unmerited misfortune or old age ; and an Asylum is 
projected, which, like the Hospitals of Chelsea and 
Greenwich, is intended to be a refuge from the storms of 
life to the worthy and upright Mason, whom misfortune 
may have reduced, or adrersity deprived of a home in the 
winter of his life. A centurv ago, the philosophy of 
Masonry was very imperfectly understood; now the 
Brethren emulate each other m literary pursuits; and 
thus the Lodges are elevated into schools for moralil^ 
and science; where intelligent Masters dispense their 
instruction with ability and zeal ; where the advance of 
moral and social improvement tends to enlighten the 
mind and soften the manners; and imparts to the well- 
taught Mason a decided advantage in the discharge of his 
duties as a member of civil society. 

Such being the present state of feeling amongst a large 
and influential portion of the fraternity, its history 
assumes a character of unusual interest, it is no longer 
confined to the naked details of a few insulated facts and 
ceremonies, unaccompanied by commentary, and unem- 
bellished by investigations which may determine their 

Eropriety or impolicy, for the instruction of the future ; 
ut the historian may venture, in these times of liberality 
of sentiment and free discussion, to speculate on the le- 
gislation of the masonic authorities, without the dread of 
official censure on the one hand, or the private and more 
formidable reprehension of the fraternity on the other. 

At the Quarterly Communication in March, 1829, His 
Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of 
Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, K. G., &c., 
dbc., was unanimously re-elected Grand Master of Masons, 
and proclaimed and saluted according to ancient form. 

In this year several important points of discipline were 
agitated amongst the Brethren, which claim a place in 
the History of the Craft. Much argument was used in 
the Provincial Lodges respecting the indiscriminate 
admission of members; and some places unfortunately 
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exhibited great latitude in this partidular, to the essen- 
tial inj ury of the Order. Persons were initiated who found 
a difficulty even in raising the accustomed fee, and they 
soon became a burden on the Charities. One general 
rule on this point ought to be punctually observed, as it 
is not the external but the internal qualifications of a 
man which Masonry regards. None ought to be permit- 
ted tq tread the holy ground of a Mason's Lodge but the 
virtuous and the good ; and those Brethren of a Lodge 
will certainly betray a most sacred trust, if any person 
who is deficient in the discharge of those duties which 
the conventional usages of society require, in the charac- 
ter of a parent or child, friend or neighbour, magistrate 
or subject, be allowed to intrude into their society. The 
propositiqn of every candidate comes deliberately from 
some subscribing member, and it is a personal disgrace to 
himself, as well as an injury to the community, if he 
endeavours to introduce an improper person. The ques- 
tion is afterwards submitted to the vote of all the Breth- 
ren, after they have had full opportunity of enquiry, and 
no one ought to give his consent to such admissdon ; for 
it is an act of treachery aqd unfaithfulness to the society 
at lar^e : and the consequence would be most calami- 
tous^ if such a practice were universally adopted — and 
would stamp the Order with certain degradation in the 
estimation of mankind. 

To promote the efficacy of Freemasonry, and to carry 
on it» operations with vigour, it is necessary that the 
periodical payments be made with regularity and preci- 
sion. This remark applies not only to private Lodges, 
but to the Grand Lodge by which the dignity of the 
Craft is supported, and its benefits displayed to the 
world. Its great charities are cliiefly maintained by co»* 
tributions and fees of honour, and the Fund of Benevo- 
lence, which derives its efficacy entirely from this source, 
thus realizes an average income amounting to more than 
j£1000 a year. The Grand Lodge, therefore, is fully 
Justified in the exercise of severity towards those Lodges 
which neglect to make their payments promptly, or con- 
tinue to withhold the arrears of quarterage after repeated 
admonitions. In the spring of 1829 the Board of Finance 
having reported that several Lodges had neglected, for a 
long time past, to make their returns and remittances^ 
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ponrnant to the laws of Hbe Craft, notwithstan^ng 
repeated wplications had been made to them for that 
purpose : it was o^ered tiiat the said Lodges be writ- 
tea to, reqtiiring that their returns and payments be 
nnade by the undermentionedperiods ; or in default 
tiiereof, that the Masters and Wardens of those Lodges 
neglecting, do show cause, at the respectiye meetings^ 
why their warrants should not be declared forfeited, and 
theur Lodges erased, ytx. : 

Those Lodges in England or the Channel IslandA— «t Ihe Qnnd 
Lodge in June next — Those in the West Indies — at the Grand Lodge 
in September next — ^Those in the East Indies — at the Grand Lodge 
ia September, 1880. 

The year 1829 was distinguished by the privilege 
which His Royal Highness graciously conferred on Past 
Grand Stewards, of wearing an honorary Jewel ; and an 
appropriate design was submitted at the Quarterly Com- 
munication in September* The Grand Master stated, that 
he approved the design for a medal to be worn by Brethren 
who had served the office of Steward to both the Chari- 
ties, viz. : The Royal Freemasons' Female School, and 
the Masonic Listitution for Clothing and Educating thg 
Sons of deceased and indigent Freemasons, and that 
those Brethren, who had so served both stewardships, 
and are desirous of possessing the medal, must communi- 
cate their wish 4o His Royal Highness, through the 
Grand Secretary, on or before the Ist of February next, 
that the numbers wanted may be ascertained, because 
the price to oe charged for the medal must necessarily 
depend upon the numbers stiuck off ; that is to say, the 
greater the number, the smaller will be the cost of each 
medal. 

To render this honour the more conspicuous, the 
Grand Master remarked, that he had observed recently, 
some Brethren wearing jewels or medals designating 
their particular Lodges, such jewels not having been 
sanctioned by the Grand Lodge; which proceraing ia 
contrary to the regulations of the Craft. His Royal 
Highness, however, refrained from naming the individu- 
als, in the hope that this notice would be sufficient t9 
cause a discontinuance of the irregularity. 

In the year 1830, our Royal Patron King George the 
2 
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Foorth died. Now according to the practice of old 
Maaons, Kings and other male soverei^, when made 
Masons, are Grand Masters, by prerogative, during life ; 
and appoint a deputy, or approve of his election, to pre- 
side over the Fraternity with the title and honours of 
Grand Master ; but if the Sovereign is a female, or not a 
Brother, or a Junior under a Regent, not a Brother; or 
if the male Sovereign or the Regent, though a Brother, 
is negligent of the Craft; then the old Grand Officers 
may assemble the Grand Lodge in due form, to elect a 
Grand Master, to be annually re-chosen while it is mutu- 
ally agreeable." 

Accordinglv, at an especial Grand Lodge, holden 17th 
July, 1830, the Grand Master addressed tiie Brethren on 
the great loss which the Craft had sustained by the de- 
cease of his late Majesty, King George the Fourth, who 
had so long and anxiously afforded his support and pro- 
tection to the Order, first as Grand Master, and subse- 
quent! v as Patron ; and stated that he had ordered this 
Special Grand Lodffe to be convened, for the purpose 
of considering an Address to be presented to his present 
Majesty, upon the melancholy event ; at the same time 
to congratulate his Majesty upon his accession to the 
Throne, and to implore His Majesty's protection as 
Patron of the Craft. 

His Royal Highness then read the draft of an Address, 
which he submitted for the consideration of the Grand 
Lodge, as foUows : — 

««To the King's Most Excellent Mijesty. 
Most GradiouB SoYereign, 

We, YOur Muesty'8 most dulifal and faithfbl iubjeots, the Grand 
Master, Depttt7 Grand Maater, Officers, and Brethren, of the United 
Grand Lodfle of Free and Accepted Masons of Eng^d, widi all 
hnmility ana respect approach your Bojal presence. 

We hsYc a two-ibld daty to perform — as loyal and obedient sub- 
jects of your M^est7» we are bound to express our heartfelt oon- 
mtnlations at the accession of ^our Majesty to the Throne of tins 
United ELingdom of Great Britam and Ireland ; whilst, as Brethren 
of the Craft, we most humblj request your Majesty to accept our 
■inceie condolence on the deatii of your Miyesty's illustrious and 
immediate predecessor. 

By this afflicting CYent, your Muestyhas been depriYed of a 
bebYed and affectionate Brother, and the members of our Fraternity 
hsYe to deplore the loss of the Grand Patron of their Order, under 
whose auspices they had attained a hei^ of prosperity Idliierto 
meamplea iaour mnaonio annals. 
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These are not the wordB of anmeaninff adulation, Init the ffonmne 
tribate of a faithful Brotherhood, from whose hearts the reo<meotion 
of past favours can never be effoced. 

**We are emboldened, perhaps, and enoooiaged in the fordier 
deliTery of our sentiments by the mtifjing oonsounnness tiiatf 
among the most illustrious members of our Oraer, tiie name of jour 
Mi^esty has, hanpilj for us, long been enrolled;^ nor has jour 
Majest^ disdainea to take, at yarious times, an active part In the 
more unmediate concerns of the Fraternity. 

'*May we, then, in all humilitj, presume to soficit firam jour 
Majestj that same patronage of the Craft which our late revered 
Monarch was graciously pleased to bestow upon us ? 

"In the steadiness ox our lojalty and affection towards jour 
Majesty's person, we feel justiy confident that we yield to none of 
your Majesty's subjects. 

*^ We can appeal, in this respect, to joor Majesty's intimate know* 
ledge of our masonic pursuits. We feel assured that a speculative 
inquiry into the customs of antiquity — ^into the origin and pirogress 
of every liberal and useful art, which constitutes the very essence 
of Masonry— win never, in your Mijesty's opinion, disqualify thtf 
true Mason from being considered a good and virtuous member of 
society. 

•* In the public declaration of your Majesty's sentiments we pos- 
sess the surest pledge of that conduct which, under Providence, will 
oontinually lead to and effectually mamtam the Peace and consequent 
Happiness oi tiie whole community^ Your Ma^ty has therein 
graciously referred to the circumstance of a hfe passed in the 
service of your country, in faithful obedience and entire subjec- 
tion to your Sovereign. But, if a due submission to authority is the 
wisest preparation for tlie exercise of authority oree others, then 
indeed we may look with confidence to the excellence of your 
M^esty's Bule, since, in the person of your Majesty, will be realized 
tiie saying of antiquity — * that he is best qualified to govern who has 
best known how to obey.' 

'* In conclusion, then, we venture once more, in all humility, t» 
solicit ^our Midesty's gracious assent to the petitiomng Prayer of our 
fratermtj ; and nothing now remains for us but to implore the Great 
Architect of the Universe, the Author and Giver of all Good, that he 
may be pleased to bestow His choicest blessings on your Mi^esty's 
head, and to establish, in strength and righteousness, the Throne of 
your Kingdom." 

To this address the following answer was returned by 
His Majesty's Secretary for the Home Department: — 

"Whitehall. July 28, 1830. 
i< gir, — have the honour to inform your Royal Highness that His 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to signify his consent to be the 
Pation of the Umted Grand Lodge of Andent Free and Aooepted 
Masensof England. 

"I am, Sir, 

"Tour Soyal Highness's dutifid and obedient Servant| 
(Signed) "ROBERT PEEI*»» 

**Wb Bojtl Hii^meM the Duke of Sussex." 



Some confusion occurred at the G-rttnd Festivial holden 
ita Mar6h, 1S31> which induced His Royal Highness the 
Grand Master to exercise his authority for the purpose of 
preventing the recurrence of scenes which appeared to 
reflect duwredit on the Order* A soag was sung by one 
of the professional Glee Singers in the Ladies' Room, 
which was supposed to have a political bias, in conse- 
quence of whicn an interruption ensued, which , discom- 
posed the ^rooeedin^, and out a period to the harmony 
and good feeling which had always formed the leading 
characters of these meetings. No immediate notice was 
taken of the matter; but it formed the subject of future 
proceedings, which proclaimed the strict sense of justice 
and. decorum which actuated His Royal Highness in dis- 
charging the duties attached to his high situation. 
. Freemasonry in the Provinces was progressing at this 
time with gradual but sure effect. The most gratifying 
intelligence was communicated periodically amongst the 
Brethren of Provincial Meetings, and important transac- 
tions of private Lodgesj which, though not of sufficient 
weight to introduce into a general History of Masonry, 
yet shew the spirit by which the Brethren were actuated 
at this stirring period. Many Provincial Grand Masters, 
with their Deputies and Officers, evinced a zeal which 
did them honour; and eminent Masons in many of the 
Provinces exerted themselves to carry into effect the true 
principles of the Order, by inspiring their Lodges with a 
taste U>T the philosophy of the science, and a substitution 
of extended labour for extended refreshment. 

At the quarterly communication of March, 1831, ihe 
Grand Master stated to the Brethren that having learned 
it was the wish of Masters of Lodges, that he should 
record his opinion on l^e proper Rule to be observed in 
the election and installation of the Master of a Lodge; 
Hie Royal Highness was pleased to declare that it was 
necessary^ previous to such installation, that the minutes 
of the preceding Lodge should be read and confirmed ; 
after wnich, the naual ceremonies of swearing in and 
placinff the W. Master in the chair .were to be performed. 
Should the minutes not be confirmed, then the summons 
issued for the following regular meeting of the Lodge 
must set forth that the Brethren would proceed to elect 
a new Master, and on the confirmation ot those minutes 
at the next ordinary Lodge-night, as provided in the 
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Book of Constitutions, sec. 2, the installation of the 
new Master might be legally performed. 

The Board of General Purposee reported, at the Grand 
Lodge in June, 1631, that a complaint having been pre* 
ferred by^ the Lodge of Benevolence^ against the Lodge 
No. 335, for having attached to the Petition of the Widow 
of a late Brother, a certificate that the deceased Brother 
had been twelve years a subscribing member to that 
Lodge, while it appears from the Grand Lodge Books, 
that he has b^en only three years a member^ the Master 
and Wardens of that Lodge were summoned to attend 
the Board with their l^ooks, which they accordingly didl 
Upon an inspection of the books, it appeared that th6 
deceased Brother was initiated in 1800, that he paid two 
quarters from that date ; and at subsequent penods, but 
very irregularly, he paid thre^e years and three quarters, 
more ; making together four years and a quarter, the last 
of such payments being in 1812. The W. Master stated, 
in explanation, that upon referring to the^^opks, when 
the petition was laid before the Lodge, it was found that 
the Brother had been initiated in 1800, and made his last 
paynftent in 1812 ; it was, therefore, concluded that he had 
been twelve years a member, and the certificate was 
signed accordingly. The Board, feeling that this pro- 
ceeding manifested a great want of attention on the part 
^ the Officers of the Lodge, calculated to mislead the 
Lodge of Benevolence ; it was resolved, that the Master 
be severely reprimanded for this irregularity, and cau- 
tioned that his Lodge be more circumspect in future. 

In September, His Royal Highness was requested to 
superintend the deposition of the foundation stone of a 
new building to be erected in Agarnstreet, Strand, and 
to be called the Charing Cross HospitaL This paH of 
the metropolis is thickly peopled, and accidents on the 
River Thames are of frequent occurrence, with no similar 
institution within a convenient distance. The utility of 
such a charity being thus obvious. His Royal Highness 
graciously consented; and for this purpose opened a 
Grand Lodge in the Vestiy Room, near the parish 
Church of Saint Martin's, Westminster; where he was 
attended by His Grace the Duke of Leinst^r, Grand 
Master of Ireland; Lord Dunda«, D. G. M. ; James Agar, 
P. D. G. M. ; Lord George Lennox, S. G. W. ; Lord H. 
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John Churclull, J. O. W.; Earl Ferrew, P. O. M. fiwr 
Staffordshire ; as well as all the Grand Officers Present 
and Past; several Provincial Urand Masters; and the 
Masters and Wardens of many private Lodges. 

The procession was then formed, and moved in tiie 
following order, viz. : 

Police officers. 
Military Band of Mosic 
Two Tylers. 

sS^J The Banner of the Grand Lodge, \g^^ 

i The Wardens, Past Masters, and Masters of the several Lodges, } 
( according to Rank, Juniors walking first $ 

Officers of Grand Stewards' Lodge. 
The Architect with the Plans. 

(A Cornucopia, with Corn, borne by the ^ 
Master of a Lodge. ( Grand 

Two Ewers, with Wine and Oil, borne by f Steward, 
the Master of a Lodge. • j 

Grand Organist. 

G. Superintendant of Works. G. Director of Ceremooies. 

Past Grand Sword Bearers. 

Past Grand Deacons. 
Grand Deacons of the Year. 
Grand Seeretair, bearing Book of Constitutions on a OoshioiL 
Gr%nd Secretary, bearmg the Plate with the Inscription for the 
Foundation Stone. 
Grand Registrar, bearing the Great Seal. 
P?ust Grand Trwwmrers. 
Gnuid TreaBorer, bearing a Phial, containing the Coins to be depodted 
in the Stone. 
Past Grand Chaplains. 
The Grand Chaplain, bearing the Sacred Law on a Ciuhioii. 
Past Grand Wardens. 
Past ProTincial Grand Masters. 
Provincial Grand Masters. 
Past Deputy Grand Masters. 
The' Corinthian Light, borne by the Master of a Lodge. 
The Column of J. G. W., borne by the Master of a Lo^. 
The Junior Grand Warden, with Plumb Rule. 
The Doric Light, borne by the Master of a Lodge. 
The Colmnn of S. G. W., borne by the Master of a Lodge, 
The Senior Grand Warden, with Level. 
^ The Deputy Grand Master, with the Square. 

!M. W. Grand Master of Iteland, His Grace the^ 
Duke of Leinster. with the Mall, used by I Grand 
Grand Master Sir Christopher Wren on layii^ | Steward, 
the Foundation Stone of St. Paul's Cathedral, j 
The Ionic Light, borne by the Master of a Lodge. 
Gnmd 5 The Banner of H. R. H. the Duke of Suasez, > Grand 
Steward, f M. W. Grand Master. ^ Steward. 
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The Grand Sword Bearer. 
Grand i H. R. H» th£ Duke of Sussex, M. W. Grand ) Grand 
Steward. ( Master. ) Steward, 

Two Grand Stewards. 
Grand $ The Standard of His Majesty King William the > Grand 
Steward. ( Fourth, Patron of the Order. \ Steward. 

Two Grand Stewards. 
Grand Tjrler. 
Stewards of the Hospital, with Wands. 
Yioe-Patrons and Vice-Presidents. 
Stewards, with Wands. 
Tmstees, Treasurers, Building Committee, and Offloers. 
Stewards, with Wands. 
Governors and Subscribers. 
Stewards, with Wanda. 
Beadles. 

When the head of the procession arrived at the place 
where it was to halt, the Brethren divided to the right 
and left, and faced inwards, forming an avenue for the 
M. W. Grand Master to pass through, preceded by the 
Steward of the Grand Patron and the Grand Sword 
Bearer, and followed by His Royal Highnesses Banner, 
the Ionic Light, the Grand Master of Ireland, Deputy 
Grand Master, and Grand Officers, who took their re- 
spective situations on the platform. The Vice-Patrons 
oi the Institution, the Vice-Presidents, and the Building 
Committee also took their places on the platform. 

The stone was then raised, and, after the lower one 
was adjusted, the Grand Secretary read, aloud, the 
inscription engraven on the brass plate. The Grand 
Treasurer then deposited the phial containing the coins 
in the cavity of the lower stone, and the Grand Secretary 
placed the inscription plate over the mouth of the cavity. 
The cement was then placed on the upper face of the 
bottom stone, and the Grand Master adjusted the same 
with a trowel handed to him for that puipose. Afber 



playing •* Rule Britannia." 

The Grand Master then proved the just position and 
form of the stone by the plumb, level, and square, which 
were successively delivered to him by the Junior and 
Senior Grand Wardens, and the Deputy Grand Master. 
Being satisfied in these particulars, His Royal Highnesa 

Save the stone three knocks with the mall, which was 
elivered by His Grace the Duke of Leinster. The 



which 




lowered 
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Cornucopia, containing the corn, and the Ewen, with, 
the i^iae and oil, were then handed to His Royal High- 
hess, who strewed the com. and poured the wine iind oil 
over the atone, with the accustomed ceremomes. The 
Grand Master having inspected the plan of the intended 
building, delivered the same to the Architect, together 
with the several tools used in proving the position of 
the stone, and desired him to proceed, without loss of 
time, to the completion of the work in conformity with 
the plan. 

The Stewards and Committee of the Hospital having 
erected a very extensive platfonn, and also seats for the 
accommodation of spectators, the ceremony was graced 
by the presence of many Ladies of Noble Families, and 
othens of distinction, with a very numerous assemblage 
of Gentlemen. 

Copy of the Inscription engniTeii on the Brass PIaOb d^[K>tit«d in th« 

Stone* 

In the Second Tear of the Reign of His 
Majestj'King William lY., 
This First Stone 
of the 
Charing Orona Hospital, 
was laid in ample masonic foim, 
on the Id^ September, 1831, 
by Hijs Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick 
Duke of Sussex, E. 6., &c., &c., &c. 
Grand Master of the Freemasons of En^aad, 
and Patron of the Inetitntion. 
Dadmns Barton, Esq., Architect 

Messrs. Howard and NLzon, Builders. 

At the. commencement of the year 1883, Sir Jphn 
Soane, Grand Superintendant of Works, reported to the 
Grand Master that he had bad the gratification to com" 
jblete, by order of the Grand Lodge, the New Masonic 
Hall, as a temple to be devoted exclusively to Masonry. 
Tkat, notwithstanding every attention to economy, con- 
sistent with the substantial erection of the building, the 
tetlay had unavoidably been considerable. But, as an 
ardeat lover of the fraternity, he was anxious to con- 
tribute his mite towards defraying the expense of a 
structure consecrated to the purposes of the Craft, and 
felt that he could not avail himseU* of a more appropriate 
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time for so doing than the anniyeraarj of the Orand 
Master's birth. And he accordingly enclosed a draft for 
•£500. At the Quarterly Communication in March, 
therefore, it was unanimously resolved, that the Grand x 
Lodge accepts with gratitude this munificent donation ; 
and whilst tenderii^ their thanks to Brother Sir John 
Soane, for this Fenewed manifestation of his liberality 
and zealous attachment to the Craft, the Grand Lodge 
cannot but record, with feeliogs of brotherly and 
affectionate regard, their esteem and approval of the 
skill and talent displayed by him in the progress and 
completion of the work. 

The attention of the Craft about this time was directed, 
by many Provincial Grand Masters, to the necessity and 
benefit which may be derived from attending to the 
authorized lectures at the stated Meetings of the Society, 
because it has been found by experience that where they 
are regularly delivered, a ftill attendance of the Brethren 
is always ensured. For this purpose they have been 
conveniently divided into sections and clauses, which 
may occasionally be entrusted to talented Brethren, at 
the will and pleasure, and under the direction of the W. 
Master. This is a practice which excites emulation, and 
produces industry amongst those who might otherwise 
be always indifferent. It encourages the timid Brethren 
to exercise and improve their dormant talent; and is 
frequently found to develope ability and zeal, which 
might have for ever remained undiscovered and unknown. 
To those who have witnessed the eagerness with which, 
even Brethren of ordinary abilities have listened to the 
masonic lecture, and the edification which it has pro- 
duced, this duty will need no recommendation. But as 
the practice of lecturing in the Provinces is very limited, 
it was thouffht not altogether useless to point out its 
cosntant and certain effects, that the Brethren might be 
induced to enter on it with spirit and alacrity. 

In many of the Country Lodges the Fellow Craft's and 
^Master Mistson's Lectures are not frequently delivered, 
and it is to be feai'ed that there are some which advance 
no farther than the simple qualification questions, or at 
most, the reasons for certain particulars in our cere- 
monials, which excite the curiosity and research of a 
newly-initiated Brother. If, however, the Brethren were 
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to consider the variety of important subjects both in 
science and morals, history, tradition, and holy legend, 
which the complete coarse of the three degrees embraces ; 
^ if they were to reflect on the sublime pathos of many 
insulated passages in them all ; and possess any taste for 
the investigation of science, and its application to the 
improvement of the human heart, they* would no longer 
delay giving up some portion of their leisut>e to the study 
and examination of the masonic lectures; and it is a 
pursuit, that, if they once fairly embarked in it, would 
prove a fund of instruction and amusement which would 
anaply repay their labour* 



numbers of Lodses had fallen into desuetude, and about 
this time surrendered their warrants. Others were erased 
from the books of the Ghrand Lodge for neglecting to 
make their periodical payments to the Fund of Benevo- 
lence ; or to account for the fees for registering newly- 
initiated Brethren. Under these circumstances, it was 
thought necessary to re-arrange the numbers; and for 
this purpose notice was given at the Quarterly Commu- 
nication in June, 1832, by the Grand Secretary, that, at 
the next Quarterly Communication, the list of Liodges, 
with the numbers altered accordingly and closed, would 
be submitted for the further order of the Grand Lodge. 
And it was accordingly ordered that the numbers of all 
the Lodges on the record of the Grand Lodge be brought 
forward in regular succession by filling up the numbers 
which are vacant, caused by the erasure of Lodges at 
various times. 

It would be invidious to enumerate the active and 
intelligent Masons who, at this period, employed their 
time and exercised their talents to promote the efficiency 
of their respective Lodges, and by their laudable and 
untiring exertions, conferred honour and popularity on 
the Craft. The applause and satisfaction or their own 
minds constitute the highest praise, and the most valuable 
reward. Their services, however, were not overlooked 
by their masonic companions; and during the present 
year, several testimonials were presented to mentorious 
Brethren ; and, amongst the rest, a Past Master's Jewel 
to Brother Begbie, on retiring from the Chair of the Nep- 
tune Lodge, No. 22 ; and a valuable silver snuff-box to 
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Brother Barnes, as an expression of the sense which was 
entertained by the Brethren of his services as Honorary 
Secretary, at the Nore Excursion, for the benefit of tha 
Boyal Masonic Institution for Boys. 

At the Quarterly Conununication in March, 1833, the 
Deputy Grand Master, Lord Dundas, informed the Breth- 
ren that he was charged by the Duke of Sussex to present 
to the Grand Lodge a marble bust of his present Majesty 
King William the Fourth, the Patron of Masonry : and, 
in the name of his Royal Highness, to request their 
acceptance of it. And also to present three gilt silver 
trowels used by the Grand Master in laying the first 
stones of the London University, the Licensed Victuallers' 
Asylum, and the Charing Cross Hospital. On which it 
was unanimously resolved, that the thanks of this Grand 
Lodge be offered to the M. W. Grand Master for these 
gracious gifts, which will ever be ranked amongst its 
most valued possessions, and furnish to the Brethren an 
additional proof of the constant regard manifested by his 
Royal Highness to the best interests of the masonic fra- 
ternity. They will remain a perpetual memorial of the 
honours and protection conferred upon the fraternity by 
having the Sovereigns of the country for its patrons, and 
a Prince for its Grand Master; whose gifts establish the 
important truth that the peculiar duties of a Freemason 
will be best performed by endeavouring to follow his 
example ; proving that every institution by which educa* 
tion may be promoted, want relieved, or calamity allevi- 
ated, may rely upon the active support and co-operation 
of the Grand Master of that Order, whose characteristic 
principle is benevolence. . 

In this year a question of great importance was decided 
in Grand Lodge. The Board of General Purposes report- 
ed, that a complaint had been preferred by a Brother 
against a Lodge in the London oistrict, alleging that he 
had been initiated therein in the year 1817 ; but that the 
Lodge had omitted to register his name with the Grand 
Lodge, and consequently that he was unable to procure 
a Grand Lodge certificate. Upon examination of the 
books of the Lodge and its returns, it appeared that the 
complaint was correctly founded. In answer to thia 
charge, the officers of the Lodge stated, that all the pre- 
sent members had joined since the period of the Brother's 
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initiatkm, and that, therefore, they did not eoneeive that 
thej ^re liable to the payment. The Grand Lodge 
however, entertained a different view of the ease ; and it 
was resolved, that every Lodge is responsible for the 
payment of all register fees and dues which they had 
received, and that no lapse of time can exonerate a Lodge 
from such liability. The Board, therefore, ordered the 
payment of the register fees, which the Lodge paid 
accordingly. 

In September, 1833, His Royal Highness the Grand 
Master was graciously pleased to honour the Lodges at 
Nottingham with a visit; for which purpose a Grand 
Ladge being convened, was numerously attended by 
Brethren from the adjoining provinces of Lincoln, Leices- 
ter, Warwick, and Derby, from a sense of duty to His 
Royal Highness as well as anticipated gratification to 
themselves. 

Present ; 

His Rotal Higsness Princb Augustus Frederick Duhb or 
Sussex, K.G., &0m &c., &c. M.W.G.M., on the Throne. 

R. W. Bro. Colonel Thomas Wildman, Prov. G. M. for Nottingham- 
shire, as D.G.M. 

V. W. Bro. W. F. N. Norton, Proy. 8.O.W.. as S.G.W. 

V. W. Bro. John Strong, Prov. J.G.W., ajs J.G.W. 

E. W. Bro. Right Hon. Lord EancM, Prov. G.M. for Leicester- 
shire. 

B. W. Bro. Sir Proderick G. Powke, Bart., P.S.G.W. 
K» W. Bro. Lord H. J. Spenoer Churchill, P.S.G.W. 
V. W. Bro. I. M. B. Pigot, D. Prov. G.M. for Nottingham. 
V. W. Bro. William H. White, G.S. 

V. W. Bro. The Rev. Luke Jackson, Prov. G. Chaplain for Notts. 
V. W. Bro. J. Smith Wright,.Prov. G. Treasurer. 
V. W. Bro. Henry Percy, Prov. G. Registrar. 
V. W. Bro. Edward Percy, Prov. G. Secrotary. 

W. Bro. Sansom, Prov. S.G.D. 

W. Bro. Ludham, Prov. J.G.D. 

W. Bro. James Fellows, Prov. G. Director of Ceremonies. 
W. Bro. Thomas Danks, Prov. G. Sword Bearer. 
W. Bro. Captain R. H. Pigot, R.N.G. Pursuivant. 
The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of various Lodges. 

At this Grand Lodge an address was presented to the 
Grand Master, by Colonel Wildman, as Deputy Grand 
Master, which stated, that *• the Brethren gladly embraced 
the opportunity thus afforded them of expressing to His 
Royal Highness how deeply they appreciated that frater- 
nal eoontenance and support, which, as members of the 
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Oftft, th^ bave ever received frmm him. Being fully 
confident, that tmder the benefits of sticfa infinenoe and 
example, tiie myfirtic^ ancient, and umveraaHy extended 
Order in which they had been enrolled, will not only in 
this province, but in every other under Hig Royal High<» 
nesfli's guidance and control, continue to maintain the 
exalted position it has already attained, and spread wider 
and wider those blessings which it is so well calculated to 
confer upon mankind." 

To which address His Royal Highness was pleased to 
return the following answer 

E. W. Prov. Grand Master, Deputy Pror. Grand Master, Proy 
Ghrand Wardens, and Brethren of the Pror. Grand Lodge of the 
County of Nottingham: — I aooept with groat pleasure your expres* 
flioius of devotion to the. Graft, and of attachment and oon£denos 
in, me. 

It is only upon the assurance of the existence of such fbefings, that 
I can either expect to govern the fratemitpr, or hope to preserve ihat 
harmony so neoeesaxy to the reapeotahihty, the luamony, and the 
prospenty of our Society. 

May the Great Architect of the Univerae, under whose protection 
we are here assembled this day, bless all your undertakings, till time 
shall be no more. 

From the Quarterly Commnnications of the Grand 
Lodge for the year 1833, we gather the gratifying intel- 
ligence, that Freemasonry was improving in its finances, 
and that the masonic Charities were unnsually active; 
affording comfort and relief to the widow and orphan who 
were destitute of consolation from other sources; while 
the aged and distressed Freemason, who, through una^ 
voidable misfortune, had been exposed to want, sicknessi 
infirmity, and disease, found his heart cheered and bis 
necessities supplied by the unostentatious bounty of those 
worthy Brethren who had shared in his prosperity, or 
who had united with him in happier diQrs to trace 
wisdom, and to follow virtue upon the sjicred floor of the 
Lodge. Various sums were voted to deserving objects 
by the Board of Benevolence ; while the Provincial Grsmd 
Lodges were not backward in aiding the kind designs of 
private charity, to relieve the poor membera of their 
respective bodies. ^ 

In all tames, from the establishment of Freemasonry 
in its present form, the Craft has been so far identified 
witii Operative Masonry, as to be requested to affiird its 
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aMistanoe, at the ceremony of laying the foundatioB 
■tones of public edifices. This distinction is tacitly con- 
ceded to the fraternity as a matter of courtesy if not of 
right. And it is a custom which has kept Freemasonry 
constantly before the public, as an institution of general 
utility connected with the usages and observances of 
social life. As a body the fraternity attract attention by 
the display which is indispensable on these occasions ; 
and inspire respect by the order and decorum which char- 
acterize their general deportment. The rites of religion 
always forming a constituent part of the ceremonial, 
enlists the sj^mpathies of thinking men in our behalf and 
the association of prayer becomes indelibly linked with 
the formality of depositing the stone of foundaticm, in 
the mind of the most indifferent observer. In September, 
1833, the first stone of Jamaica Street Bridge, at Glasgow, 
was laid with masonic honours. The different Lodges 
which attended on that occasion, took the places assigned 
to them in the Cathedral at eleven o'clock, the Brethren 
being clothed in black with white stockings and gloves. 
Divine service was performed by the very Reverend 
Principal Macfarlen; the Anthems by Orme's Church 
Band; and Messrs. Lithgow's Vocal Band; after which 
the procession passed dovm the High Street, along the 
Trongate, and Argyle Street, down Jamaica Street, along 
Clyde Street, to the side of the Bridge, where the foot 
stone was levelled with solenm ceremonies. 

From this period records are more abundant ; and con- 
sequently our account of the progress of Freemasonry 
will be more diversified and satisfactory. The establish- 
ment of a periodical at the beginning of the year 1834, 
as a depository for masonic information, has constituted 
an epoch, from which Freemasonry may date its most 
rapid and general advancement in the scale of social 
improvement. By bringing the Order more clearly be- 
fore the public, its advantages, as a moral and scientific 
institution, have become better known, and more univer- 
sally admitted. The attention of thinking men has been 
called to a consideration of its merits ; and as they have 
been more evidently developed, the science has been more 
extensively admired. Complimentary tributes to worthy 
and meritorious Brethren, as well as frequent calls for 
countenance and assistance in consecrating the first stone 
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of public buildings, are becoming of more constant occur* 
renccy as will abundantly appear from the continuation 
of these annals. Such facts cannot fail to proye that 
Freemasonry occupies a higher station in popular esteem 
than it did a few years ago; and its success in the 
proyinces speaks the language of approbation and grati* 
tude. 



C5AP. IL 

History of the most remarlcoMe eomts which occurred durwg 
the Tears 1834 and 1835. 

This period opened unpropitiously foj the Craft, who 
received with feelings of the most poignant sorrow, the 
announcement that unfavorable symptoms of a grievous 
calamity had displayed themselves on the person of His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, who, as Grand 
Master of Masons, had acquired the unfeigned affection 
of the Brethren of all ranks and degrees. They heard 
with Tegret that the sight of His Royal Highness was 
visibly declining; and fears were entertained that his 
vision would be wholly obscured. In his speech at the 
birth-day celebration, the subject was alluded to in a 
manner which excited the warmest and most heartfelt 
sympathy. His Royal Highness observed that "his 
health, although improved amce he last met them, was 
not sufficiently re-established to admit of his attention 
to many general duties which devolved upon him as a 
public man ; and that for the future he could hardly hope 
to be enabled to preside at any other assemblies than 
those of the Order, the interests of which were ever 
nearest his heart. His sight," he added, " was materially 
affected : but whether in Lodge, or in the solitude of his 
chamber. Masonry would ever receive his active and 
serious attention." An operation was contemplated, 
which prevented the usual attendance of His Royal 
Highness at the Anniversary Meetings of the Masonic 
Charities. 

In reference to some irregularities which occurred in 
the Glee Room at a Grand Festival, as related in the 
preceding chapter, His Royal Highness thought it expe- 
dient to express his displeasure, that such occurrences 
might in future be avoided. To effect this purpose, 
he promulgated an order, stating that "as unpleasant 
circumstances have occasionally arisen by Brethren 
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endeayouring to obtain admission into the Glee Room, on 
the days of the various Masonic Festivals, to hear the 

Erofessional Brethren who are engaged to sing in the 
radies' room ; and as these occnrrenees have teuded to 
the detriment of the Craft, the Grand Master feels him- 
self called upon to direct that in future the attendance 
of the professional gentlemen in that room should be 
dispensed with." 

This order, not being perfectly understood, caused 
some confusion in the subsequent arrangements made by 
the Grand Stewards ; aud at a meeting of tha Governors 
of the Boys' School, His Royal Highness condescended 
to explain his meaning more particularly, on the motion 
of Brother Lythgoe. ^ He said that the entertainments 
had gradually assumed the character of a concert in the 
Ladies' room ; and declared that he acted from informi^ 
tion, that, at the Festival of 1831, there had been irregu- 
larities which could only be prevented by such measureiT 
as 'would effectually check their repetition ; (pd that on 
the recent promulgation of his orders, he had personal 
proof that it was necessary to exercise the power with 
which he was invested. At the Boys' Festival, his or 
ders only went to stop the concert m the Glee Room , 
and not to prevent those Brethren who had for a long 
period enjoyed the privilege of entr6e from associating 
with the Ladies. That, therefore, he was not answerar 
ble for the conduct of others who had exceeded his 
directions, doubtless from a mis-construction of them; 
although those directions were addressed to them in 
writing to prevent their being misunderstood." 

About this time -circumstances of a public nature 
transpired, '^hich drew the attention of His Royal High- 
ness to the subject of Masonic Registration, pursuant to 
an Act of Parliament passed the 39th year of the Reign 
of Geo. III., eap. 79. It appears that great numbers of 
the Provincial Lodges had neglected to comply with the 
terms of protection named in that statute.^ To remedy 
an evil which might operate unfavourably for the mstitu- 
tion, the Grand Master, with that paternal care which he 
has always evinced for Freemasonry, and actuated, as he 

^ The forms and provisions of this Aot may be found in tiie 14th 
aad Idth Editions of Preston, p. 907. 
3 
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expressed himself at the Grand Feetival of this rear, by 
a desire to preserye a due obedience to the laws by 
which the Order has been protected and oupported; and 
to extend the respectability and high character of the 
Craft, addressed the fqllowiiq; communication to the 
Masters of Lodges. 

Freemasons' Hall, London* AprU 29fh, 1834. 

W. Master, 

*We are especially oommaaded by the^ M. W. Grand Master to 
direct tl^at yon will iminediatehr upon receipt of thisj register with 
the Clerk of the Peace for the Comity, Stewartry, Ridixu;, Division, 
or place in which your Lodge is situated, a correct list of the mem- 
bers of your Lodge, witii their titles, professions, trades, or business, 
and also their residences ; in which return you are also to state the 
times and plaoe of your meetings; and you will forthwith apprise us, 
for the Grand Master's information, when you have comphed with 
this direction, default of your so doing, your lodge will be liable 
to erasure. 

For your guidance and instruction, a fbna of the return to be made 
%> the Clerk of the Peace accompanies Uiis. 

By command of the M. W. Grand Master. 

William H. White, ? n, q 
Euw. HARPER, $ ^* 

A notice of a benevolent project for meeting and en- 
dowinff an Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons of 
ffood character, was promulgated in the July number of 
me Freemasons' Quarterly Review for 1834. The origi- 
nal sketch comprehended an union of the intended esta- 
blishment with the existing charities or schools for the 
male and female orphan^ of Freemasons ; and stated the 
requisite amount of capital at £5000. The conception 
was noble, hjit the plan was undigested ; and subsequent 
experience has modified its details, and placed it on the 
basis of its own iqdividual merits. The announcement* 
however, was received by the Brethren with general ap- 
probation, as a project of benevolence, worthy the great 
and flourishing mstitution to which it was proposed to be 
attached, and to^hich it would look for exclusive sup- 
port; and many professions of co-operation and assist- 
ance were publicly avowed from the Lodges, as well as 
from individual Brethren* 

The Brethren of the Strong Man Lodge, No. 64, cele- 
brated their centenary at Putney, on the 3rd July, 1834. 
It is an event which very few Lodges are blessed with an 
opportunity of observing; and it is recorded to the 
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hoDOiir of this Lodge, that during the whole of that 
period, ita Brethren have been faitmul; the attendaacea 
regular, and the finances flourishing. After the cIoA 
was drawn, the Worshipful Master, Brother G« W. Turner, 
addressed the Bretluren as follows. 

"A oentoiy has elapsed sinoe our Lodge was constituted. Deatli, 
the great destroy^er, has, during that period, temoyed numbers of our 
Bxetiir^n from this mortal state of existence. The memory of the 
founders of our Lodge is entitled to omr especial reyerenoe, inasmuch 
as they were men who were considered by the Brethren of tiiat age 
worthy depositories of our principles and privileges : those principles 
they haye transmitted to us, unsullied by any dishonourable act, and 
those priyileffes we now enjo^, unimpairea by innoyation. tt is, 
therefore, wi& the deepest feeing of respect and VeneratioB, that I 
now call upon you to honour thab memory with your appzobation.'' 

A number of silv^ medals, which had been struck to 
eommemorate the event, were distributed amongst such 
of the Brethren as had distinguished themselves hj their 
zealous exertions as MasonS'and Members of the Strong 
Man Lodge, who received them with suitable acknowr 
lodgments ; and wear them as a proud trophy of merit 
which will descend to their children, and probably be 



illustrious dead. 

Several new Lodges were constituted in the Provinces 
during the year 1834, and two new Halls dedicated to 
Masonry ; one at Dorchester, by Brother W. Eliot, Esq., 
I).P.G.M. for Dorset; and the other at Tiverton, by 
Brother the Lord Viscount of Ebrington, M.P«, P.G.M. 
for Devonshire. These are events of great importance 
in estimating the progressive advance of the Order, and 
its moral influence in the hearts of its members. 

An institution was formed in this year, which became, 
in a very brief period, of great importance as a medium 
of communication with the Grand Lodge. The Masters' 
and Past Masters' Club was embodied, in December, 
1834, to insure a full attendance at the Quarterly -Com- 
mittees; and to facilitate the business of the Grand 
Lodge, by a previous discussion of important motions 
to be brought forward and disposed of there. In addi- 
tion to the Masters and I^ast Masters of Private Lodges, 
Provincial Grand Masters are eligible for admission to this 
Club, which thus affords to the country Brethren an 
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opportiiDitj of masonio intercourse that cannot ftil to be 
mutually agreeable and beneficial. The institution 
became extremely useful, inasmuch as on all questions of 
importance the Provincial Brethren made a point of as* 
sembling for the purpose't>f discussion, and the interests 
of both thus became agreeably identified. 

BYfeemasonry in the Provinces smoothly and quietly 
pursued its unostentatious course at this period ; aug- 
menting its resources, and increasing in respectability 
and esteem. In the ceremonial of public worRs, indeed, 
its aid was generally solicited to lend an appearance of 
form and seriousness to the proceedings. Schools and 
charities were instituted^^and private benevolence cheer- 
ed the hearts of the worthy distressed. Addresses were 
forwarded to the Masonic Authorities couched in elegant 
language; and the Brethren cultivated a taste for philoso- 
phy and science. These are wholesome symptoms of a 
vigorous and flourishing institution ; and the speeches at 
Provincial Meetings shew that the learning and talent of 
the united kingdom had been enlisted in behalf of this 
hallowed science. The appointments of our Provincial 
Grand Lodges assumed a correctness of detail which ia 
unprecedented in the annals of English Freemasonry. 
Every officer appears in his proper clothing, and thus the 
science in its decorations, its ceremonial, and its philoso- 
phy, is without a rival. 

At the annual Festival of the Palatine Lodge at Sun* 
derland, December 29th, 1834, Sir Cuthbert Sharpe, 
Bart., Worshipful Master, in the chair, a very gratifying 
scene was presented. Immediately after dinner the 
Orphan Boys of Masons, educated at the expense of the 
Lodge, were, according to custom, introduced and ex- 
amined as to their progress in learning during the year, 
and gave most satisfactory proofs of the profi^siency they 
had made. -The Palatine Lodge has set a noble example, 
worthy the imitation of other Provincial Lodges ; and a 
similar school attached to the principal Lodge in every 
county, would exhibit a moral lesson of Freemasonry 
which the public could not refuse to understand. 

We close the occurrences of the year 1884, with a 
catalogue of the places where foundatiouHBtones were 
laid accompanied by masonic honours; and of public 
iastimonials presented to deservipg Brethren, as an ex- 
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pression of gratitude for moral worth, and indefatigable 
exertion in the great cause of Freemasonry. Of the 
former there is only a single instance/ which occurred in 
the month of June, when Brother W. Eliot, Esq., 
QtM. for Dorset, laid the foundation-stone of an embank- 
ment at Weymouth, with the usual formalities. Of the 
latter it is recorded that, in the month of January, a 
splendid masonic JeweP was presented to Lord Durham, 
P.Q-.M. for Duiliam; in February, two silver trowels to 
the members of the Lodge of Antiquity, by His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex; in June, a silver cup to 
Brother Coe, the founder of the Excursion to the Nore, 
for the benefit of the Royal Masonic Institution for BOys, 
which has proved very beneficial to that establishment; 
and in December, a Royal Arch Jewel to Brother Fisher, 
of the Scientific Lodge, Cambridge. 

The complaint of his. Royal Highness the Grand 
Master w^ not sufficiently advanced at the April Quar- 
terly Communication in 1835, to allow of an operation 
being performed, although he was unfortunately afSicted 
with a total loss of sight; and the Brethren received 
the intelligence, that it was impossible for him to preside 
at the meeting, with unaffected sorrow. The Grand 
Master, however, consented to the humble request of 
the Brethren, that he would allow himself to be put in 
nomination for the ensuing year, as well-grounded hopes 
were entertained that a successful operation would 
restore him to their wishes before the expiration of that 

Esriod. His election was carried by acclamation. The 
arl of Durham, D. G. M», officiated in his absence, and 
after dinner made an announcement that was received 
with loud and continued cheering. He said : — 

'^I congratulate you upon the yery great advances which Free- 
masonry IS making amongst all classes of men. In the metropolis it 
flourishes; and the Prorinoial Brethren Tie with those in London 
both in numbers and respectability. It appears to me to be our 

' This splendid testimonial was made by Brother Tate, of Begent- 
street. It is oyal-shl^ped« bordered with flowers in varions tinte of 
gold, of exquisite wvHrkmanship ; and in the centre, on a blue enamel 
j^und, is placed the square and compasses, with a star of five points 
m brilliants. The design is chaste and elegant* and the effect very 
striking. It bears the following inscrintion : Presented to the £an 
of Durham, Provincial Grand Master, by his grateful Brethren, 2l8l 
January, 1834." 
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{MiniDoaiit duty to rastain and 9upport FreemMonry; not simply be* 
cause it t8 founded upon charity, beneyolenoe. and piet^; but because 
it enables men who are confessedly aeparatea by religious differences 
or political dissension, conscientiously to meet in the calm serenity of 
an untroubled scene, whatever may be their creed or political bias. 
Freemasonry has, however, a still nobler aimr-rit associates the poor 
and the rich upon terms of perfect equality, without a violation of 
decorum, without offering the slightest interference with the regula- 
tions of well>organized society. Surely the prevalence of such prin- 
ciples most contribute to the prosperity of the country, by promoting 
general harmony, and uniting all classes in the strictest and closest 
bonds of concord." 

Some very extensive repairs, rendered necessary by 
the giving way of its foundation, had just been com- 

fleted in the School House of the Royal Freemasons' 
'emale Orphan School, at an expense amounting to 
more than two thousand pounds. To meet this heavy 
outlay, the Grand Master, by a public circular, called 
the attention of the various Chapters and Lodges, and 
also of the. individual members to the subject; reiving 
with confidence that they will not duffer this excellent 
charity to decline from the effects of a misfortune, 
attended with serious expense, which was as unavoidable 
as it was necessary. The appeal was promptly an- 
swered. The Grand Lodge contributed ^100; the 
Grand Chapter ^50; and after the annual dinner the 
Brethren present subscribed ae700. Brother Bond 
Cabbell gave fifty guineas, and many Private Lodges 
contributed liberally. In a word, the masonic institu- 
tions are nobly supported; for it is impossible, in a 
society constituted on the principles of benevolence, 
that the cause of the Orphan can ever be abandoned. 
Subsequentlv a general subscription of the whole Craft 
was entered itito- for the purpose of making up the 
deficiency. 

At a meeting of the friends and subscribers to the 
projected Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, 
nolden in the month of June, 1836, the following reso* 
lutions were agreed to : — 

That it is expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorioas 
but aged and decayed Freemason, by the erection of an Asylum to 
recetye him within its sanctuary. 

^* That this meeting, having heard statements produced in evidence 
of the means passed by the Craft at large; are fully satisfied with, 
and coincide therein, and pledge themselves to exert their utmost 
power in canying the first resolution into practical effect 
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"That this meettng reoeire, with the warmest Mings of masonic 

Satitude, the aDDOunoemeBt from the Chairman, that the Right 
onourable the Earl of Durham, D. G. M., has condescended to 
become one of the trustees ; and the heartfelt thanks of this meeting 
are respectfbilly ofi^red to his Lordship, for this mark of his solicitude, 
kindness^ and protection. 

That the cordial thanks of the meeting are most espedallj due 
to William Willoughby Prescott, Esq., for his ready acquiescence with 
the request of the Chairman in beine named as a Trustee. 

''That the inaugural festival of the Asylum do take place on the 
31st of Joi^, under the direction of a Board of Stewards." ' 

The centenary of the Grand Stewards' Lodge was 
celebrated in Freemasonst* Hall, in the month of Decern* 



since its actual constitutioa ; although irom time imnoe* 
morial it is understood to have existed as an association 
of the most liberal, talented, and influential Brethren of 
the Order. The Members evinced their sense x)f the 
interest and importance of the occasion, by assembling 
in great numbers; and the splendour of appearance 
exhibited in the Hall, when the announcement of visitors 
had ceased, can scarcely be imagined, as it formed one 
continued blaze of crimson silk. After dinner, when 
proposing the health of his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Sussex, the W. Master, Brother Giraud, gave an 
interesting outline of the details and proceedings of the 
Lodge since it was embodied in Jupe, 1735 ; and con- 
cluded with the following merited compliment to the 
Grand Master:— 

"I come to a distressing subject in announcing that His Royal 
Highness has been compelled to declme our invitation this evening, 
on account of his want of sight. My Brethren, could he but have 
witnessed our devotion to his away, our veneration for bis character, 
our affection for bis person, it might have cheered him in the eon- 
tinuance of those exalted duties, which, may it please the Great 
Architect, he may exercise for many years; it wQuk) convince him, 
that however all Lodges may unite in respectful attachment, none 
exceeds the Grand Stewards' Lodge in those sentiments which form 
the Mason's pride, and become the Mason's hope." 

In like manner the Old Union Lodge celebrated its 
centenary in this year; to commemorate which the 
Grand Master graciously conferred on the Members the 
privilege of wearing a centenary Jewel. 

In Scotland, Freemasonry having recovered from the 
paralysis by which it had been overwhelmed vmder the 
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pressure of political dissension, slowly progressed; and 

the meetings of the Brethren bore a character of 
solemnity and decency which afforded hopes of still 
greater prosperity. The Scotch are a literary and sci- 
entific people ; and we do not therefore wonder that 
the institution of Freemasonry, which is devoted to 
these pursuits, should flourish and increase Itmongst 
them. Much anxiety was manifested to assimilate the 
practice of working, and conduct of the Lodges to the 
English custom. Nothing appeared wanting at this 
period but some public charity, some benevolent 
foundation, like the Orphan Societies of England and 
Ireland, to show forth the practical working of the 
system ; and to afford the Brethren an opportunity of 
displaying the operation of Masonrfr in the heart, by 
the liberality of the. hand, in contributing to relieve 
the distressed and destitute of their own fraternity. 
This deficiency was not unobserved by our Scottish 
Brethren, nor was the day far distant when the means 
were adopted of completing the triangle of benevo- 
lence with the two Grand Lodged of England and 
Ireland. 

At the festival in I)ecember, that very venerable 
institution, the Lodge of Melrose, whose antiquity is 
only rivalled by that of the Mother Kilwinning, in Ayr- 
shire, both dating their origin from the building of their 
respective abbeys, by the bands of architectural Brethren 
who traversed the country towards the middle of the 
12th century, renewed their annual ceremony of march- 
ing by the light of torches round the ruins of St. David's 
Pile. A band of music preceded the procession, play- 
ing solemn airs. Nothing could be more singular and 
impressive than the spectacle which here presented 
itself. The red glaring light of the flambeaux, as it 
flashed upon the pillars and projections of the ancient 
abbey, discovering the grotesque figures and faces of 
grinning monks, sculptured on the corbels and capitals 
of many a mouldering arch, contrasted strikin^^ly with 
the deep mysterious gloom of the retiring aisles and 
<doisters, whose darkness, indeed, was ever and anon 
partially illuminated as the singular procession passed 
along. Every step which the Brethren trod, as they 
slowly advanced up the interior of the edifice, was upon 



hallowed dust. In the words of him whose name is 
linked with that of the place— ^ 

Beneath the lettered stones were laid 
.' The ashes of their fathers dead; 
From many a garnished niche around 
Stem saints and tortured martyrs frowned. 

During this year the Brethj-en in different parts of .the 
kingdom were solicited to render their assistance to con- 
■ecratethe ceremony of depositing the foundation stones 
of public buildings. In May the first stone of the 
Boyal Victoria Arcade at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, 
was laid with- masonic solemnities by the Earl of Dur- 
ham, D. G. M. ; that of the Lander Pillar at Truro, in 
June, by V. P. Robinson, Esq., D. P. G. M. for Corn- 
wall; and in September, that of a monument to the 
memory of Sir John Malcolm, at Langholm, in Scotland, 
by Sir James Graham, P. G. M. for Cumberland. 

Several testimonial^ to distinguished Brethren were 
presented during this year. In January, a Silver Salver 
to Brother Captain Baldwin, of St. Patrick's Lodge, 
Dublin ; in March, a Silver Snuff-box to Brother Philip 
Broadfoot, of the Lodge of Stability, London; in June, 
a Silver Salver to Brother James Deans, P. S. G. W., 
from the Grand Officers' Club; and in August, a Jewel 
of Gold to the Right Honourable Lord Monson, W. M.« 
of the Surrey Lodge, Reigate; and a Massive Silver 
Candelabrum to William Williams, Esq., P. G. M. for 
Dorset. 
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CHAPTER III. 
History of Freemasonry in the year 1836. 

The year 1836 opened with a bright prospect for 
Freemasonry. The Debt of the Grand Lodge was 
liquidated ; the Schools were prosperous ; the general 
Fund of Benevolence was. efficient; new Lodges were 
constituted in many of the Provinces; and, in a word, 
the institution flourished in all its details. At the 
Fe'stival of the Boys' School, Bro r Lythgoe gave a 
cheering account. He said, "a few years ago, thirty- 
five boys only were educated, and the institution was in 
a state little short of bankruptcy ; but, by the liberality 
of the Brethren, and the zeal of the Committee, at the 
present moment the number of children is incre^ised to 
fifty-five, while the funded stock has reached ^600." 
After dinner the subscriptions exceeded 500 •guineas. 

The most gratifying intelligence reached us this year, 
that our holy science was progressing, and triumphing 
over the bigotry which threatened its existence in 
France. The superior classes of society had taken an 
interest in it, and extended to it their countenance and 
patronage. A Grand Lodge was formed, at the head af 
which was placed M. C. Freteau de Peny, Pair de France, 
Lieutenant Grand Commander and Venerable* At a 
Grand Lodge holden at the beginning of the year, the 
Earl of Munster, Sir' John Ross, and Major Payne, 
appeared as visitors, * an^ were received with great 
fraternal kindness and hospitality. 

In the New World also Freemasonry was reviving, 
after a season of supineness on the one hand, and oppo- 
sition and reproach on the other, which made it douot- 
ful whetheir it would not sink to rise no more. The 
Grand Lodges in the different States were re-organized 
about this time, and the following manifesto was issued 
to the Lodges : — 

"That the faithful membera of the fratemitj be exhorted to per- 
aevere in their fidelity; to obaerye the regular communications of 
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their respective Lodges, and their prescribed modes of eharitj ; to 
maiDtain peace and self-respect : to discountenance all irr^iar assem- 
blies of Masons, and scrupulouslj to avoid connecting Freemasonry 
with any political controversies or speculations, being assured, not- 
withstanding statements to the contraiy, which may be made for 
pdttical effect, that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts is still in active 
existence, enjoying her Quarterly Meetings, superintending the affairs 
of the Craft, and) through the Weekly Sessions of her Board of Relief, 
distributing the income of her little property to sick and needy 
Brethren, their widows and orphans — tluit while she will sustain the 
Lodges under her jurisdiction by all proper means in her power, she 
is wUllng and desirous to receive inimediately, the charters of all such 
as may wish to surrender them according to the conditions in such 
case made and provided." 

In a communication to the Grand Lodge in the month 
of April, 1836, His Royal Highness the JDuke of Sussex 
was graciously pleased to express his intention of remov- 
ing tne restriction which he nad laid upon the Stewards, 
interdicting the admission of musical Brethren into the 
Glee Room ; and the message was received with grati- 
tude and joy. 

The discussion in Parliament respecting the Irish 
constabulary force, assumed a character which was con- 
sidered hostile to the existence of Freemasonry in that 
country; and fears were entertained lest the Order should 
be included in the description of secret or political 
societies" contained in that bill. To prevent any mis- 
construction, therefore, the Duke of Leinster, Grand 
Master for Ireland, moved, 'Hhat Freemasons be ex- 
empted from taking the oath that they do not belong to 
any secret society." This clause was opposed by Lord 
Winchelsea and others, who expressed opinions on the 
tendency of Freemasonry, which are not Dome out by 
fact. After an animated debate the clause was carried 
in the affirmative, and the science of Freemasonrv was 
exempted from a test which would have materially im- 
peded its progress in that country.^ The Irish Grand 
Master, by his conduct on this occasion, won golden 

' The following correspondence on this subject appears in Bell's 
Life: "Are Freemasons exempted from the necessitj of complying 
with the same prescribed form of declaration as the members of any 
other secret society, on, or previous to their accepting public o£Qce1 
A Freemason must take all the oaths and make all the declarations 
which must be taken or made by apy other persons, but there are 
none directed against him as a Freemason. In respect of that pai^ 
ticular character he takes none." 
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opinions frdm his Brethren throughout the United King* 
dom ; and received an unanimous vote of thanks from 
the Qrand Lodffe of England, at the- recommendation of 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex; which was 
splendidly engrossed on vellum, and verified by the 
signatures of Lords Dundas, Churchill, Scarborough, 
and Suf&eld. In like manner the thanks of the fraternity 
in Ireland were embodied in an Address, and presented 
to His Grace by the OflScers of his own Grand Liodge. 

On the 10th day of June in this year, the long expected 
operation, to remove the cataracts which had obscured 
the vision of his Royal Highness the Grand Master, was 
BucessfuUy performed by Mr. Alexander. It occupied 
^about a quarter of an hour, and his Royal Highness 
underwent the operation with exemplary patience and 
fortitude ; six days afterwards the following communica- 
tion was made to the Royal Society : 

Kensington Palace, June 16. 
Geivtlbuen, » ^ 

I have received the commands of His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Sassez, to communicate to the Members. or the IU>yal Society the 
result of the operation which was performed on Friday last by Mr. 
Alexander, on the His Boyal Highness's eyes. The cataracts were 
removed onder the most favourable circumstances ; the bandages were 
taken off on Tuesday morningi and, through the blessing of Provi- 
dence, His Boyal Highness is now able to see distinctly with both 
eyes. Trusting in God's continued mercy, His Boyal Highness looks 
^ith confidence to the complete restoration of his sight ; and he thus 
anticipates with pleasm:e the arrival of the 30th of next November, 
when his Royal Highness may be enabled again to take the chair at 
the Anniversary liileeting- of the Society, and to discharge the duties 
which devolve on the President, especially those of dislributing the 
Tarioos prizes awarded in the courBC of the year. 

I have the honour, to remain. Gentlemen, 
•* Yours most faithfuUy, 

* *« GEORGE ADAM BROWN.*** 
••To the Fellows of the Royal Sodety." 

^ The following sketch of the Grand Master may be acceptable to 
the distant Brethren who have not been favoured with an opportuni^ 
of seeing him. It is extracted from a work entitled Random Reoof- 
lectioas of tiie House of Lords.'' His Royal Hi^ness is a man of 
superior talenta. It were to over-estimate his abihttes to say he is a 
first-rate man ; but no one can deny that his intellectual resqurces 
Iffe far above mediocrity. The speecnes he used to make some twelve 
or fifteen years since, both at public meetings and in the House, were 
as replete with ek)qaence as they were remiukable for the axdent love 
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The AmbHsaador from the King of Onde to this oountry 
was ioitiated into Masonry in the Lodge of Friendship, 
at the Thatched Honse Tavern, on Thursday, the 14th 
of April. His introduction into Masonry may faaye 
arisen from the present or late King of Oude having been 
made a Mason several years ago, as appears by the plate 
lately in the Grand Secretary's Office, but which has 
been removed into the Grand Master's Room. The 
young Persian princes, Zade Meerza, and his brother, 
sons of the King of Persia^ were also initiated into Free- 
masonry in the Lodge of Friendship, on the 16th of 
June. 

The Newstead Lodge at Nottingham, No. 55, held its 
centenary in the month of June. It still retains a strong 
list of members, and the Brethren work well. There am 
few instances in the Provinces where a Lodge has sus- 
tained its duties so respectably as the Newst^ Lodge; 
and the increase of Freemasonry in Nottingham, which 

of liberty iHxioh they breathed throughout. If there wa« nothing 
profoond or original in them, neither, on tbe other hand, did they 
degenerate into dry oommon-plaoe. Whether they were heard deliv- 
er^ or read in the newspapers, they at once gained the attention, and 
carried tile auditor or r^Mler on to the olose, without ever flagging 
for a Bioment. He exoeb in putting obvious truths into a popular 
form. One of the principal attributes of his speeches is their sim- 
plicity. His style is always plain and perspicuous'; he mcJies his 
views as clear to others as they ai'e to his otrn mind. No one eVer 
yet mistook the drift of his argument. His reasoning is always 
clear; it is more dear than forcible. He never takes his audieuoa 
by storm ; he wins them by the attractions of his manner. If you 
look in vain for any mighty burst of eloquence caryine you, as if by 
a resistless torrent, along with it, he never leuls to lead you gently on 
with him in whatever dueotion he intends to go. His voice is clea» 
and pleasant, but wants strength and flexibility. He never varies the 
key m which he begins ; he is always audible. He is an easy and 
fluent speaker, never appearing in the least disconcerted, or hesitating 
a moment either for ideas or ror suitable terms wherewith to express 
them. He seldom speaks long at a time, but there is as much matter 
in most cases, in what he says in ten minutes, as there is in what the 
mi^rity of speakers would oommunioate in twenty. His extempo- 
raneous resources are ample ; he can speak with much effect on the 
impulse of the moment : indeed, his speeches are seldom- prepared 
before hand. 

'*His literary and scientific attainments are great; with science 
especially, he is intimately conversant. Hence it is that he is Presi- 
dent of several eminent scientifio societies, and that his name is so 
often toasted at public dinners in ooxmeciion with the various sdentifie 
institutions of England*** 
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now boasts of three Lodgee* proves the podtioiiy that 
whea Masonry is best knowui it is most higoly esteemed. 
" The priactical application of its doctrine, wul always have 
the effect of causing it to be honoured by those whose 
approbation is of any value. If Freemasonry -feed the 
hungry, and clothe the naked — ^if it relieve the distresses 
of the widow, and mstruot the orphan in the duties of 
his station here, and the essentials for procuring happi- 
ness hereafter, when he shall have passed through the 
stormy paths of this life with moral credit and reUgious 
hope-— «nd all these laudable purposes are effected through 
the medium of our benevolent institutions — ^if the 
Brethren are blameless and irreproachable in their private 
conduct, and fulfil the royal law which bids them do to 
others as they would be done by ; — ^if Masonry prpduce 
these blooming fruits, which all mankind commend, it is 
sure to be rewarded with universal ^probation. The 
worthy and the good will eagerly embrace a system which 

{roduces so much practical benefit ; and the Masonic 
nstitution will be considered a public blessing to the 
community at large. 

About this time considerable excitement manifested 
itself amongst the Fraternity in Ireland, in consequence 
of an order of the Ghrwd Lodge, very properly isisued in 
times of political excitement ; enjoining the Lodges to 
abstain from the use of public processions, under the 
penalty of censure, and in extreme cases of erasure.^ 
Oenerally the injunction was obeyed; and the Brethren, 

s At an extraordinary General Meeting of the Grand Lodfle of 
Ireland, the following resolutionH were put and carried unanimously 

^^ResoWed, — That masonic processionp, though innocent and 
harmless in themselves^ may^ under' particular circumstances, h^ im- 
prudent and highly injurious to the general interests of the Order. 

Besolvedy-That, ata moment when all pubUc processions are either 
prohibited by the law, or discountenanced by the constituted Authori- 
ties, with which it is equally the desire and the principle of Freema- 
sons to be in accordance and obedience, it is the opinion of the 
Grand Lodge, after mature deliberation, that the accustomed prpces- 
i^os, on the approaching FestiTal of St. John, should be discontinued; 
and the Grand Lodge, therefore, require the Brethren of ail masonio 
Lodges, as they value the interests of Freemasonry, to forbear from 
all such professions. 

*» Resolyed,-^That if any masonic Lodge should violate Its duty» 
by disobedience of the foreeoing command,. it shall be visited with 
the highest punishment whion the Grand Lodge can infiiot." 
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cm public days, attended theirrespectrre places of worship, 
witnout aprons, collars, or other insigDia, and sermons 
were preacl led on masonic subjects without any political 
intermixture. A few instances of insubordination are 
recorded. Wilful Brethren, not having the true princi- 

5>le8 of Masonry operating in their hearts, suffered political 
eelings to incite them to disobedience ; thus subjecting 
themselves to the censure of the Grand Lodse. 

In this country of light hearts and merry laces, where 
the generous spirit of Freemasonry operates freely and 
beneficially , the science prospers, and is respected and 
beloved. The high spirited Brethren show their regard 
for the science by tneir actions, and charity is freely 
dispensed to the worthy distressed. Less than this could 
not be said of our hospitable friends and companions of 
the G-reen Isle, though it may be somewhat at variance 
with the sober spirit of detail which ou^ht to pervade 
an historical record; but the honour and faith of the Irish 
character being infused into Freemasonry, enriches the 
institution, and confers upon it additional dignity and 
worth in the eye of the world. 

7his year was distinguished by the initiation of three 
Persian princes, Reeza Koolee Meerza, Nejeff Loolee Meer-» 
za, and Timoor Meerza: They are grandsons of the lato 
Futeh AUe Shah, and children of Hoossein AUe Meerza, 
late Prince Governor of the Province of Tars, who was 
the fourth or fifth son of that monarch. Thus they are the 
first pouslns of Mohammed Shah, who at present occupies 
the throne, and who is the son of Abbas Meerza, late 
Prince Eoyal of Persia. The Moolavee Ismael Khan waff 
invested by his Royal Highness the Grand Master with 
the jewel and rank of a Past Grand Warden. 

At a' meeting of many influential Brethren, holden at 
Freemasons' Hall, September 15, 1836, Brother R. T. 
C^cefix, M.D., J.G.D., in the chair ; it was Resolved, 
that " in testimony of gi'ateful and respectful acknow- 
ledgment from t|ie Members of the mitsonic Fraternity to 
theur Grand Master, his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex; and to commemorate the benefits derived by 
the Craft from His Royal Highness's personal superin- 
tendence, unwearied attention, and judicious conduct, in 
the exercise of his high functions as Grand Master during 
a period of neariy twenty-five years a masonic offering 
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should be made to hie .fioyal Highnese, and a genenl 
subscription throughout the Craft be immediately entered 
into for that purpose. These resolutions were confirmed 
at a subsequent meetingy and a committee appointed to 
carry them into effect, consisting of all Grand Officers, 
and Masters of Lodges under the Constitution of Englwd, 
of which his Royal Highness is Orand Master. 

In pursuance of these regulations, a circular was 
addressed to the Lodges by Brother^S. C. Norris, Honor- 
ary Secretary, recommending the subject to the attention 
of Provincial Grand Masters, and Masters of Lodges, and 
the Brethren at large, and requesting their co-operatioa 
in an object so congenial to the feelmgs of the masonic 
community. Subscriptions poured in from all quarters. 
One spirit appeared to animate the fraternity ; and the 
Brethren emulated each other in their zeal to testify their 
affection and respect to their Princely Cbie£ The Pro- 
vincial Grand Masters offered an example of activity in 
this noble strife, and i^ was followed by the private 
Lodges with avidity and success. 

From the scale on which the Committees were formed, 
it was anticipated that a magnificent trophy would be 
accomplished, alike worthy of a great Society to preaeLt, 
and 01 a Prince of the Blood Bov4il to accept ; for con- 
tributions flowed in one continued stream. 

A beneficial regeneration of the Craft was effected in 
Scotland, under the able rule of Lord Riunsay, who was 
elected to the Grand Master's Throne in the month of 
November, 1836 ; and at his installation entered into a 
statement of his views relative to Freemasonry. Much 
might be gathered from the few but emphatic expresdons 
which escaped from his Lordship on this occcasion ; the 
full elucidation and ^plication of which he prudently 
reserved for a future opportunity. The real friends of 
Freemasonry have abundant reason to congratulate 
themselves, and the Craft, on the choice of one who, from 
bis high station, can so gracefully descend to those details, 
the right ordering of which keeps the wheels of state in 
motion." This appointment gave a new impulse to 
Freemasonry in Scotland ; and the new Gtana Master 
being a distmguisbed practical Mason,^ etB6cted a great 

* The impnlss which led to Lord Baauay's initiation is thai related : 



FBSBMAfiOmtT. 



87 



moral fefomifttion amongst the Lodges. His Lordship had 
paid stieh attention to the forms and cerepAonies of 
Masonry, as to become a perfect adept in the details of 
all the degreeeu He knew his duty, and determined to 
perform it faithiullj. His example and activity proved 
a ppwerful excitement to the Masters of 'Lodges; and 
from the honourable feelings which minds truly noble 
always inspire, they emulated the ^e^l of their chief; and 
the Scottish Lodgts became schools of morality and 
virtue. 

A centenarv was celebrated this year by the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, to commemosate the honourable ces- 
sion of th^ Hereditary Grand Mastership, by St. Clair of 
Boslyn. Great preparations were made for this solem- 
nity, which was intended to be observed by the fraternity 
throughout Scotland, as a grand and general jubilee. St. 
Andrew's day was the chosen period ; and it was intend- 
ed to dignify the occasion by a procession by torchlight. 
Above one thousand Brethren assembled to celebrate this 
memorable festival ; and the following account of the 
effect which attended this nocturnal procesnon, will be 
gratifying to evecy masonic reader :~ 

The word march being given and repeated along the whole line, the 
grand hataUion of the Sethren of Peace moved forward as one foody, 
preceded by the band of tiie Queen's Boyal Lancers. Thus issmng 
from the portals of the Boyal Exchange at Edinburgfat the head of the 
column was greeted with a loud huzaa itom the assembled multitude, 
which, as 'lihe rest advanced, gave place to a solemn and admiring 
iflenoe. This attention and decorous conduct on the part of the spec- 
tetora was flattering to the Craft, and is a proof of the great moral 
impiession which the character of ow glorious institation univenally 
creates; whatever a few prejudiced and unfortunate individuals may 
say or think. Respect to the ancient Free and Accepted Fratemil^ 
of Masons was the sentiment expressed, on this occasion ; and no 
oliier ^an a moral force could; in the absence of the militaxy, have 

As hisLordslup some years ago was walking with his clerical tutor, a 
wretched beggar, apparently a foreigner, entreated his charity. The 
clergyman turned round to question the supplicant, and ia a moment 
grasped his hand with the most cordial kindness. Lord Ramsay was 
surprised. The stranger was a Freemason ; he was fed, clothed, and 
■upplied by the generous Englishman with the meanp of traaspOTt to 
the coast of Syria, where he stat0d he originally came ftom. The 
circumstance made such an impression upon Lord Ramsay, that he 
determined to join an association so pregnant with good works. 
(FieMnssoBs' Qaaiteriy Beiisw, vol St p* &•) 
4 
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kept tiie <nrowd in rooh extraoidinftrjr oxder. The polioe ^m^jed 

nnaouhteclly did good service, i^axtioiilarlj in repelling the tendenej 
to pressure at the several turnings. Bat only look what a si^ht the 
Hi^h Street presents during the prooession! Whoever has oeheld 
£dina» wiAfa her doud ctfpt towers and lofty mansions, rising fkom 
ei^ht to ten stories in height oo oh individual stage of this Babei of 
huildings inhabited hy whole hosts of families, of every kind and call- 
ing — may imagine the sublime efPeot of a multitude of torches, reflect- 
ed with reddening glare upon the mighty sides of the spacious street 
wMch long has formed the pridd of Auld Reekie.v * Thousands of 
visages were visible frotu eveij tier of windows on either flank, hoai 
the K)west to the topmost habitable spot. It was a study for a lover 
of the picturesoue — a scene of strange |;randeur, not unworthy of the 
magio pencil or a Martin. We have witnessed the religious proces- 
sions in the capitals of Caftholioism, but we will aver that this trans- 
cended them ail, even as a speotaole. On passing the front of^the 
Theatre Boyal, Brother Murray, the Mana^r, testified his fraternal 
attention by the exhibition of a brilliantly illuminated star over the 
portico of uie house. Blue lights and rockets were discharged from 
Cakon Hill, as the procession advanced up the Regent's Bridge, till 
at last, arriving at the Waterloo Hotel, the masio divided ri^t and 
left, and the grand masonic cortege marched into the gr^ hall, 
which had been decorated and prepared for their reception.'' 

Such a demonstratios was worthy of Freemasonry, 
and conferred on it a respect in the opinion of the world* 
If masonic processions be used at all iu these days, they 
should be conducted on a principle of superior grandeur, 
regardless of expense ; otherwise they will be esteemed 
as a vain and useless display, and tend rather to produce 
the degradation than the advancement of the Order. 

During the year 1836 the number of foundation. stones 
laid with masonic solemnities was greatlv increased, 
which is an evidence of the advancement of the science 
in public estimation. The respect usually displayed by 
the superior ranks of society, and the order and decorum 
observed by the crowds who assembled to witness the 
ceremony, contribute to form no unimportant estimate 
of general feeling towards the institution. In a rapid 
sketch of the transactions of this period, it will be Impos- 
sible to do more than notice the in^tances where the 
Craffc assembled for the above purpose. A description 
of each ceremonial would not only occupy too great a 
space, but would also constitute a tedious repetition of 
forms which every well instructed Brother perfectly 
understands. In^Kay, the foot-Btone of a masonic Halt 
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at<3hrist Chnrch, was lerelled in the north-east by Bro- 
ther Sir John Millbank, Bart., D.P.G.M.; of a National 
School at Nalitwich, by Brother J. F. Maddock, Esq., 
D.P.G.M. ; and of St. Botolph's Chnrch, Colchester, by 
Brother John Round, Esq. In June, of a General Luna- 
tic Asylum at Northampton, bjr the Right Honourable 
Earl Spencer; and of a new Bndge at Radcliffe, by Bro- 
ther Bealey of that place. In July, of the Royal Victoria 
Arcade, at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, by Brother the 
Earl of Durham, D.G.M. ; of the Dunstanville Memorial, 
on the Hill Karnbre, in Cornwall, by Brother V. P. 
Robinson, Esq., D.P.G.M. ; and of a new Guild-hall, at 
Penzance, by Brother Richard Pearce, P.G.S.W. for 
Cornwall. In October, of an Infirmary in Perth, by 
Brother Lord Kinnaird, P.G.M. for Scotland. In Decem- 
ber, the D.G.M. and his Masons assisted the Bishop of 
Ripon in lajring the foundation stone of a new Church 
at Leeds; and at Warrington the Key-stone of a stupen- 
dous Bridge was set by Brother Le Gendre N. Starkie, 
Esq., D.P.G.M., with the usual solemnities. 

The testimonials to deserving Brethren were also ex- 
ceedingly numerous this year; which is an evident proof 
of the superior zeal and activity by which the fraternity 
have been distinguished; and the record is as honourable 
to the donors as to the individuals whose masonic exer- 
tions have been thus rewarded. In February, a costly 
tea service was presented to Brother the Reverend Sir W. 
Dunbar, Bart., of Stoke-upon-Trent. In May, a jewel 
to Brother R. H. Giraud, P.M. Grand Master's Lodge ; 
and a medal to Brother L. Chandler, P.M., St. Paul's 
Lodge, London. In June, a Jewel to Brother R. Mitch- 
ell, President of the Grand Stewards' Board ; another to 
Brother James S&vage, Treasurer; and a third to Brother 
J. R. Bulmer, Secretary to the same Board. In August, 
a silver Goblet to Brother Jacob Keyser, W. M. Royal 
Sussex Lodge, Bristol. In September, a silver Snuff Box 
to Brother John Whitworth, Lodge of Tranquillity, New- 
church, Rossendale; and a silver Cup to Brother Aiken- 
head,Treasurer, Kilkenny Lodge, Ireland. A Past Master's 
Jewel to Brother Tenison, of "Fifty," Dublin, from the 
Brethren of Lodge 681. In October, a silver Candelar 
brum to Brother Captain Maber, W.M., 8S7, Taunton ; a 
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rilver Vase and Cover to Brother C. J. EL Tyntet Eflq«t 
P.G.M., Somerset; a silver Medal to ]to>ther Wm. Aitkilit 
of the Celtic Lodge, Edinburgh ; and a silver Tea Service 
to Brother Thos. Wright, Victoria Lodge, Dublio. In 
December, a silver ^ver to Brother G» Gk)ld8mitliy 
Secretary, Watford Lodge; and a gold Medal to Brotbar 
John Bigg, P«M.9 Moira Lodge* London. 
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CHAP. IV* 

ERitary cf Fremmuonry during the Year 18S7. 

DuRma the past year, the Grand Master, whose ser- 
vices to the Crc^t have placed him in ia.n elevated position 
in that sacred depository, the heart of every Brother, wa« 
afflicted, as we have already seen, with a visitation that 
deprived him of his accustomed en^03mients, and prevent- 
ed his usual attendance on the duties of the Grand Lodge, 
which could not fail to suffer from his absence* It pleased 
the Almighty Disposer of events to deprive His Royal 
Highness of that precious blessing — ^his eye sight. iIua 
visitation was increased by a return of an asthmatic com- 
plaint under which he had suffered fcH* many years, that 
prevented him from enjoying the ^eatest comfort bestow- 
ed on man — the luxury of resting on a bed. The Royal 
sufferer endured bis pains and pnvations with exemplary 
fortitude and magnanimity ; and even his affictions added 
to the popularity that always attended him ;^ and increas- 

^ Of which the following Address is an indispatable testimony : — 

" Dublin, 27th December, 1836. 

^ To His Royal Highness Angostas Frederick, Duke of Sussex^ Sari 
of Inverness, and BaSron of ArUoW) Right Worehipful Grand Master 
of Freemasons of Enffland. 

" Tbd Address of the Right Worshipfbl ther Gnmd Lodge of Free 
and Aecepted Masons of Ireland. 

"We the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Offioers, and 
other B]:ethreD of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, approach jour Royal 
Highness with joy and exultation at the boon granted to the masonic 
Graft, by th^ Great Architect of the Universe, at whose creative fiat 
all things first were made ; who, in the glorious manifestation of his 
power, has agun bestowed on your Royal Highness the light of this 
sublunary world, of which you were so long deprived; 

Ever mindfiil of the Uessings dispens^ by Him who said, ' let 
there be light, and there was light,' who has withdrawn the veil of 
darkness tnm your sightless orbs, as if it were His will the high decree 
should b^ kept perfect, and that your Royal Highness might be with* 
out blemish, and continue to inculcate the divine attributes of ikith, 
hope, and charity, hito the hearts of the mystic Orafl over whom you 
have so long presided with advantage to them and creait to your Rc^sl 
Higluiess. 

^ We of the mystic Graft, in union with our British Brethren, refdics 
tiiat the masonic Star of England has again arisen mto noon-tide 
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ed the enthoaiasm with which his re-appearance in Grand 
Lodge, with renewed vision and renovated health, was 
greeted at the celebration of his birth-day on the 27th 
January, 1837, by a numerous and happy assemblage of 
Brethren ; and, what must have been still more gratify- 
ing to His Royal Highness, by the constellation of female 
rank and beauty which graced the galleries on that 
memorable occasion. 

iq>leiidour, and that your Royal Highness can again behold the glorions 
light of day. 

That your Royal Highness may long continue to eqjov that bless- 
ing for the good of the masonic Order^ and the benefit of the nation, 
is the ferrent jHrayer of your Royal Highnesses Brethren in Ireland." 

(Stgned) 

Copy of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex's Answer to the 
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Officers, and Mem- 
bers of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

" My Lord Duke, most worshipftil and highly esteemed Brother— I 
hasten to express to you, as Grand Master oif Ireland, and . throng 
your Grace to the Brethren who compose the Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons of Ireland, m^ sincere acknowledgments for 
the congratulatory Address with which you have marked and wel- 
comed my restoration to the blessing of sight. 

" Eyery true and faithful Mason must be ready at all times to bend 
before the chastening hand of the Almighty, as well as to adore and 
magnify his goodness and his merey. 

" During the progress of mv disorder, my heart was cheered and 
my sufferings were alleviated through the divine favour, by the con- 
soling attentions as well as by the kind sympathy of my fHends, and 
now that the same gracious Providence has been pleased to remove 
the, veil of affliction, and to brine me back to the enjoyment of life's 
ohoicest treasure, the happiness which I enjoy is increased in a tenfold 
proportion by the numerous and affectionate Addresses which I am 
proud to have receiveid from those who were distant, as also from 
those who were near. 

''And now, my Lord Duke, whilst the opportunity is thus favourably 
aflbrded me as a Brother of our ancient and venerable Order, 1 avail 
myself of it to communicate to your Grace, my entire satisfa^ction at 
hearing of the distinguished exertions which you had made in the last 
Session of Parliament during the progress of a BiU in which the 
interests of our fraternity in Ireland were oonoemed. My unfortunate 
malady rendered me at that time wholly incapable of seconding, as I 
otherwise most gladly would have done, both by my voice and my 
vote, your zealous exertions ; nor did any one more sineerely r^oiee 
than mysdf at their proud success. 

"In ooBclusion, I must further assure your Grace, that so long as I 
•hall continue to preside, by the wishes of my3rethren, over the 
fraternity of Free aYid Accepted Masons in En^nd as their Giand 
Master, I shall always end^avour to promote, by eveiy means in my 
power, the best understanding, as weu as to oement and strengthsD 
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Long before the customary period for taking the chair, 
every place at the dining tables, which filled the Hall ai 
Freemasons' Tavern, was occupied by the Craft ; and by 
the time the illustrious guest arrived, there might be 
reckoned a greater profusion of Gkand and Provincial 
Grand collars and decorations than we ever remembered 
to have seen at one time assembled. 

On the entrance of their illustrious Grand Master, the 
Brethren testified by the most enthusiastic plaudits their 
gratification at his recovery, and public re-union with the 
Craft ; and he took his seat on the right of the chairman, 
evidently affected as well as gratified at the reception. 

In announcine the toast, the ChairmaB, C. J. K. Tynte, Esq., M.P., 
said that *'he felt exceeding difficnitv, from his Incapacity to do jastice 
to its merits. He, perhaps, might have been the better able to have 
folfiUed that duty, if he were not) in some measure, deterred from its 
full performance by the presence of the illustrious indiyidual who was 
its object. He could, however, declare to their trulv noble guest, that 
he felt, and was sure that every^ member of the Craft felt, the most 
unfeigned gratification at nis presence. They had all prayed most 
fMmestly for his recovery — they were now as de€f>ly grateful that the^ 
prayers hi^ been realized. . 

" The prayer of Masons, and of millions besides Masons, had been 
reived with favour, and we have now to celebrate the anniversary 
of his birth-day ; and may he long enjoy such meetings as this. There 
breathes not a Mason that ever can forget the benefits that he has 
conferred upon them'. Let us remember that, suiibring by illness, he 
did not forget us — he was never deterred from furthering our interests. 
This is a theme on which, however, I must not dilate, because I feel 
that his noble and delicate feelings could not approve all that I could 
utter in my gratitude ; and also if I continued any longer, I should 
delay your own expression of enthusiasm to the toast, which is to the 
health of His Boyal Highness the. Duke of Sussex, M.W.G.M., and 
many years of happiness to him." (Long and continued cheers.) 

The Royal Duke rose, evidently affected by the recep- 

the bonds of affection^ between the respective Grand Lodges of our 
fraternity, and among all our Brethren in the threefold division: of 
that mighty Empire which is placed under the dominion ef our 
Gracious Sovereign, who is at once a Brother, and the Patron of our 
Craft 

" That you. my Lord Duke, the Grand Master, together with all tbs 
Brethren under vour rule and ^dance, may long eu^oj every earthly 
blessing which the Great Architect of the Universe can bestow, is tlui 
sincere wish and fervent prayer of 

"Your Grace's 
AfiectionAte Brother and sinceie Friend, 

"(Signed) Augustus Frki>briox, Q.]!** 
« HoUcham, 16th Dec, 1836." 
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" I rtee,''*iaid he, '^nnder oonsidenible emotion ; and hope, if by any 
dianee I should break down in my address, it may be attributed to tM 
extreme sensibility by which I am agitated. There are such a variety 
of ideas forcing themselres upon my mind^ that it is difficult for me 
to arrange and select them ; and I must, therefore, take them as they 
present themselTes, and follow them out as their tide may direct. 
Sensations of a conflicting nature blend together, in my bosom—* 
gratitude and regret, sorrow and enjoyment In looking round upon 
this meeting, ray first impression is that, in my own case, something 
like a miracle has been wrought — ^by the blessing of Providence my 
rfght has been restored ; and most deeply do I feel the debt of grati- 
tude I owe to the Great Architect of the Universe for its restoration; 
and next to that Divine power, to the worthy instrument by whose 



but a light obscure, the strength of which does not enable me to discern 
the form of any individual^ of that part of our community who heighten 
thp value of our prooeedmgs by witnessing them from the galkries, 
and add to our hapniness their presence. This is a lesson to me, 
showing me the value of what I have regained, but admonishing me 
not to look further than I ought. I am informed, there is hardly a 
lady in those galleries, who is not connected, by blood or sentiment, 
with some Brother Mason who is present. In this they evince their 

SSTticipation In our happiness and wishes. They come with us to the 
oor of the Holy Temple ; there they wait our return, and give us a 
cheerful and ready welcome when we join them again. Quite su/e am 
I, after our masonic; meetings, we are not the less welcome. Turning 
to those by whom I am surrounded, I earnestly assure them that 1 
feel most sensibly their kindness in meeting me here this day ; many, I 
know, to their extreme inconvenience, and some have even left their 
beds to meet me with congratulation. I feel the compliment both as a 
Mason and as a man. In reflecting on the occasion of this Fraternal 
meeting, I cannot forget that its peculiar feature is the celebration of 
my natal day, and that at my time of life, and in my situation, I should 
be warned that the sun is going down, and although I can look at it 
quietly, still it is a warning. And looking round upon those who are 
here assembled to greet me, and M\ as is the Hall, how many are the 
pleasant fkoes and warm hearts ^that have passed away from among ua^ 
since I last met the Craft on such an bccasion, within the brief period 
of three years ! Darkness overtook me, but the light is restored, and 
I again address you-^to detail what my sufl^rings have been would be 
a long stoiT. He who presides over all vouchsafed his protection to 
me ; and' this I teH you with thankfulness, that when tne operation 
was performed, and tiie beautiful flood of light burst upon me, most 
forcibly was tnat emphatic expression of Holy Writ bcought to my 
recollection, the instant I regained my sight — *And God said. Let 
there be* liuit, and there was light.^ Nor will the first objects I beheld 
ever pass irom my mind, they are the clouds and the sunshine ; the 
sentiments they produced I will not attempt to describe, because it 
is indescribable. I feel that I am greeted by many kind fiices ; my 



that Hall. 




VSMBMASONRT. 



45 



oOefidir, lMw«m, vsmliidB tne thai many a varm iMart and happr 
£M3e that almost ever presented itse^ are not noir here I That m 
painful to reflect upon; but they have met their reward above. I 
nave now occupied the chair of Grand Master twenty-five years, and 
am arrived at that age when the recollection of sixty becomes lost in 
the encounters of sizt^-^ve ; but I feel, nevertheless, that my heart Is 
as young and as warm as ever ; and as long as it retains your trust, 
your esteem, your confidence, and your afifection, the Ust drop that 
flows from that heart shall foe devoted and delegated to you. (Long 
continued cheers.) The woHhy Brother wiio proposed my health, 
said, that even in siokness I had not forsaken the interests of the 
Craft; but. my regret was ever that I could not be more actimy 
engaged in the service of Freemasonry ; and most of all did I lament 
that! could not aid the M.W.G.M. for Ireland, the Duke of Leinster, 
one of the most active and honest of Masons, in his successful efforts 
to prevent a ban being placed on our Brethren in that country, whose 
loyalty is as undoubted as yours. You have always treated me with 
confidence and kindness — I think I may say that I never abused them, 
at least willingly I never did — to err is human — and whenever an 
error is known t6 be involuntary, it should always be excused. I 
have cone amongst you with feelings of gratitude and intense anxie^ s 
but they almost unman me. The departure of friends causes an awful 
blank ; and so many other ideas press upon me — such as the remem- 
brance of the great good that has been effected in this room; the 
spirit of intelligence that has therein advanced — by which vice has 
been prevented ; and let me add also, that no social virtue has been 
neglected. Tke entrance into such a place where such principles 
reign, causes a holy sensation, which proves that good actions and 
good works are blessings flowing from the comprehensive examination 
of Masonry. May the Great Architect of the. Universe instil into the 
heart of every Mason a deep sense of his might and mercy. 

**I shall thus close my address to you, invoking His blessing uppn 
you all — and when it shall come to your turn to be called away, may 
you feel that hope which every well-regulated mind can alone rely 
upon.'' 

Tbe impression made on the meeting was in perfect 
harmony with tbe address, and was manifested by the 
utmost attention, and, with one or two exceptions, a 
marked avoidance of approbatory interruptions ; and the 



same demonstrations of respect and attachment tiiat 
greeted him on his entry. 

In honour of this happy recovery, addresses were for- 
warded from the Craft in every part of the kingdom. 
The high respect and veneration in which the Koyal 
Duke was held by the fraternity, was now manifested 
by the universal excitement Which prevailed amongst 
the Brethren, and the enthusiastic expressions of jo^ 
with which his restoration to sight was hailed. Theur 
confidence in his aceal, his talent, and his afifection for tha 




marked by the 
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Order, h»d never been questioned ; but recent events had 
caused fl to be proclaiined in language and in deeds, 
which made an indelible impression on His Royal High- 
ness's sensitive nature. Freemasonry had attained, under 
his active superintendence, a dignified, position, which 
commanded the respect of serious and thinking men 
amongst all classes of the community ; and his perse* 
vering care, throughout such a lengthened period of 
time, has become almost identified with its prosperity 
and reputation. The Brethren were not satisfied with a 
simple expression of their gratitude to the Almighty for 
his goodness in restoring their beloved ruler and <5hief, 
but a public testimonial was in progress, which ripened 
into a harvest, equally honourable to themselves, and to 
the royal ohgect of their love and esteem. 

At the March Quarterly Communication, a motion was 
made by Brother Lythgoe, materially affecting the prin- 
ciple of Art. vi., page 19, of the Constitutions. Brothers 
Philipe, Bell, Sangster, McGillivray, aijd Crucefix, sever- 
ally expressed their opinions against the proposed motion, 
whieh was ultimately withdrawn. Some other uouces 
of motion were offered, but the time bavilig elapsed, they 
could not be received; and it was intimated from the 
throne, that in future all notices of motion must come 
through the Committee of Masters. One of these notices 
was to the following effect: "That the state of the 
Funds of the Royal Freemasons* Scjiool for Female 
Children be taken into consideration at the next Quar- 
terly Communication, with a view that the financial 
difficulties of that Institution ni^y relieved by the 
Grand Lodge." 

A Sub-Committee of the friends of the Asvlum for 
aged and decayed Freemasons, which was held early in 
the spring of this year, announced that the design was 
progressing favourably. The idea, at this period, ap- 
peared so full of benevolence and good-will to man, that 
it ^as eagerly patronized by the fraternity in^ every part 
of the globe. In India and South Africa appeals were 
made by the eonstituted authorities in its behalf; and at 
the Cape of Good Hope, the following circular was dis- 
tributed amongst the Ciaft: > 

*^It having been proposed, by oar Brethren in England, to erect and 
endow an Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, a subscription 
has been opened, under the sanction of the Right W. Proy. Grand 
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Ifottnr, fbr tlie TfAxmtuj oontribntions of Soath Africa, in aid of that 
desirable object Subscrijptions will be receiyed bj tiie Hon. J. B. 
Ebden, and W. Oadnej, Esq.. Cape Town ; and by W. M. Edye, Ssq^ 
Graham's Town. By order of tbe R. W. Proy. G. Master." 

In this year our Royal Patron King William lY. paid 
the debt of nature, met a brilliant masonic career of 
half a century. He was initiated in the Prince Q^rge 
Lodge, No. 102, and raised to tbe third degree on the 
13th of March, 1786 ; and two years afterwards enrolled 
himself a Member of tihe Prince of Wales's Lodge. In 
1790 His Royal Highness was constituted Patron of 
Royal Arch Masons, on the demise of the Duke of Cum- 
berland, his uncle; and in 1792 served the oflBice of 
Junior Warden in the above Lodge ; tbe Duke of York 
being Senior Warden ; and the Prince of Wales, Wor- 
shipral Master. Later in life he succeeded to the Chair 
of the Lodge f and when he ascended the throne of these 
realms, signified his gracious pleasure to become the 
Grand Patron of the Order. His Majesty contributed 
to the masonic Schools, and other benevolent Institu- 
tions ; and His Royal Consort, Queen Adelaide, liberally 
supported the Female Charity, of which she allowed 
herself to be nominated the Patroness. His Royal 
Highness the Grand Master, in a ^speech before the 
Grand Lodge, thus describes his Royal Brother's attach- 
ment to the Craft. 

In the character of a Mason onr noble Ring shone forth in 
spleodoar. YooDg and enthosiastic, when he first wore the Appren- 
tice Apron, he hu often declared that the moral imoression made 
upon him at his initiation never could be effaced ; ana it maj safely 
be affirmed, that the principles of our blessed Order were so firmly 
fixed in his upright mind, that they tended to make clear what with- • 
out them might have been difficult As a Brother in Masonry, bo 
acted as a &ithful Craftsman ; as a Master of hie Lodge he protected' 
its interests ; and as Patron of the Order, he shed a lustre around it 
the more brilliant from his private conduct, than from the regal 
splendour which emanated from the crown he wore." 

The Grand Master moved an address of vcondolence to 
the Queen Dowager on this melancholy event; and of 
congratulatioA to Queen Victoria on her accession to the 
Throne. And after his Royal Highness had retired. 
Brother Crucefix moved, and Brother Horah seconded, an 
address of condotence to the Grand Master^ which was 



' See Preston's lUostrations, p. 345. 
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nnammotnly agreed to. Similar addresses were presented 
from the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland. 

All this time the institutions for educating, clothing, 
and apprenticing the orphan children of indigent deceased 
Brethren, continued to flourish and increase; affording 
an unobjectionable evidence of the ^neral tendency of 
Freemasonry, by the blessings which were conferred 
upon these destitute children, thus rescued from cala- 
mity and perhaps crime; and furnished with the* means 
of securing and niaintaining a position in society, that, 
even thei]rparents,~had they lived,, would have been un- 
able to efi^ct. Some judicious arrangements, in behalf 
of these Schools, were made at the Quarterly Communi- 
cation in June, at the earnest recommendation of the 
Grand Master, which received the sanction of the Grand 
Lodge. 

A most interesting exhibition of the Children took 
place on the day when our beloved Queen attained her 
majority. They were assembled in the School-room to 
appear before the Governors, and regaled with a colla- 
tion of fruit, cakes, and wine. The Rev. Mr. Vane, and 
Dr. Crucefix, addressed them in kind and afl^ctionate 
language, directing their attention to the event which 
the meeting was intended to commemorate. Altogether 
the scene was highly gratifying^ and will be long re- 
membered both by the children and their benefactors. 

Our Hibernian Brethren, in Grand Lodge assembled, 
agreed on a resolution at the June Meeting, which, if it 
were adopted as a general rule on the election of Officers 
even in private Lodges, would operate for the benefit of 
the Craft. The regulation requires, as a test of fitness 
for office, some previous regularity of attendance, and 

Erovides, " that no Officer shall be approved of who, 
avinff served a former office, shall be found not to have 
attended, either by person or proxy, four times, at least, 
his half-year of office." 

This regulation might be beneficially introduced into 
the By-Laws of all our Lodges, which can only be suc- 
cessful in their operation, by a strict regularity amount 
the Brethren in the perSformance of every duty which 
tiieir situation in the Lodge imposes. Hence no Brother 
should be admitted to an office, whether supreme or sub- 
ordinate, until he has previously made himself acquainted 
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with itf duties ; nor without he has shewn a promptitude 
and decision in his attendance on the stated Meetings of 
the Order. It is a regulation founded on the spirit of 
our constitutions, having reason for its basis, and tho 
prosperity of the Lodge lor its superstructure. If tried 
and experienced Brethren be placed in exalted offices, 
their example becpmes influential to instruct the younger 
Members m the rules and ceremonies of Masonry; — to 
display the detaOs of office to tiie best advantage ; and 
to ffmde the Brethren in the path of duty, hotii in the 
Loc^e and in the World. 

In the East and West indies, Freemasonry appeared to 
be on the increase ; and it is gratifying to quote the fact 
from the mouth of a Brother oni the spot. Brother J. S« 
Morris, W. }/[. of the Lodge of Perfect Unanimity, No. !» 
Calcutta, thus relates his experience* 

It is now JoBi four yew since I wm appointed to preside over 
the Lodge of Perfect Unanimity, No. 1 ; and I cannpt but regard, 
with eonid pride and pleasure, the mat and happy change whidi has, 
since that period, taken place in the condition of our Lodge, and in 
the state of Masonry in eei^eral at this President^. At that time, owing 
to some unaccountable cause, Masonry had fidl^ into disrepute. 
No. 1 was so thin in numbers, that we could hardly fill the seVeral 
offices of the Lodge. The ranks of the Grand Lodee were proportion- 
ably reduced. Our communications with England had become iir^o- 
]ar and unsatisfactory ; our charitable subscriptions had decreasea to 
such an extent that it was with difBcuIty we could answer the most 
pressing calls of distress. In short, the pure flame of Masonry 
ttnguished, and must have expiied sltogDther, had it not been for the 
unremitting exertions of three of the oest Masons that ever Hved, 
Bros. Lvs and Macdonnell, and our departed 9ro. Gordon, whose 
merits deserve a more lasting memorial than my humble praise. Hpw 
truly gratifying a contrast does the picture of the present moment 
Iffesent. Our Lodge is now equal in numbers, respectability, and 
nrteUigencS) to any m the wwld; the Grand Lodge has been reemited 
from our ranks ; our charitable funds have improved ; and Masonry 
fiouri^es as prosperously as its most ardent admirer could desire " 

After this declaration, let not the friends of Free- 
masonry despair under any circumstances, how adrerse 
BO^er they may be. Zeal and assiduity on the part of 
the presimng Officers, judiciously used, will always be 
Buccescdful in' stimulating the sluggish, and encouraging 
the meek; and the activity of a single talented Mason 
perseyeringl^ exercised, will often restore the energy of 
a Lodge, which its faeft friends have considered to be lost 
beyond redemption. The accounts from all quarters 
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display abundant evidences of the increase of peace and 
good order amongst the fraternity; and also, an aug* 
mented respect for the institution, in those who have not 
yet had the advantage of initiation. Whether we look 
towards the North or the Soutii, or extend our view from 
East to West, the prospect is equally satis£M3tory. The 
true spirit of Freemasonry is at work, and gratifying 
consequences will crown her labours. 

The Quarterly Communication ha December, being the 
first occasion of a new election of Grand Officers since 
the Grand Master's happy restoration to the light of 
Heaven, it was numerously attended, and Brother Moran 
moved the nomination of His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Sussex, as most Worshipful Grand Master for the 
ensuing year. In doing so ne said it would ill become 
him to endeavour to describe, in the manner they de- 
served, the qiasonic virtues and urbane condescension 
of their present Grand Masten It had been said by a 
character of antiquity, of one of the purest and most 
virtuous men of his day, when another attempted his 
eulogy — ">P7hy praise? Who has ever blamed?'* If it 
was necessary anywhere to speak to the fe^lings of men, 
in ord^r to mduce their good wishes towards the Duke 
of Sussex, her6, at least, in this Grand Lodge, such 
necessity could not exist. 

Sev^al discussions had taken place this year on the 
subject of the Laws of Masonry; some of which were 
described as useless, and others were not strictly ob- 
served. In the Freemasons' Quarterly Magazine, we find 
a very sound remark on one particular article of our con- 
stitutions; viz., ^that no Brother shall speak twice to 
the same question, unless in explanation, or the mover 
in reply. Our attention has been called in a forcible 
manner, by several correspondents, to this article, which, 
in itself, is a clause very essential to the promotion of 
order; and its violation, or even the evasion of its spirit, 
has an inconvenient, if not^an unpleasant efiect. There 
are many persons who would be well disposed, and even 
desirous oT offering an opinion upon current questions, 
but are prevented by the time and attention of Grand 
Lodge being pre-occupied. We do not hesitate to say 
that tiie time of Grand Lodge is wasted whenever anv 
deviation from the wholesome statute is permitted. 
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Masonic Law embraces all that 14 necessary of a moral 
and equitable power; we want nothing mote, and 
nothing wanting, would rather not hare what does not 
agree with the spirit of our code." 

To this it may be proper to add, that all interruptioris 
by those who have already addressed a Lodge^ are inde- 
cent towards the Brethren, and disrespectful towards 
the Worshipful Master. They substitute conAision for 
order, and not only prevent truth from bejng elicited, 
but tend to confuse the ideas; and thus prevent the 
Members from arriving at a just and beneficial coo- 
elusion. ' 

The Grand Lodge began, about this time, to entertain 
the idea of forming a Masonic Library. TChe notion is 
excellent, not merely because it will furnish the Brethren 
with the means of access to all masonic publibations, but 
as it forms an unequivocal expression, on the part of the 
rulers of the Craft, that the day is gone by which pro- 
hibits the use of the pen ; and that the publication of 
works on Freemasonry, judiciously written, promises to 
be of great utility, fey this means meritorious conduct 
is displayed, and receives its recompense in the approba- 
tion of the Brethren ; while indifference and neglect is 
roused and warmed intaindustij by the details of flour- 
ishing Lodges; and of the admiration of mental reward 
which are sure to attend the exercise of nlasonic zeal 
and activity. This exprescdon may be hailed by the 
Brethren with j6yf because it precludes all jjrohibition 
against a pubhc discussion pf the general principles of 
Masonry ; provided the writer possess sufficient tact to 
steer clear of any innovation^ on .our peculiar rites and 
ceremonies, and abstoin from printhig such private trans- 
actions of his Lodge as it might be prudent to withhold. 

A formal motion fbr pledging the Grand Lodge to the 
support of the Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, 
pursuant to notice, was made by Df . Crucefix, the Treasu- 
rer ; the following communication from the Grand Master 
havii^ beeii previously read. 

Signed Atjgtwsttjs,— F. G. M. 

^Tbe Grand Master hftving lesmt that the subject of the proposed 
Asylum for decayed Masons was to be brought forward again In draad 
Lodge this eyeniag, thinks it right to repeat the explanation which 
he made yerbally to the Grand Lodge on that subject at a former 
period. 
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*'0a tbAt -oooMkm the Qnnd Master deoUuned, m to the matter 
proposed, that lie was not unfriendly ; but in his situation as Grand 
Master, lie could not at present give it the sanction of his name, and 
thus reoommend it to the Grand Lodge and the Graft at large. That 
such assent could not be obtafaied &m him until he was satisfied 
that such % sum had been ooUected, as would meet the ezpeaces for 
the erection and furnishing the buildings which were proposed, as 
ttkewise give reasonable hope that some proyision Would be funded, 
which, with a little addition, might enable the inhabitants of those 
dwellings to maintain theadselTes without m severe call upon the exist* 
iag Funds of the Grand Lodge. That the Grand Lodge has already 
two public charities to support, and which it is .our duty to secure 
ttcm future wants,' by making toeir peimanent fhnds equal to their 
present expenditmre. 19uch omeet b«iig once attiined, it would &dfi- 
tate the consideration and adoption of measures faveurable to the 
new establishment proposed; but always with the express under- 
standiiig of the conditions previously stated. 

"The Gnnd Master is induced to make these oheervationa with a 
view of warning the Brethrwi not to allow their good feelings to carry 
them awa;^, and, by a hasty vote, peril the charitable Institutians 
already existing, and from which the Graft derives so much benefit. 

" The Grand Master has further to remark, that the Brethren are 
annually called upon to fiumish a eertain number of Stewards to 
manhge the cSnners for thoee two establishments, which become ^ry 
irksome and expensive; it would, therefore,. be both imprudent and 
improvident to impose an additional burden upon the Lo^es by a call 
for a third B(>ard of Stewards on the formation of a new institution, 
and the exertions of which Stewards, however great, oould scarcely 
be expeeted to realise a collection of more Uian one-third the aggre- 
Mtte receipts at the Ai^niversary Meetiogs on behalf pf the existing 
charities ; and that mamly at the cost and loss of those two charities. 

"The GrAnd Master has moreover to add, that although similar 
institutions may be fonned in various parts of the continent, yet the 
same necessity cannot be pleaded Ibr their existence in this country, 
because the many charitable foundations throughout England, to 
which the Brethren may have access, preclude the urgency of this 
appeal to their charitable exertions as Masons.** 
" Kensington Pabce, eth Dec., ISST." 

' Brother Crucefix thep made a yeiy pathetic appeal to 
the assembly in behalf of the aged objects of th^ pro- 
posed chanty, which made an evridefeit impression on the 
brethren present. . It was replied to by Brothers Lyth* 
goe and Henderson, who expsessed a iear lest the con- 
templated institirtion should inflict an injury <on the 
ezistinff charities. Th^ latter o|{fii^rved, that '*he did 
not feel himself called on to.recomm^d the adoption of 
the motion in its present form ; but if the worthy Brother 
would allow a little modification in the wording of the 
Resolutions he had no doubt it would be carried by the 
.Grand Lodge with that unanimity which he was satisfied 
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wtus so anxiously looked for by the Brother who had 
brought the question forward.'* 

Brother Crucefix immediately met the suggestionf by 
withdrawing his original mo4iont and with the concw* 
rence of the seconder, immediately -framed another; and 
not wishing to occupy tiie time of the Grand Lodge by 
a reply, the following resolution was put and carried 
unanimously:—' ^. 

That this Grand Lodge ilecommend the contemplated 
Ainrltim f6r aged and decayed Freemasons to the ulvQur- 
abfe consideration of the Uraft." 

The Resolution was unanimously confirmed at the 
subsequent Quarterly Oommunicatioii in March. 

This was a great {>bint gained for the friends of Hbe 
projected Institution; because it furnished an answer to 
that frequent enquiry of the Provincial Brethren, whether 
the measure had the sancti/cm 6f the maionic Authorities, 
or whether it was a mere private speculation? Fzpm 
this period doni^tions and subscHptions increased; and 
the well-wishers of the charity enjoyed the pleasing 
anticipation, that the benevolent design would now be 
canried into a speedy an4 efficient operation. A list of 
the subscribers was published, and ^ code of regulations 
circulated amongst the paternity* 

*'Thftt It Js expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorioas, 
bat aged and decajred Freemsaon, by the. erection of an Aayliim to 
reoeiTe him within its sanotnary. « 

" That a donation of Fifty Guineas and iq>wardB, ahall lender the 
donor eligible to be proposed as a Tioe-President 

"That a donation of Twenty Guineas, shall MMftute a life 
GoTemor, • 

'*That a donation of. Ten (htj^^M shaU constitiiti a lAS^ Sab* 
scriber. , ' 

''Thi^t Two Guinea annually constitnte a Governor, 

"That One Gtiioea annually shall constitute » Subscriber. 

"That Fiflf Gtitneas from a Lodge shaft entitle it to the privilege 
of a Life governor so loqg as the I^dge shall exist 

That Twenty Guineas from a Lodge 8h%U entitle It to a like pdvl* 
lege for twenty-five years. - ■ . 

"That Ten G\iiqea» from a Lodge shidl entitle it to the privilege 
of a Subscriber for fourteen jears*.: 

« Ai4>Rxs8.— The object of the contemplated Asylum finple^te 
provide that shelter and support, in his latter days, for the werth^ 
aged and decayed Freemason, Wnich *neariv all other classes, hav^ 
already done for those connected with their iMppier houi% dependent 
^ their benevoliace. 
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<<It would be unnaoemiy to nj thing ifi support of sodi ft 

chariiyj to & body witb whom the exercise of that yirtae, in its most 
boundlev ezteat, ie a primary obligation. Its friende and projectors 
utterly discLum all idea of interferenoe with the existing masonic 
OhuitieB, but they simply uivi this as the crowaipg stone of the 
edifice, as the sacred anc in which those who have, in better times, 
contributed to the support of these two admirable Institutipns, soay 
themselves, should the dark hour of distress come, find refuge and 
BOocour. 

"While England abounds in Homes ci Beoert^noe for the dis- 
tressed, it appears a strange anomaly that the aged and decayed Free- 
mason alone is without this cheering prospect — an anomaly rendered 
more striking from the t^t that no body of men has higher patronage, 
richer members, or more benevolent objects." 

During this period the Provinces were gaining strenffth 
by the appointment of efficient Ptorincial Grand Mas- 
ters; and as their daties becai;ne more exemplified hj 
practice, the Brethren increased in zeal, by the efficacy 
of their example* Activity, on the part of the presiding 
Officers, always produces energy and emulation amongst 
the Members. In 0«fordshirei for instance, the seat of 
leaminff and science^ Freemasonry bad previously made 
but a slow and partial progress, although the Brethren 
were not deficient in those re<^uisites by which strength 
and consistency are to be acquired* But the absence of 
a master mind, invested, with aujthority to fan the glow- 
ing embers into a flame, caused a general Ustlessness 
which rendered individual energy incapable of producing 
that reformation in the construction of the Lodges, which 
is the mark of a healthy moral state. 

To remedy this defect, the Grand Master, with his 
usual tact^ nominated to the office of P. G.M. for Oxford 
one of the i>est and most influental Brethren of the 
Order, the D. Gt. M. of England, Lord John Churchill, 
who was installed in that city, and appointed his assist- 
ant officers with great judgment. Id bis Address after 
.Installation, his Lordship made a few very useful obser- 
vations, which some of his Brethren, who hold a similar 
office in other Provinces, would do well to treasure up 
in their minds. He said \^ that ther^ existed no record 
whatever of any former meetings of the Grand Lodffe, 
and that to prevent any excuse for further neglect, he 
should present them with the necessary books to enter 
their proceedings — ^without due order and regularity, 
contiHued his Lordship, little good can be efl^cted ; bat 
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with two such Lodges as are now existing hi Oxford, I 
look forward with the greatest expectation. I hare 
been bred in a service where the printed regulations are 
clearly laid down, and any infraction of an article cen«- 
tained in them has the penalty affixed, so that any one 
who offends, knows well what h6 will suffer. In like 
manner, the Book of Constitutions points o«t the duties 
to be performed, and declares that a breach of moral 
conduct or discipline is to be considered a breach of 
masonic law. I nave' been pretty well drilled into duty 
at the Board of General Purposes, where I have sat for 
some years, and have very intently watched many cases 
of importance that have come before that meeting, so 
that I cannot plead ignorance of my duty; and amouff 
the directions which regulate the office of Provincial 
Grand Master I find these words:— * The Provincial 
Grand Lodge of each Province is to be assembled by the 
P. G. M., or his Deputy, at l^ast mce in every year for 
business, &Cm' so th^t I have no alternative but to obey. 
The arders do not simply intimate that the Provincial 
Grand Lodge may be assembled; but they declare it is 
to be assembled ; and as I point out what my construe* 
tion of the law is as regards mytfelf, I do not h^itate 
to tell you that I ftiHy expect you will use your best 
endeavours to prove^expert and proficient Masons." 

The Brethren of the Humber Lodges in Kingston- 
upon-HulU held' a Grand Dinner this year in honoar of 
the majority of the Princess Victoria, and agreed to an 
address of congratulation -on that event. It" was also 
celebrated at Wakefield, by the Earl -of Mexborough, 
P. G. M., and the^ Brethren of West Yorkshire, and tnany 
other places in England. In a word, the Provinces 
appear to have been at this period in a healthy and 
active state. And as time progressed, - Freemasonry 
^gathered strength, like a ball rolling along tlie deep 
snow on, a soft and geni&l morning in the winter season. 

,The appointment of Lord Ramsay to the Presidency 
of d;he Order in Scotland, gave a favourable impulse to 
Freemasonry in the niDrth; and the pur^ sentiments 
which his Lordship addressed to the Brethren at his 
installation, infused a favourable anticipation of his 
future usefulness, which has been abundantly verified by 
fiicts. Our Scottish Brethren being now impressed with 
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that troe principle of maeonig benevolence, tiiat the 

cooneetioft with a Brother Mason, united by a common 
6bIigation, and the practice of mutual observances, is 
not severed by death, if he leave behind him a family 
of destitute orphans, this year projected a masonic Insti* 
tution in Edinburgh for educating and advancing the 
prospects in life of the daughters of indigent and de- 
ceased Freemasons. In their preliminary address, they 
confess that it has long been held as a matter of re- 
jKToacb against the masonic fraternity in Scotland, that, 
while in every part of the empire, provision is n^aking 
for the education of the distressed poor, ahd the capitals 
of the sister kingdoms possess institutions exclusively 
belonging to the Craft, which 4r^ at once the pride and 
boast of the nation ; the metropolis, though rich in other 
valuable institutions, possesses uo establishment devoted 
exclusively to the benefit of the children of Freemasons, 
a society which, from the earliest period of antiquity, 
has stood pre*eminent for practical benevolence in every 
quarter of the civilized world." By the above establish- 
ment, therefore, thy have nobly redeemed the character 
of Scottish Masonry. 

The Brethren of the north still further distinguished 
themselves during the present year, by holding a Grand 
Assembly at Glasgow, under the authority of the Lord 
Provost, the £[ooourable W. Mills, who was also Provin- 
cial Grand Master, to level the ibotstone of a monument 
to the memory of our talented and worthy Brother, Sir 
Walter Scott, Bart., who was initiated into Masonry in 
the Lodge of St. David's, Edinburgh. As eveiy thing 
connected with this distinguished individual is of interest 
to society at large, it will be necessary to go somewhat 
into detail on sudb a memorable occasion to Freemasonry. 
The Magistrates of Glasgow, Gorbals, Calton, and An- 
derton^ were in attendance, as well as the entire €liie of* 
the -country, and the Brethren of numerous Lodges who 
were formed into a general procession, protected bjT 
troops of the 9th Lancers, and the 42d regiment of foot, 
from the Court Hall to St. George's Square, the site of 
the intended column. The Brethren, clothed in AiU 
masonic costume, and decorated with official and honor- 
ary jewels, marched- four abreast ; each Lodffe being 
preceded by a band of music, and recognised by its 
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af^ropriate baaner. The proceedings were condueted 
with extraordinary regularity. When the Junior Lodge 
arriyed at the entrance of St. Greorge's Square it halted, 
and opened right and lefk, and bo on with the otheif 
Lodges in succession, according to their seniority, in 
order to allow the Orand Lodge of Scotland to advance 
to the site of the monumental column* On arriving, the 
Grand Master proclaimed silence, and the Rev. Dr. 
McLeod mounted a temporary rostrum erected for the 
occavioD, and offered up an eloquent and impressive 

Srayer. After which the ceremony of laying the foun- 
atioa-stone was completed, with the usual masonie 
benediction 

The Grand Master (the Lord Provost) caused the 
Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary to deposit the 
papers and coins in the cavity of 'the stone, the band 
playing Great Lights to shine," during which the stone 
was let down with three regular stops. The Grand 
Master, with the Sub-Grand Master, and Grand Wardens 
before them, then passed down to the stone, the Grand 
Master on the East, the Grand Wardens on the West, 
when the Grand Master said, *s* Right Worshipful Sub- 
Grand Master, you will cause the various implements to 
be applied to the stone, in order that it may be laid in 
its bed according to the rules of architecture." The 
Sub-Grand Master having then ordered the Wardens to 
do their duty, 

The usual interrogatories were made as follows : — 

Grand Masf^.^^* Right Worshipful Sub-Grand Master, 
what is the proper Jewel of your oflBce Answer* — 
"The Square." 

*^ Have you applied the Square to those parts o( the 
stone that should be square ?" Anstper. — " 1 have, Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, and the Craftsmen have donq 
their duty." 

Grand Master. — "Right Worshipful Senior Grand 
Warden, what is the proper Jewel of your office ?*• An* 
nocr.— " The Level." 

"Have you applied the Level to the stone?" Answer. 
— "I have. Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the 
Craftsmen have d6ne their duty." 

Grand Master. — "Right Worshipful Junior Grande 
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Warden, what is the proper Jewel of your office V As^ 
$wer.—'' The Plumb.'^ 

nave you applied the Plumb to the aeveral ed^es of 
the stone ?'* Amwer. — '* I haye. Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, and the Craftsmen have done their duty.'* 

The Grand Master then said, Having full confidence 
of your skill in the Royal Art, it remains with me now 
to nnish our work.'' He then gave three knocks on the 
stone, and said, ^^May this undertaking be conducted 
and completed by the Craftsmen according to the grand 
plan, in Peace, Love, and Harmony." — ^The uHisic there- 
after plapng, On, my dear Brethren," during which 
the cornucopia and cups, with the com, wine, and oil, 
were given to the Sub-Grand Master, and the Senior and 
Junior Grand Wardens. ' These they delivered to the 
Giand Master, in turn, who spread the corn, the wine, 
and the oil on the stone, and pronounced the Grand 
Benediction — '^May com, wine, and oil, and all the 
necessaries of life, abound among men throughout the 
world, and may the blessing of the Supreme Grand 
Architect of the Universe be upon this undertaking, and 
may it be preserved to the latest ages, in order that it 
may promote the views for which this monument is to 
be erected." The Band then played the " Mason's An- 
tiiem," and the Grand Master returned to the platform* 
The music having ceased, the assembly was addressed 
by the P. G. M., who said : — 

Principal Macfarlane and Gentlemen : We have performed an act 
^rklch, while it honours the dead, at the same time honours the living. 
By erecting a monument to departed genius, we leave to our posterity 
a tangible proof that the venerations among whom Sir Walter Scott 
livsd were in so far woruiy of him, that they could appoeciate his 
merit. We have been doing what, more perhapa than any other act, 
helps society forward in the road of social improvement. Eveiy 
monument erected to a ^^t and good man, is an ever fresh monJ 
lesson to the public We have been doing what tends to cement 
Sodetyo-'iB all that conoems men— in the matters of public and 
d<Hne8tie life — ^in the certainties of this worid and the hopes of the 
Aezt. There are, and in our nature there ever must be, a diversity 
of opinions and affections. Experience seems to teach, that in the 
society where these are most fteely expressed — ^where men most fineely 
emolate each other in endeavours to promote their favourite views-^ 
the greatest discoveries are made, and the greatest actions are per- 
formed. But rivalry and emulation alienate men and cultivate the 
less amiable passions. It is good, therefore, to ieise on all those 
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occMioDB which can re-unite us in thai love which ia one of the 

attributes of our nature ; and what occauon can there be so well fitted 
for this purpose, as when men of every creed and every opinion which 
divide society, unite in common homage to the memory of sotiie dis- 
tinguished fellow-citizen. Their coomion administration teaches them 
that, however widely they may differ, they still have one conunon 
nature, and that their points of reBemblan9e form exactly what is 
noblest about them. There could not be a mind more admirably 
constituted for producing this desirable e^ct, than that of the great 
man whoee memory we meet to honour. Those of his works which 
will live ^ith the nation's laneoage, are not controversial, stirring up 
strife ; they are pictures of life^ around which all men gather, to d^ 
rive enjoymeift. Their distinguished features are the power of noting 
and expressing the peculiarities of character, as well as the fertility of 
invention. We, from whose firesides — ^from the living inmates of 
whose domestic circles his characters were drawn— <»n feci and attest 
their identity with nature. We have sat at table with — we have 
shaken hands with — we have quarrelled and been friends with — ^his 
Dandie Dlnimonts. his Guddie Headriggs, and last, tidongh not least, 
his Baillie Nicol Jarvi^s. There can be no testimony to the truth of 
his portraits so strong and credible as ours. But it is from those less 
familiar with his prototypes that testimony must be borne of the 
power and originality of his genius. It has been left to posterity to 
bear this testimony. Already his fimie has been echoed back to us 
by distant lands, in which a differently constituted society judges as 
impartially oi bifl merits as the latest posterity will be Able to do. It 
must be pardoned us if we indulge in a feeling of self-gratulation, that, 
while every anxiety has been expressed to pay a tribute to the memory 
of Sir Walter Soott, (Glasgow has been first to realise the honourable 
intention. He has deserved it at our hand»— his heart and imagina- 
tion were wedded tq the old chivalrous times— and yet no man has 
delineated with a more graphic hand, the peculiarities of the founders 
of that state of society in which we of this country live— the origina- 
tors of that self-reliance and persevering enterpriae wUch has chuiged 
the h/ce of the whole country around us. and which will change it to 
something nobler and better still. Gentlemen, I return my sincere 
acknowledgm^ts to all .wbo have assisted me in the discharge of this 
pleasing and important duty. To the Brethren of the Grand Lodge : 
to the Committee of management : to the Members of the various 
Public Bodies who have favoured us with their company: to the 
whole of i|iy Fellow-Citizens, with whom solemnities like this draw 
closer the cords of love, first knit by more oneroud, and therefore, 
more anxious ties : to all, this monument, when completed, must be 
an interesting object. To me it must be eminently so from the grati- 
fying recoUe^ons it will ever awaken in my mmd." 

The very Rev. Principal Macfarlane returned ihanki 
iB aD appropriate speech, at the concladoD of which the 
band struck up the Mason's Anthmn, and the Brethren 
moved off to their respective Lodge^rooms. 

In other.parts of Scotland the Brethren were equally- 
active and zealous ; and took a part in all public works. 
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At Aberdeeiit the foiiiidati<NDH6toM of the Maru^al Ool 
lege was laid with maeonic honours, by the Duke of 
Bichmond. The Brethren of the Operative Lodge at 



the Royal Victoria Railway. At Dumfries, the Provin- 
cial Lodges, to the number of twelve, under the direction 
of the D.P.G.M., were convened to assist at the ceremo- 
nial of laying the foundation-stone of St. Mary's Church» 
and about the same time several Lodges assemblod under 
the proper authorities, to lay the first $tone of the new 
Harbour at Stotfield Point 

This year was also distinguished by an important peti- 
tion from Western India, which shows the anxiety of our 
Colonial Brethren to augment the influence of Freema- 
sonry in those distant provinces of the empire* The 
object of the petition Was to induce His Rovai Highness 
the Grand Master to constitute a Grand Lodge for those 
parts, and appoint a District Grand Master, with power 
to nominate his Officers ; and also. Special Deputies for 
the more remote parts of the extensive province of North 
Western India ; and to legislate generally /or the benefit 
of Masonry there. This would undoubtedly be beneficial 
to Freemasonry, and lead to the most gratifying results; 
inasmuch as, in the absence of competent authorities, the 
Brethren in situations remote from the Mother Lodge 
are apt to relapse into apathy and indifierence, from an 
apprehension that their proceedings might not be in 
stnct accordance with the constitutions of the Order; 
besides the disadvantage .which arises from the want of 
an authorized leader, who is duly qualified to direct and 
influence the general affairs which unite the individual 
Lodges of a district with each other, and promote the 
unanimity of sentiment and action which is essential to 
the welfare and prosperity of any public institution. At 
a Babsequent Quarterly Communication of Grand LodgOt 
the Grand Master announced, that, in consideration of 
the above petition, it was his intention to. place those 
Ptovidices under tht care of the Grand Registrar, with 
Mwer to nominate a Deputy Grand Master, and other 
Offioecs, until his Royal Highness shall appoint his own 
immediate representative. The intelligence was received 
i& India with the greatest satisfaction. 

la the month of February, the D.P.G.M. for Dorset 
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laid the first stone of « new Guildhall at Weymoiith^ 
with masonic honours, after an appropriate sermon by 
the Bev. Willoughby Brassey, P.G-.C. In May, a eon- 
Yocation of the Brethren was holden at Wakefield, by 
the Earl of Mexborough, P.G JL, for the purpose of 
layinff the foundation-stone of the New Exchange in that 
populous and improving town; at Sidmouth, the first 
stone of a new Rer was deposited in^ the name of the 
Princess Victoria, by the Rev. Dr. Carwithen, D.P.G.M. 
The Masons of Bath, although not solicited to assist in 
the ceremonial of laying the foundation-stone of an obe- 
lisk intended to commemorate the day when the Princess 
attained her majority, 'determined, by a public dinner, 
to display their attachment to the reigning family, and 
as a demonstration of respect to that member of it who 
is heir apparent to the throne. In August, the Frater- 
nity assembled at Northampton, to assist in levelling the 
foot-stone of a new Church, in All Saints Parish, which 
was deposited by the Marquis of Northampton ; and, at 
Birmingham, the same ceremony was performed at the 
commencement of Bishop Ryder's Church, by the Bishop 
of Worcester, and N. L. Torrey, Esq., D.P.G.M. of Free 
and Accepted Masons for Warwickshire. 

Several testimonials to meritorious Brethren distin- 
guished this year. In January a snufi* box was presented 
to Brother James Bums, LL.D., F.R.S., P.G.M. for the 
Western Provinces of India; in March a silyer tankard 
to Brother Provost Rutherford, of St. Andrew's Lodge, 
Scotland ; in April a silver vase to Brother Dr. Burns, 
previously to his departing for India; and a valuable 
watch and case to Brother Peter Thompson, of the Lodge 
of Instruction, London. In May a silver cup to Brother 
W. P. Norris, Grand Stewards' Lodge ; and a silver salver 
to Brother Eales White, of the Lodge of Unanimity, 
Taunton. In JUne a silver waiter and tea service to 
Brother Thomas Brutton, Stafford ; and in December a 
silver cup to Brother Dr. James Rattray, Kilwinning 
* Lodge, Glasgow; a silver medal to Brother the Rev 
James Nerval, St. Peter's Lodge, Montrose, and a silver 
snuffbox to Brother M. H. Bracken, Masonic Lodge, 642, 
Montrose. 

These details cannot fail to be gratifying to every lover 
of the ancient science. When we observe wealth, rank 
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and talent combioiDg to confer honour on an institution 
of universal benevolence; and ^'the great ones of the 
earth" dad in the badge of innocence, and united in the 
boqd of friendship with worth j men in the inferior classes 
of society, to trace wisdom and to follow virtue ; we no 
longer fear for the stability of this great and efficient 
scheme for promoting the interests of morality and 
science. 
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CHAP. V. 

Hutory of Freemasonry in the Year 1838. 

In our historical notices of Freemasonry connected 
with the present times, it is necessary to record the pro- 
gress of tne science in every qaartor of the globe. To 
confine our observations to our own country, would be 
to circumscribe the Order within very narrow limits, 
because Masonry is universal in its operation. And 
though it is freely admitted that its energies appear in 
superior activity amongst ourselves of the United King- 
dom, yet its branches, spreading to distant parts of the 
globe, bud, and blossom, and.'aii^lay healthy tokens of 
an abundance of sound and wholesome fruit. To these 
our attontion must be directed, as our feelings are highly 
interested in their behalf, because the pure principles of 
the Graft are observed to be gradually developing them- 
selves in transactions, which combine great public and 
private usefulness. At the commencement of the yeai 
lS38j the Montego Bay Friendly Lodge, in Jamaica, 
distinguished itself by a public display of much interest 
to the community, and of essential benefit to the Lodge* 
At the animal inauguration of the Officers, a procession 
was formed to Church, and a sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Brother Lawson, for the benefit of the Asylum 
for M;ed and decayed Freemasons ; after which the sum 
of ^0 was collected. The Brethren adjourned to 
dinner, and many benevolent speeches were delivered; 
while peace and harmony reigned throughout the entire 
proceedings. The day's entertainment, from the im- 
pressive, orderly, and correct performance of all. the 
e ceremonies and duties, must form a striking evidence to 
the inhabitants, of the benefits arising from Freemasonry ; 
as the Brethren subscribed liberally to further the objects 
of an institution at so ^;reat a distance, that they could 
scarcely expect to participate in the advantages of its 
operation. 
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Such meetings as these, where sacred charity is blended 
with social mirth, and the matual interchange of bene- 
volent feelings, ^o indeed show Freemasonry in its true 
light, as an institution which fosters and improves the 
best affections of our nature; and carries into active 
operation the favourite- maxfin of the vnsest and most 
holy of beings — do unto others as you would have thw 
do to you." ■ 

The provinces in our own country showed this year a 
eonsiderable degree of activity. Grand meetings were 
holden in every part of the umted kingdom, attended by 
the rich and talented, the nobility and clergy, as well as 
the more humble Brethren who swell out our ranks by 
their numbers^ resf^ectability, and moral worth. In 
many Instances processions were used, which bore a 
character of imposing splendour wknown to the frater- 
nity fifty y^ars ago. The great improvements which 
have taken place in the masonic costume and appoint^ 
ments are highly judicious, and show a disposition in our 
rulers to advance progressively with the times in display, 
as well as in science and benevolence. And in those 
instances where processions have been deemed necessary, 
the proceedings have borne an animated and decorous 
character, that clearly evinces the decided interest with 
which Freemasonry is regarded in the present day; not 
only by the Brethren, but by those who profess to view 
our transactions v^ith doubt, jealousy, er curiosity ; and 
deliberate With, themselves on the propriety and prudence 
of joining our ranks. There are, indeed, many uninitiated 
persons, who, while they outwardly affect to regard 'die 
Order with indifference, actually take a very great interest 
in its proceedings, and watch our motions with a scru- 
tiniziog eye. To all such peisons the activity of our 
Provincial Lodges, openly displayed, presents a favourable 
view of the Craft; md as, in most casesi the unimpeach- 
able conduct of the Brethren exemplifies their profession, 
we are at no loss to account for the rapid increase, both 
in mimbers and respectability, which have strengthened 
and unproved the Order in the present dav* 

It is quite clear that a ^eat mond revolution has been 
effected in the public mind, respecting the soienoe of 
Freemasonry. The mists of prejudice which floated 
before the eyes of our forefathers, and occasioned feelings 
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and impressions nsfayonrable to the Craft, haye been 
cleared away by the undisguised record of our social 
meetings; and suspicions whicb were formerly indulged 
against us, for want of masonii) information, which has 
been recently ftimished fireely, are no longer allowed to 
operate to our disadvantage. Hence, those who regai^ded 
freemasonry with feelings allied to hprror and d^gust, 
now look on it with indulgence; and many of its pre- 
judiced opposers have joined its ranks, and laud the 
Institution which was once" a stumbling block ^nd an 
object of detestation. Such is the present influence of 
our noble Order. Let the Brethren ne carefol to defend 
the ancient landmarks, and to adorn the science by the 
practice of moral virtue; and soon Freemasonry will 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

We have now arrived at' an epoch in Masonry. The 
BubscriptioDS were completed for presenting a trophy to 
the Grand Master, on his having occupied the throne of 
the Grand Lodge few a quarter of a centuiy ; a fact un- 
exampled in the history of Masonry, and the offering 
being ready for presentation, the Brethren assembled 
numerously at Freemasons' Hall, to celebrate the Grand 
Festival, at which the cei-emony was to take place. 
Nearly five hundred Brethren were present^ His Royal 
Highness occupied the throne, being in exeellent health 
and spirits. When the routing business was disposed of, 
Lord John Churchill rose and expressed himself as 
follows: — * 

I am Quite incompetent to do justioe to the toast whicli I am 
abont to ofrer. I Bball tiiefefore content myself hj proposing to yon 
the health of our M. W. G. M., an inflividual whova no eulogy of mine 
can affect, and who hem so kindly presided over us for a quarter of a 
century.*' . 

His Lordship then read the following address of the 
Committee of the Masonic Offering 9r 

*^To His Royal Highness Prince Au^gnstos Frederick, Dnke of 
Sussex, K. G^., £c., A:c., 6co., most Worshipfol Grand Master 
of Ancient, Free, and Aooe^^ted Masons of England. 
Most Worshipful Sir, 
We, a Committee of the Brethren, associated for the purpose of 
presenting a Totive offering to their Grand Master, respeotfolly ap- 
proach your Rojal Highness tb eiq>ress the feelings, and to fulfil the 
wishes of the great hody of Masons whom we represent. 

For them. Sir, and Ibr ourselTes, we ferrenfly acknowledge the' 
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deep deht of mtitoda due to your RojnJ. Highnew fipom tiM Cnft 
of England. We do honour to ourselves in thus publicly proclaiming 
the truth and the boast, that the illustrious Prince, who, during the 
twenty-five years now rolled by, has ruled tiie Order by its own free 
okoioe, has rendered to Masonir services unparalleled in its histoir. 

**For the high social rank which the fraternity now hc^ds ia tais 
country — for tne absolute exclusion from our peaceful temple of those 
divisions, religious and political, by which men are elsewhere dis- 
tracted — for our increased and increasing prosperity, we feel, and we 
glory in the recollection, how much we owe to your Royal SSghness. 
The events of the last quarter of a century afford a bnght example 
to other countries, and to future times, how perfectiy, under a wise, 
benevolent, and zecdous ruler, the freedom of our Institations may 
consist with the preservation of union and discipline, the happiness 
of our Members^ and the promotion of all those high interests which 
are the great objects of Freemasonry. 

**Ia testimony of the deep seuse which we and our Brother Sub- 
scriberQ entertain of the obligations which we owe, in common with 
every member of the Order, we pray joxa Royal Highness to be 
pleased to aeoept the work of art whi(»x is now before us. It will, we 
are persuaded, derive value in your Royal Highness's estimation, from 
the .circumstance, that in this offering of gratitude, Masons of all 
ranks and in all countries have concurred. Towards this grateful 
object, contributions have spontaneously flowed from Brethren far 
and neaar ; in Lodges, and as individuals, from the Provincial tl^rand 
Master to the entered Apprentice, from the British Isles to the farthest 
parts of the world. The sentiments which the Brethren entertain 
towards your Royal Highness, have proved to be as universal fiA the 
principles which' they are taught to profess. 

To preserve some record of these sentimentsf, and the occasion 
and mode of their expression, we have embodied, in print, a state- 
ment of the circumstances attendhig this (>ffering. And we further 
pray your Royal Highness to accept this copy of thfe little volume 
from which tlie future historian may learn how strong and how just 
are the feelings by which we are animated towards our illustrious 
Grand Master. 

Finally, and in the heartfelt consciousness that in this, prayer 
every ^ood Mason will uni^, we supplicate the Grand Architect of 
the Universe, that the favours of Heaven may be continued to him 
who has so well deserved them ; and that your Royal Highness may 
long rule, in health and hi^piness, over a grateful and united Bro- 
therhood. 

Freemasons' Hall, 2$th Apol, A. L. 584S^." 

The offering was raised upon an elevation behind the 
chair, and covered with a wnite cloth. The recess in 
which it was placed was hidden with purple cloth, and 
a vast body of lig^ht waa thrown upon the spot. When 
his Lordship presented the little volunae descriptive of 
the offering, to His Royal Highness, Brothers Crucefiz 
and Norris, who supported the drapery, suddenly with* 
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drew it, and the oflering burst into view amidst general 
approbation. Lord John Churchill was much affected 
whilst reading the address, and the honoured object of 
its acceptance betrayed considerable emotion. The 
Committee were ranged behind the chair so as to face 
the company. After the applause had subsided. His 
Royal Highness rose, and addressed the Brethren in the 
following words: 

Blather R. W. ]>eputy Gr»ad Master. Provindsl Grand Masters 
Officera of the Grand Lodge, and Brethren, — I rise under feelings of 
intense interest ; and, if I may use the ezpreftsion, amidst a wuiare 
of feelings, to utter my humhle and nnoere thanks for the kindness 
eyinced to me on the present occasion, it is not the trifle that is 
offered, but the sensation which it has produced, which affects me ; it 
Is o€ a mingled nature, and consequently yery difficult to express. 

^ Surrounded by s6 many faces, seeing so many kind friendB, and yet 
miMrking yacancies, crowded as the tables are, whirik cast a shade upon 
thought, it is impossible to feel rery lively, or that I should express 
myself as I ought. You haye kindly noticed the past period of 
tweoty-fiye years — aye, to me twenty-five years of great anxiety — ^1 
have prsnded oyer you with fidelity, yet sometimes with feelit^gs of 
oppression. Your kindness has given vigour, and I feel renovated 
and from that kindness I have derived my confidence. In my career 
I have met with many and severe trials — trials to which human nature 
ought to be exposed, and which, as a Mason, it was my duty to bear 
up against. I have observed many a kind heart has been laid low, and 
my account must be rendered up. On tibie mercy of God I have ever 
relied, and in the rectitude of my conscienee I shall lay down my 
head in peace. That is a subject which, every morning, a Mason 
ought to call to mind, when he supplicates his Maker, and when he 
closei\ his eyes. 

^ When the pro&ne, who do not know our .mysteries, are carried 
away by prejudice, and do not aciknowledge the vahie of our Society, 
tet them learn by our conduct, that a good Mason is a good moral man, 
and as such wiH not trifie with hia obligation. 

The principles of morality I am bound to enforce, and did I not, 
I should betray the confidence you repose in me. For myself, I want 
no compliment ; no fiivour. Deeply as I am indebted to the Brethren, 
yet I oould not. receive a compliment out of the fund of the Grand 
Lodge. Twice I have refused that coifipliment, because that is public 
property, to be araropriated to masonic matters only, and it would 
behi^ly ineorrect ta encroach upon it in any other way; and if one 
ferthmg of it be touched for any other purpose than that of charity, 
you would be wanting in your dul^. ^e Brethren then listened to 
me and the matter dropped. I, however, stated, that, if at some 
future period a spontaneous and united offer of a compliment, not taken 
from the puUiefund, was decided upon, after twenty-five years of ser 
yiee, I should not obj^ The Duke of Sussex, in accepting this offer- 
ing, cannot be accused <tf robbing the poor Mason of a single penny. 
Arriving at the twenty-sixth year of my Presidency, it is a warning 
to me how I cm pUoad. 
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^Mv datj as toot Grand Master is, to take care that no reUgioos 

or political question intrudes itselC and had I thought that in present- 
ing this irihate, anr political feeing had influenced the Brethren. I 
can onlr say, that then the Grand Master would not have been grati- 
fied. Our object is unammitv, sad we can find a centre of unaoimitj 
unknown elsewhere. I recollect twentj-five ^ears ago, at a meeting 
in many respects similar to the present a magnificent Jewel (by a vol- 
mitary TOte») was pt«sented to Earl Mob^ preyious to his journey to 
India. I had the honour to preside, and I remember the powerfid 
and beautiful appeal which that excellent Brother made on tiie oooa* 
sion. I am now sixty-six years of age— I sav this without regret — 
the true Mason oo^t to think that the first day of his birth is but a 
step on his way to the final close of li&. When I tell you that I have 
completed forty years of a masonic life^-^ere may be older Maaon»— 
but that is a pretty good specimen of my attachment to the Order. 

In 1798 I entered Masonry in a Lodge at Berlin, and there I 
served several offices, and as WaAlen was a roprssentative of the 
Lodge in the Grand Lodge of England. I afterwards was acknowledged 
and received with the usual complimei^ paid to a member of the Roy- 
al family, by being appointed a Past Grand Warden. I again went 
abroad for three years^ add on my return joined various Lodges ; and 
upon the retirement of the Prince Regent, who became Patron of the 
Order^ I was elected Gkand Master. An epoch of considerable inter- 
est intervened, and I became charged, in 181^ with a most important 
mission — the tlnion of the two London Societies. My excellent Bro- 
ther, the Duke of Rent, accepted the title of Grand Master of the 
Athol Masons, as they were denominated ; I was the Grand Master of 
those called the Prinoe of Wales's, In three montiie we carried the 
union of the two Societies, and I had the happiness <tf presiding over 
the united Fraternity, This I consider to have been the happiest 
event of my life. It brought all Masons upon the )evel and square, 
and showed the worid at large, that the differences of common life dia 
not exist in Masonry ; and it showed to Masons, that by a long pn^ 
a strong pull, and a pull altogether, great good might be effected. 

I have endeavoured all through my masonic career, to bring into 
Masonry the great f^t, that from the highest to tne lowest, all 
should feel convinced that the one could not exist without the otner. 

Every Masou owes respect to the recognized institutions of socie^, 
and the higher his station, the more is required from him* The great 
power of Masonry is the example— the chain extends from the highest 
to the lowest, and if one link shall break, the whole is endangered. 

" I recommend to you order, r^larity, and observance of masonic 
duties. If you differ with any Brother, never attribute sinister 
motives to him with whom you dii^r. These are principleB, Brethren, 
which I hope to enforce; and many a time have I checked mysn 
from too marked an expression, thinking that a Brother might not be 
aware of his position, and we have argued the matter in private. I 
trust in this, the twenty-fifth year of my Presidency, I may not be con- 
sidered saying too much by declaring what I have always done. I am 
grateful for the kindness and afiection hitherto shown^ and that my 
government, so far as it may be so considered, is one of kindness and 
confidence. I once i^ain enjoin observance of the laws, which are 
founded upon equity^ and not special pleadii^. Equity is our princi- 
ple — ^honour our guide.— I gave full scope to my feeliiigs ia Grand 
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Lodg^ nd hftve foigoitoD all thai pMtad^ezoepi tho«e of g6o4-?riU wifli 
which I left it ; and assare the Brethren, that as lopg aa waj sernoea 
are at mj own command, the Grand Lodge may daim them : but the j 
shall be giyen honestly, fearlessly, and fikithmlly. Again, I uncerely 
thanktha Brethren, a&d drink good health to all.'' 

His Royal Highness resumed' his seat amidst the 
warmest exhibitiou of grateful feelings ever>^tnessed in 
Freemasons' Hall. 0 

The masonic offering was a Candelabrumt the base 
being about twenty^eight inches long by twenty*four 
inches broad; the greatest extent of the branches for the 
lights is three feet bj two feet six inches; and the 
whole height is three feet seven inches. The principal 
feature of the design is a circular temple of architecturei 
formed by six columns of the Corinthian order, support^ 
ing an enriched dome^ crowned by the figure of Apollo. 
On the frieze are represented the twelve signs of the Zo- 
diac. In the interior of the Temple, resting on a* tesse- 
lated pavement, is seen the altar with the volume of the 
sacred law unfoldied, and the square and compasses 
thereon. The temple is raised on a drcular pedestalt 
which again rests on a square plinth or step; on the 
projecting angles of which are seated four figures, emble^ 
matical of astronomy, geometry^ sculpture, and architeo* 
ture. Asti^Niomy is contemplating the heavens, and 
holding in one hand a sextant, and in the other a telescope, 
her head crowned with stars as with a diadem, five in 
number. Geometry is depicted as contemplating the 
globe, measuring its parts and ascertaining its propor- 
tions with the compasses; and the mystic triangle is 
marked on her pedestal correct* Sculpture is represented 
with the mallet and chisel, having just eompleted the bust 
of Socrates, emblematical of the devotion of the fine 
arts to the promotion of the moral virtues. Architecture 
is typified by the plan of a temple which she is unfold-* 
ing. to view. The whole of the Temple with its classical 
accompaniments is placed on a superb base. Froio the 
angles spring four branches for lignts, the cup to receive 
the lights being in the form of the lotus leaf. The 
whole may be used as a candelabrum when artificial 
light is required, or otherwise without the branches in its 
more simple form, without appearing imperfect. The 
base has on each of its four faces an ornamental paneL 
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Three of these are enriched with historical tablets, in low 

relief and the fourth contwis the inscription. The 
frames of these tablets are ornamented with the oliye» 
com, and pomegranate, emblematical of those blessings 
o^ Providence which Masonry teaches us to difiuse and 
employ for the welfare of our fellow creatures* The 
tablet on the principal face represents the Union of the 
two Fraternities of English Freemasons, so happily 
accomplished by His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
in conjunction with His Rpyal Highness the late Duke 
•of Kent, in the year 1813. The two illustrious Grand 
Masters, surrounded . by their respective Grand Officers 
and other Brethren, are represented as ratifying and com- 
pleting the Act of Union ; the instrument of which was 
forthwith deposited in tae Ark of the Covenant, the 
svmbol of the Grand Edifice of Union* The all-seeing 
Eye of Providence is represented as casting its refulgent 
rays on the deed. The tablet to the left of the above 
represents Solomon receiving from his father King David, 
the plan of the temple to be erected at Jerusalem, 
according to the instructions which the Almighty had 
communicated to hjira in a vision. The third tablet rep- 
resents the Temple completed, and Kin^ Solomon in the 
act of dedicating it to God's holy service. The fourth 
tablet contains the inscription, which is as follows:— . 

TO 

HIS ROYAL HiafiHBSS 

AUOUSTUS FREDBBIOK 

DUKE OP SUSSEX, E.G., 

&0m &0., &0., 
IN OOMMBUORATION OF COMPURIHO 
TWENTY-PIYB TEARS 
ORAIID MASTER OF ENGLISH FREEllASOllS, 
FROM mS AFFECTIONATE BRETHREN. 

183a* 

A grand masonic f^te was this year given in Dublin, 
by the Brethren of St. Patrick's Lodge, No. 50, to 
upwards of a thousand of the 61ite of that city, including 
the Viceroy, and her Excellency the Countess of Mul- 
grave and suite, who arrived at the Rotunda, where the 

> The above desoription has bsan extracted ttom the published 
Pamphlet of tiia pxooeediiig8» 
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entertaimnent was given, in six carriaget, escorted by the 
8th Hussars; and were receiyedby Past Masters Baldwin, 
Tenison, Wright, and Fitton; and a procession was 
formed to condnet the yice-regal party to the throne 
room. The apartments for dancing and refreshments, 
were beautif&U^ decorated with masonic banners and 
devices ; and brilliantly illuminated with or moJu lustres, 
disposed with great ^te and munificence* The band of 
the Royal Fusileers, in full uniform, was in attendance. 
When the doors were opened, the throng of carria^s 
commenced setting down their company }n Cavendish 
Bow, where a covered canopy, curtained with light blue 
moreen and carpeted with scarlet, had been erected for 
their reception. 

When the rooms were filled, the scene was very gay 
and imposing. The radiant array of white and blue 
plumage ; the exquisitely wrought dresses of every tint 
and hue^ which varied taste could suggest ; the spark- 
ling of cfiamonds, and eyes still brighter, Hashing fi'om 
the countless beauties whose presence ^aced this gorge- 
ous assembly, combined with the various . military uni- 
forms, and the costly insignia of the brethren, rich in Hhe 
grandeur and glory of jewelled gold," tended to heighten 
the efieot and throw a pleasing variely over a scene 
frhich looked like a fairy festival in an eastern romance* 

The members appeared in the nc^w uniform of the 
Lodge No. 50. The coat bltok, velvet collar and cuffs, 
lined in the skirts and breast with white satin ; the but- 
ton silver, having on it in raised characters, the square 
and compasses surmounting the letters 0. |). (St. 
Patrick' s Lodge), and underneath the figures 50. The 
Brethren not departing from the cherished principle)9 of 
Freemasonry, but on the contrary being anxious to pro- 
mote employment amongst the impoverished weavers, 
appeared in tabinet or poplin vests of various colours, 
for the most pdrt embroidered in gold or silver of the 
most elaborate worktnanship. The Brethren of 50 being 
the hosts, in order to distinguish them from those en- 
rolled under other warrants, wore rosettes of blue satin 
ribbon on their right arms. 

The vice-regal party promenaded during the intervtJs 
of dancing ; when an' orchestiiil band, which was also in 
attendance, performed a melange^ consisting of selections 
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from Roflsmi's Ouillaume Tell^ the Orcrture of Tin- 
oredi, Mozart's la Nozze di Figarov and other pieces of 
equally popular descriptkm. 

The banquet was conducted on a principle of unusual 
q^lendour, regardless of expence; and accommodations 
were made for a thoussmd persons. The Throne for the 
Master was placed on a platform one foot above the 
level of the chref table, and covered with crimson doth. 
At the back were the Lodge banners crosswise, support- 
ing a Can<my of blue velvet, trimmed with f^old bullion, 
Ac* The figure of St. Patrick was emblazoned in the 
centre of the frieze, which was conspicuous^ surrounded 
by the rose, thistle, and shamrock ; descendiiq; from the 
proscenium, which was supported by allegorical figures, 
was a radiating star of seven points, in the centre of 
which, in rojSi purple, were the initials \) R« most 
beautifully emblazoned, and presenting a comple cA^ 
d^wum of art. In the centre table,, was a marble bust of 
the Queen, canopied with exotics, and surrounded with 
masonic and mythological devices, arches of confec- 
tionary, and pitces tn&nteei of burnished gold. The utmost 
order and regularity prevailed on this memorable occa- 
sion; and the most beautiful remark of . Lord Hulgrave, 
after his health had been proposed by the W. M., merits 
the notice of every Free and Accepted Mason. \ Hi» 
Excellency rose and said * 

He oertainly must plead goUty to the charge of not being a mem- 
ber of the time-honoured Order of Masonry. I regret,*' he added, 
that I am obliged to admit tiuB ; my only oonsoli^n, and it is a 
great one, is, that I suffer under this defect in common with the 
entire of that part of the oreatiop which is generally admitted to 
approach nearest to perfection; and no Irishman can venture to 
pronounce that to be a great eiror which is committed by all tiiose 
Wely ladies around, whom it would be high treaacm against the 
laws of gallantry to deny to be faultless.*' 

Having already exceeded the space which, in a brief 
and geberal history of the Craft, can be appropriated to 
tile proceedings of an individual lodge, we close our 
•eoount of this most gnitifying display. But it reflects 
credit to Freemasonry in general, and to the Members 
of Fifty" in particular, to have thus succeeded in unit* 
ing the honours of Masonry and hospitality, by assembling 
together, under the masonic banner, not merely the 
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high and loftjr ones of the earth," but also, ail^Ellu, 
who officiated as Chabrman on this interesting occasion, 
very feUeitonsly observed, in proposing the concluding 
toast, 

^ A lovelj band of ladies, otdled from the garden of Imh beauty, 
and conducted hy our fSair and noble gneat, the Counteaa of Mu- 
grnre. liO attempt a deBcriptlon of the leader, or of the band, were 
alULe futile. To paint in words the bright eyes — the lips steeped in 
loveliness, and the golden hair in whose flowing locks foye has thia 
night spread a thousand nets, is altogether impossible, unless I were 
that favoured faury who spoke pearb ; and to ezpieas our feelings 
towards the possessors of those beauties is eoually impos«ible, unless 
my lips were touched with fire. To Her Excellency, and to that 
lovely band, we owe every ventiment of pleasure and delight which 
we have ^is night experienced. They have spread happiness on 
every side, around them— *they have poured upon our festival the 
rosy li^t of beauty, and have made our banquet-haU (like the sea 
whence Venus sprang) to teem with all the graces. To say that 
Her Excellency's virtues and accomplishments render her worthy to 
be the leader of that band of beauty, is as high a compliment as can 
be paid, in my opinion, to any body ; and yet not more than truth ; 
and to declare tlut we desire to see Her Excellency often filling that 
distinguished station, is only to give utterance to a sentiment which 
is swelling at the heart, and bursting to the lips of every Brother of 
the Order." 

The annual festival of the Asvlum for Aged, and De^ 
cayed Freemasons .was celebrated in the month of June, 
and numerously attended, Bro. Alderman Thomas Wood 
in the chair ; who, in the course of the evening, advocated 
the wants and distresses of his aged Brethren with equal 
ability and zeal. He met eveij objection with deliberate 
ai^ument and unanswerable &ct; and, in a speech of 
great extent and power, pleaded the sacred cause of 
charity with such overwhelming effect, that the sub- 
scriptions exceeded £800. 

Communications of gre^t importance were submitted 
to the Q-rand Lodge of Ireland, at the July meeting, from 
the Ghrand Lodges of Scotland, New York, and Virginia» 
praying for the establishment of a friendly interoourae 
petween the Brethren of all the respective countries; 
which, being referred to ^ committee, it was resolved, 
that a friendly communication between the several Qri^d 
Lodges is most desirable, inasmuch as it will promote 
that good feeling and fraternal intercourse which is to 
be advocated among ^ the Craft all over the globe, and 
will operate to a considerable .extent in checkug impro* 
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Sriety ; as by mutual exposure of such cowans and bad 
[asons «8 have been excluded from the Craft, for their 
improprieties in other Grand Lodges, imposition on the 
charitable and true Mason will be checked; exclusive of 
saving the Oraft from the icontamination which they 
must suffer by association with such excluded Masons. 

In like manner, during the following year. Brother 
Hebeler, of the Grand Lodge of Berlin, and Brother 
Burmester, of the Grand Lodge of Hamburgh, were 

nectively introduced as representatives of those Grand 
ges in the Grand Lodge of England; and, « by the 
appointment of His Royal Highness the Grand Master, 
took their seats as Past Senior Grand Wardens; and 
Brother J, Peter Esser was delegated, with the same 
rank, to represent the Grand Lod^e of England in the 
Grand Royal York Lodge of Beriin. 

Such a friendly intercourse amongst the great bodies 
of Masons in every nation and province, would be most 
beneficial, for the Order is universal. It gives a prefer- 
ence to no country or people; regards neither colour, 
language, nor climate ; but proceeds in its sober course, 
on the brpad principle of that general relationship which 
exists amongst all people as the children of a common 
parent, and the creatures of a benevolent God; and 
stretches out its arms of love to all mankind without 
respect of persons, because all the world are Brethren. 

This year the ** New Temple," Frec^nasons' Hall, was 
altered, enlarged and beautified, under the superintend- 
ence of Brother Philip Hardwicke, Esq., Grand Superin- 
tendent of Works. On removing some portion of the 
roof of the New Temple, the timbers were found so 
affected with the dry-rot as to render it necessary to 
take off the entire roof, and renew it in a more substan- 
tial manner. It is the opinion of the architect, that had 
this examination been delayed, the structure itself would 
not have lasted four years longer; so subtle and so 
destructive is the dry-rot, that from the wood-work it 
aflfects ffradualljr the bricks and even stone, in the very 
heart of which it is often found. It has the character of 
a " mushroom'* in the rapidity of its growth with that 
of th^ mildew in its destructive effect. Whatever differ- 
ence of opinion may exist on the propriety of incurring 
the expence, necessity appeared to sanction the policy 
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a complete restoratkm of the Temple. From the 
^fect of this improvement the Brethren are farDid:ied 
witii ample accommodation at the Quarterly Committeea 
of the Craft, and the Convocations of the Supreme Chap^ 
ter of the Royal Arch. It is better adapted for hearing ; 
and the display of Gra&d Officers on the elevated plat* 
form is a sight cheering and imposing to the Breuiren 
beneath. 

At the close of the year 1838 some symptoms of an 
organized opposition to the establishment of .the pro- 
jected Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, began 
to appear. At • the Orand Lodge, in December, a com- 
munication was made £rom His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sussex, in which, as We have already seen, he 
expressed a fear that this institution would touch on the 
existing charities. Many excellent and worthy Brethren 
entertained the same apprehension, thinking that an 
object, hew meritorious soever it might be, would be 
purchased at too deai" a rate, if attended with jeopardy 
to establishments whose benefits have been tested by 
experience. An absolute good in possession being con- 
sidered of greater value than another in prospect. It 
will be seen that these incipient fears ripened into dia- 
cord between the parties f which has become matter of 
deep regret to the moderate portion of both ; inasmuch 
as such differences amongst the Fraternity creata great 
scandal, and weaken the bonds by which its hold. on 
public sympathy is cemented and confirmed* Free- 
masonry is a system of peace, order, and harmony. The 
elements of dispute and division are not found in any of 
its institutes. The Brethren meet on the level and part 
on the square. The utmost extent of fraternal affection 
which can subsist between man and man, is expected to 
be displayed' amongst the Brethren of our Order in a 
Mason's Lodge. It is enjoined equally in the ancient 
Charges, the Constitutions, and the Lectures; and the 
world at large, amidst all their cavils and obiectic^ on 
other points, are inclined to give us ciaedit mr our bro- 



The Brethren localized in Sidney hav6 constituted 
themselves into Lodges ; and even in this remote quar- 
ter of the globe, the reports are most gratifying. Thia 
year the maSonic body presented an address to Six 
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Biohatd Bourke, E.C.B*» the GkvarDor, on his dop^rtore 
from New South Walet, which wm .graciously received ^ 
and in his reply, the Goyemor bears testimony to the 
praiseworthy manner in which the Craft was conducted 
m the colony. " To your Society," he said, I am a 
stranger, except by tiie knowled^ I possess of the 
chari&bie and peaceful conduct which has distinguished 
its members in this colony. Your public processions 
have been orderly and well conducted, xour inter- 
course amongst yourselves, I am happy to learn, is 
conciliatory and friendly in a high degree ; and wishing 
you a continuance of the happiness and harmony that 
prevails amongst you, I sincerely reciprocate your kind 
expressions of good-will and regard." 

The foundation-stones accompanied by. masonic hon- 
ours and fonnalities are not numerous in this year. A 
few instances, howev*^, may be put on record to show 
that the Fraternity were not entirely unemployed. The 
first stone of a Light House, at Gibraltar, was laid in 
the month April by his Exjbellency Major General Sir 
Alexander Woodiprd, E.G.B., assisted by Brother The 
Rev. Dr. Burrow, P.G.M. In June the siEime assistance 
was rendered at the commencement of a series of bridges 
and viaducts on the line of the Glasgow and Ayr Rail- 
way, by Brother George Johnson, Esq., G.M., of Kil^ 
winning Lodge, and P.G.M. for Ayrshire ; accompanied 
along the line by ^ masonic procession, and crowds of 
spectators in every rank of life ; which produced a sin- 
gular and imposing effect. In August the foot stones of 
St. Georve's Chapel and St. John's Church, Stalv Bridge 
and Bunkinfield, in Lancashire, were levelled by Lord 
Combermere, P.G.M. for Cheshire; and at Sabden, near 
Whalley, in the same county, by Le Gendre N. Starkie, 
P.G.M. ; at Forres iti Scotland, of a new Court House 
and Public Offices, by the D.P.G.M., Brother John 
Hoyes, Esq., late Speaker of the House of Assemblyi 
Grenada; of the Glasgow Railway, and a Cotton Hill at 
Greeaock, by the DJ^.GJff., Brotiber Adam M. Leish, 
Esq., Provost of Greenock. 

At the dose of this chapter it is our pleasing duty to 
raooid the names of those Brethren whom the Craft have 
delighted to honour by testimonials expressive of their 
esteem. In March, a Past Master's Jewel was presented 
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to Brd. W. Loyd Thomas, Salisbury Lodge, Waltham 
Cross; and a Silver Cup to Bro. C. Gibson, Pomfiret 
Lodge, Northampton. In May, a Silver Etruscan Vase 
to Bro. Bamett Isaacs, Friendly Lodge, Montego Bay, 
Jamaica; and in September, a Silver Cup and Salver to 
Bro. Wm. Stephenson, St> George's Lodge, Grenada. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Hutary of Freenuumry in the Year 1839. 

The best evidence that can be adduced of the interest 
which Freemasonry is assuming amongst all ranks and 
descriptions of men, is found in the gratifying fact, that 
the nobility and gentry are not only leaders oi the Grrand 
and Provincial Grand Lodges; but in every Province are 
devoting their time, and talents, and influence, to the 
extension of the Crafty by a regular attendance on the 
stated meetings of Private Lodges, and a free participa- 
tion in their offices. And these constitute the Dest pre- 
paration for the highest honours Masonry can bestow. 
The Right Hon. Lord Southampton fills the Senior War- 
den's chair in the Lodge of Fidelity, Towcester; the 
Earl of Aboyne holds the same situation in the Lodge 
of St. Peter, in the City of Peterborough, and is W. M. 
of the Aboyne Lodge, in Scotland ; the Right Hon. Lord 
Monson is W. M. of the Surrey Lodge, Reigate; Sir 
Edw. Brackenbury fills the pame office in the Shakespere 
Lodge, at Spilsby ; and Sir Cuthbert Shame, Bart., in the 
Palatini Lodge, Sunderland ; Sir Edward Ffrench Brome- 
bead, Bart., is Senior Warden of the Witham Lodge, in 
the city of Lincoln, of which Colonel Sibthorpe is a Past 
Master, having actually occupied the chair of the Lodge; 
the Hon. G. Fitzwalt Butler is the Senior Deacon of St. 
Patrick's Lodge, Dublin. In the Lodge of St. Brandon, 
W. Justin O'Driscol, Esq., is W. M. ; and Captain Gorri- 
gan alid Dr. Waters are the Wardens.^ 

^ The Duke of Wellington, when Colonel in the 33rd Resiment of 
Foot, was initiated into Fieemaaonry in Lodge 494, whi<m wai at 
{hat time held in the Castle of Dangan, Conntj Meath ; the late Earl 
of Mornington, his Grace's father, being W. M. at the time. He was 
duly passM, after the usual examination ; and, in the phraseology of 
the Lodge, entered at the southern gate, and afterwards raised. The 
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111686 are among the triumphB of Freemaaonry. They 
confer dignity on the Craft, and reflect honour on the 
noble individuals who thus condescend to assume the 
masonic apron, and asdist their more humble Brethren in 
promoting the interests of. virtue and science. At a 
masonic Festival held at Clones, Bro. Tenison, Barns- 
ter-atrlaw, an active and intelligent Mason, made an 
announcement, which shows that in Ireland, as in our 
own country, the science is openly patronized and prac- 
tised by wealthy and educated men. , He observed that^ 

The higher orders and well*informed olasses were coming forward 
to ee^ the honours of Masonry ; why t Because tiiey were con- 
▼iaced that it did not contain anything deroffatorj to the dignity of a 

Sintleman, unworthy the acceptation of a free citizen ; contrary to 
e oopscientious scruples of a believing Christian, or opposed to that 
aUeeiance which was due to our Sovereign Lady the Queen. But, 
on &e other hand, that its ordinances and discipline had been pro- 
ductiye of the happy effects of cementing in personal fHendship, 
people of different creeds and countries, and uniting in the sacred 
sympathies of social life, those who, in their distracted land, would 
otherwise be divided throuch the discordant materials of politics or 
party. Yes, Sir," continued the eloquent Bro., " persons of property 
and mtelllgence are now pressing forward to assist in the resuscita- 
tion of Provincifd Lodges, encouraged by the hope of doing ^ood, 
regardless of the supineness of mere nominal Masons, apd despising 
the hostilitity of those, who, unbound by 

Honoar's sacied tie. the law of kings ) 
The noble mind's dntinfpiishing perfection. 
That aids jund strengthens virtue where it meets her, 
And unitates her actions where she is not, 

would crumble in the dust a fabric built for the shelter of infant des* 
titntion and aged decay ; and which presents a common centre, where 
all can associate without being distumd by the difference of opinion.** 

This representation is exeeedinffly gratifying, because 
it illustrates the ^neral principle that FreemiUM>nr^ is 
rapidly advancing into that kind of notice and publicity, 

ft>Bowinff Brethren, being members, were present : many of them, ia 
the worSi of the Irish bud, ^^have been famous in storyr" 
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whioli, while it is thus placed on a level with tiie highest 
and best esteemed institutions that are devoted to science, 
will raise it above them all by its union with charity and 
practical benevolence. A great increase took place 
about this time, in the Provincial Lodges, amongst the 
Clergy; who appear to have been impressed witii a 
favotirable opinion of the Order, by the fact, that numer- 
ous other admissions were effected by the recommenda- 
tion of their example. It is not one of the least hon- 
ourable circumstances, in our view of the Freemasonry 
of these times, that in every Province many Brethren in 
holy orders are actively employed in purifying its details 
and disseminating its principles upon a sound religious 
basis ; tod the efficacy of theit co-operation has become 
visible, in the moral ascendancy which ^ the science 
acquires and maintains, wherever their influence is exerted 
in its behalf. 

Amongst the Clerical Brethren may be enumerated the 
following dignitaries: the Archbishop of Canterbury; 
the Bi&hops of Kildare and Elphin ; tne Archdeacon of 
Down ; tne Rev. Sir Wm. Dunbar, Bart. ;* the Rev. Doc- 
tors Chalmers, Baird, Carwithen, Brown, Ritchie, Flynn, 
Burrow, senior. Wall, Humphrey, Oliver, and many 
others ; not to mention the venerated names of Doctors 
Hemming, Barry, Coghlan, and Other worthies deceased, 
which will be long remembered with honour. It is, 
indeed, impossible to enumerate all the Clergy who do 
honour to the Craft, and are at this time improving it by 
their effective patronage. They abound in every Province 
of the United Singdom ; and stand forth nobly in this 
holy cause. Should a reason be demanded for this, it is 
supplied in the nature of the institution, which is founded 
on the knowledge and acknowledgment of a God ; and 
the superstructure is a beautiful combination of morality, 
science, and universal benevolence. The true philosophy 
of Masonry is embodied in its lectures; which are a mine 
of gold and precious stones; and the industrious and 
learned Mason who takes the trouble to search for them, 
will find himself enriched with the stores of knowledge 
there deposited; for Masonry is a system of morality, 
which, though veiled in allegory, is iJilustrated by sym- 
bols, which he may readily understand. The great 
excellenoe of our allegorical system consists ili'the happy 
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dbtribution of hktory, science, morals, and metaphysics, 
in the lectures of the three degrees. The plan is so 
judicious that it is always atten&d with complete suc- 
cess. The candidate is first taught the elementary j^rin- 
cinles of the science in a few qualification questions, 
wnich prepare the mind for the communication of that 
perfect system of morality which is contained in the first 
lecture. He is then passed on to the second degree, 
where he is furnished with a view of science, together 
with certain traditions, which are the necessary prelimi- 
naries to a fiill revelation of our history and antiquitiei^ 
doctrines and legends, rites and usages, developed in the 
several sections of the third lecture. 

Thus it appears .that the science of Freemasonry 
teaches its candidates, after they have professed their 
belief in the being of a God, and their reliance on him 
for protection in times of difficulty and danger — to be 
good men and true — ^to rule and govern their passions, 
and to keep a tongue of good report; it teaches them 
the theological and cardinal virtues ; it exhorts them to 
practise the principal point of the Order, and to circum- 
scribe their actions by the point within a circle; — ^it 
draws their attention to secrecy, fidelity, and obedience, 
and endeavours to imprint upon their minds the sacred 
dictates of virtue, honour, and mercy. These are account- 
ed preparatory steps, and of indispensable attainment 
before the newly-iiiitiated Brethren are entrusted with 
the mysteries of scientific knowledge. Thus trained to 
the practice of virtue in the school of morality, they 
are introduced into the walks of science ; for it is neces- 
sary to become expert fellow crafts, before the true 
mysteries — ^the antiquities, the historical legends, and 
landmarks of the order — are finally communicated to 
them. These are the reasons whv our learned Brethren 
in holy orders are so frequently found amongst the 
Patrons and supporters of Freemasonry. They are tri- 
umphant and unanswerable, because they prove that 
Freemasonry has a tendency to improve the morals of 
mankind; and that hence its practice will materially 
assist the clerical Brother in the discharge of his profes- 
sional duties.* 

' In Belgiwi the tame Hbandity of sentlmeiit does iiot pretail and 
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In the Spring of 1839, the Pro-arand Master; the Earl 
of Zetland, who had been an active un4 zealous officer, 
and had conferred essential bene^ts on the Craft, paid the 
debt of nature somewhat suddenly. In commemoration 
of bis services, the Grand Master ordered that the fra- 
ternity throughout England should be placed in mourning 
for six mont^. . The mourning to be worn by Brethren 
individually was directed to be as follows. 

Chrand OfficerSy Present and Past. Three loaettes of black crape 
on the badges ; the collar saspending the jewel to be completelj 
ooYored with orape, bat the jewel to be imooyered. 

McuUn^ Past Masters^ Wardens^ and other OJUers of Lodges. 
Three crape rosettes on the badge, and one at the point of the qollar 
just above the Jewel. 

All other Master Moions. Three black crape roaettes on tiie 
hadee. 

Fellow CraJU and entered Apprentices. Two black crape rosettes 
at the lower part of the badge. 

The deceased nobleman was a true specimen of what 
*'a good and worthy Mason'' ought to be. He was 
benevolent and condescendinff, without the. least taint of 
vanity or worldly pride ; and nence universally respected 
and beloved by the fraternity. His natural sweetness of 
temper made an indelible Impression on every heart; and 
his amiable manners produced a quiet influence which he 
exercised for the general benefit of the Craft at large. 
He had been a Mason about forty years ; and was suc- 
ceeded in his high office by the Earl.of Durham. 

A considerable sum of money having been subscribed 
towards the proposed Asylum for Aged and Decayed 
Freemasons, it was resolved by the general committee, 
that, from and after the 31st of July in the present year, 
''an amount equal at least to the interest on the sums 
invested, shall be applied out of the current collections 



deserving Brethren m London and .the Provinces.** 

Freemaaonrj appears to haye fallen into terrible diarepnte. One 
piurtioular procee^nff of the dignitaries of the ohurch rather aston- 
ishes us. **The 'Belgium pastors have proscribed the institution, 
and are so pregnant with spmtnal horror, that they have desired the 
poor not even to receive alms from a Freemason. Such self-denial 
as this, and we may regard it as such, oould scarcely have been 
expected.**— (Sunday Times, February 4, 1838.) 
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**Tluit tiie aiurailiefl be Ten Pomids each; and {bat riz only of 
■Boh aimiiiites be eraated for Ibe first twelve months. • 

**That if a snmoient number of candidates* so located, apply for 
the benefits of this Instltation, tM the first Election, the six annuities 
already detennined, shall be tiins allotted : — time in the proTinoes, 
and three in the metropolis. 

*^ That eyery Donor or Snbsoriber of one jpinea be entitled to one 
vote' daring a year, and so on in proportion for eyery additional 
guinea. 

That an annual GoTexBor (or regnkor Snbsoriber of two gmneas 
per annum) be entitled to three TOtes. 

That ereiy Life Subscriber (or Donor of ten guneas) be entitled 
to two votes. 

**That every Life Governor (or Donor of twenty ffoineas) be en- 
titled to four votes, and two votes for eveiy ad^tiond ten ruineas. 

•* That ever^f^ Governor, Subscriber, or Donor may vote by proxy ^ 
such proxy beine a Subscriber ; and that for every sinfflo vote uie 
Subscriber may oe entitled to, he shall have as many v^aas there 
are vacancies, which n^y be given to one candidate, or distributed at 
pleasure. 

That all proxy p&pers be numbered, sieued by the Secretary, and 
forwarded by post ; and thtit no second proxy paper be issued 
without the ooncurrence of the Chairman on the day of election. 
That subscriptions declared and paid on the day of electiont 



That no Subscriber in arrear shall be entitled to vote at any 
election, until such arrears paid. 

**^hat in cases of equaHly of votes at any general meeting, the 
Chairman shall be entitled to a second orxsasting vote.*' 

Thus the Institution was brought into actual operation ; 
although its establishment did not enjoy the approval of 
a section of the Craft in London ; while the Provincial 
Lodges, as well in the sister countries and the colonies 
as in England, who saw nothing in the measure but its 
benefits, recorded their approbation in great numbers. 
At the Festival in April, His Royal Highness delivered 
some sentiments, in reference probablj to the difference 
of opinio];^ on this great question, which are as princely 
as they are masonic, and do honour equally to tne head 
and the heart. He observed that — 

The confidence reciprocpKted between the Brethren and himself, 
under circumstances of the most varying character, mi^ht be fairly 
considered as reflecting mutual credit, and bein^ indicative of mutufu 
affection. If he hpd experienced any difficulty m the performance of 
lus duty, or if his intentions and motives had, on any occasion, been 
misconstryed or misunderstood, he could assure those who heard him, 
that he had always had the best interests of the Order at heart, and 
had entertained no, other wish than their advancement. Man, like 
the diffiwent countries he inhabited, varied in some respects from his 
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fellow men. Hen of perfect ainulaal^ of ide* w«re neTer fon^ No 
two placei in the world were enturelT alike, nor oould tke Tiewi of 
any two person* on the same subjeot be expeofted to be in perfect ao- 
6ordanoe. It was not jnst, therefore, that fiiolt ahomld be attriboted 
on either flade, beoaoM of a trifling diiSerenoe of opiniout when thece 
existed an identity of purpose, and that identity of pwpoee tended 
to the performance of 'somethioff beneficial to aocietj. One man 
miffht be exoeedinglr bland, another mi^t be exceedingly blunt, ret 
bom might be equally honest ; by his intention each shoud be tned, 
and not bj the contrast that might exist in manner or conTeceation. 
And satisned that the intention was correct, no difference of opinion 
■honld be permitted to militate against the harmony of feeling by 
which Freemasons should erer be bound together." 

These sentiments are worthy of beipg recorded, be- 
cause they are the languagciof an open and unsuspecting 
nature ; and show, without any disguise, the pure- system 
of benerolence and good will which Freemasonry re- 
commends and enforces upon the prince as well aa the 
con^moner, because he is equally a man* 

The pecuniary aflBurs of the Asylum thus flourishing, 
and the provinces thus pouring in the streams of their 
bounty into its funds, unalloyed prosperity, might be ex- 
pected to follow. Unfortunately this was not the case ; 
and however irksome the task, the historian is bound to 
record circumstances with truth and fidelity, which occur 
within the compass of his undertaking, however they 
may be at variance with his own feelings and opinions. 
The opposition gathered strength, and assumed a form of 
determined hostility. Placards of a violent character 
were privately circulated amongst the Brethren, which 
were repelled in language equally strong, and a breach 
between the two parties appeared inevitable. Moderate 
men in both were grieved at the unfavourable prospect, 
becaufie the great principle of I^reemasonry, Brotherly 
Love, could not fail to suner in the contest. 

At this period of the dispute, if some influential Masons 
on the spot had formed themselves into a Lodge of Me- 
diation, the difierences might have been compromised 
without any sacrifice of principle, by a trifling . adjust* 
ment of the details.; and the Craft have been spared the 
melancholy exhibition which sprang out of Ibese un- 
happy divisions. There can be no doubt but the abstract 
design of an Asylimi, attached to our bepevolent institu- 
tion, as a permanent retreat for age and decrepitude 
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amongst those worthy Brethren who have enjo3red the 
sweets of life, and have become the victinris of unmerited 
calamity— enjoyed the approbation and confidence of tha 
whole Craft* It was a noble and philanthropic idea; 
and should not be allowed to sustain defeat by any differ- 
ence of opinion respecting its mode of operation. The duty 
of the historian, however, is, not to speculate on . probi^ 
bilities, but to record facts. A communication was made 
from His Royal Highness the Grand Master, bearing date 
August 26th, 31839, which will explain the causes of the 
hostility which was arrayed against the Institution. 



^^GknttonMn and Biofbm, 

HaTing received from Biotfaer Cnioefiz a note, eonMiiiinicalfaig to 
me various xesolntioiu which had beea patjeed at diffeient meeft*- 
ings, by several Brethren who have at heart the establishiQeiit of 
some Listitution calculated to relieve decayed and aged Masons, I 
feel it incumbent upon me to repeat the statement which I first m&de 
upon that suMeot, at the Grand VestiTal in the fvesent year. On 
that occasion 1 stated, that as to an Asylum or a building, I OMild 
not, and ndver would lend either the sanction of mj name, or any 
pecuniary assistance, inasmuch as I was convinced that it would be 
a useless expenditure — a waste of money, wfthoutthe slightest chance 
of any prontable or beneficial' result therefrom; but that if such 
prcnect were given up, and then the Brethren were disposed to form 
a plan for granting annuities, which were to be taken solely from th^ 
interest of monies collected, and not break in upon the gapttal, that 
to such a proposition I would listen. 

Since that time, a proposition was made to me to receive a depu 
tation on the subject, which I left unanswered, in oon8e<^uenoe of 
seeing a circular which tiie Committee had in the interim circulated, 
and which had misrepresented the statement J have here made, with 
out any communication to me. ^ 

In the paper now communicated to me, it is stated, *the sum of 
£2,000 shall be the nucleus of a fund, fbr the erection of an Asylum.' 

" This* I have no hesitation in si^yixig, is completely at variance 
with my statement. 

Ftom tiie whole tenor of the paper, it is clear, the same^sposition 
md inclination on the part of some individuals, as to the erectioD of 
an Asylum, still remains. Now, without imputing motives to any one, 
there can be no doubt the Craft will be misled, in supposing that I 
have given a silent consent to such a plan, which I am equaUy de- 
termined as before to resist; therefore, unless it is clearly understood 
that the intention of erecting an Asylum is totaOy abandoned, I feel 
myself ander the neoeetity of decliiung any ixymmoaication upon the 
subject. 



ttiade to me; and as such, I wish it to be oommunicated to those 
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Brethren whd framed the Besolatioas qpon ivldoh the request of an 
hiterview with rde has been ^prounded, and which I oonseqaently de- 
olme; but to show that this deteimination has been taken in con* 
Ibimiiy with those opinioBB which have actuated the whole of my 
conduct in this transaction, I wi^ further add, that until next ApriL 
if it please God to spare my life, I wiU take no farther step ; Dut» 
should the Brethren at that time have made no advance in the matter, 
I shall think myself at liberty to state my own plan, when I have no 
doubt the Brethren will see which is the most feasible, and when I 
■hall call upon liie i^ratomitj for that assistance which I have never 
found them unwilling to afford, when useful objects are proposed for 
their consideration. 

"Southwick Park, Fareham, Aug. 26, 1839.'* 
**To Brothers— R. Oruoefix, J. C. Bellf 
J. C. McMullen, and Z. Watkins.** 

Thus it appears that Hts RoyallSighiiess, with his 
asual benevolence of character* was favourable to the 
mineiple of granting annuities to poor and deserving 
Brethren, but declined to extend the influence of his 
sanction to a building for the residence of the annuitants ; 
because he considered it an iiseless expenditure of capital. 
And it must be confessed that the same feeling was en« 
Pertained by some of the wannest friends to the new 
Charity. At the Committee of Masters, the following 
ootice of motion was put on record:—* 

*^To alter the existing mode of distributing the Fund of Masonic 
Benevolence ; and to propose, instead thereof, a resolutioh affirming, 
'That it is just and expedient that three-fourths of the, available 
Amds of tiie Grand Loage be distributed, on the anijiuity principle, 
M> poor and deserving Masons and their widows^ and the remainder 
Applied to such indiridoal cases of emergency as may require par- 
Ooular relief 

If the Grand Lodge should affirm the foregoing resolution, the 
If. W. G. Master will be respectfully solicited to point out the best 
tnod^ of carrying into effisct the practical operation of the principle 
idopted.** 

Thd quertioh to be considered now was, how the two 
dpiniOns were to be reconciled. The building appears to 
dave constituted the only stumbling block in the way of 
inutual accommodation. The sum of £2000 had been 
subscribed chiefly for the purpose of an edifice ; and the 
Asylum ComAiittee had tb consider how they could, in 
good &ith, apply this money io any other purpose. It 
was a dilemma full of difficulty. The Committee ap- 
peared desirous of meeting and silencing all objections, 
py any measures short of a renunciation of the principle; 



FBBBMAflOiniT. 



87 



and, thereforoi came io a resolution that, under the cir- 
cumstances, it would be expedient to postpone the erec- 
tion of an Asylum, until the sum of £7000, clear of the 
sura of £2000, shall have been raised ; and in the inter- 
mediate time, the interest of all the funded property 
shall be applied to the purpose of annuities. 

This ciKicession, which approaches very nearly to an 
abandonment of the principle; it was hoped would lead 
to a mutual compromise. But unfortunately, this desira- 
ble object was defeated by the exercise of private jealousy, 
which brou^ on a great public disaster. At a special 
meeting of the Governors holden on the 13th November, 
an anonymous printed paper, of violent character, was 
circulated amongst the Members present, by 3rother W. 
Jackson, of the Caveac Lodge, No. 206, which gave rise 
to a severe altercation ; in the course of which, certain 
expressions were imputed to Brother Alderman Wood, 
and Brother J. Lee Stevens, which were, supposed to re- 
flect on the conduct of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, in his character of G. M. of. Masons ; arid these, 
being formally repeated to the Board of General Purposes, 
the two offeoding Brethren, with Dr. Crucefix, the Chair- 
man of the Meeting, were arraigned, and after a full ex- 
amination into the charges, the three principal projectors 
and supporters of the proposed Asylum were suspended 
from all their Masonic functions. Brother Alaerman 
Thomas Wood, and Dr. Crucefix for six months, and Bro. 
J. Lee Stevens for three months. Against this decision 
the parties put in notices of appeal to the Grand Lodge. 

Aoout this time an alteration was made in the Masonic 
Boards, which it was conceived would tend to accelerate 
the despatch of business. By the direction of the Grand 
Lodge, the Board of General Purposes and Finance 
were united. The new Board to consist of eleven mem- 
bers, nominated by the Grand Master, and fourteen by 
the Grand Lodge, of which latter number seven may be 
Past Masters. 

Much inconvenience having arisen in Grand Lodge 
from the late attendance of the Officers, it was thought 
expedient to legislate on the subject. A motion was 
made and seconded, that the hour stated in the sum- 
mons shall be the time to commence masonic business.'* 

In the discussion of this question, it was argued that 
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Ute hours ara sore to be attended with great dieadvan* 
t^ges* Either the buBiness of the Lodge will be hurried 
aver in a slovenly and indecent inanner-*or the hour oi 
ologing specified in the By-LAws will be exceeded — ^both 
of which it is desirable to avoid. If there be an initia- 
tiout the ceremony will either be imperfectly performed, 
and the candidate permitted to retire to his own home, 
and his own reflections, with verv unworth]^ notions of 
the dignity and u^ftilness of the Craft ;^^r, if the latter 
alternative be adopted, he will be detained beyond his 
usual hour of rest, fmd inibibe an opinion unfavourable 
to the morality of the Institution. In either case his 
first impressions will not be likely to produce in his mind 
sqoh a love and veneration for Masonry as will prompt 
him to pursue its investigations with freedom, fervency, 
and zeal, by which alone pleasure and profit can mutuiUly 
result. 

These evils, it was urged, would be avoided, were the 
Masters and Wardens to be firm and determined on this 
point; and always, under whatever circumstances, to 
open, their Lodgeai and commence their masonic business, 
at the exact hour mentioned in the summons ; assured 
that if they persevere in the punctual performance of 
this duty, they will excite regularity in the Brethren, 
and the consequences will be, that their families, and the 
world at large, will laud an Institution which produces 
such fruits of regularity and sound discipline; — their 
Lodges will increase iu - numbers and reputation, and 
through their instrumentality Freemasonry will secure a 



and respect. Such being the feeling of the members 
present, the motion was carried by a majority of one; 
put, unfortunately, at the subsequent Grand Lodge the 
confirmation was rejected bv a majority of three. The 
doctrine of the necessity oi early hours, however, was 
established ; and the P. G. Masters thought it of sufiicient 
importance to notice in tbeirNsharges to the Brethren ; 
Sjna in some Provinces, the Lodges, having had their 
attention called to the subject from authority, saw at 
once the benefit of the measure, and introduce^ it into 
practice. 

The following circular was forwarded to the sevend 
Town Lodges, m September, 18S9; it c(mtains a 
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jadioioos regnlatioxi, whieh we are mirprised did not 
occur at a much earlier period/ It will, for the future, 
preveut the confusion which has sometimes occurred by 
the accidental admission of unqualified persons- into the 
Grand Lodge, whose riffht of entree has Ibeen questioned 
hy one party and defended by another, to the delay and 
frequent postponement of business much more Important. 

W. Master^-^i-I am eommaxided the M. W. Grand Master, to 
TOqture that you will, on or before Tuesday, the 26th day of November 
next, make out and forward to me, according to the annexed form, m 
return of the names of the Masters and Wardens, and also of all other 
subscribing Members of your Lodge, who are of Uie rank of Past 
Master, and who, as such, claim a rignt to sit and vote in the Gxuid 
Lodge, specifying, against each Past Master's na^ie, whether the 
Brother serred the ofiSce of Master in your Lodge, or in some other } 
ttid if in another, the name and number of the Lodge, and the year ia 
which he filled the chair. 

"By command of the M. Grand Maitei^ 
«W.H.White>G.a 

« Freemasons' Hall, Sept. 20, 1839." 

A retnni of Subscribing Members to the No. being the 

Master, Wardens, and Past Masters, who claim a right to sit and 
Yote in the United Grand Lodge, made out pursuant to the Order 
of the M. W. Grand Master. 



Names of Brethren 
oliumiar to nt in 
the Grand Lodge. 


Bank. 


Nome and nvmher 
of the Lodges in 
which they served m 
Hasten. 


Date when ip 
the Choir. 




W.M. 
S.W. 
J. W. 
P. M. 
P. M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 







" I hereby certify that the aboVe is a' correct return. 

(Signed) W. M." 



If this requisition be strictly enforced, and the rale 
extended to the Provinces, the introduction of improper 
persons will be attended with so much difficulty, that 
lew attempts will be made to encroach on this high 
privilege; because detection and disgrace are almost 
certain to follow. 

An Act of Parliament passed in tiiis session for pre* 
reiftiing the administering and taking of unlawful oaths 
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in Ireland; and a special clause was inserted to exempt 
Freemasons from the penalties of the Act ; provided — 

^Tbat this exemption shall not extend to any such Society or Lodge, 
unless two of the members composing the same shall certify upon 
oath, which oath foiy Jostioe of the Peaee, or other Magistrate, is 
hereny empowered to administer, that such Society or Lodge has, 
before the passing of this Act, been usually held ; or. if so formed after 
the passing of this Act, has been so formed, under the denomination 
of a Lodge of Freemasons, or Society of ^ Friendly Brothers of the said 
Order, and in conformity to the rules prevailing among the Societies 
or Loages of Freemasons, or of such Societies of such Friendly Brothers 
in. this kingdom; which certificate, duly attested by the Magistrates 
before whom the same shall be sworn, and subscribeid by the persons 
so certifying, shall, within the space of two calendar months after the 
passinir of this Act, or within the space of two calendar months after 
such formation of such Society or Lodge as aforesaid, be deposited 
with- the Clerk of the Peace for the County, Riding, Division, Shire, or 
Place, where such Society or Lodge hath been usually held, or shall be 
so formed ; proyi(led also, that this exemption shall not extend to any 
Bueh Society or Lodge, unless the name or denomination thereof^ and 
the usual place or' pla^s, and the time or times of its meetings, and 
the names and descriptions of all and every the members thereof be 
registered with such Clerk of the Peace as aforesaid, within such two 
months, and also on or before the 25 th day of March in every succeed- 
ing year, while this Act shall continue in force." 

In October a centenary festival was celebrated by the 
Brethren of the -Grenadier's Lodge, No. 79. Nothing can 
he more gratifying,' we should conceive, to the Memberri 
of a Lodge, than a solemnity of this peculiar character. 
In the present instance, one uilusual feature was dis- 
played, m the zealous and untiring exertions of a family 
of Masons, who, fqr upwards of hfty years, have either 
been Treasurer or Secretary of this, their mother Lodge. 
Those important offices are now united, in the person of 
l^eir estimable member. Brother Neate, P. M." Several 
speeches were delivered/and the meeting passed off with 
harmony and general satisfaction. 

A ceremony of a very imposing nature took place at 
Sunderland, while His Royal Highness the Grand Master 
was on a visit to the Earl of Durham ; and it will be 
necessary to deviate in this instapa.()e from our accustomed 
practice, for the purpose of giving a brief description of 
the observances which were used in depositing the foun- 
dation-stone of the Athenaeum in that flourishing town, 
under thq Grand Master's personal superintendence. His 
Royal Highness had coQsented to perform the ceremony ; 
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and In the expectatioxi of bo great an honopr, the inbabit^ 
ants devoted the 12th of Noyember to the sole purpoaea 
of enjoyment. The cares of business were thrown aside ; 
the shops were closed — ^banners streamed from the npper 
windows of the principal dwellings ; and the vessels 
in the harbour were decked out in their gayest flags, 
streamers, and garlands, of every colour. As it was 
anderstood that the ceremonies were to be conducted 
masonically by the first Freemason in the ^vorld, the 
public interest became unbounded. Strangers flocked in 
from all quarters, till the streets were blocked up with 
a> dense mass of people, and the houses were thronged at 
the windows, balconies, and roofs, till the streets through 
which the royal cortege was expected to pass presented 
an animated picture of life and motion. In the midst of 
this excitement the expected Visitor arrived. 

About mid-day His Royal Highness and his suite were 
received at the gate by a guard of honour, composed of 
the 98th regiment of foot ; and as he alighted from his 
carriage, the band struck up the national Anthem, and 
the people uttered the most enthusiastic cheers. Pro- 
ceedmg to the Exchange, an Address was presented by 
the Mayor and Corporation, to whi^^h His Royal Highness 
most graciously replied ; and then retired to, the Pfao&nix 
Lodge-room, whence a splendid prOcessioil issued, in 
which His Royal Highness took his plaee as Grand Mas- 
ter of England. 

At the site of the intended building a triumphal arch 
was erected, and a flight of steps, covered with car- 

Seting, led down to the spot where the stone was to be 
eposited. ' 

When His Royal Highness had descended the steps 
which led to the foundation, and taken a position conve* 
nient for the part he was to perform in the cereinonvi 
the stone, the two parts of which had been temporarily 
clamped together, was removed from its place, and as it 
remained suspended in the air* the Grand Chaplain offered 
up a brief and suitable prayer. The builder then handed 
the cement to His Royal Highness, who spread and ad- 
justed it with a silver trowel provided for the occasion ; 
this done, the stone was lowered to its plaee, the tem- 
porary clamps removed, and the upper portion again 
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raifle^ The Qraad Sacretajry then read the ioieriptimw 
wbic^ was as follows ;~ 

^ Hujus Bdifioii, Deo beae juYRnte. Ingefiafs Btudiis atque artibas 
'^dicftU, et oomplurium opptdmn SunaeriMid jiuta mare incolentinm 
^ impeusis e«ti>icti, hunc primum lapidem posuit lUostnesimas Pria' 
''cepB Augustus Fredericus, Dux Susaexi®, Prid. Id. Noyembris, A.D. 
"m.d.ccc.xxxix." 

This finishedy the Grand Treasurer presented to the 
Grand Master the phial containing the medals and coins 
and these having been deposited by His Royal Highness 
in the hollow formed in tfa^ stone, the cavity was covered 
over with the braas plate upon which the inscription 
was engraven. Jhe upper portion of the stooe was then 
covered, the band playing the national Anthem. His 
Royal Highness then proceeded to prove the just position 
and form of the stone by the plumb, level, and square, 
which were successively handed 'to him by the Junior 
and Senior Grand Wardens, and the Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter. Being satisfied in these respects, His Royal High- 
ness gave the stone three knocks with the mallet, which 
was handed to him by the Pro*Grand Master. He then 
said, May the Great Architect of the Universe grant a 
blessing on this foundatioiHstone which we have now 
laid, aqd by His Providence enable us to finish every 
other work which may be undertaken for the benefit and 
advantage of this city." The eorniicopia, containing the 
corn, and the two ewers with the wine and oil, were 
then handed to^ His Royal Highness, who scattered the 
corn and poured the wine and oil upon the stone, with 
the accustomed ceremonies. He then again said, *^ May 
the all-bounteous Author of Nature grant an abundance 
of com» 'wine, and oil, with all other necessaries, eonve- 

■ ^ How rauoh yaloable amd useful .information of the actmd existing 
state of ajrts and knowledge," says a modem writer, f'at any period, 
might be transmitted to posterity in a distinct, tangible, and imper- 
ishable form, if, instead of the absard and useless deposition of a few 
ooihb and medals under the foundations of buildings, specimens of 
ingenious implementSL or oondensed statements of scientific truths, or 
pfOX^esses in arts and manu&ctures, were substituted ! Will books 
infallibly preserve to a remote posterity all that we may desire pos- 
terity would wish to know ? And may not a tiseless ceremony be 
thus transformed into ao act of enrdment in a perpetual archiye of 
^(bi^t. ife wost K^ze^ %ad adqiowledce to be most vaIaaUe;V 
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nienoes, and comforts, to this eitf ; and may the same 
Providence preside over and preserve it from ruin and 
decay to the latest posterity." 

The Architect then exhibited the plan of the building 
to His Royal Highness, who, after an attentive examina- 
tion of it, thus addressed him : — 

''Mr. Architect, — The fovindfttioii-stone of the Atbenteum, planned 
in much wisdom by you, being now laid, and these implements baring 
been applied to it hy me, and approved o£ I return them to you, in 
IbU conndenoe that, as a skilful and fiuthful workman, you will use 
them in such a manner that the building may rise in order, harmony, 
and beauty; and, being perfected in strength, will answer every pur- 
pose for whidi it is intended, to your credit, and to the honour of 
those who have selected you." ' 

Before His Royal Highness retired, the Mayor (Dr. 
Brown), as Chairman of the Buildinff Committee, came 
forward, and presented him with the following Address : — 

"Ma^ it please your Royal Highness, — We, the Committee and 
Subscribers to ftie Athensdum, approach your Koyal Highness with 
fiielings of deep gratitude, for the kindness and o<«descen8ion displayed 
in the ready acquiescence in our request, that the foundation of the 
first considerable tribute paid by the town of Sunderland to Literature 
and Science, should be laid by your Royal Highness. We were 
encouraged to ma^ the request by the consideration that your Royal 
Highness's attachment to Science and Literature, and individual suc- 
cess in their cultivation, has ever led you to be the munificent and 
enlightened Patron of every Institution in the Island, within your 
knowledge, calculated to promote their progress and diffusion ; and we 
hoped that our prelected establishment would form no exception to 
this rule, but would be ushered into the world under the auspices of 
jour august name. In this we hope we haire.not been disappointed. 
As a true descendant of that illustrfous and patriotic house which is 
hallowed in the thoughts &nd feelings of evenr Englishman, because, 
Mflodated with all that is most sacred with his liberties, and most 
valuable in his civilization, your Royal Highness has in this instance, 
as in many others, shown that the prosperity of your native land is 
the cherished object of your heart. Commerce and the useAil Arts 
are, unquestionably, the basis of our national prosperitv ; but your 
Boyal Highness has manifested a femiliar acquaintance with the feet, 
that the continuance of this prosperity must, in the present state of 
society, depend upon our progress in the higher departments of 
Science ; that, without their aid, England will no longer be in the van 
' of the productive industry of the world, but must be content to follow 
in the wake of her rivals. We conclude by praying that your Royal 
IJighness may enjoy all the peace and happiness which this world can 
afford, for the remainder of yoUr days, and, at their close, derive 
solace from the reflection of a life spent, as that of your Royal High- 
OMB haa been, in pronoting the instruction and happiness of your 
feUow-creatures." 
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' The Address having been read and presented m the 
usual naanner, His Royal Highness replied as follows : — - 

Gentlemen of the Committee^ and Subscribers to the Athen»um : 
It is with pleasure I find myself occupied with i;iou this day, in laying 
tbe foundi^ion-etone of a building dedicated to Literature and Sdenoe, 
being well assured that the culti^tion of these will materially eozt* 
tribute to the advancement of arts, manufactures and commerce. 
While eveir anxious to assist the industrious classes in obtaining useful 
information, it has been equally my constant and earnest desire to im- 
press upon those who treiiid in the higher walks of life, the absolute 
necessity for a similar exertion on their part, in order to keep pace with 
the general improvement, and thus secure to themselves their proper 
station in society. Unwise, indeed, must be the man who. in these 
days, flatters himself that truth can be cone^ed for any length of 
time ; such an attempt would not only fail, but the consequence would 
be fatal since it would tend to the disorganization of every well regu- 
lated community; while the diffusion of Knowledge produ^s the most 
beneficial results', as by it the industrious classes are led to value the 
proficiency of their superiors in science, and esteem them for such 
improvement. With these sentiments, Gentlemen, you ¥riU readily 
believe me, when I assure you that I acceded, with great pleasure, to 
your request of laying the foundation-stone of this institution, and 
fervently pray that the work we have so pfosberously begun, may 
be as successfully completed, and that the loyal city of Sunderland 
may ever be hailed as affording encouragement and protection to sci- 
ence." 

The Members of the Committee were .then severally 

{ presented to His Royal Highness, who again congratu- 
ated thena upoi^ this undertaking, expressing his convic- 
tion that such institutions afforded the best means of 
keeping society together. 

The whole of this part of the day's business having 
been thus completed, His Roval Highness, addressing 
the assemblage, which was. about to prepare for the 
return of the procession, said : " There is one duty I have 
still to perform. Upon such occasions as these, we 
should never lose sight of the illustrious lady who pre- 
sides over this country. We have placed her effigy 
beneath this stone. I hope her memory wiil be borne 
down to posterity with the value it deserves. I propose, 
therefore, that we should say, * God bless the Queen !' 
with three times three." 

The proposition was received with the utmost enthu- 
siasm, and responded to with cheers that awakened many 
distant echoes. After this expression of loyalty, the 
procession returned to the Phoenix Lodge in the same 
order as it set out. 
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Several other foundations were laid during this jear, 
with masonic honours, which it will be sufficient to 
enmnerate. That of a monument at^lgin, in memory 
of the Duke of Gordon, by Bro. James Petrie, Esq* ; of a 
Viadoct in the London and Brighton Railway, by Bro. 
Folkland ; of St. John's Chutch at Edinburgh, and of the 
Mariner's Church at Leith, by Bro. the Right Hon. Sir 
James Forrest, G..M. ; of Rocester Bridge, by Bro. the 
Earl of Shrewsbury ; of a Wet Dock at Montrose, by 
Brother Patrick Ackley, Esq., D. G. M. ; and of Saint 
Thomas's Church, Lancaster, by Bro. E. D. Salisbury, 
Esq. 

The number of testimonials to merit increase as we 
advance nearer to .our own times. In January, a Jewel 
was presented to Bro. G. Warriner, Hon. Sec. to the 
Ball for masonic charities ; in April, a masonic Jewel to 
Bro. Moses, Lodge of Peace and Harmony, Dover ; in 
May, a silver Salver and a Jewel to Bro. the Rev. Charles 
Woodward, British Lodge, London ; and a Jewel to Bro. 
1|he Rev. W. Carwithen, Lodge of Union, Chudleigh ; in 
August, a silver Salver to Bro, D. M. Folkard, Royal 
Clarence Lodge, Brighton ; and a silver Salver to Bro. 
T. J. Tenison, Esq., Banrister at Law, Lodge 210, Ire- 
land; in .September, a silver Snuff-box to Bro. Jannes 
Entwisle, Bolton-le-Moors ; in October, a service of 
Plate to Bro. C. J. K. Tynte, M.P., P.G.M. for Mon- 
mouth ; in November, a silver Salver to Bro. the Rev. 
Dr. Oliver, D.P.G.M., Witham Lodce^ Lincoln ; and a 
gold Watch to Bro. James Wilson, Nelson Lodge, Newry, 
Ireland; and in December, a Past Master'^ Jewel to 
Bro. Chrees, late W. M. of the Lod^e of Amity, No. 
200. These testimonials form a decisive proof of the 
gre^t cordiality which subsists between the Brethren 
and their authorised rulers, and display Freemasonry 
in a light which is calculated to excite geilerul admi-* 
ration. ^ 
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CHAP. vn. 

Hi$tory Frmmsonry %% the Year 1840. 

This year commenced with some judicious measures, 
which were introduced to give consistency to the Order, 
by a general digest and improval of its laws. It had 
long been seen that some revisal of the Constitutions was ^ 
necessary ; for, though originally drawn up with great 
wisdom and care, cases were of constant occurrence for 
which no provision appeared in that code; and the 
Brethren were often placed in a dilemma, from which 
even the Orand Lodge did not possess the p^wer to 
extricate or assist them. One ox these cases had just 
arisen, in the resignation of Bro. Key as a member of the 
Board of Management. The Orand Lodge did not feel 
empowered to accept the tender, because the Laws of 
Masonry had not provided for such a contingency. The 
announcement ot an intended revision of the Constitu^ 
tions was received in the provinces with apathy, although 
it was admitted that some judicious alterations were 
necessary. The intended measure does not appear to 
have created much interest amongst the Country Breth- 
ren ; for the private Lodges generally made tio commu- 
nication to the Grand Lodge on the. subject; nor were 
any public meetings of the Craft convened to express an 
opinion, or to resolve on any steps for becoming parties 
to a declaration of either satisfaction or remonstrance. 
The announcement passed away unnoticed, and the alter- 
ations were ultimately agreed to without the concur- 
rence or disapprobation of the Provincial authorities. 

At the Committee of Masters in February, the Report 
of the Committee of Laws was read, declaring that they 
had carefully revised the alterations and additions that 
had, from time to time, been made, and recommended 
particularly the repeal of Article L, p. 18. And that, 
after Article HI., p. 19, there should be an Article intro- 
duced, to tlie efiect that no Brother should claim to 
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enter Grand Lodge nntil his name and rapointmeni 
ehoald be returned to the G-rand Seeretary's Office. The 
Committee recommended that the re-pnblication of the 
Constitutions be delayed for the present. 

Bro. Stevens then recorded the following notices 
of motion, as Amendments in the Book of Constitu- 
tions: — 

Under the head * Grand Master,' instead of Article p. 30, to 
substitute the following : — 

The Grand Master shall not be applied to on any bosineas oonoem- 
ii^ Masons or Masonry, bnt through the Pro-Grand Master, Deputy 
Grand Master, or Grana Seeretaiy; or, if within a Provincial district 
through a Provincial Grand Master, or his Deputy.'' 
Under the head, "Provincial Grand Master,'' to insert the foiow- 

^Abw Prorinoial Grand Master who shall nci^ect to hold, or cause 
a Provincial Grand Lodge to be holden, in his district, for two con- 
secutive yaars, shall be considered to have vacated his office."-^ 
Also: — 

^No Provincial Grand Master shall be entiUed to the rank of Past 
Provmeial Grand Master, unless he shall have held at least two Pro* 
vincial Grand Meetings within his district during his tenure of 
oflBce." 

And under the head Grand Secretaiy," instead of the words the 
Grand Secretary is to be appmnted by the Grand Master, on the day 
oi his installation," in Article I, page 37, to substitute the follow- 
ing : — 

" At the Quarterly Communication in December, the Grand Lodge 
shall nominate not less than two. and not exceeding three, of its mem- 
bers, as Candidates for the office of Grand Secretary, one of whom to 
be selected by the Grand Master, and appointed by him on the di^ 
of his installation. But as lo^ as the duties of the office can be per- 
formed by the present very Worshipful f^rand Secretary, he may be, 
ftom time to time, appointed by the Grand Master, on the day of his 
installation, without such previous nomination." 

Bro. Warrener, on the part of Bro. Henderson^ gave notice of mo- 
tion, that the recommendation of the Board of General Purposes, in 
relation to the repeal of Article I., page 18, and the new Article, to 
Ibllow Article HI., page 19, do pass as Uw. 

A fancy dress ball is annually celebrated by the Lodge 
at Cork, for the benefit of the Masonic Female Orphan 
Asylum. In the present year, it was conducted on a 
scale of snperior splendour, and was attended by the 
nobility ana gentry for many miles round ; and the mili- 
tary and naval officers assembled in great numbers. The 
opening of the ball was attended by a ceremony of great 
interest* The Master^ Wardens, and Members of the First 
Lodge of Ireland, corded with their various medals, orna- 
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mentswd iewelfl^ emblematic of the Ancient Craft, having 
on their collars, aprona, and decorations of the Boy al Arch 
and Knights Templar, marched iu procession to the top 
of the room, the Scot's Greys playing the favourite air^ 

The Freemasons' March." On arriving at the end of 
the room, the Master took the chair, and. the Senior and 
Junior Wardens at either side. The Members of the 
Lodge then formed a circle, and the Master having salu- 
ted the company with all the honours, dancing immedi- 
tely commen^d. The amusements were kept up with 
great spirit till five o'clock in the morning, when the 
company separated, highly delighted with their treat. 
Thp ball realized for the. charity, afler all expenses were 
paid, upwards of two hundred pounds. 

The zeal and loj^lty of the Craft were strongly excited 
and displayed in the summer of this year, by an^ attempt 
to assassinate the Queen and her royal Consort. The 
Ancient Charges declare that <^ Masonry has ever flour- 
ished in times of peace, and been always injured by war, 
bloodshed, and confusion, so that kings and princes, in 
every age, have been much disposed to encourage the 
Craftsmen, on account of their peaceableness and loycUt^t 
whereby they practically answer the cavils of then* 
adversaries, and promote the honour of the Fraternity.'* 
And never was this precept more satisfactorily exempli- 
fied than on the present occasion. Addresses of congrat- 
ulation on the providential escape of these royal person- 
ages were transmitted from, every part of the united 
KiDgdom. All public bodies, in every department of 
life, promptly performed this pleasiog duty ; nor were 
the i reemasons backward in shewing their loyalty and 
affection for the Sovereign. An especial Grand ijodge 
was convened for this purpose on the 21st of June. His 
Royal Highness the Grand Master being on the Throne, 
when suitable Addresses to Her Majesty, and to His 
Royal Highness the Duke of SusseiXt were unanimously 
adopted ; as well as resolutions of, sympathy to His 
Royal Highness Prince Albert, and Her Royal Highness 
the Duchaas of Kent. The Grand Lodges of Scotland 
and Ireland pursued the same course ; which was also 
followed by many Provincial and Private Lodges. « 

Much angry feeling prevailed amongst the Brethren 
about this tune, on account of the suspension of Brothers 
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Aid. Thomas Wood^ Dr. Crucefix, and J. Lee Stevens; 
all of whom, by their activity and zeal, have rendered 
essential service to Masonry. The appeal of these 
Brethren from the decision of the Board of General Pur- 
poses, was brought before the Grand Lodge at the June 
Quarterly Communication, His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Sussex on the Throne. Bro. Aid. Wood's case was 
first heard; in the course of which he repeated the 
declaration which he had made before the Board, viz. 

"I assure Hie M. W. Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge, thst I 
do not retain any reooUection of haying used the expression imputed 
to me, or any others which oan be considered disrespecftfnl to' the 
Gnmd Master. I hare to express great regret that anything I may 
haye said should have been se construed. I spoke at the Meeting 
under great excitement and irritation, occasioned by circumstances 
which mihf^pily ooouned on that day ; and it is possible that I mi^i 
have used expressions, although I haye no recollection of them, which 
may have been understood in a sense which was not intended. If so, 
I very much regret it, because it was the farthest from my wish to 
speak discourteously of his Royal Highness, for whom personally 1 
entertain the highest respect. With niis statement I shall withdraw 
my appeal, and leave my case entirely in the hands of the Grand 
Lodge." 

At the suggestion of His Royal Highness^ it was ther 
moved, seconded, and resolved unanimously : — 

"That the W. Bro. Aid. Thos. Wood be immediately 
reinstated in all his masonic functions and privileges." 

Bro. J. Lee Stevens was then called on, who addressed 
the Grand Lodge at considerable len^th^ for the purpose 
of shewing whv he found it impossible to avoid pressing 
his appeal ; and having cleared this point, he proceeded 
to read copies of the protests which he had deposited 
with the Board of General Purposes ; and added, " I will 
now, M. W. Grand Master, proceed with the evidence 
taken before the Board." The question was then dis- 
cussed, whether that evidence could be repeated in Grand 
Lodge, and it occupied a considerable space of time to 
determine whether such a course was consistent with its 
usages and pi*actice. It was ultimately decided^ in the 
negative; on which Bro. Stevens declined proceeding 
with his appeals, and the sentence of the Board was 
confirmed. 

Bro. Orucefix being called, was met by the assurance 
that bis appeal was informal, and cotisequently it could 



100 



not be entertained by the Qrand Lodge; and tbat there- 
fore his suspension would, of necessity, be confirmed. 

Much discussion arose amongst the Brethren in various 
parts of the country respecting these proceedings. The 
Grand Lodge, in its Circular* states the &cts as follow:-^ 

'* Brothers Wood and Stevens lodged wtiii the Grand Secretanr, to 
lie laid before tiie Gvand Lod^, spirals against the deciaioii of llie 
Board, in which thej jrespecUTely stated the ground of suok appeals, 
in confonnitj with the laws of the Grand Lodge, pp. 101 and 102. 
Bro. Omcefix also lodged an appeal, in which, however, he did not set 
fortii any ground on which he appealed. 

*^Bro. Crocefix's appeal was objected ^, on the groimd that it was 
not in conformity witn requisites In the Book of Constitations, p. U3ISL 
a question not involving any legal principle, but standing solelj oa 
the ground of masonic law, whi(m ezpresslj requires that the appeal 
must state the specific ^evanee t)omplained of. 

**Bro. Cruc^ox admitted the omission of such speoifiealiony but 
addressed the Grand Muster, declaring that he had never used lan- 
guage derogatory to the M. W. Grand Master, (of which he was not 
accused, and on which his sentence, was not founded,) and on his 
attempting to discuss the evidence, he was told that the dedaioB in 
the preceding case precluded that course *' 

To this statement Dr. Crucefix replied: — 

I did not admit the omission of such spedfication, neither did I 
attempt to discuss the evidence. 

With regiEurd to the first of thpse statements, I aver that all that 
is required by the law, is to state the grievance of which I complain. 
Bad, until I can be satisfied that the particular mevanoe and the 
ground of objection are one and the same thing, I must believe tiiat 

appeal was regular. 
*'The real point, however, is, whether I did state the grievance of 
which I complained ? I was charged with having taken the chair at 
a public meeting, where it was alleged that certmn words were used 
disrespectful to the Duke of Sussex, without calling the Br«tiiren who 
used tuem to order. I denied that such words were used, and it wss 
proved they were not; and jret I was suspended from my masonio 
functions and privileges for six months. Is this no grievance I 

My grounds of appeal might be various; for instance, the ^aid 
might have no jurisdiction in &e matter ; a majority might have coMe 
prepared to pass sentence without hearing evidence ; a miyerity migfati 
as the V did, pass sentence contrary to the evidence ; the sentence ndght 
have been oisproportioned to the offence. These, and many more, 
might be reasons for objecting to the sentence ; but the real, me only 
grievance was, the sentence itself, whidi I had just reoeived, and 
tigfiijust which I appealed." 

Dff Crucefix subsequently published the proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge in the Freemaso^s^ Quarterly Review^ 
for which alleged offence be was again cited before a 
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BMrd of General PaTpoMi» to be bolden at Freemaaoos' 
Hall, on the 18th July, to answer the new charges whkh 
would then and there be preferred against him. This 
summons Dr. Crucefix .rerased to obey; stating, that 

Having given up all membership in English Craft 
Masonry, I deny the power iA the Board of General 
Purposes to call me to aooount in any way whatever; 
and I, therefore, decline, upon this ground, attending on 
that Board, as summoned by a letter from the .Grand 
Secretary, un<kr date of the 11th instant ; and as peremp- 
torily summoned, by a second letter, from the same party, 
und^ date of the 18th inst." 

Out of these proceedings, great diversity of opinion has 
unhi^pily arisen. All Masons agree in that fundamental 
principle of the Society, that the Grand Master must be 
supported ; not only because his talents, zeal, and long 
servitude merit tiie gratitude and veneration of the Crafl, 
but because such support constitutes the hinge on whioh 
the prosperity of Freemasonry turns. But it is uraed 
that the dignity of the Grand Master is best displaved in 
tiie unity of the Brethren; and a doubt exists whether 
the late prosecutions will have a tendency to cherish and 
promote that most desirable virtue. Great numbers of 
Brethren, both in London and the Provinces, thought the 
measure hansh, and were of opinion that tiie punishment 
exceeded the offence ; while, on the other hand, it was 
argued b^ a party, no less numerous, that a regard for 
diiMsipline maoe occasional instances of severity neoessary, 
as an example to others who might be inclined to ques^ 
tion the supremacy of the Grand Lodge, and its power 
to punish offences committed within its jurisdiction. 
Some Brethren thought it strange that Dr. Crucefix, 
being in the chair when it was alleged that Bro. Aid. 
Wood used expressions of disparagement to the Grand 
Master, should be punished mr omitting to call that 
Brother to order, after Bro. Wood had been acquitted of 
Qsinff the words imputed to him; while, on the other 
hand, it was answered, that if he was pronounced guilt- 
less, Bro. Stevens was convicted, which circumstance was 
sufficient to justify the Grand Lodge in its confirmation 
of the sentence which had been pronounced by the Board 
•f General Purposes on Bro. Crucefix. 

In a word, the opinions on all the points connected 
8 
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with this most unpropitioas ai&dr, were conflicting and 
unsatisfactory. Tnree of the London Lodges passed a 
public vote of thanks and sympathy to Dn Crucefix, and 
a ];eneral subscription is now in progress amongst the 
fraternity at large, to present him with a permanent 
testimonial of their esteem. The suspension of the 
three Brethren by the Board occurrea on the 10th 
March. On the 25th of the same month, Dr. Crucefix 
was reflected Treasurer to the Asylum; and on the 
dOth April, they were all elected on the Hoase Commit- 
tee, by the Q-overnors of the Female Charity, at one of 
the largest meetings on record, Bro. Bond Cabbell being 
in the chjair ; who also presided over the Board of Genertd 
Purposes when they were suspended from their masonic 
privileges; and at the ensuing ballot for Auditors, Dr. 
Crucefix appeared at the head of the list. At the Com- 
mittee Meetings of May and June, the same Bro. was 
called to the chair. 

Happily, for the best interests of the Craft, a true 
* masonic feeling finally manifested itself in all the parties 
to this unfortunate dispute. At an Especial Grand 
Lodge, holden at Freemasons' Hall, on the dOth of Oc- 
tober, Dr. Crucefix ofiered an apology for having written 
and published a letter, which was offensive to His Royal 
Highness the Grand Master, and also for having published 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of June last in the 
Freemasorul^ Quarterly Review^ contrary to the ancient 
charges and constitutions of the Craft ; and stated, that, 
**as during his masonic career it had been his study to 
conduct liimself as an useful and deserving, and also as 
a true and approved Brother, obedient to the Boards, and 
other Authorities of the Craft ; he could not but regret 
that he had been betrajred, bv circumstances, into causing 



cepted, it was resolved, that the Grand Lodge should 
proceed no further in the matter. 

The Fifth Anniversary of the Asylum was held at 
Freemasons' Tavern, in the month of June, Bro. the Hon. 
Henry Fitzroy, M. P., being chairman on the occasion; 
who, in the course of the evening, lamented the unfortu- 
nate opposition which the Institution had to encounter* 
In proposing the health of the Queen Dowager, the Hon. 
Chairman said: — 

The next toast he had to propose, was the name of an iUnstrions 




This apology being ac- 
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Udj, whose name never appeared in pnbfio except as associated with 
some aot of beneyolenee or work of eharity. Whetlier that charity 
waa ^roYed by albrding means for providing additional instmotion to 
the rising generation, or whether by putting her hand in her pocket, 
to relieye ute meanest sabject in the land, it was the same — an appeal 
was never made to her» htt that appeal was sure to be answered 
the most liberal and gracious manner. A few days since, at the re- 
quest of some of his Brethren, by whom he was now surrounded, he 
had taken the liberty, throu^ Lord Howe, to lay before Her Majesty 
the Queen Dowager the chums of this oharity, and to ask for it Her 
Majesty's countenance and protection, by the sniallest donation, which, 
by its example, would be pioductiye of the most beneficial results. 
He was induced to do this, not only from a knowledge of Her Majesty's 
charitable disposition, but also finom a knowledge of the fact that her 
late consort, King William the Fourth, was a brother of tiie Craft 
He had, on these two grounds, felt that it was not unlikely that Her 
Majesty would listen to the request, and the resi^ showed that be 
was not mistaken in his anticipation, for Lord Howe had forwarded 
to Imr (the chairman) in Her Miyesty's name, the liberal donation of 
£20., expressing also Her Majesty's most gracious wishes for the 
welfare of the Institution. 

The Hon. Chainnan's advocacj of the Asylum was 
peculiarly happy. He obsexved, that, 

** There was an impression existing in the minds of some of their 
Brethren, althoogb a very erroneous impression, that the advocacy 
of a new charity would tend to deprive the other charities of those 
revenues which have hitherto flowed into tiieir aid ; but he (the Chair- 
man) did not believe that such would be the case. Lord Durham had 
himself said, in a memorable speech of his, that the exercise of charity, 
and the practice of benevolence, should be as wide and general among 
Masons, as the niinoiple of admission was comprehensive. He knew 
that the heart ot a Mason was ever open te the cry of distress, and 
that there was no Institution which should be once proved beneficial 
to his fellow man, that he would not go out of his way to support. 
But, while all objects of Christian charity had claims upon his sym- 
patikies, tiiere were some objects which more immediately called them 
mto action; and although youth and manhood had their sufiferings, 
what could be a more distressing picture than destitution and indisent 
old age ? Let them picture to tnemselves a man, who, possessed of 
every virtue, after toiling up hill through a long, virtuous, righteous, 
and mdustrious life, and practicing the sublime precepts of their Craft, 
suddenly deprived of every comfort, and even necessity, in old age. 
Behold him destitute of every su]^]K>rt at a time when he most required 
it! Behold their destitute and indigent Brother, with no brotherly 
hand to smooth his passage down the rugged hill of life, and say 
whether this was a picture which any Brother of the Craft could look 
upon eooUy. Was this picture overcharged ? Was it not, a very 
short time since, that such .was the fate of a Brother, who had often 
graced that room with his presence ? Let them, however, celebrate 
^e eternal honour of tbose who had rescued the Craft from the stigma 
of being the only body which had not made a provision for old age. 
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of g^atitoda would not mtam empty banded on Hmmo who 
1^ begun this wozk 2 The;^ wojM hf^ tenfold ^warded by the recol* 
)eotion» in the last dark ▼iiion of life, tba^ tbejr bad rescued their 
brother from a atate of wretobedaeaa and norertji whioh would oa^ 
pi least one ray of bzigbtneaa pver the aad eoene* Chanty, be had 
waa the keystone on which the Craft ifaa raised. The Craft 
was founded on one of thja two great Commandnwnta, * lioye thy 
neif^hbour as thyself;' and it waa the bounden duty of eyery member 
of it to think of their aged and deslitnte Brethren. Asylums had 
been provided £or the young, but was that a reason why they should 
not ipake provision m the old ; and endeavour to fiuguish support 
and oonsolaJion to those who, in the d^ of prosperity, had liberally 
contributed to their friends in want and distxesa^fbr thos« who had 
arrived at that dark and gloomy state of human life, so beautifuIlT 
described in the Sa^ed Books 7 Whm ' the years shall draw nigb 
in which I shall say I have no pleasure in them ; when ^ sun, and 
tbe light, and the moon, and the atacs, are darkened, and the oioudM 
latum not after the rain — when the keepers of the house shall 
tnemble, and the stroqg men bow themaelvefr— when they shall be 
afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the 
almond-tree shall flourish, and the graaahonper shall be a burden, 
and desire shall fail, beoanse man goeth to his long home, and the 
PdOQjnei^ fo about the streets/ Much had already been done, but 
much still remained to be done. He (the Hon. Chairman) feared not 
the opposition which they might meet with — ^he feared not any oppo* 
sition or lukewarmness without — ^he feared not any opposition within 
-~for he could not feel that any Mason who had taken one step in the 
Craft could say that they (the promoters of the Asylum) were not 
acting on the very spirit and constitution of Masonry, when they 
were providing an Alsylum for those who had been their worthy 
Brothers.'* 

The subBcriptioiui at thk meeting amounted to about 
soTen hundred pounds. 

About this time Freemasonry lost one of its most 
active and valuable members, in the ct^ath of the Pro- 
Grand Master, the Earl <^ Durham, who departed this 
life, somewhat suddenly, at Cowes, in the Isle of Wight 
His Lordship was attended by a local physician, who did 
not consider him in immediate danger ; and the sad crisis 
which followed was but little anticipated by hia family; 
hy whom, however, the deceased nooleman had the con* 
solation of being surrounded in his dying hour. 

His lordship^s masonic career was long and brilliant 
Ee was appomted, by the Duke of Sussex, to the oflSee 
of P. M. for Durham, in 1818, and succeeded to the 
Deputy and Pro-Grand Mastership of Masons for Eng- 
land; and discharged the weighty duties of all these 
offices with universal satiafaotion and applause. The 
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sen8« of duty and propriety which ever actuated ant 
noble Brother, was thus expressed by himself, when the 
Brethren in the province of Durham presented his Lord^ 
ship with a splendid masonic Jewel, <*as a token of their 
fraternal consideration for his constant attention, and 
personal kindness to the Craft; and to mark the hi^ 
sense of gratitude they entertained for hi» dignified and- 
zealous discharge of the important duties of Provincial 
Grand Master." On this occ^ion, his Lordship said : — " I 
have ever felt it my duty to support and encourage the 
principles and practice of Freemasonry, because it pow^* 
erfuUy developes all social and benevolent affections 
because it mitigates without, and annihilates within, the 
virulence of political and theological controversy;— 
because it affords the only neutral ground on which all . 
ranks and classes can meet in perfect equality, and asso- 
ciate without degradation or mortification, whether foif 
tha purposes of moral instruction, or of social inter- 
course.** 

In this distinguished and noble Brother, the Free and 
Accepted Mason lost a sincere friend, and the Order a 
strenuous and consistent defender. In every department 
of the Craft, where his services were in requisition, the 
benefits conferred by his zeal and assiduity were evident 
*and lasting. His presidency was characterized by mild- 
ness and good humour, which found its way to everf 
heart ; while his authority ^#as asserted with a firmness 
and tact which no one cared to question, because evenr 
display of power was accompanied by a suavity whicn 
won over the affections even of those who were justly 
exposed to his censure. The esteem of the fraternity 
in the Provinces over which he presided has not expend^ 
itself in mere expressions of sympathy and regret, or in 
addresses of conaolence to his inconsolable widow; but, 
at a meeting, held in Newcastle, to promote the erection 
of a monument to his memory, upwards of £4,000 were 
subsiMbed for that purpose, which sum has been since 
increased, by contributions from every part of the coun- 
try. 

He was interred in the fimiily vault at Chester-le- 
Street. More than three hundred of the Brethren at- 
tended the funeral, wd the carriages of his relatives and 
firiends amounted to 175. The number of persons in 



106 



HI8TOR7 07 



carriages would probably be about 450; and there were 
hundreds who walked the whole way alongside. The 
distance betj^een Lambton Castle and Chester-le-Street 
is two miles and a half; and some idea of the length of 
the procession may be formed from the fact, that the 
tenantry on horseback had reached Chester before the 
last of the carriages had left the Castle. The whole 
length of the ro^, on each side, was thronged with 
persons, and the street, windows, house-tops, wherever, 
m short, a coign of vantage couM be found, was covered 
with spectators. Black flags were hung out from the 
beaytiful spire of the church, and from several of the 
private houses ; and the number of persons gathered in 
the town and immediate neighbourhood, has been esti- 
mated at from 30,000 to 50,000. 

To express its sense of the irreparable loss of this great 
Freemason, the Grand Lodge, anxious that every testi- 
mony of respect should be paid to the memory of the 
deceased noole and exalted Brother, ordered that its 
metnbers, and those of everj subordinate Lodge, should 
be placed in mourning for six months. 

Whilst these affairs occupied the attention of the fra- 
ternity in our own island, intelligence was received from 
India, that the appointment of Provincial Grand Masters 
for the different districts had been attended with a very » 
l|eneficial effect to Freemasonry. New Lodges were 
constituted, and initiationa became numerous and fre- 
quent. Dr. Grant, Dr. Burnes, Major Macdonald, 
Major-General Lindsay, Robert Neave and other eminent 
Brethren, were placed in offices of trustt and they have 
done ample justice to their appointment. The accounts 
of their proceedings are most gratifying, and the 3reth- 
ren in that distant part of the globe sustain the reputa- 
tion of Freemasonry in a manner which excites the 
astonishment of the natives, who cannot be persuaded 
but the Masons are members of an unholy league with 
some forbidden power.^ A temple foi: the meetings of 

1 An amusing anecdote is related in the Freemasofu* Review for 
1839. The lower order of the Hindoos bein^ at a loss to compre- 
hend the occasion of the Freemasoqs' meetmgs, conceived tneir 
mysteries are expotmded by dancing gestures, and likening them to 
their own natohes. they style the Freemasons' ceremonial as the 
' Chomeia ka natch,' the leather dance, in reference to the apion* 
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the Craft is in oontemplation, to which tushools and 
dwelling are to be attached, for the gratuitous education 
and maintenance of the children of indigei^ Brethren, 
and orphans; and a Fund of Benevolence is OToposed 
for the general relief of worthy and distressed Freema- 
sons. 

It is to the honour of Freemasonry that a man of Sir 
Walter Scott's talents and genius had such «i affection 
for the Craft, that he spent, as he himself often testified, 
many of his most delightful hours within the walk of 
the Lodge, in the enjoyment of 

**The feast uf reason, and the flow of soul * 

and it is equally to the honour of the masonic body, that 
its members have .been amongst the foremost'to confer 
posthumous honours on the memory of a Great Light, 
which glads mankind by its appearance, only at long and 
distant intervals. Our annals include a Wolsey, a Locke, 
an Ashmole, a Newton, and a Wren*; they also include, 
— and there are many Brethren living who have had the 
happiness to sit in a Lodge with him, — a Scott. The 
hiaden recesses of the human heart were laid bare before 
his scrutinizing eye, and his graphic fancy conveyed 
impressions to the mind, which, once planted there, 
could never be eradicated. We have already seen one 
grand masonic meeting, to erect a trophy to his memory ; 
and his grateful countrymeir were again assembled, in 
the month of August in the present year, to lay the first 
stone of a Metropolitan Monument, which is designed to 
convey to posterity the gratitude that was felt towards 
this great and good man, tor the countless benefits which 
mankind have derived from his immortal works. The 

They also consider that 'magio* is practised by them, and they tenn 
the Lodge building * Jadoo Gurh,' Sorcery or Magio-honfle. Lately, 
a pnnkah'puUer, who wab squatting outside the banquettixig-voom of 
a Lodge, was observed to become gradually sleepy over his duty, to 
the manifest inconvenience of the Brethren, and the punkah at length 
was still. One of the Brethren left the room, and found Ihe lazy 
puller fast asleep. A sharp touch with the rope aroused the sleeper, 
who, suddenly awakened, and seeing the Brother in his full parapher* 
nalia, his dream was over ; bewildered and alarmed, he soreamea out, 
* Jadoo Gurh ! Jadoo Gurh !' and vanished. No consideration oould 
ever induce him to repeat his visit to the portals of the Soroeij 
hooM." 
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•olemnity waB> in its priiicapal details, maBonic; buf, it 
was also attended, as Sir William Rae observed, ^^hj a 
countless h^t of all parties, all ranks, and all a^es, witit 
a jproportion ot theHovely and^ the beautiful, wko 
came forward, as with one impulse, to exhibit their 
admiration and regard for the memory of their distin- 
guished counlaryman, whose fame has stretclied to the 
utmost bounds of the habitable globe — ^who has extended 
the fame of his native country — whether he pourtrayed 
the character of her kings, of -her ancient nobles, or 
painted the simple manners of her simple cottagers, of 
his , own day. In all of these efforts, he idike applied 
himself to attest his own sense of genuine patriotism, 
and to advance the cause of virtue and morality." 

This splendid and interesting ceremony, which was 
anticipated with great anxiety for many weeks, by all 
classes of the inhabitants, took place under the most 
favourable circumstances. During the forenoon the city 
exhibited a constant bustle to and fro, which indicated, 
even to the most listless stranger, that something unu- 
sual was on the tapis. About one o'clock, the shops 
throughout the line of procession began to shut, and 
continued so during the aay. At one o'clock the masonic 
body assembled in the quadrangle of the College, where 
they were marshalled by their respective oiEcers; and 
never, on any former occasion in the annals of the city, 
did the masonic Brethren turn out in such imposing 
numbers. It is calculated that 1,500 Brethren took a 
part in the ceremonial of the day. This procession 
began to move from the College-square about a quarter 
past two o'clock, preceded by a strong body of the Edin- 
burgh police, in uniform, and the band of the Queen's 
Bays ; the rear being similarly brought up, the band of 
the 29th Foot taking their station in that part of the 
procession. A squadron of the Bays lined the streets. 

Previous to the procession leaving the quadrangle, the 
Riffht Worshipful Master and Wardens of the Lodge of 
Emnburgh, Mary's Chapel, waited upon the Most Wor- 
shipfol the Grand Master, and, in the name of the ancient 
Lodge, over which theypresided, presented his Lordship 
with an elegant Silver Trowel. 

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to accept the 
same, and took the opportunity of thanking the Brethren 
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of that Lodge for the unUbrm kin&ess he had receired 
from them since his initiation into the mysteries of Light, 
and at the same time begged to thank s^ch of the 
office-bearers of the Grand Lodge as were piesent, 
for the support he had received from them* on all 
occasions. 

A few nunutes before three o'clock, the Grand Lodge, 
and other masonic bodies, took their stations on the 
eastern gallery, the Lord Provost, the Right Hon. Sir 
James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart., taking his place in 
front, as Grand Master Mason of Scotland; supported 
on the right by the Earl of Rothes, Deputy Grand 
Master; and the Earl of Staii*, Actins Past Grand 
Master. The office-bearers of the Grand Lodge were 
the following: — 

Snbstitate Grand Master, — Sir Thos. D. Lander, Bart. 
Senior Grand Warden, — Admiral Sir D. Milne, G. C. B. 
Acting Junior Warden, — D. Anderson, £s^., of St. Germains. 
Acting Grand Treasurer, — H. D. India, Esq., W. S. 
Grand Secretary - - W. A. Laune, Esq., W. S. 
Grand Clerk - - - John Maitland, Esq. 
Grand Bard - - - R. GilfiUan, Esq. 
Senior Deacon - - - J. Graham, Esq. 
Actine Junior De^n - Sir James Spittal. 
Grand Chaplain - - Rev. Alex. Stewart, of ^Douglas. 
Grand Jeweller - - W. Cunningham, Esq. 
Architect of Monument G. W. Kemp. 
Sculptor John Steell. 

The masoQic procession had a most imposing appear- 
ance, and the beautiful uniform of the Celtic Lodge in 
particular, attracted much attention. The Brethren 
present included Deputations from Lodges in all parts 
of Scotland. After an eloquent and appropriate prayer, 
offered up by the Rey. Alexander Stewart, the Grand 
Chaplain, the ceremony of laying the foundationngtone 
commenced with the. usual masonic rites; the Grand 
Master using the silver trowel above mentioned. 
During the ceremony the band played, with ^eat 
taste, and solemn expression, the Sicilian Manner^i 

In the foundation--stone were deposited a glass jar, 
and a plate containing the following inscription, besides 
a plate with the names of the office-bearers of the Grand 
Lodge, &c 
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Tfaifl Qttma Plato, 
Depoflited in tke Base of a Yotiye Boildin^, 
On the fifteenth day of August, in llie ^ear of Christ, 1840 ; 
And never likely to see the light again. 
Tin all the surrounding struotures are crumbled to dust 
Bt the deoay of time, or by hutnan or elemental yiolenoe, 
May then testify to a distant posterity, that his Countrymen 
began on that day 
To raise an Effigy and Architectural Monument 
*rO THE MEMORY OP SIR WALTER SCOTT, BART., 
Whose admirable Writings were then allowed 
To have given more deught, and suggested 
better feeling, 

To a larger class of Readers, in every rank of Society, 
Than those of any other Author, with the exception 
of Shakspeare alone. 
And which were therefore thought likely to be remembered 
Long after the act of gratitude 
On the part of the first generation of his Admirers 
Should be forgotten. 
He was bom at Edinburgh, l-5th August, 1771 ; and died at 
Abbotsford, 21st September, 1832. 



The Foundation of the Monument was laid by the 
Bight Hon. Sir James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart, Lord Provost 
of Edinburgh, and 
Grand Master Mason of Scotlakb, 
The Sub- Committee, in charge of the Worit, being % 
The Right Hon. Sir William Rae, of St. Catherine's, Bart ; 
Dr. Thomas Hope, Professor of Chemistry ; 
OeoTge Forbes, Esq., Treasurer ; 
Thomas Thompson, Esq., Advocate ; and 
William Bum, Esq., Architect 
With the aid and advice of 
The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melville ; 
James Skene, Esq., of Rubislaw, Secretary; 
Geoi^ W. Kemp, Architect; 
John Steell, Sculptor; 
In the fourth year of the Reign of Queen Victoria the First 

When the stone was lowered, and the ceremony com- 
pleted, the band struck up the lively air of 'Tis good 
to be merry and wise, — 'tis good to be honest and true," 
which was succeeded by three loud and hearty cheers. 

The next, and truly appropriate air, was the good old * 
tune of ''The Masons' Anthem," which the Grand Mas- 
ter, Dignitaries, and all the Brethren present, accom- 
panied with the accustomed joyous action. 

The Lord Provost then adduressed Sir William Bae and 
the Committee as follows : — 

Having had the honour of being placed st the head of the Order 
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of Fieenuwcnuy in Sooilaad, it has faHeii to mr lot to take a part in 
the proceediofs of this day, and to laj thifi foundation-stone. 
Other, shall I saj, imperishable monuments, whioh himself has 
raised, will, no doubt, transmit to posterity the fame of Walter 
Soott. This, however, which we hope to ereot, will record a nation's 
admiration; and a nation's gratitude. Scotland claims him as par- 
ticularly her own. This city was his birth-place ; here his vouth^ 
here his professional life was spent — here was seen the first develop- 
ment of that genius which was afterwards found capable of such 
mighty achievements. I congratulate you, sir, and the other gentle- 
men of the Committee, on the event of this day. Yon have at last 
witnessed the commencement of the work which has been, so long 
the object of your anxiety and solicitude. By the labour of severu 
years, and the most mature deliberation, which you could exercise, 
you have been able to devise the plan of an' edifice, appropriate and 
noble, worthy of the occasion, worthy of lum in whose honour it is 
to be raised, and worthy of the artist of whose genius it is the fruit. 
By your exertions also, such a sum has been raised as warrants you 
to begin and carry on the buflding ; and I am confident that if more 
shall be required to complete the plan which the architect first sug- 
gested, your countrymen will not be backward in furnishing the 
necessary means. The site appears most suitable, on one of the 
greatest thoroughfares, the daiiy resort of the population, surrounded 
by our romantic localities, which his pen so orten delighted to de- 
scribe. To you, sir, and to many around you, this day will call up 
many erateful recollections. You will remember those (qualities 
which formed him to be the delight of society^ and which, knit him in 
lasting bonds of affection with many tried and faithful friends. It 
would be, I feel, a presumptuous, as happily it is an unnecessary 
task, to delineate here the merits and character of this illustrious 
man. He threw around his name a bright lustre, and his country 
shared in his renown ; to Scott and to Scotland the eyes of the civil- 
ized world were jdirected. Strangers from all countries visited hin^ 
when living, and they still look with eager curiosity to the place of 
his residence — ^they view with interest every thing connected with 
his name. How diversified were his talents ! Inspired with the 
most enthusiastic admiration of our ancient national poetry, and of 
the manners and chivalry of former times, how did he create a new 
era in our literature, and dazzle us with the brilliancy and the faith- 
fulness of his pictures of the times that had passed away ? When 
sated with the fame of his poetry, he was not inactive, but entered 
on a new path, and with rich profusion poured forth in endless suc- 
cession his stories of knowledge of the human heart, and delineated 
with his powerful pen, the manners and the characters of former 
generations. If his life had been prolonged, it is not unnatural to 
suppose that, from some delightful sketches which he gave, he might 
have added to his fame that of excellence in historical composition. 
It is with pleasure we have met on this occasion to periorm the 
duty to which we have been called. This was the birth-day of Scott 
— ^this the anniversary of a day when a British Sovereign revisited 
our long-deserted palaces — this, an extraordinary day in the calendar, 
was also the birth-day of Napoleon. The masonic body have had 
much satisfaction in doing honour to this day, for. to his other daimsy 
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fldde^ that of a Brci<iidr ; he was a malotn, a to^heaited Hason t 
Ids name was eiBx>U6d ia on« of our Lodges ; ttudj had been also^ 
•harmed with his society; they oonftted it an honour dtet he had 
been enrolled amonff tliem. I beg to thank ^ Committee for tbe^ 
teadlness with which thev aeoedM to my proposal of the Grand 
Lodge ; and I rejoiee to thinit that the whole ceremony, grand and 
hnposing, has been condaoted in a way worthy of the occasion." 

Sir W. Rae then addressed the Assembly at great 
length, after which the band was requested to play the 
national air, " Rule Britannia,** and that being followed 
by a salute of seven guns from the Royal Artillery, the 

Srocession moved off in reverse order to their respective 
estinations, and dispersed. 

In the evening, the members and friends of the Celtic 
Lodge dined together in the Caltofi Convening Room, 
R. W. M. Donaldson in the chair, supported by R. W. 
Lawrie, Grand Secretary ; R. GilfiUan, Grand Bard ; Mr. 
Kemp, Architect ; Mr. Dick, of the Albion ; Mr. M'Leod, 
Mr. Ballantyne, and other members of the licott Com- 
mittee, &c., &c« Deputations were also present from 
the Lodges of St. John's, Peebles ; St. Mungo's, Glaa- 
gow ; and Perth. About a hundred sat down to an ex- 
cellent dinner, during which, and throughout the evening, 
the company were entertained with appropriate airs from 
a select band. Mr. Lawrie, in a neat speech, proposed 
•*The Poets of Scotland,*' coupled with the names of 
Brothers GilfiUan and Ballantyne, then present. Bro. 
GilfiUan returned thanks, and craved a bumper to the 
memory of him whose fame they were that day cele- 
brating, — Sir Walter Scott, — a man who had shed a lustre 
over his country, that not only made those of other 
nations inquire about Hhe land of mountain and of 
flood,' but had made them become pilgrims to the spots 
which his genius had rendered immortal. And when 
we look at the splendours of our city, this day, lit up 
with sunshine, faUing upon landscapes the most lovely 
that could be beheld, we ought not to forget that this 
city — *our own romantic town,* was the birth-place of 
the mighty Minstrel, and in whose localities those works 
were planned and penned, which men of all nations had 
declared to be imperishable.'* The toast was drunk 
in silence, but three cheers were given to the fame of 
the Novelist and Bard. The evenmg was enUvened by 
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MTecal excellent songs, and, after a enp of thanks to 
Bto, Donaldson, for his labours throughout all the details 
of the ceremony of this day, as well as his social quali- 
ties as chairman, the meeting separscted at eleven o'clock, 
having spent a delight&d and nighly intellectual evenr 
ing. 

An important qneation was mooted in the present 
year, which still remains undecided, viz., whether the 
practice of Ereemasonry in the army be consistent with 
the observance of such a state of military discipline as 
is required among soldiers in the active service qf their 
country ? The question is new, because many regiments 
have had Lodges attached to them from time immemo- 
rial; but, while equal surprise and regret have been 
e^ressed that such an objection should be raised in the 
nineteenth century, when Masonry is in its most palmy 
state, we frankly confess that we are rather inclined to 
bail the . discussion of any general argument which may 
be urged against the Graft; because an impartial inves- 
tigation of its principles cannot fail to end triumphantly. 
The case was this: The dSth regiment, stationed m 
limerick, having had a masonic warrant, No. 441, of the 
Registry of Ireland, in the regiment for the last fifty 
years, fiJthough it being some time since the Brethren 
met as a Lodge, through the exertions of their Colonel 
(Piper), who was the W. M. while in India, they revived 
the Lodge ; and having got the Brethren of the Ancient 
Limerick Lodge to assist, the Master and Officers wer^ 
installed on the 2dd of June. The circumstances, hav- 
ing been inserted in a Limerick paper, came under the 
notice of Sir Edward Blakeney, who immediately wrote 
to know if such a transaction occurred amongst the 
officers and men of the dSth ; and being answered, that 
they considered, while the 42d, 79th, 4th Dragoons, and 
several other regiments, had masonic Ledges attached to 
them, and particularly aa they were under the special 
protection of the law, inasmuch as when all other Secret 
Docieties were prohibited, a special exception was made 
to Masonry, they could not see any breach of military 
discipline; but, notwithstanding all these, and other 
arguments, being used. Sir Edward ordered them to 
return the warrant at once, and cease to meet aa 
Kasons. 
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Sir Edward Blakeney ib an officer of high and nnblom- 
iahed reputation, and every act of his bears the sanction 
of anthority. It is clear, that in the opinion of this 
gallant Commander, the practice of Freemasonry is in- 
consistent with the due subordination which the service 
requires from those gentlemen who hold Her Majesty's 
commission. In this point of view it may be safely 
pronounced, that Sir Edward Blakeney is sincere, and 
actuated by a strict sense of what he considers to be a 
paramount duty attached to the high station of trust in 
which he has been placed bv the favour of his monarch. 

The zeal thus displayed by this distinguished Officer, 
is, however, unfortunately, a zeal without knowledge. 
Freemasonry is a svstem in which subordination is, if 
possible, more strictly enforced than in the arm^. How 
stringent soever may be the details of military discipline, 
the discipline of Freemasonry is equally severe. The 
ancient charges provide, that the Officers of a Lodge, 
supreme and subordinate, are to be obeyed in their re- 
spective stations, with all humility, reverence, love, and 
alacrity. The Master, in the chair, is as despotic in his 
power, as the Colonel of a regiment; and if Masons meet 
in the Lodge on the level, so do the Officers at their 
mess; and in each case, though a s^tem of equality is 
observed, so far as regards social mtercourse, the dis- 
tinctions of rank are carefully observed, and the courte- 
sies due to each officer marked by a code of honour, 
which no one can violate with impunity. 

Again, — ^the ancient charges and regulations of Mason- 
ry lay it down as an axiom, that a Mason is a peaceable 
subject to the civil powers, wherever he resides or works; 
ana is never to be concerned in plots or conspiracies 
against the peace andVelfare of the nation, nor to be- 
have himself undutifuUy to inferior magistrates." And, 

though all Masons are as Brethren upon the level, yet 
Masonry takes no honours from a man that he had be- 
fore.'^ It directs the Brethren to cultivate Brotherly 
love, the foundation and cape-stone, the cement and 
glory, of this ancient fraternity ; to avoid all wrangling 
and quarrelling, all slander and backbiting, not permit- 
ting others to slander any honest Brother; but defending 
his character, and doing him all good offices, as far as is 
consistent with their honour and safety, and no fiirther. 
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That all may see the benign influence of Masonry, as all 
trae Masons have done from the beginning of the world, 
and will do to the end of time." 

Thus kept within compass by laws of very ancient 
date, society can have nothing to fear from the practice 
of Freemasonry. The proceedings of the fraternity have 
been tested by the experience of ages ; and the monarch 
of every free country have extended their patronage to 
it, as an institution of peace and unity, whose tenets may 
improve the mind and humanize the heart ; but cannot, 
by any possibility, be perverted to Sanction the designs 
ot semtion, insubordination to lawful authority, or any 
conspiracy which may endanger the security of the 
throne, or affect the liberty of the people. 

It would be difficult to conjecture in what respect the 
service would be benefitted by the exclusion of Freema- 
sonry. Would the soldier be more zealous to execute 
the commands of his superior Officers if he were unac^ 
quainted with the obligations of Freemasonry ? Would 
he be more strict in the performance of military disci- 
pline, or more punctual in the discharge of his usual and 
social duties? If this were capable of proof, the decision 
of Sir Edward Blakeney would douotless be correct. 
But the principles of Masonry tend to inculcate a differ- 
ent result. A Mason is bound, by his tenure, not only 
to yield obedience to his lawful superiors — ^not only to 
rule and govern his passions, to keep a tongue of good 
report, and to practice secrecy, (a most estimable virtue 
in a soldier dunng the arduous period of actual service,) 
but he is also enjoined to act in every capacity according 
to the dictates of reason and religion, to cultivate har- 
mony, to maintain charity, and to live in unity and 
brotherly love. Now what is there in all this which is 
unfavourable to the existence of military discipline? 

But the subject will admit of a still more extended 
reference ; for Freemasonry does not rest its claims to 
public esteem on the existence of negative benefits. It 
IS believed, that instead of the service being deteriorated 
by an association with our noble Order, it would derive 
essential advantages from such a connexion. In the 
details of warlike operations, who could be more safely 
entrusted to undertake a difficult and hazardous expedi- 
tion than those who have taken the vow of fraternity?— 
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tfaast those who are solemnly pledged to the practice, 
not only of secrecy, but of fortitude; and prudence, and 
justice? — ^thau those who are bound to support each 
other in weal and in woe, in prosperity and adveraity; 
and to stand by each oth^ to the oeath? Such men are 
capable of any enterprize. They form the strength of 
the army. They are the Nisi and Euryali of the host; 
und the most implicit confidence may oe placed in their 
good &ith, attended with a perfect assurance that it will 
never be violated* Life may be sacrificed, but maaonic 
virtue cannot be moved. 

Nulla mela sine te qmretnr gloria rebfas, 

8ea paoem, lea belU geisun: tibi maxima ramni, 

Verbonmqiie ftdas. Mol* iDL, 277. 

A writer in the Naval and Military Gazette has stated 
the subject in another, but equally lucid point of view. 
He sa;jrs, I must confess myself unable to comprdiend 
the object of this most arbitrary proceeding on the part 
of Sir Edward Blakeney, and shall feel obliged if you 
will throw some light on it, and state what it is, con- 
nected with Freemasonry, that has led Sir Edward 
Blal^eney thus to condemn it as an improper Society for 
military men to belong to. If he can show that its 
introduction into the army has been in any way subver- 
sive of good order and miKtary discipline, the question 
is of course settled ; but I must remark, that if any such 
objection does exist, it is strange that it has never been 
stated until now; and that it altogether escaped the 
notice of t\^e following general Officers, who were, to the 
full, as anxious to maintain strict discipline in the British 
army, as the gallant Commander of the Forces in Ire- 
land : — ^His Royal Highness the Duke of York» the late 
Duke of Richmond, Earl of Harrington, Marquis of 
Hastings, Earl of Donoughmore, Sir John Stuart, Sir 
John Doyle, Lord Gombermere, (who was present lately 
when his son, an Officer in the 7th Hussars, was initiated 
into the mysteries, of Freemasonnr,) and many others, 
living and dead, , v^ere all members of the masonic 
Brotherhood, which Sir Edward Blakeney has taken 
upon himself to denounce as dangerous and hostile to 
the well being of the armv. Did Sir Edward Blakeney 
ever hear that the 46th iought less gallantly at Domi* 
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moa, in 1805| beeaufie opposed to ^ body of French, 
conmidng for tibe most part of Freemasons, altboutfh 
there was at the time a regimental masonie Lodge in me 
46tfaf or can he show, in the whole army, regimenti 
whidi haT6 uniformly maintained a higher character for 
strict discipline, good conduct, and bravery in the fields 
than the following regiments, (whidh I name from me- 
mory): — 1st Dragoons, 2dth, 89th, 38tii, 42nd, 46th, 
71st, 79th, and *88th, to each of which there is, or was 
lately, a mascmic Lodge attached?'' 
* There is much truth in this argument ; and we hope 
that Sir Edward Blakeney will take it into his most 
serioQs consideration ; for although, from the i^ration 
of this prohibitory measure, We do not entertain the 
slightest apprehension for the welfare ef Freemasonry, 
yet we hope, for the satisfaction of his own mind, this 
gallant Officer will procure admission into the Craft, that 
he may experience, in his own person, the stability of 
that bond of masonic union, which cements the chain of 
brotherly love, and would cotistitute the most efficient 
bulwark to his authority, if put into active exercise, in 
all the regiments under bis command. 

A Bpltodid tokeu of respect was this year presented 
by the Brethren ^t Bombay to Bro. Dr. Bumes, P. Q-. M. 
for the Western Provinces of India, consisting of three 
massive Silver Pillars, representing the three most noble 
orders o( .Ajrcitecture, surmounted by the figures Faith, 
Hope, and Charity, and eftoh bearing on its pedestal an 
appropriate device. On the first side, the following 
inscription 

'^This Pilkr. alona with two others, representhi^ the thied most 
noble orders of . Arcuitectare, was, on the Festival of St. John the 
Evangelist, A. L. 5838, nnanimonsly voted hj the Brethren of the 
Lodge f^erseveranoe, of Bombay, 546, to their Bight WorshipfUl 
Master, Brother James Bt7RN£8, LL. D., F. R. 8., R. G. O.. and P. G. M. 
for Western India, as a token of tiieir fraternal affection^ and to mark 
their deep-felt regard for his brotherly conduct to themselves, well 
as their high sense of his brilliant and saooessiVd efforts in the cause 
of Charity, Friendship, and Love to all men." 

" On tlie second side — the Armorial Bearings of Bro. Barnes. 

*^ On the third sid&— The Arms of the Lodge Persevenmce, being 
the square and oooopass encircled by a ribband, o/mtaining Uie name 
and number of the Lodge. 

On the fourth side — A suitable masonic Device, differing in each 
Pfflar, and applicable to Uiree degrees of St. John's Masanry.^ 
9 
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Several other testiinoDiAla have graeed the preaeai 
year. A Gold Box was. presented to Bro. G. W. Creigh- 
ton, E^q., Barri8ter*at-law, Leicester Lodge, Ireland; 
and superb Silver Vase and Cover to Bro. G. J. Bald- 
Win, Esq., of '"Fifty,"* Dublin; a Past Master's Jewel 
to Bro. Molineux, P. G* D. of Ceremonies, Lodm of Sin- 
cerity, Liverpool ; a Silver Epergne and Candehbrum to 
Bro. Cuff, late of Freemasons' Tavern ; a Silver Dinner 
Service to Bro. Sir Herbert Compton, P. G. M. for the 
Coast of Coromandel; and a Gold Watch and Silver- 
chased Casket to Bro. Ribbans, of Birmingham. 

The numerous testimonials to deserving Brethren 
which have been recorded in the annals of the last ten 
years, from the Grand Master down to the Secretary of 
a Private Lodge, form a powerfol evidence of the bene- 
fits which have been accomplished within that period, by 
the united effects of zeal and assiduity. No one can 
minutely investigate the science of Freemasonry without 
becoming wiser and better. The charm operates im- 
perceptibly upoA the heart, and, as its details become 
familiarized to the recollection, the avidity for further 
information increases, and the studious Brother soon 
arrives at the • summit of the Ladder, and receives his 
reward, as well in the secret consciousness of mental 
improvement, as in the public approbation of his masonic 
companions. 

Several foundation-stones were laid this year, with 
masonic honours, which it would be unnecessary to de- 
scribe, as the ceremonials bear a striking resemblance to 
each other. In March, this solen^nity was performed at 
Heckmondwike, by the Right Hon. Bro. Lord Mex- 
borough, P. G. M., West Torkshire, in levelling the foot 
stone of a Blanket Hall; in May, of -a Bridge across the 
Leven, in Scotland, by Bro. the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Rothes, P. G. M. for Fife ; of a new Church, at Thorn- 
hill, in Scotland, by the W. M. of St. John's Lodge in 
that .Town; of a Com Exchange, at Wakefield, by the 
above-named active and talented P. G. M. for West Y ork- 
shire, Lord Mexborough; in June, of Queen's Hospital 
at Birmingham, by Bro. the Right Hon. Earl Howe, P. 
Senior Grand Warden, and of a Public Monument to the 
Memory of Bro. Trevor Correy, Esq., E. T. and E. M., 
at Newry, by the Rev. Dr. Campbell. In all these 
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iiiBtances, where Masonry has been brought into requisi- 
tion, in the way of pubhe solenmitieB, it is evident that 
the Craft is held in high esteem, and concddered an indis^ 
pensable adjunct to consecrate the detaQs of ceremonial 
observances, and to conrey weight and authority to 
events, which are in themselves of peculiar importance 
to the parties immediately interested, as well as to the 
community at large, in whose ^neighbourhood the im- 
provements take place. 

A general view of the present state of Freemasonry 
will form a proper conclusion of our labours. In our 
own country it has assumed a commanding position, which 
combines strength, stability, and usefulness. The judi- 
cious application of its benevolent funds has given it a 
character for consistency, in the union of profession and 
practice, which has placed it on a proud 'elevation amongst 
the Institutions of the country, and invested it with the 

etronage of the wise, the talented, and the wealthy, 
inces, fleers, and prelates, have kiot thought it beneath 
their dignity to bestow the advantage of their influence 
and example in promoting its charitable purposes ; nor 
has the aristocracy of talent been vdthheld from the 

rver researches into its history, literature, and science, 
provides for the destitute, it trains up the rising 
generation to virtue and usefalness, the orphan's wants 
are not* disregarded, nor do the widow's tears flow in vain. 
The argument so often used at the beginning of the 
present century, that Freemasonry is benind the times, 
that the exclusive and secret character of ("reemasonry 
is not in accordance with the spirit of the age, that while 
other sdiences are progressing with great rapidity. Free- 
masonry remains stationary, and makes no advance what- 
ever—cannot apply to the Society as it is practised now. 
We need only take a deliberate view of the present state 
of the Order, compared vrith its exclusive tendency at 
that period, to be convinced that the argument is erro- 
neous. 

Freemasonry holds* on a progressive and improving 
course ; and it is a question whether the science does not 
advance at least as rapidly as any other individual insti- 
tution in this country, where literary societies are so 
abundant. If we consider the highly respectable character 
of oar G-rand and Prov. Grand Lodges, composed, as they 
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are, of noble and talented Brothers, wb diall see that this 

rion is very generally entertained amongst the Craft. 
^ f at the present moment, there exists — ^not in this or 
that province merely, but throoghont the whole Masonic 
cbmmuBity — an intense ezciteflQent req^ting the phi« 
losophy of Masonry , which is daily spreading and inerean^g, 
under the inflnence of literary charactm wno have enroUra 
their names amongst us« To those who regard the Lodge 
merely as a bacchanalian meeting, Freemasonry is smL 
behind the times. But to that noble band, who consider 
Freemasonry as it reall;^ is, an engine to enlighten the 
mind, and disseminate science and morals through every 
department of life, it is not only equal with the times, 
but it soars beyond the narrow and selfish pursuits of 
bigotry and superstition, and opens the arms of benevo- 
lence to embrace, fin one wide and universal bond, the 
fraternity of every clime, every religion, and every grade 
of political feeling. 

in the sister kingdoms, the science presents an aspect 
equally favourable, and its Lodges nourish under ihe 
patronage of nobility, who attend the meetings, and, by 
their personal example, enforce those beneficent regula- 
tions which distinguish the proceediugs of Freemasonry, 
and raise it above the level of ordinary Societies where 
men associate themselves together for benevolent or 
scientific purposes. The stately banquet — ^the fancy 
ball — ^the procession by torch-light — ^all serve the pur- 
poses of sacred charity ; and thus Freemasonry, in both 
branches of the United Kingdom, while it contributes to 
the amusement and gratification of the rich, sheds its 
blessings on the poor and needy. The details of the 
Order are conducted with a magnificence worthy of a 
great and noble Institution, displaying its honours in tlie 
statelv halls of the prince's palace, as well as in the 
secluded retreat of tyled Lodges. Is the loyalty of Free- 
masonry questioned? The answer is ready. It ispatron- 
i2ed and conducted by those who have the greatest stake 
in the country, and with whom disloyalty would generate 
loss of honour, wealth, and distinction. The grand pillar 
of Masonrv contributes to the support of our -civil and 
social establishments, connecting the Order with all that 
is dear to the heart in our altars and our homes. The 
state, during the period which these sheets are intended ' 
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to illtistrate, has recognised the fidthAil character, and 
confiding loyally of Irim Masojiry , and conferred the privi- 
lege of exemption from penalties which attach to others 
who have not had the advantage of initiation into its 
mysteries. 

FreemasoniT has had obstacles to contend against iA 
the South of Europe, which have materially curtailed its 
operation, and retarded itp progress. A jealousy has been 
entertained against the existence of Secret Societies of 
every description, because it is well known, that in the 
Lodges of the Illuminati, dangerous principles were in- 
culcated, to which the revolution in France, and all its 
attendant evils and miseries, have been attributed ;^ and 
the terrors inspired by the Vehme Gerichte left behind a 
lasting and unfavourable impression. In Germany, how- 
ever, while the scenes which were enacted on its own 
soil, alarmed the rest of Europe, Freemasonry has been 
cultivated with great assiduity and success ; and this is 
almost the only continental nation where its principles 
have been tolerated. Here its details are conducted with 
superior splendour. Superb halls have been erected for 
the periodical meetings of its members; and their 
appomtments and decorations are. on a scale of profuse 
magnificence, which yield only to the grandeur of a royal 
palace. In their processions, stately canopies of satin, 
velvet, fine linen, and gold, of all the masonic colours, borne 
over the persons of the Grand Masters, and the presiding 
OfiScersof every Private Lodge ; the Ark of the Covenant 
veiled from profane eyes by a crimsoii velvet pall, fringed 
and tasselled with silver; the silken banners laced and 
fringed with gold and bullion ; and the flowing robes of 
the Grand Officers, all combine to render them a scene 
of grave and pompous display, that command and secure 
respect and veneration. The ceremonies to be used on 
all public occasions are prescribed in writing, on the 
authority of *^ the Great Master," and they contain mat- 
teiB of importance which might be profitaji>ly introduced 
into English Masonry. 

In India, the science languished from the time of the 
Marquis of Hastings' Vice-royalty, until a very recent 
period. The accounts which we now receive fiom that 



* Vid. Preston, HHi and IStii Edit., p. 396. 
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part of the Empire are highly gratifying. The spirit of 
Masonry is busuy at work, and the Brethren appear to 
be, one and all, actuated by an earnest desire to auement 
the resources of the Craft, and to atone for their former 
supineness, by a zealous discharge of eveir masonic duty. 
The authoriti^ hare been strengthened by the Grand 
Lodge of England, and the machinery is now in full and 
efficient operation. New Lodges spring up in the niost 
distant provinces, and the Brethren increase in numbers 
and respectability. Actuated by the purest motives of 
mutual aid, and mutual enjoyment, our Indian Brethren 
use their Masonry to confer sterling benefits on mankind, 
by making it conducive to the practice of morality. It 
is, indeed, the true object of every Institution to induce 
men to perform their social and civil duties more perfectly, 
and this appears to be the aim and end of Masonry in the 
East. Even the convivialities of the Society are accom- 



mcreasing reputation will be hailed and blessed in that 
widely-extenaed principality, as one of the means .by 
which the civilization of its native population will be 
ultimately accomplished. 

In America, Freemasonry has received an impulse from 
Great Britain, which has revived the spirits of its friends ; 
who, a few years ago, entertained apprehensions for its 
existence. Masonry equally dislikes a republic and a 
despotism, and flourishes most under the sway of a mild 
and gentle monarchy. Each State in the New World 
has its Grand Lodge, and none are superior to the rest. 
Hence there exists a diversity of usages, which operate 
unfavourably to the general sj^ead of science, by that 
want of xmanimity and authority which are essential to 
its prosperity. On the whole, however. Freemasonry at 
the present period is progressing, and the establishment 
of one General Grand Lodge, which should be invested 
with supreme power to legislate for the benefit of the 
provinces, would afford a consistency that could not 
operate otherwise than favourably for the Craft. 

Freemasonry is spcinging up in our colonies, and prom- 
ises well. To our Brethren m these distant regions we 
wish health and prosperity, assured that the practice of 
our mysteries cannot fail, while it reminds them of their 
native country, to be a solace and comfort under any 




benevolence, and hence its 
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privatiras which qiay spring from, a change of habit and 
Bodal enjoyments. In Carada and the West IncUes the 
Lodges are nnmerons, but the Brethren are not sufficiently 
on the alert. From the Cape of Good Hope" and Sydney, 
the accounts are more gratifying, and tne few Lodges 
under our banner, dispersed over Europe, viz., at Gi- 
braltar, the Cananr Islands, Malta, Corfu, ftc., are occa- 
sionally at work, but they are too distant and detached 
from the Masonic body to to produce any remarkable 
fruits. 

Royal Arch Masonry in our own country has recently 
und^gone some revision, which promises to effect a per- 
manent good. Complaints have been common amongst 
the Fraternity that the Chapters are indifferently attended, 

' The following interestmg aoconnt of Datoh Masomy at the Cape 
of Good Hope, is given in the JFreemasofu* Quarterly Review for 
December, 1838 : — In Table Vallej, in a beantilkil groTe, stands the 
Datoh Lodge, consistiiig of two elegant buildings ; one (the Temple) 
appropriated entirely to the mysteries of the Ciaft. It contains a 
Tery spacious and elegantly adorned hall, something resembling 
Freemasons' Hall in London, In this room it is oustomaiy, on the 
death of a Brother, to inrite ^e friends of the deceased. The Lodge 
is assembled and the orator delivers an address, in which he sets ^rth 
the merits ef the departed Brother. This is considered a mark of 
great respect towards the memory of the deceased. In this building 
are also rooms set apart for each Degree, and containing every i^ui- 
site for each. The other building, separate from the former, consists 
of an elegant suite of banqueting room, committee rooms, and 
f^rartznents for the housekeeper. S^rom the walls of the banqueting 
room are suspended portraits of the different Grand Masters and Past 
Masters. In this room, which is capable of accommodating from five 
to seven hundred guests, our Dutch Brethren give frequent entertain- 
ments to the fair sex, thus permitting the gender portion of the human 
race to paitidpate, if not in the mysteries, at least in the sweets of 
Freemasonry. In this Lodge there is a fond, amounting to several 
thousand pounds, from which the son of any member, (indeed, we 
believe, any Mason,) wishing to completB his education in Europe, 
bvt whose circumstances wiU not admit of it, on forwarding an appfi- 
oation to tibe LiDdge, wiU, under certain regulations, be allowed an 
annual sum to enable him to carry out his intentions. On the return 
of the individual to the colony, and after having established himself 
in his profession, the sums received from the Lodge are repaid. There 
is also a school supported, by the Lodge, for the instmotioa of the 
ehildren of Masons. Our correspondent states that, some time ago, 
a letter was forwarded ix> the Grand Lodge of Holland, conveying 
the request of the Cape Masons to be relieved from their allegiance, 
as it was their intention to frame a conrtitation for their own gOTem« 
meat, and appoint their Grand Master." 
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and the companions of thQ Order appear to be in want 
of aome powextul stimulus which mignt operate to remove 
this defect. The ceremonies of exaltation, as well as the 
Lectures, have been remodelled, and the Constitutions 
improved, but the root of the evil still remains. The 
proper remedy has not been applied. If Royal Arch 
Masonry be expected to flourish according to its mentis 
if it be desirable that this sublime Degree should come 
into general and efficient practice — it must be the result 
of a process which has not yet been adopted. Sumptuary ' 
laws will fail, because they do not touch the heart ; and 
regulations for the enforcement of discipline will not 
inauce men to give up their time to a system, which, 
however sublime in its principles, or magnificent in its 
details, m accompanied by a machinery too cumbersome 
for the' effect which it actually produces. It is the incli- 
nation which must be biassed. Something is wanting in 
the details which may infuse into the mind a desire of 
knowledge, and an emulation to excel. Until this is 
supplied, the Chapters will still be unattended, and Royal 
Arcn Masonry occupy- a subordinate rank in the estima- 
tion of the Fraternity- 

Thus have we toiled, with zeal and anxiety, through 
the History of Freemasonry for the last ten years, and a 
period more replete with incident and general benefits to 
the Order, does not exist throughout the long extent of 
its diversified annals. Questions of vast importance have 
arisen, which it is the duty of the historian to discuss 
with impartiality and truth. The course, when the chief 
actors in these matters are living, and some of them his 
own personal friends, is difficult. Prejudice will at times 
intrude to cloud the judgment, and paint passing occur- 
rences in colours which may not bear the test of strict 
examination. It is hoped^ however, that the charge of 
wilful misrepresentation will not attach to us in our view 
of the chief occurrences of this eventful period. We 
have dismissed all extraneous considerations, and endea^ 
voured to steer bur bark by the compass of veracity. And 
the reoord will display our benevolent institutions in their 
foil activity, which, constitute the fair blossoms of the 
Order, and display it befpre the public as an establishment 
of universal charity, founded upon the steadfast basis of 
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Brotherly Loye» Belief, and Truth, surmounted by the 
Cardinal, and crowned by the Theological virtues. 

We now take a fraternal leave of our readers, with a 
sincere and hearty wish that the next decenniiJ period 
may add as many laurels *to Freeikiasonry as that which 
is passed. Thus will it be placed on a proud elevation, 
at the head of the Scientific and Charitable Establish- 
ments which grace and ornament our country. 
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Mt Lord, 

Your Lordship being the Grand Master of the Proy* 
ince wherein I was initiated into Masonry, nearly half a 
century ago, I feel proud and grateful for your Lordship's 
permission to address the following Letters to you, as 
they are intended to explain a doctrine which, in those 
days, had never been questioned ; and all Masonic Lodges 
were opened and closed in the name of Otod and Holy 
St. John. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 
GEO. OLIVER. 

Soopwick Yioange, Jan. 20 1848. 
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LETTER I. 



Mr LoBD, 

I AM highly gratified with your Lordship's permission 
to address this small work to you, because your name 
will be a letter of introduction to certain classes in the 
elite of the Craft, whom I am anxious to impress with a 
favourable opinion of those improvements which I have 
meditated for the purpose^ of increasing its popularity . 
and usefulness. Freemasonry has now taken its stand 
as a practical Institution, which promises to convey 
benefits to society at large, at least in an equal propor- 
tion with any other beneficent establidiment, bv which 
the present enlightened era is distinguished. If it does 
not occupy the first place on the list, it is second to none 
in my humble opinion, not even to the Royal or Antiqui^ 
rian Societies ; and from its position, or its more general 
application and usefulness, it is not without a claim to 
convey public honours to those eminent members who 
have attained masonic rank by intellectual services or 
mental superiority ; nor is the period far distant when 
its honours will become public property, and entitle the 
bearer to use them as the acknowledged marks of difr* 
tinction. 

The time has been w! en such a claim would not have 
excited attention, evcMi amongst the fraternity them- 
selves, but would have been regarded with symptoms of 
distrust ; because all publicity in matters relating to the 
Order was carefully eschewea, and it was believed that 
the. worst consequences would result from notoriety of 
any kind. To discuss the principles of Masonry in a 
public document was thought sufficient to endanger the 
existence of the Institution ; and to publish its tranaao- 
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tioii9 comH^txieid au offence which subjected the erring 
Brother to the severest punishment the Order has in its 
power to inflict. But time and experience have proved 
that this was a false poskion ; for an unlimited accession 
to its ranks of the wise and good, the talented, the noble, 
and the wealthy, has resulted from a free explanation of 
its philosophy, and a generlil promulgation of the be- 
nevolent objects of the association. The limits of pre- 
judice are diminishing every day ; its broad basis is 
oecoming hourly of smaller dimensions, and at no very 
distant period it will terminate in a point, and utterly 
vanish and disappear. 

Prejudice is the bane of all improvement. The intro- 
duction of some of Dur greatest blessings has been ob- 
structed by its operation. The innovations, as they were 
termed, of steam and gas, were met by the' most unre- 
served opposition ; agricultural improvement^ have had 
to encounter much public obloquy ; and I myself can 
well renCiember the pertinacity which was used to prevent 
the introduction of the threshing machine, which is now 
in universal and beneficial operation ; and the history of 
science displays many similar accounts of the distaste 
which was excited by any decided improvements in me- 
chanical powers. 

But no institution- has been called on to encounter 
such a tedious war with prejudice as Freemasonry, 
because its improvements are of a less obvious nature. 
Its whole career has been a scene of contention with the 
vindictive feelings of mankind, which have arrayed 
against it a catalogue of charges, all of which may be 
traced to the operation of prejudice. The exclusion of 
females formed a never-failing accusation which enlisted 
the sympathies of the softer sex, and through their 
powerful influence, a wide circle in every locality was 
itt*i-ayed against the Order. In like manner the practice 
of secrecy was iriterpreted into a vehicle to cover plots 
and conspiracies against the altar and the throne ; the 
alleged solemnity of the Mason-oath was considered a 
mockery of sAcred things; and many other matters, 
which need not be particularized here, were converted, 
from the mere effects of prejudice, into defects which 
were considered inconsistent with an institution that 
boasts of its purity and benevolence. 
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The prejudices against making the philosophy of Ma- 
sonry a subject of open discussion, ran at one time very 
high, and operated with effect upon a large portion of 
the fraternity* Not only were valuable manuscripts de- 
stroyed to save them from being desecrated by the profane 
eye of an uninitiated person, but arveto was occasionally 
imposed from authority for the purpose of silencing 
talent. Captain Smithy although he was the Junior 
Grand Warden when he had announoed his <<lJse and 
Abuse," which was little more than a transcript of Cal- 
cott's '^Candid Disquisition," that had been published 
under the sanction of the Duke of Beaufort, the G-rand 
Master, was publicly decried by Brother Hesletine, the 
Grand Secretary, and he had interest enough to prevent 
the Grand Lodge from affording their patronage to the 
book, although it was admitted to contain nothing 
objectionable." Preston was opposed by Noorthouck, 
from the jealousy of a rival author; and other instances 
might easily be adduced where essential benefits have 
been recklessly abandoned, rather than accept them at 
the hand of an individual Brother against whom any 
hostile feeling may exist amongst those whose influence 
is powerful enough to operate to his disadvantage. 

Again, it was once firmly believed that the "establish- 
ment of a third charity would injure, if not dissolve the 
other two. But instead of that, a fourth has sprung up, 
and all flourish abundantly, and produce many benehcent 
fruits. I am old enough to remember the time when 
niany well disposed, but timid Brethren, entertained 
considerable fears lest the Institution should be injured 
by the worthless publications of Finch. But behold, 
the day of his imposture passed away innocuously, and 
he is now forgotten, and his works have descended 
quietly to oblivion. 

It cannot be denied that there are a few unimportant 
errors in the system of Freemasonry, which have been 
suffered to remain in abeyance, because the fraternity 
were afraid to enter on their investigation, lest, in the 

Erocess, they should incautiously betray secrets which 
ave become consecrated by their antiquity and sterling 
worth.- .Uncertainty on such minor points was deemed 
preferabW to the risk attending the withdrawal of the 
veil ; and hence arises the professed ignorance of the best 
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informed Masons on the connedion between Freemasonry 
and Templary ; the true application of the legend of the 
third degree, the origin of the Royal Arch, the position 
of the two St. Johns in connection with the Order ; and 
many other subjects which might be mentioned, but are 
of no importance to the present inquiry. 

• I have devoted some time and attention, my Lord, to 
several of these points ; not that their settlement would 
materially affect the working of our glorious Institution, 
but because it would extinguish the charge that the 
system is replete with anomalies, and leave the mind of 
tne curious inquirer at liberty to study the Order as a 
complete science, every step of which should be plainly 
indicated by landmarks which are not open to doubt or 
objection. My opinions on some of these subjects are 
already before the public ; and it is mv intention, if I 



investigations necessary to complete the undertaking, to 
deal with them all seriatim from such evidences as may 
be placed at my disposal. 

It may be suggested that I appear too frequently 
before the fraternity as a masonic writer, and that 
modesty should dictate a more deliberate mode of pro- 
ceeding. I am not insensible, my lord, to the effect 
which this suggestion might produce on unreflecting 
minds ; but it is at least doubtful, whether such observa- 



received with much favour oy my Brethren of the mystic 
tie, and it appears to me that I shall display my gratitude 
more effectually by continued endeavours to promote 
their amusement and information, than by retirmg from 
the field, and withholding the results of my researches 
in behalf of our common alma mater. Besides, at my 
time of life, delay might Operate to extinguish the Light, 
and would be little better than actual desertion; and 
there is* something within which urges me forward with 
irresistible force. There appears to be less danger to my 
literary reputation in advancing than in retreat; and I 
receive so much intellectual enjoyment in these discus- 
* sions, that no dry argument would be able to prevail with 
me to discontinue them. The encroachments of age, 
which, in the conmion affairs of life, tend to sober down 
the exuberance of youthful enthusiasm, have served 
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rather to confirm the predilections of my early years in 
favour of divine Masonry, and to implant in my heart an 
inereased interest in its permanent prosperity. 

Sir Walter Scott, in his introduction to Ivanhoe, says, 
^^if the author, who finds himself limited to a particxilar 
class of subjects, endeavours to sustain his reputation by 
striving to add a novelty of attraction to themes of the 
same character which have been frequently successful 
under his management, there are manuest reasons why, 
after a certain point, he is likely to fail. If the mine be 
not wrought out, the strength and capacity of the miner 
become necessarily exhausted. If he closely imitates 
the narratives which he has before rendered successful, 
he is doomed to wonder that they please no more. If 
he struggle to take a difierent view of the sam6 class of 
subjects, he speedily discovers that what is obvious, 
graceful, and natural, has been exhausted ; and, in order 
to obtain the indispensable charm of novelty, he is forced 
upon caricature, and, to avoid being trite, must become 
extravagant." 

These observations well describe the situation i)i which 
I find myself placed with regard to the science of Free- 
masonry; and, therefore, leaving the heaten path of 
masonic investigation, I have extended my researches to 
those subjects of enquiry, which, though of some import- 
ance to the system, have received little attention from 
the generality of masonic writers. And it may not be 
uninteresting to describe the process by which I have 
been conducted to this point in the literature of the Order. 
I well remember the time, although many painful years 
have passed over in the interval, when the true beauties 
of the Order gradually expanded themselves to my 
youthful view. And the retrospect is truly delightful ; 



would otherwise have been extremely heavy to bear 
This was at the period when I occupied the chair 
Master of the Apollo Lodge at Grimsby. It was a noble 
Lodge-room, appropriated to the sole purpose of Mason- 
ry. I had a private key, and many an hour have I spent 
in solitary enjoyment, when no one knew that the build- 
ing contained an inmate. Here my first aspirations to 
contribute to the benefit of the Order were imbibed 
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Here vast iirojepta were Sormei, with notie premA but 
my Almighty Father wA myselfy which have not yet 
bedn fully developed. Here, surrounded by the impl^ 
ments of Masonry, I became impressed with sublime 
ideas of its superlative blessedi^ess, and universal appli- 
cation to science and morals; and determined tow<Nrk 
out principles which were then so feebly scattered as to 
give rise, amongst the uninitiated, to fantlMtio notions 
and absurd opinions respecting the design and end of the 
Institution, tnat derogated from the virtue and holiness 
of this sacred handmaiden of religion* 

I found Masonry assailed by the caustic wit of the 
unbeliever in its mysteries, and the cold sneer of the 
indifferent spectator of its progress. Both were pregnant 
with bitter and destructive fruits; and were to be com- 
bated, if the hope of success were entertained, with 
unflinching zeal aud undaunted perseverance. And the 
contest was to be almost singleAianded. It appeared a 
hopeless attempt, and sufficient to repel the most san- 
gume enthusiast. The chances of success were doubtful, 
and the pecuniarv sacrifice certain. The scoffers were 
potent; and, alas! many of the Brethren were too much 
attached to the convivialities of the Order, to exchange 
them for the pursuit of science and morals, and wli^t 
they would terjtn the visionary emulation of a perfecta- 
bility which is too pure for the depraved nature of man, 
although decorated with the ornaments of Brotherly 
Love, Kelief, and Truth ; virtue, honour, and mercy, 
which are of more value than rubies and precious stones. 
With these formidable obstacles before me, I had no 
hope of personal advantage in the devotion of time and 
labour — ^and, shall I add talent? — to the acconiplishment 
of this object; and the benefits to our noble Institution 
were at least doubtiVil. 

The prospect was forbidding, but enthusiasm ran high; 
and though I had to encounter many difficulties, I entered 
on the task with the ardent spirit of one who was com- 
mencing an honourable career; and, after a few years, 
I met with a coadjutor in the " Freemasons' Quarterly 
Review," which lightened my labours, by dividing the 
weight and the responsibility. But even with this 
important aid, it would have exceeded my powers to 
complete so great an undertaking, if I had not been 
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&70iirad with the indulgence of the fratenuty, whose 
kindness and sympathy hkve been veiy powerful stimu- 
lants, and operated as an incentive to perseverance at 
times when other objects of individual mterest started 
up as rivals to masonic fame. My subsequent labours 
will show that I did not shrink crom the task, being 
encouraged by the words of the Soman poet — 

Dootrina sed vim promoyet In&itam, 
Bectique oultus pectora roboraht; 
Utonnque defeoere mores, 
DedeooFBnt bene nata oiil^». 

Having thus hinted at a few circumstances which 
appeared calculated to. render the success of such an 
undertaking doubtfol, it ought also to be remarked that 
the general state of Masonry at that period was favourable 
to the design. The recent xinion between the two great 
sections of the Order had established a firmness and con- 
sistency which gave a new impulse to the exertions of 
the fraternity. Ancient feuds were healed ; the obnoxious 
appellations of ancient and modem were extinguished, and 
the Brethren of each class had no object of rivalry but 
that holy one of exceeding each other in the unalloyed 

Eleasure of extending .the essential benefits of the system, 
y acts of benevolence and charity, and the uniform 
practice of brotherly love- The resources of the lodges 
were augmented by an accession of new members ; the 
popularity of the Order was gradually increasing from 
year to year; and a decided taste for a more extensive 
knowledge of its science and philosophy had begun to 
display itself amongst the Brethren. 

Still, masonio readers were very thinly scattered, at 
that period, over the surface of the fraternity. And 
when I first communicated my plan to some intelligent 
friends, thev used many feasible arguments to dissuade 
me from the undertaking. They told me that I had 
better frirbish an old suit of armour, and with a rusty 
sword in one hand, and a lance in the other, to moimt 
Rosinante, and sally forth in quest of adventures. The 
scheme, they said, was equally Quixotic, and was certain 
to be a decided failure. And after I had fairly embarked 
in the attempt, they frequentlv asked me how my combat 
with the windmills was likely to terminate. This was 
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very discouraging ; but I persisted, even in the face of 
all these iui£BiTOurable predictions; and although ev^ 
member of rx^ own lodge subscribed to all my earliest 
productions, 1 cannot lay the flattering unction to my 
soul" that«a tithe of them, popular as 1 was, ever read 
the books. 

But, my Lord, you will think that I have said rather 
too much about myself. How I have accomplished my 
original design can scarcely yet be determined; for 
though I have explained the system in detail, my plan is 
not yet completed. I have still before me the task of 
setting at rest those questions on which there exists a 
diversitv of opinions. The origin and design of the 
Royal Arch was one of these questions, and 4£is I have 
disposed of. Then follows the subject of the work before 
us; and it is hoped that the arguments used in these 
pages will determine how far the two St. Johns are, otr 
ought to be, legitimately connected with the Order. 

There are some other disputed points in Masonry which 
remain in abeyance, but as they are unconnected with 
the present enquiry, it will not be necessary to record 
my judgment upon them here. 

It was an assertion of the celebrated .author of the 
Ecclesiastical Polity, that " there will be no end to con- 
tention without the submission of all parties unto some 
definite sentence ;" and he enforces the proposition by 
this argument : — " Of this we are right sure, that Nature, 
Scripture, and experience it selfe, have all taught the 
world to seeke for the ending of contentions, by submit- 
ting it selfe unto some judiciall and definitive sentence, 
whereunto neither part that contendeth may vnder any 
pretence or colour refuse to stand. This must needs bee 
efiectuall and strong. As for other meanes without this, 
they seldom prevaile. I would therefore know whether 
for the ending of these iii^some strifes, yee be content to 
referre your cause to any other higher judgment then 
your owne ; or else intend to persist and proceed as yee 
have begun, till your selves can bee perswaded ta con- 
demne your selves. If your determmation be this, we 
can be but sorry that ye should deserve to be reckoned 
with such, of whom God himselfe pronounceth, the way 
of peace they have not knowne." 

These observations will equally apply to the discre- 
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pancies of Freemasonryf although they are not of such 
vital importance as the subjects to which Hooker vefers 
in the above passage ; but they are sufficient, if not to 
destroy the peace of the masonic Order, at least to- dis- 
turb its unity ; and, therefore, it would be well if they 
could be finally settled by authority, after a full and 
deliberate investigation, and arranged in such a manner 
as to constitute landmarks which it would be penal to 
alter. How far my own opinions on these controverted 
subjects may be esteemed orthodox, must be left to the 
fraternity to determine; and I trust they will not judge 
me with severity, considerinff the scanty materials which 
I have had to work upon. I have faithfully recorded my 
own convictions, and the decision on their merits will be 

S renounced posterity. The antiquities of symbolical 
[asonrV) its signs and symbols, its initiations, the Chris- 
tian re^rence of its lectures, its philosophy and science, 
and its historical landmarks, together with the origin and 
insignia of the English Royal Arch, and the history and 
tendency of the sublime degrees, have, in their turn, 
occupied my attention. In the "Golden Eemains," I 
have treated on the literature, social position, usages and 
customs, tests, and cyphers of the Order; and in the 
"Freemasons* Quarterly Review," copious dissertations 
on the spurious and opera'tive Freemasonry, have periodi- 
cally appealed. 

In the present work I have stated all the arguments 
for and against the connection of the two St. Johns with 
symbolical Masonry ; and it is my intention — ^if the Al- 
mighty should be graciously pleased to grant me health 
and strength — ^to follow it up with dissertations on the 
building, furnishing, and decoration of a lodge-room 
according to, the usages of antiquity ; on the symbolism 
of the chief officers ; on the cosmopolite character of the 
Order, &c., &c. ; together with an ample explanation of 
the comprehensive symbol on page 19 of the last edition 
of the "Signs and Symbols," which is called by an 
Arabian cabalistical writer, " The Secret of Sechets ; 

THE BsaiNNING AND ReTURN OF EVERYTHINO; THE 

Secret of the nature of the World;" and has 
excited the curiosity of many scientific Brethren. These 
— if I should be fortunate enough to complete the plan 
which is formed in my own mind — ^will appear at con- 
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yenient mtervals; and will contain opinions and argu- 
ments on many points both of discipune and doctrine, 
about which the firaternity are at present by no means 
agreed. 

The utility of such a proceeding, in the present 
flourishing state of Masonry, will be evident to the most 
casual observer; and I do not entertain the slightest 
doubt but it will be received with favour by every real 
lover of its philosophy and science, amongst which 
number your Lordship occupies a distinguished station; 
and it is for this reason that I am proud to have the 
honour of publishing the present work under the sanction 
of your name. 

Complores alios, doetos ego quos et amicos 
Pradens pnstereo ; quibus haeo, sint quaiiaotiniqae, 
Arrid^re yelim ; dolituma, si placeant spe . 
Ddterios nostra. HoR. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

With great respect. 
Tour Lordship's most obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLiyER, D. IT. 



Soopwick Vicarage, Nov. 5, 1847. 
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dfeanwhile, Uie house new swept, 

And from uncleanness kept; 

If all things shine with grace, 

And nothing's out of place, 
rhen do we praise the household maid, 
And fourfold surely she's repaid." — ^Masonic Sorg. 

When we instruct others, we should not think it enough to deiirer poaidTw 
truths^ but we should dso take g^ood care, as near as we can, to leaye them dear, 
and, hy prevention, to stop the mouths of such as love to pick quarrels at the 
truth, and to bark against the li^t"— Bishop Handxrsov. 
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Mt Lord, 

It is a standing rule of the Masonic Society, that the 
landmarks of the Order are incapable of . alteration. 
Every law is based on this fundamental principle, and 
it is embodied in the constitutions, charges, lectures, and 
regulations of the Craft in every country where Free- 
masonry flourishes. , The soundness of this rule is borne 
out by analogy and reason; for if the landmarks were 
variable, the nature of the Institution would be liable to 
continual changes, and in one century it would bear a 
different character from what it sustained in another; 
and, consequently, its claims to antiquity would soon 
rest on a very slender foundation. 

If the essential doctrines of the Gospel were changed 
by successive innovations, and others substituted in their 
place, it would no longer be the vehicle of Christianity, 
**the newer of God and the wisdom of God,*' but a 
stumbling block to the faithful, and a meteor to mislead 
the inconsiderate and the unwary. In like manner, if 
the legality of periodical changes in Freemasonry were 
admitted by its constitution^, and it were consequently 
lawful for every lodge to prescribe its own ceremonies, 
not only would the beautiful principle of uniformity be 
lost, but the Freemasonry of each individual province 
would become an indeterminate and patchwork system, 
which its best friends would be unable to recognize as 
the pure and sublime Order into which they had been 
initiated elsewhere. Innumerable evils , would attend 
iuch a loose and latitudinarian proceeding, and Free* 
masonry would degenerate into a mere local institution, 
without dgnity in its practice, or benefit in its effect. 
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There needs, my Lord, no extended argument to prove 
that such versatility would be attended with great dis- 
advantages; and not only deprive the Order of its most 
beneficial properties, but would inevitably conduce to its 
final dissolution. The great and exclusive boart of Free- 
masonry is, that " it is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever;" that its attributes have been in all ages of its 
existence unvaried, its leading features immutable, and 
its principle, unity ; to depart from which would destroy 
its efiicacy and endanger its existence. 

At the revivd of Masonry, it was resolved in Grand 
Lodge, that " it is not in the power of any man or body 
of men to make any alteration or innovation in the body 
of Masonry."* But this rule, like all others formed by 
the imperfection of human reason, is not without ex- 
ceptions. Trifling alterations have been incautiously 
admitted, which, though unable individually to affect 
the established landmarks of the Ofder, have introduced 
discrepancies that, by long standing, assume the im- 
munity attached to prescription, although of very recent 
origin. 

Des Etangs goes much further than this: he sap, 
" all things degenerate by time, and Masonry suffers with 
the rest. It* differs from what it was as much as the 
manners of Jews and Christians vary from each other. 
There exist six thousand reli^ous sects, and seven 
hundred species of Masonry, or associations which re- 
semble itb" Of course we are to understand this of the 
continental innovations of the last century. He then 
goes on to say, that " it requires the concurrence of all 
good Masons to restore the true and ancient regimen ;" 
and professes to show the injury which time has inflicted 
on it, . and the means of its restoration. This would be 
a laudable attempt, if Masonry had really degenerated as 
he asserts; but I am persuaded that this writer has. taken 
too unfavourable a view of the above-mentioned innova- 
tions. They have not injured genuine Masonry at all; 
and instead of being split into seven hundred sections, it 
remains essentially the same, as it was in the most ancient 
times. 

It was for the especial purpose of preventing an 
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alteration of laadmarkg, that the primitiTe Grand Lodge 
appears to have been so anxions to guard, a^aipst tne 
admimon of any, eyen the slightetft deviation, from 
piimitive observances, as they were transmitted by the 
masonic worthies of ancient times to those who collected 
and preserved the scattered doonments of antiquity at 
the beginning of the eighteenth century. Nothing is too 
small or too insignificant to be the author of important 
changes ^ther physical or moraL A single drop of 
water is but a feeble instrument to efiect any great 
design ; and yet, by constant repetition it will wear 
away a block of marble. How trifling soever each 
single innovation in Masonry noay have been, the aggre- 
gate amount will, in process of time, become important, 
u these minute changes by frequently repeated. Thus 
the son of Sirach says, he that contemneth small things, 
shall fall by little and little."* 

But, my Lord, it will not be difficult to show that 
some of these alterations are neither trifling nor unim- 
portant, although not sufficient to change the character 
of Masonry. The third degree, for instance, has under- 
gone some changes since the revival in 1717, which have 
created an unnecessary confusion respecting the doors in 
Solomon's Temple. The first notice I find of them in 
Masonry places them in the east, west, and south ; but 
they are now, with greater propriety, said to be north, 
south, and east; our transatlantic Brethren use the 
south, west, and east; while in Scotland, the order is 
east, south, and west. On the continent, at least in 
France, with more regard to the primitive design of th^ 
legend, they are altogether silent about thes^ tntditional 
doors ; and I am persuaded they are right ; for, by ibe 
mention of any particular situation, we reject the means 
of proving whether they a^re typical or real. Their relsr 
tive position was not mentioned in England till after 
1725; tlie words then used were simpTv, ''the three 
entrances to the Temple."' And this is the reason why 
the French rituals do not mention them ; for they were 
all founded on the lectures furnished to the First Lodge 
at Paris by the Grand Lodge of England, and forwarded 
along with the' warrant. It does not appear difficult 4o 
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understand why the lectures on this point were altered. 
The impression was, that the real gates of the Temple 
were to be understood, and tiieir position is mentioned 
in a note to one of the two first degrees of the MaQonnerie 
Adonhiramite, published by M. St. Victor about the year 
1783. The real gates of the Temple, as eyery one 
knows, were north, south, and east; and hence Hemming, 
and those who drew up the reformed lectures and rituals, 
rejecting the symbolic tendency of the legend, adopted 
the true position of the doors. But, as your Lordship 
knows, tiie word doorsf when they are open, or untiled, 
as these are supposed to haye been, is not masonic. 

We find similar complaints in other countries respect- 
ing slight alterations and innoyations in the legitimate 
work of Masonry. The Grand Master of Tennessee, in 
his annual address to the Grand Lodge in 1842, thus 
refers to the subject: — ^he says, **I am informed that 
there is a great want of uniformity in the mode of con- 
ferring the different degrees ; and that errors haye crejpt 
into vie administration of our rites, which impair the 
beauty and harmony of the system. These errors require 
to be corrected, and the sooner the correction is made 
the better. If they are permitted to go on, they will, 
in time to come^ be considered as a pai^ of the system, 
and take such hold, that they will be difficult to eradi- 
cate. These errors, and this want of uniformity, may be 
attributed to the cloud which for so many years has 
hung oyer the Order; to the withdrawal of the older 
members from the actiye duties of the lodges, leaying 
them to* the guidance and control of the younger and 
mdtre inexperienced Brethitd, who are too firequently led 
Mtray by what is noyel and striking.'* And then this 
worthy dignitary proceeds to point out the remedy, and 
to propound new laws for the correction of the abuses, 
which he expresses his full determination rigidly to 
enforce. 

But my principal business in these Letters will be 
rather with omissions than interpolations. • In 1717, as 
we haye eyery reason to belieye, the landmarks were 
pure and unchanged, as they had been deliyered by the 
Dionj^acs, who trayelled oyer the world for employ- 
ment after the completion of Solomon's Temple, to their 
successors, and transmitted tlyough the Roman CoUegis 
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Fabrorum, and the Freemasons of the middle ages, down 
to the revival of Masonry in that year. This we are 
bound to take Tor granted, because no evidences exist 
to disprove the facts. If, then, it be strictlv true, 
as we nave no reason to doubt, it is also true that the 
lodges had always been dedicated to God and holy St. 
John from the very beginning of the Christian era, be- 
cause that formula was introduced into the first known 
lectures, which were compiled by Grand Masters Payne, 
DesaguUers, Anderson, and others, from ancient docu- 
ments which they had collected with great labour and 
research, out of the legitimate archives of Masonry, and 
other accessible sources of equal authenticity. 

Your Lordship is doubtless aware, that in the lectures 
which were drawn up and modified by Dr. Hemming 
and his coadjutors for the general use of the lodges, after 
the re-union in 1.813, the references to the two St. Johns, 
both as, patrons and parallels of Masonry, are discon- 
tinued; and the use of these lectures having been very 
generally adopted, all allusion to the above masonic 
worthies, who were held in such high estimation amongst 
our ancient Brethren, is exploded and lost. The authori- 
ty for such a deviation from time-honoured custom is 
involved in mystery. Be it, therefore, our business to 
inquire, whether such an alteration of the old landmarks 
is or is not justifiable, in accordance with the genius of 
the Order, by an appeal to ancient observances, trans- 
mitted unimpaired dowa to the year 1813. I think it is* 
not, and proceed to give the reasons which have induced 
me to embrace that opinion. 

But we will .first clear the way by an exammation. of 
the several objections to the theory, which have been 
adduced at various times, and in different countries* 
Some of oar Brethren, who reject all traditions about 
the parallelism of the two St. Johns, are ready to admit 
that blue Masonry is rightly denominated St. John's 
Masonry ; but they refer it to a very different cause than 
the Grand Mastership of either the Baptist or- the 
Evangelist. They contend that the battle of Bannock- 
burn having been fought on St. John's day, and Free- 
' masoniT having been revived by Robert Bruce immedi- 
ately after the victory, it was thence called St. John's 
Masonry; and that the church of Kelso, the first that 
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was built in Scotland by the actual Freemasons, was 
dedicated to that saint This suggestion can scarcely be 
tenable, when we consider that Freemasonry had the 
name of St. John attached to it in countries where 
Scottish transactions would not be of sufficient authori- 
ty to influence the fraternity in the adoption of a patron 
or a name for the Institution. 

Others say, with quite as little reason, that the intro^ 
duction of the legend of St. John into Masonry was the 
work of the Templars, or other crusaders, who fought 
the infidels in the Holy Land, and adopted this saint as 
their patron. The Chevalier Ramsay asserted that his 
svstem of Masonry arose during the crusades ; and that 
there was either an order of chivalry, whose business it 
was to rebuild the Christian churches which had been 
destroyed by the Saracens, or that a fraternity of Masons 
were thus employed in the East, under the {>rotection of 
the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem; and that the 
appellation of St. John's Masonry was derived from 
thence, and ever after retained. 

In answer to this supposition, it would not be difficult 
to prove, notwithstanmng the confident assertions of 
Barruel and others, that the Templars, who were engaged 
in the crusades, were perfectly ignorant of symbolical 
Masonry, and never so much as dreamt that such a sys- 
tem existed; and, I am persuaded that every sensiole 
Mason will agree with me that there is no evidence 
• whatever to substantiate a contrary belief. The above 
idea, however, which was unknown a century and a half 
ago, was embraced by the notorious Finch ; and to give 
it weight and authenticity, he introduced the following 
passage into one of his spiritual rituals, and it was 
adopted inconsiderately by a few lodges, which were 
worked according to bis plans: — ''What is the chief 
reason why our lodges are dedicated to St. John? Be- 
cause, in the time of the crusades, the Masons having 
united themselves with the Knights of St. John of Jeru- 
salem to fi^ht against the infidels, they adopted that 
saint as theur tutelary protector ; and, being victorious in 
their conflicts with the Saracens, they unanimously 
agreed that all masoilic lodges should in future be dedi- 
cated to him." This gave currencv to the fiction ; for 
Finch made the most of it by introducing it on all occa- 
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fflons, accompanied by rnucb immeaniog verbiage; and it 
contributed to give popularity to his system, by . the 
attractive colouring which he imparted to the details, 
And so far promoted his views of pecuniary emolument 
at the expense of truth. 

Others, again, who favour an astronomical construction 
of our rites and ceremonies, embracing the hypothesis 
that Freemasonry was transmitted through Pythagoras 
and the Romans, think they have discovered a simple 
solution of the mystery in the god Janus, of which they 
suppose John to be a corruption, and that his two faces 
were symbolical of the two St. Johns. And as Janus 
looked two ways at once, u e., to the old and new year, 
or to the sun above and bdow the equinoctial, so the festi- 
vals of the two St. Johns are celebrated at the summer 
and winter solstices. Dr. Warburton says, in his com« 
mentary on Shakespeare,^, with equal probability, that 
the heads of Janus represented Pan and Bacchus, or 
Saturn and Apollo. It will, however, be needless to say 
that this fanciful theory is wholly unfounded. The infi- 
dels of the last century fabled that our blessed Saviour 
was no other than Hercules; and that his death and re- 
surrection, by which we are redeemed from sin, was no 
other than a new version of the last labour of Hercules, 
whose conquest of the Lemean serpeni was likened to 
Christ's victory over the devil in the wilderness ; that 
his descent into the lower regions to conquer Cerberus 
was a symbol of his death, and his emerging thence, 
after remaining three days and nights in Tartarus, a type 
of his resurrection. Now I submit, my Lord, that Janus 
is no more applicable to the St. Johqs than Hercules is 
to Christ. 

The Masons on the continent of Europe have embraced 
a very different opinion. They admit the connection of 
St. John with Masonry, but give the honour to St. John 
the Almsgiver, who was patriarch of Alexandria in the 
sixth century, but took up his residence at Jerusalem, 
that he might assist the Christians who had made a pil- 
grimage to the holy shrine; and instituted a fraternity 
to attend upon the si<^, and to afford pecuniary aid to 
the needy. He died in the odour of sanctity, and was 
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canonized, for his abundant yirtues, under the name of 
St. John the Almsgiver of Jerusalem, and is acknow- 
ledged as the patron of all societies which are instituted 
for the relief of the sick and 'destitute. The error of 
appropriating the patronage of Masonry to this patriarch 
is manifest from our particular days of festival, which 
are June 24 and December 27, while those of St. John 
the Almsgiver are January 23 and November 11. 

But all this is little to the purpose. Conjecture is 
well, where authentic evidence is not to be had; but 
proof is better, when it is based on rational and well- 
grounded argument. And if in every accessible docu- 
ment which treats on Freemasonry down to the re-union 
above mentioned, the two St. Johns are named as its 
patrons, it must appear clear to every unprejudiced per- 
son, that the record can have no other reference than to 
the two cotemporaries of our Saviour^ as real persons, 
and in their real characters; and that it possesses a just 
and reasonable claim to be considered one of those unal- 
terable landmarks which it is a violation of the true 
principles of Masonry to teject. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

OEO. OLIVER, D.D. 

Soopwiok Yioarage, Not. 8, 1847. 
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ENQUIBT WHETHER THE PATRONAGE OF MASOIVBT WAS ORIGI- 
NALLY VESTED IN THE TWO ST. JOHNS DURING THE LAST 
CENTURY, OR AT ANY EARLIER PERIOD. 
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"PMbt saith nnio Jmub, * I/wd, nbat flhsll this man do? Jesiu saiifa unto 
hnn, If I will that he tarry until I come, what ifc th^t to tfae«. FoUow thon me. 
llien went tlus saying abroad among the brethren, that this diaoiple should not 
die.' Now the apprehension hereof hath been received either grossly or in the 
general, that is not distinguishing the manner or particular way of this oontinua- 
tieii, ia which sense probably the grosser and undiscerning part^ reouved iL 
On mora distinotly. aj>prebending the manner of his immortality; that ia, that 
John should never properly die, but be ti»Bslat<¥l into Psradiae, there to remain 
Willi Enoch and Elias until about the coming of Christ; and should be slain 
with tiiem under antichrist, aooording to that of the Apocalypse."— Browrb. 
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Mt Lobd, ^ 

In e&tering on this enqtdrj, I am not nnconscloros th&t 
the freedom of discnssion will be considerably restricted 
by a deficiency of anthentia evidence; and I shall there- 
fore be obliged to accommodate circumstances to the 
traditions of Masonry ; as these will be our only guides 
through the impervious atmosphere of a distant period, 
which afibrds scarcdy a gGmm^ring ray to dii^ect our 
path or' guide us in our isearch after the truth. What 
^ i)r. Kitto says of chronology, may be jnstly applied to 
' the subject before us -^er an anxious survey of the 
thick clouds which hang over this period, for some ray 
of light which might guide us through its uttet darkness, 
we turn away as disappointed as all our predecessors. 
Nothing, therefore, remains for us but to make such 
accommodations, and so to balance the various difficul- 
ties, as to obtain the result, which, without being certain 
of the truth, seems the best and the most probable under 
all the circumstances." 

In evei^ estimate that I have been able to form of 
Freemasonry, the foundation on which I invariably build 
is, the sjnBtem as it was promulgated at the revival in 
1717. This is a rock which will firmly sustain any edi- 
fice that may be placed upon it ; for it is the only certain 
standard of truth established by authority. No authentic 
records precede it which treat of Masonry as a perfect 
system. All previous notices of the Order, like the links 
of a broken chain, are unconnected and detached ; and 
though extremely valuable as parts of a whole, are 
defective and useless, because the connecting links are 
wanting, for they were bnmt to ashes, and cast forth to 
the winds of heaven, by jealous and ikstidious Brethren, 
who were ignorant of the real tendency of the Craft, and 
3 
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misjbiterpreted the measures which were successfhlly 
adopted to promote its best and^ most enduring interests. 
The scattered rays of light were, fortunately, still acces- 
sible, cmd nobly did the conservators of Masonry toil to 
search them out, and bnng them into efficient operation. 
Those worthy Masons whose names ought to be had in 
honour throughout all time, Anthony Sayer, Elliott, 
Lamball, Pa3me, Desaguliers, Gofton, Morrice, Calvert, 
De Noyer, and a few others, used the moiit strenuous 
exertions to put the system into a form consistent with 
ancient observances.- According to their own account, 
they perused , old manuscripts, digested ancient consti- 
tutions, collected .the old Gothic charges, and consulted 
intelligent brethren," about thpse secret rit^s and ordi- 
nances, and doctrines, which "were never divulged in 
manuscript," and embodied every hint which had the 
unequivocal sanction of ancient usage in its favaur. The 
labours of these eminent men have placed Freemasonry 
on a basis that cannot be shaken ; and the ceremonies 
and doctrines which were used by them I wiU defend to 
the death, as containing the true and unalterable princi- 
ples of the Craft. Let us, then, enquire whether any 
reference to St. Johp may be found in the ritual which 
was propounded at that period by the revived Grand 
Lodge. 

In the eacliest lectures that were used under its sanc- 
tion, St. John was alluded to in the following manner i — • 
"Q. From whence canae. you? A. From the holy lodge 
of St. John. Q. What recommendation do you bring 
from thence? A. A recon^mendation from the brothers 
and fellows of that right worshipful and holy lodge of 
St. John, from whence. I came, who greet you thrice 
heartily^'* 

This I take to be a plain admission, by the first Grand 
Lodge under the revived system, after using every possi- 
ble n^aps of ascertaining the true belief oif antiquity on 
air poHrts-oonaectddr with the Order, which they had 
undertaken to rescue from the oblivion into which it was 
falling, in consequence of the age ^nd infirmities of Sir 
Christopher Wren, the Grand Master," — that the St 
Johns were considered the legitimate patrons of Christian 
Masonry. But to prevent the universality of the Order 
from being affected b} such a doctrine, the old charges dis- 
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tdnctlj provided, that al&ongh <<tf» ancient times the Cftm- 
tian Masons were charged to comply with the Christian usages 
of each country tt^e they travelled^ or worJced; yet Masonry 
being found in all nations, even of divers religions, they 
are now only charged to adhere to that religion in which 
all men agree, leaving each brother to his ovm particular 
opinions, that is, to be good men and tnie, men of 
honour and honesty, by whatever names, religions, or 
persuasions th6y may be distinffuished; for they all 
agree in the three great articles of Noah, enough to pre- 
serve the cement of the lodge." 

And the revivers of Masonry, that they might distinctly 
announce their opinions on this particular subject, caused 
it to be still more elaborately enunciated in the formula, 
as improved by Desagtiliers and Anderson a few years 
later. It is here stated that the lodges were called St. 
John's lodges, because *<he was the baptizer and fore- 
rutiner of our Saviour; and announced hun as the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sins of the world." This 
corresponds with the French ritual, a.d. 1730, which is 
equally plain: — ^*'D. Comments' appelle cette Loge? 
R. La Lege de S. Jean." And the passage was thus 
explained: — <<I1 fait toujours repondre ainsi parce qut 
(?ett le nom de toutes les LogesJ^^ 

We now come to the consideration of Bro. Duncker- 
ley's lectures, which I am persuaded were identical with 
those which are attributed to Martin Clare. In this 
ritual the same asseveration is repeated ; and more than 
this, St. John was now introduced into the styl^ of the 
O.B., that the great truth mi^ht be fully impressed upon 
every candidate at his first initiation. It ran thus:— 

In the presence of God, and this right worshipful apd 
holy lodge, dedicated to God and holy St. John ;" and 
the asseveration corresponded with it — " so help me God 
and holy St. John. These forms were continued in 
general use by most of the lodges, till the re-union of 
the two great sections in 1813. 

Th^ next stage of our enquiry improves our view of 
the cai|e, and the light beams still more effulgently upon 
us. In a catechism used a little later than the middle 
of the century, which, by way of eminence, is called 
** the Old York Lecture," the two St. Johntf occupy a 
prominent situation; and the passage where they are 
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introdac^d is bo cbankQt«iit»io of 9k oosmical insiitatlon, 
as vfeW as iliustratiye of tb^ subject under* disoossion, 
thatlquoteitatleugtb* ^^Q> Our lodges bein^ finishedt 
furnished, aud decorated with oruaments, furniture, and 
jewels, to wb0in were they eonsecratedf A. To God. 
Q. Thank you, Brother; and can you tell me to whom 
they were grst dedicated T At To Noah, who was saved 
in the ark. And by what name were the Maacma 
thiBn kAown? A. They were oalled Koachidas, Sages, oar 
Wise Men* Q- To whom were the lodges dedicated 
during the Mosaic dispenaation? A. To Moses, the 
chosep of God ; and Sefomon, the son of David, king of 
Israel, who was an eminmt .patron of the Craft. Q. And 
under what name were the. Masons known during that 
period? A. Under the name of Dionysiacs, Geometri- 
cians, or Masters in Israel* Q. But, Brother, as Solomon 
was a Jew, and died long before the promulgaiion of 
Christianity, to whom were they dedicated under the 
Christian dispensation?: A. From Solomon, the patronage 
of Maaonry passed to St« John the Baptist. Q. And 
under whoit name were they known after the promulgar 
tion of Christianity? A* Under the name of Essenes, 
Architects, or Freemasons. Q. Why were the lodges 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist? A. Because he was 
the forerunner of our Saviour ; and by preaching repent- 
ance and humiliation, drew the first parallel of the Go»* 

Kl. Q. Had St. John the Baptist any equal? A. He 
d ; St. John the Evangelist. Q. Why is be said to bo 
equal ta the Baptist? A. Because he finished by hie 
learning what the other began by his zeal, and thus drew 
a second line parallel to the former; ever since which 
time. Freemasons' lodges,* in all Christian countries, have 
be^ dedicated to the one or the other, or both of these 
worthy and worshipful mefL" 

In the ritual practised by the lodges in the north of 
England, a little later in the century, we find the follow- 
ing passage : — " Our lodges are untruely said to be dedi- 
cated to St. John, because the Masons who engaged to 
conquer the Holy Land chose that saint for their patron. 
We shoiUd be sorry to appropriate the Balsarian sect of 
Christians to St. John as an explanation of this principle. 
St. John obtains our dedication as being the proclaimer 
of that salvation which was at hand by the coming of 
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Christ ; and we, as a set of religions assembling in 
the true faith, commemorate tiie proclamations of the 
Baptist* In the name of St. John the Evangelist, we 
acknowledge the testimonies which he gives, and the 
divine Logos, which he makes manifest." And again*-^ 
Our beauty is such as adorns all our actions; is hewn 
out of the rock, which is Christ ; raised upright with the 

Elumb-line of the Oospel ; and squared and levelled to the 
orizontal of Ood's will in the holy lod^e of St. John ; 
and as such becomes the temple whose md^er and builder 
is God." 

It wpears, my Lord, from the above facts, tiiiirt the 
n^ane of St. John was -a generic t^rm for all Freemasons' 
lodges. And this will be further apparent from a perusal 
of the ** Golden Remains of the early Masonic Writers 
for they uniformly speak of the two St. Johns as being 
universally received as the undoubted patrons of the 
Craft. It is a feet that was never once called into 
question, although it must be confessed that the reasons 
for its adoption slightly vary. Our transatlantic Brethren 
say — The dedications are made to these saints, not as 
Christians, - but as eminent Miasons; and if we are gra- 
tuitous in bestowing such & character upon them, this 
does not affect the merit of the argument, because the 
dedication is made under the supposition that this is 
their character. They are honoured liry us j not "as saints, 
but as good and piotfs men — ^not as teachers of religion, 
but as bright examples of all those virtues which Masons 
are taught to reverence and practice. And if to all this 
it incidentally happens that they were also Christians, 
such a circumstance should, with a tolerant Jew, be no 
objection to the honours paid to them; but with a 
sincere Christian, a better reason."^ In this passage, the 
identity of the persons is preserved — ^however the reason 
^r their adoption may differ from that which was assigned 

/ our Brethren of the last century. 
These are the facts, and thev cannot be shaken by any 
amount of argument. There they stand, and no sophistiy 
can explain them away. In the words of a inodem 
writer, " a truth remains a truth, though all the world 
agree to call it a Ue; and error is not the less enox', 
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though every learned body in Christendom certify to its 
yeracity. Hypotheses ^nd theories may be talked about 
and fought about as long as we will, and then we shall 
be as far from a satisfactory conclusion as ever." The 
above series of facts serve to direct our path; and by 
their removal we m^e shipwreck of our ancient faith.'" 
We might as well prostrate trial by jur^, and still contend 
that the British constitution exists m all its primitive 
perfection. We might, as well strike out an asterism 
from the skyt and stul argue that its ancient appearance 
is unchanged. We might as well expel the St. Johns 
from the system of Christianity, and exhibit the Redeemer 
without a proclamation on the ouq hand, or a recorder 
of his actions on the other. 

But it is contended that, aa Freemasonry was in 
existence nutny ages before either of the St. Johns 
flourished, they could not possibly .have been its original 
patrons. Nor is it asserted that they were; and, there- 
fore, the objection may be admitted in its full force 
without affecting the proposition, that the two St. Johns 
are the legitimate patrons and parallels of ^he Order. In 
fact, it proves nothing; for, in another stage of their 
progress, the old lecturers distinctly explain the origin 
of their appropriation in the following words, which are 
but the extension of a ritual already cited: — ^< After the 
flood, the Masons were called Noachidae, and from the 
building of the tabernacle, the lodges were dedicated to 
Moses. From the building of the first temple at Jeru- 
salem to the Babylonish captivity,' Freemasons' lodges 
were dedicated to King Solomon; from thence to the 
coming of Shilo, they were dedicated to Zerubbabel; 
and from that time to the final destruction of the temple 
by Titus, they were dedicated to St. John the Baptist; 
but owing to the many massacres and disorders which 
attended that memorable event. Freemasonry sunk very 
much into decay ; many lodges were entirely broken up, 
and few could meet in sufficient numbers to constitute 
their legality; and at a general meeting of the Craft held 
at Jerusalem, it was observed that the principal reason 
for the decline of Masonry, was the want oi a Grand 
Master to patronize it; they, therefore, deputed seven of 
their most eminent members to wait upon St. John the 
Evangelist, who was at that time Bisnop of Ephesus, 
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requestiiig him to take upon himself the office of Grand 
Master. He returned for answer, that though well 
stricken in years, yet having been in the early part of 
his life initiated mto Masonry, he would accept the 
office;^ thereby completing by his learning what the 
other St. John had begun by his zeal ; and thus drew 
what Freemasons term a line parallel ; ever sincc^ which, 
Freemasons' lodges, in all Christian countries, have been 
dedicated both to St. John the Baptist and St. John the 
Evangelist.'' 

In this formula, the reason for placing the two St. 
Johns as the parallels of Masonry, is so plainly stated, Im 
to admit of neither doubt nor dispute. If the St. Johns 
are to be understood symbolically, then Zerubbabel, and 
Solomon,' and Moises,* and Noah, must also be symbolical 
characters, for they are placed on exactly the same basis. 
This is an hypothesis which the most sceptical Brother 
will scarcely be willing to admit ; because if it were con- 
ceded, Freemasonry would become a visionary institiition, 
its landmarks would be doubtful, and its references un- 
interesting and obscure. If the above personages be 
allegorical, what will become of the deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage — Moses and the Tabernacle — Jeptha 
and the Ephraimites — Solomon and the Temple, &c., 
frc.? They must all, by the same rule, be considered 
allegorical, and the very worst charges of Paine, Carlisle, 
and others, who denied the reality of all these events 
and persons, will be fathered ifpon' the fraternity; a 
consummation which would sOon sweep it' away frond 

• It is an historical fact, that the early Christinas <on^ h cTeputaticni 
to St. John in his old age, requestmg him to mre tlu-m a code of 
rales for their ohservaiioe, that the identity of their faith might be 
perpetuated as an exchisive society. Thus Dr. Ritto says (Aimot. on 
John, i., 1, **The intimations preserved by the early fathers inform 
OS that the aged apostle was induced to write his gospel at the earnest 
solicitations ^ the churches in Asia Minor, with a view of overturning 
the errors wmch were then promulgated by Cerinthus, the Nicolaitan8« 
and others. As these errors were, for the most part, founded on 
mistaken notions of the real nature, character, and office of Jesus 
Christ, he selected from the history and discourses of his Lord those 
passages which bore most strongly upon these subjects; and which 
tended, by the exhibition of correct views, to overthrow the existing 
errors; and est;ablish a rule of faith for the £atur6, on those points 
which had been brought into dispute." 



99 



^ &C6 of tl^Q eartl]^ ponB^ed by the raMmtiom 

But your Lordship wiU be at no loss to discov^ that 
the diversity iu the formuLas constitutes a strong evi- 
dence of the trutb of the facts, because it proves that in 
every modification or improvement of the lectures, which 
took pia^ during the last century, the description of 
patronage and pairallelism never varied ; and the legality 
of dedicating the lodges to St. John was never ques- 
tioned) but was esteemed as an admitted truth, which 
uone but the most captious eowan ever ventured to 
fH>utrpvert 

lu the original lectures compiled by Sayer, Payne, 
and Desaguliers, and impoved by Anderson, Desaguhers, 
and Cowper ; in the revisions of Punckerley and Martin 
Clare, twice ^peated; and in the extended rituals of 
Hutcliinson, Preston, and others, which were in use 
down to the reunion in 1813, and by some lodges even 
to th^e pre9ent time, all of which have been cited above, 
the St. Johns occupy their place as the patrons of 
Masonry; no link in the chain of evidence is broken; 
for \D. no one ritual, whether, mcient or modenif which 
was in use during the whole century, have they been 
omitted. 

But there is a further proof of greater antiquity than 
aj^y we have yet noticed, that blue Masonry was digni* 
fi^d with the name of St. John. In a system Qf Masonir 
used, as it is confidently affirmed, in the fourteeniu 
century, the following passage occurs in the 0« B. : — 

That 70a will alwajs keep« guard, and Qonoeal, 
And from this time 70a never will reveal, 
Either to M. M.^ F. C, or apprentice^ 
Of St John's Order« what our grand intent Ls.*' 

Hese we have the name of St. John's Masonry particu- 
larly assigned to three decrees only ; and, if it were a fact 
universafly acknowledgea at that period, we may safely 
conclude that its ori^ may be dated at a much earlier 
epoch s and even earned back to the time when the Evange- 
list flourished* In a word, the Masons of the eighteenth 
eeiytuiy would have sacrificed eyer^ other landmark of 
the Order, rather than abandon their ancient and legiti^ 
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mate patcons, Palej says — I know not a more radi 
or unphilosophical conduct of the understanding, than 
to reject the substance of a story, by reason of some 
diversity in the circumstances with which it is related. 
The usual character of human testimony is substantial 
truth under circumstantial variety. This is what the 
daily experience of courts of justice teaches. When 
accounts, of a transaction come from the mouths of dif- 
ferent witnesses, it is seldom that it is not possible to 
pick out apparent or real inconsistencies between them. 
These inconsisteBcies are studiously displayed by an 
adverse pleader, but oftentimes with little impression 
upon the minds of the judges. On the contrary, a close 
and minute agreement induces the suspicion of confede- 
racy and fraud. When written histones touch upon the 
same scenes .of action, the comparison almost always 
affords ground for a like reflection. Numerous, an4 
sometimes important variations present themselves ; not 
seldom also, absolute and final contrac^ctions; yet neither 
one nor the other are deemed sufficient to shake the 
credibility of the main fact.'" 

Now this arrangement of changing the grand patrons of 
Masonry along with ike systems of religipn by which it 
is practised, is perfectly consistent with yordinaiy usage 
in other important matters. Before the legation of Moses, 
the patriarchal religion was the true erne, and it was 
dedicated to Noah and Abraham ; Ihe former being digni- 
fied with the appellation of ^'a preacher of righteous- 
ness,"* and the latter of "the father of the faithful"* 
After that event the legitimate system of faith was no 
longer patriarchal but Jewish, and was accordingly .dedi- 
cated to Moses and Aaron, as lawgiver and priest ; the 
one being called "Moses prophet," and also "a burning 
and a shining lighi;," as his successor was aftelrwards 
named ; and the other "Pharaoh's Qod."^ And from the 
advent of "the Messiah, mankind are expected bv the 
Almighty to embrace Christianity aa the only efficient 
means qi salvation, and it was dedicated to Christ the 
Son of God, as " a light to lighten the Gentiles, and tha 



* Evideiioe8« part iii, c. 1. 

* Bomans iv.* 11. 



* 2- Peter it, Ik 
^ Deui;. vii., 1. 
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glory of Israel ; of whom St. John the Baptist was 
the herald, and St. John the Evangelist the beloved 
disciple. 

In imitation of this example, which was prescribed by 
the Divinity himself, patriarchal Freemasonry had for 
its grand parallels Noah and Abraham ; when it was in 
the custody of the Jews, the lodges were dedicated to 
Moses . and Solomon ; but after the destruction of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, and the dissolution of the Jew- 
ish polity, both civil and ecclesiastical, 'Masonry fell 
into the hands of the Christians, and was, by a very 
natural process, placed under the especial patronage of 
the herald and tne chief disciple of the divine Founder 
of their xeligion. Again, under the patriarchs, the Ma- 
sons were called Noachidae; by the Jews, Dionysiacs 
or Geometrician^ ; and by the .Christians, Masons or 
Freemasons ; but in all ages they were equally styled 
*'the Brethren" (o« aJaA^po*). 

On this rational interpretation of a very obvious prac- 
tice, it. appears wonderful that Christian Masons oi our 
own country, aftei: the appropriation has remained undis- 
puted for eighteen hundred years, should endeavour to 
overturn it, and restore the obsolete custom of attri- 
buting the patronage of Christian Masonry to Moses and 
Solomon, which is at variance with the concurrent prac- 
tice of all time^ The above process is the great touch- 
stone by which the legitimacy of any ceremony, or series 
of ceremonies, can be rationally determined. And I 
would have it perfectly understood, my Lord, that I am 
speaking of Masonry as practised by Christians. In 
Jewish lodges the appropriation of masonic patronage to 
Moses and Solomon is perfectly just, and in keeping with 
th6 above line of argument, alphough it is precisely the same 
violation of the universality of the Or^jer as the Christians 
are charged With, who assign their Masonry to the Grand 
Mastership of the two St. Johns. 

My researches have been unsuccessful to determine the 
exact period when the above parrallelism was introduced 
into the Order. In the earliest lectures (a. d. 1721), it is 
mentioned thus : — " God's good greeting be to this our 
happy meeting. And all right worshipful brothers and fel- 



' Luke ii., a2. 
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lows of the right worshipful and holy lodge of St. John. 
Q. Why do you denominate it the holy lodge of St. John ? 
A. Because he was the forerunner of our Sayiour» and 
laid the first parallel line to the Gospel." We are there- 
fore bound to conclude that it was a dogma of great 
antiquity. In another formula which was introduced a 
few years later, improved by Bro. Dunckerley, the paral- 
lelism is still more intelligibly enunciated. — "ui all 
regularly constituted lodges there is a certain point 
within a circle; the point representing an individual 
brother; the circle representing the boundary line of 
his dntj to God and man, beyond which he is never to 
suffer his passions, prejudices, or interests to betray him 



" dicular parallel lincsy representing St» J^hn the Baptist and 
St, John the Evangel ist^ who tvere perfect parallels in Christi- 
anity as tvell as in Masonry; and upon the vertex rests 
the book of the Holy Scriptures, which point out the 
whole duty of inan. In going round tnis circle we 
necessarily touch upon these two lines, as well as on 
the Holy Scripture ; and whilst a Mason keeps himself 
thus circuiiucribc I, it is impossible that he should mate- 
rially err." 

A curious illustration of this symbol of a circle and 

})arallel liiips, iu connection with the two St. Johns, is 
bund iu the anciiuit union of the zodiacal circle with 
the period vvheu the ft^stival of the two saints was cele- 
brated. Iu \ he old Runic Fasti, a wheel or circle was 
used to denote the festival of Christmas. The learned 
Gebelin derives Yule, the ancient name of Christmas, 
from a primitive word, carrying with it the general idea 
of revolution and a wheel;, and it was so called^ says 
Bede, because of the return of the sun's annual course 
after the winter solstice. This circle is common to both 
festivities. Thus Durand, speaking of the rites of the 
feast of St. John the Baptist, informs us of this curious 
circumstance, that in some places they roll a wheel 
about, to signify that the sun, then occupying the highest 

Elace in the zodiac, is beginning to descend.^ Here we 
ave a copy of the circle and the two parallel lines ; for 

• See Ant Yiilg., o. zxviL ; and Brand on Midsummer Eve. 
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the ceremony wfts used on the days of St. John the 
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, from the very first 
establishment of Christianity. Naogeorgus observes, that 
the people imagine the rolling of this wheel to be a token 
of good lock. These are his words : — 

Then doth the joyfall feast of John 

The Baptist take his tame. 
When bonfiers great, with loftie flame. 

In every towne doe bnrne. 
Some get a rotten w^le, 

All wome and cast aside^ 
Whicl^ covered round about with strawe 

And tow, they closely hide ; 
And e&ryed to some mountaines top. 

Being all with Are li^ht, * 
They Imrle it downe with violenoe, 

When darke appears the night; 
Resembling much the sunne, that from 

The heavens down should fal, 
A straunge and monstrous sight it seemesv 

And fearefuU to them all. 
But the^ suppose their mischiefea all 

Are likewise throwne to hell ; 
* And that from harmed and daungers now 
. In safetie here they dwell."' 

I have the honour to remain, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient 

Servant and Brother, 
GEO. OLIVER, D. D. 

Bcopwiok Vioarage, Nov. 25, 1847. 

Popish Kingdome, foL 54, b. 
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■ BBA80KS WHY 81 . JOHN THE BAPTIST IS ESTEEMED A PATfiON 
OlP FREEMASONBY. 
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I am well aware that the writer who eadeaTOura to separate tmth from fietion 
in ancient hiatory, undertakes a task which is more likely to prove laborious to 
huTiself than agreeable to others. There ift perhapa a mental pleasure, which 
though few avow, yet many feel, in contemplating remote events obscurely 
known, embellished by fancy, and' amplified by exaggeration. We scarcely 
desire to know the truth, where Action pleases better; nor is it iritjiout a paog 
that we part with our first youthful notions, or that we break those early asso 
dations which were formed when the judgment was yet immature, and when the 
imagination was still the ruling faculty or the mind." — Sir W. Drummond. 
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Mt Lord, 

In pursuance of the general plan of this enquiry, we 
will now consider a little in detail the true reasons why 
the two St. Johns were invested with thesq masonic 
honours. And first of the Baptist, who is described ad 
the grand patron of Masonry in the charter of Colne, 
under date of 1535. This ancient document states that 
"the Masters of our Order toqk the name of IniticUed 
Brothers of Sl John^ following the footsteps, and imitating 
the conduct of St. John the Baptist, the forerunner of 
the Light, and the first martyr of the enlightened." And 
again, " the brotherhood or Order of Free and Ac6epted 
Masons dedicated to holy St. John^ is not a branch ot the 
Temple, nor of any other spiritual or temporal order ; 
neither is it united to the one or to the other; neither 
has it derived its origin from them ; nor has it the least 
communion with them in any shape or manner whatever ; 
but it is much more ancient than all those orders of 
knighthood, and existed in Palestine and Greece, as well 
as in both divisions of the Roman Empire, before the 
crusades and the departure of the above-named knights 
forPalestine."» 

Now, although there are reasonable doubts about the 

Senuineness of this charter, yet, if spurious, it was eyi- 
ently fabricated on principles which were universally 
believed to be true at the time of its promulgation; 
because if any new or startling doctrine, which had never 
before been contemplated, had been attempted to be 
foisted on the fraternity — ^such as the expulsion of an 
ancient patron, and the s\ibstitution of another whose 

^ See the entire Charter in the Freemasons* Quarterly Review,*' 
for 1841. 
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name had never yet been connected with the Institution 
— ^the doctunent would not have been suffered to circulate 
amongst the fraternity as an authentic production. It 
appears, therefore, clear that at the time of its compilation 
St. John was universally^ received as the patron of the 
Order ; and the conclusion will be the same whether the 
document be really as ancient as the date implies, or 
whether it be an interpolation or forgery of the last 
century. 

St. John the Baptist was probably selected as the 
Grand Master of Masons,' because he heralded the 0hri0* 
tian dispensation, as had been predicted by Malachi four 
hundred years before his birth bearing witness to the 
Light ^ for in the jrear 26, he emerged from the wilderness, 
and announced himself as the harbinger of one mightier 
than he, who would speedily appear as a deliverer, and 
whose shoe's latchetiie was not worthy to unloose.^ 

* In the year 1773, the Brethren at Prague built a lar^ and exten- 
sive establishment foi^ poor masonio chiHron, and oalled it St. John 
the Baptist's Hospital.*' The boys were taught reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, and the girls spinning, knitting, and every other useful 
female acoomplishment. 

» Mai. iii., 1. 

^ In an ancient tradition, St. Jolhi the Baptist is expected to be an 
attendant on the Sariour at the day of judgment, when Jesus Christ 
will descend in clouds above the valley of Jehoshaphat, attended by 
nii^e orders of angols — the cross, the orown, and otner instruments of 
tiie passion, being borne round him ; the five wounds shining like 
rubies, with the Virgin Mary on his right hand, and John the Baptist 
on his left, as they are represented in the paintings and illuminations 
ofrthe middle ages, aecdmpanied respectively by the saints of the Old 
and New Testament ; the whole forming a vast amphitheatre of glory. 
The Book of Life is then to be opened, and tne tkxun^et blown, 
summoning mankind to judgment, when their eternal destmjr will be 
finally pronounced. 

^. Mark i., 7. The spurious gospel of Nioodemus, which, however, 
was esteemed canonical by tiie Anglo-Sazons, and read in their 
churches, speaking, in the eighteenth chapter, of tiie descent of ChiisC 
into' Hades, and of the wonders he performed there, has the following 
passage : — " The prophet Isaiah, there present, said, this is the Light 
that proceedeth from the Father, and from the Son, and from the Holy 
Ghost, of which | prophesied while ^et in the flesh, saying, The land 
of Zebulon and the land of Xaphtali, the people sitting m darkness 
have seen a great light. Then came there forward into the midst of 
tiiem a stranger, an ascetic from the wilderness, and the patriarchs 
said unto him, Who art thou ? And he said, I am John, the last of 
the prophets, who have made straight the way of the Son of Grod, and 
preached to the people repentance for the remission of sins. And 
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Hence the Baailidaaa Christiaiu believed that Hie flpirit 
of light lentered into John at the ba|)ti8in ei Chriit, and 
that there was oonseqnently some portion of divinity ta 
^m, which elevated him above mortality. His great 
parallel the Evangelist, to vindicate hifl reputation, repn- 
diated this doctnne, by saying ^^ther^ was a man sent 
from God whose n^e was John. The same came far a 
vntnesst to bear vntness of the Lights that eH men through 
him might believe. Hewunot that Lights but was sent 
to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light 
(meaning Christ) which ligbteth every man that cometh 
into the world."* And then he gives an account of the 
mission sent by the Jews to ascertain who jolm the 
Baptist really was, when he confessed and denied not, ^'I 
am not the Christ^"' Li the following year, Jesus, who 
bad hitherto abode with his parents in oDscurity , presented 
himself to be baptized by John. The proj^het of the 
wilderness recognized him, and told his disciples, this 
is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the 
world." 

In this transaction, John appeared in the character of 
Elias, having been first announced by the prophet Isaiah 
as the voice of one crjring in the wilderness, prepare 
ye the way of Jehovah which are the exact word9 used 

tiie Son of Gk>d oamo unto me, and seeing him from afar, I aaid to 
the people, Behold the Lamb of Gtod which taketh awaj the sin of 
the world. And with ixxy hand I baptized him in the mer Jordan, 
and I beheld &e Holy Ghost desoending on him as it #ere a doTe, 
and I heard the voioe of God the Father saying, This is my beloYed 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. . And for this cause hath w sent ioae 
also unto you, that I may declare how that the only begotten Son 
of God is coming hither, that whosoever shall beHeve in him may 
be sayed, but whosoever beMeveth not shall be damned. Wherefore 
I warn you all, lhat ye wor^p when you see him, for now is your 
only time of repentanoe . for your bowing down to idols in the upper 
world of vanity, and for whatever else wherein you have sinned ; for 
from hencefortti this he impossible.** 

« John i., 6-9. ' Ibid. 20. 

' Isaiah zl., 3. " This Angel-Lord of the covenant," says the 
learned Paber, (Eight Diss., vol. ii., p. 7,) "is to be preceded by a mes- 
senger, who, like the harbinser of a great eastern prinoe, is to pre- 
pare the way before him, by levellinjGr each symbolical mountain, and 
by filling each symbolical valley. The person tiins exhibited under 
the aspect of a preparatory messenger, is, we are afterwards told, tti 
appearance of me prophet E^jah. For as the messenger is to pre- 
pare the way before Jehovah^ inasmuch as Jehovah is the spenker* 
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by St. Mark when describing the mission of John.* Thns 
Elijah the prophet re-appeared in the person of the son 
of Zecharias, according to the testimony of Jesus Christ ; 
and for a similar reason St. John the Evangelist was 
classed by the early Christians with Enoch, -because he 
and Elijah were the only two persons who had the good 



pains of death; and this idea was confirmed by what 
Christ said ta Peter respecting the other great parallel — 

If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee 
whence his disciples concluded that he also would not 
die. 

John was thus divinely commissioned iiiroagh the 
angel Gabriel, to go before Christ <'in the spirit and 
power of Elias not only to prepare his way, l>ut to 
remove every obstacle that might tend to impede his 
mission $ to reduce tiie highest of hills," and to exalt 
^< the lowest of valleys," that be xmght make straight 
the way of Jehovah;"^ . In like manner Elias is expected 
to re-appear, to clear the way before the second coming 
of Ohnst to judgment.^' r Hence it was that the Redeemer 
pronounced respecting John, that no greater man was 
ever bom ;"^^ and for this reason he performed the rite of 



vrith a vision of the Holy Trinity." And more than this, 
he parted with his life rather than forfeit his Integrity." 

who says, respeotmg himself^ hefore Mb, bo is Elijah to be similasiy 
manifested before the coming of the great and terriUe day of Jehovah. 
Now this mystic Elijah, in whom the Jews, adopting the wild specnla- 
tions of the Q-entiles respecting the metempsychosis, seem to have 
expected a literal re-appearance of the prophet, is, by our Lord him- 
self, expressly identified with John liie Baptist^ for John came in the 
spiiit and power, though not in the actual person of El^ah. But the 
office of the Baptist is declared to be that' of a precursor to Christ. 
And the offiOe of the figurative messenger Elijah, is ^miiaj^ly declared 
to be that of a precursor to the Angel-Lord of the covenant. Hence 
tiie identification of Elijah and the Baptist leads, of plain necessityt 
to the identification of the Angel-Lord and Christ." 

• Marie i., 3. • " John xxi., 23. " Luke i., 17. 

» John i., 23. « Mai. iv.. 5. 

" Maftt xi., 11, 14. w Mark i., 10. 

M Mark vi., 27. When. John the Baptist came, the Jews were 
not left to form vague speculations as to tiie nature of his character 
and office. His dress and his whole conduct pointed him OHt to bo 
the mysticsl Elijah ; and his industrious affectation of the wildeiness, 
St ihs very time (as we learn ftwn pagan testimonies) when all the 




heaven without taeting the 




favoured 
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The masonic theosrahists ^ t\ie last century thus 
explained the mission ot John the Baptist — " Eliasin the 
npirit of zeal is Jdhn the Baptist's antitype, figuring, as 
Old John the Baptist more eminently ana immediately, 
the Father's fiery zeal in the holy first principle; for 
Elias and John's administration was in the Father's pro- 
perty. The great confluence of all Judea to his baptism, 
shows the universality of the Father's applications, con- 
victions, and drawings. Thus the groans of penitent 
souls proceed from the Father's condemning convictions; 
whereof John the Baptist's ministry and himself is the 
representation."" And it is further remarkable, thgt 
Elias and John were alike girded with the masonic apron. 
Thus when the servantip of Ahaziah informed him that 
they had been reproved by a strange prophet for going to 
consult the' idolatrous oracle of Baalzebub in Ekron, he 
said unto them, What manner of man was he which 
came up to meet you, and told you these words?'^ And 

East expected that person whose appearance liad been foretold toward 
the close of the now rapidly^ Expiring seventy weeks, might well lead 
them to conclude that he wa& Ihe predicted harbinger of the Messiah. 
Bat whatever doubts thej mijght innocently entertain in the first in- 
stance, he himself out tfafom on fiom aU plea of misapprehending his 
pretensions. * // said he, ' am the voice of one crying m the tm4er- 
nes8^ Sfc. ; hut He that comets Avrtu me is vUghlter than I, Sfc.* 
Here n^ unequivocally tells them that he was himself the predict 
herald of that expected GreatrPrince, for whom he deemed himself 
unworthy to perform even the mpst menial offices ; just as the mysti- 
cal £lijah was to be no more than the precursor of the Messenger- 
Lord of the covenant, when he was about to come suddenly to his 
own temple. And now they at least oould not mistake his claim of 
character, whether they chose to allow it or not. They must have 

Eerceived that he gave himself out to be the forerunner of the 
[essiah." (Faber ut supra.) 

" Few things appear more conspicuously in tiie gospels than the 
expectation of the Jews that Elias was to come> among them, as the 
harbinger of the Messiah. This expeotatien was founded on the 
prophecy of Malachi; which, however, they misunderstood, as they 
did the prophecies concerning the Messian himself. Our Saviour 
explains sense in which Uiis foretold coming of Elias was to' be 
understood — ^that is of one who was not Elias personally, but who 
should come tn the spirit and power of Elias, or, who should be the 
antitype of Elia8> as the Messiah wa» of David. We are further 
told, that this was accomplished in John the Baptist, who in spirit 
and in power, and even in some personal circumstances resembled 
Elias, and who came to prepare the way of the Lord, as it had been 
predicted that Elias should come." (Kitto on Mark ix., 12.) 
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thej aoBwered him, He was an haur man, and girt wuk 
a girdle of leeuher about loins* And he iaid^ It is 
Elijah the Tish^ite."'* Thas also we find that John 
the Ba^tiati of whom Elijah was the prototype, was 
distinguished bj wearing a leathern girdle ab(M his 
loins.'' 

Again, the origin of the ei«mitic life was attributed 
equally to St. John and Elias ; and it will be remembered 
that St. John the Eyangelist was also an ascetic in Patmos. 
From hence sprang the custom of living in sodalities, and 
performing all the oii^ces of life under certain prescribed 
rules. . This might* contribute in some degree to lend a 
sanction to the appropriation of St. John as the head 
and patron of the Order of Freemasonry, because in its 
construction, it bears some resemblance to those institu- 
tions. Antony, the first Christian hermit, like St. John, 
penetrated into the deserts lying between the Nile and 
the Red Sea, and soon foUnd himself the leader or superior 
of a vast society of devotees, who lived according to the 
rules which Tie imposed. . The example was foUovred 
throughout all Christendom ; and the Carmelite monks 
still f^sknowledge Elijah, the prototype of St. John, as 
their patron and head. 

Another reason why St. John the Baptist might be 
considered as the patron of Masonry by our ancient 
Brethren, was because he performed, the rite of baptism 
on the Redeemer of mankind at the passage of the river 
Jordan, where the Israelites entered the promised land, 
and where Joshua set up twelve stones of remembrance, 
that the locality might not be forgotten. And Masonry 
being a science of light, St. John was pronounced by 
our Saviour to be " a burning and a shining Lioht f^^ 
whence probably originated the fires which were lighted 
up on the festival of the saint ;^ although it is not to be 

^ 2 Kiags i., 7, 8. « Mark i., 6. John v., 35. 

" Theie is a ooriouB passage on tlus subject wortii quoting, in the 
Homily De Festo Sancti Johannis Baptists In worshyp of Saynt 
Johan ihe people waked at home, and made three maner of fyres : 
one was olene oones, an)l noo woode, and that is oalled a Bone F jxe, 
aDother is clene woode and no bones, and that is called a Wode F jrey 
for people to sit and wake thereby ; the third is made of wode and 
bones, and it is oalled Saynt Johannys Fyre. The first fyre, as a 
great derk Johan Belletti telleth, he was in certayne oountrey, so in 
the oountrey there was aoo groate hete, the which oaund that dragons 
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denied that dmilar fires were kindled about midmi^ht at 
the very moment of the solstice, hy the most ancient 
nations ; it was a regions ceremony, and considered to 
dispel evil, and to promote the prosperity of states and 
empires. And this, probably, might be one reason why 
the St. Johns two days assigned to* them at the 
summer and winter solstices, being the commencement 
and completion of the ancient and modem year; for 
Gebelin says that the first of all years, and the most 
ancient that we know of, began in the month of June ; 
and, in like manner, St. John the Baptist drew the first 
line of the Gospel, and St. John the Evangelist lived to 
see it completely estc^lished and prosperous in the 
world, according to the prediction of his Divine Master.** 
And for this reason it was that th^ early Christians, at 
the instance of Gregory, Bishop of Neo-Cdesarea, in 
Pontus, instituted festivals in honour of these saints, aa 
a substitute for the solemnities used by the heathen at 
the two solstices. 

Hut, my Lord, there is still another reason why St. 
John the Baptist is said to have been considered the 
patron of Masonry^ which is drawn from the fact that in 
pasinng through the Essenes, by whom Freemasonry 

to go togyther, m'tokenynge that Johan dyed in breimyge lore and 
ohaitje to Crod qnd man, and they that dye in chartye shaU haTS 
part of all good pTajers, and they tnat do not, shall neyer be sayed. 
Then as. these dragons flewe in .th' ayre they, shed doun to lliat waiter 
froth of ither kynde, and so enyenyined the waters, and caused moche 
people for to take the3nr deth therby, and many dyyerse sykenesse. 
Wyse clerks knoweth well that dragons hate nothing more than tbo 
Btenohe df brennynge bones, and therefore they giSeryed aa many 
aa they mi^te fynde, and brent them; and so with the stencbe 
thereof they drove away the dragons, and so they were brouf ht out 
of fi^ete dv86€iseu The secpnde fyre was made of woode, for that 
wyT benne lyght, and wyll be seen farre. For it is the ohof of fyre 
to be seen rarre, and betokennynge that Saynt Johan was a lantern^ 
of light to the people. Also the people made biases of fyre for that 
they shulde be seeno farre, and specyally in the nyght, in token of 
St. Johan's having been seen from far in the spirit by Jeremiah; 
The third fyre of bones betokenneth Johan' s martyrdome, for hya 
bones here bent, and how ye shall here.** The hamiusf aooonnts ror 
this by telling us, that after John's disciples had buried his body, it 
lay till Julian, the Apostate Emperor, came that way, Aad caused 
them to be taken up aad burnt, and he caste the ashes in the wynde, 
bopynee that he should never ryse again to lyfe." 
* John zxi., 23. 
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was undoubtedly preserved, (and whether they were 
Jews, or ChristiaDs, or both, does not materially affect 
the argument,) it was governed bj^ this eminent indi- 
vidual, who was certainly a member of that body, as is 
evident from these considerations. His father and mother 
died during his minority, and he wy adopted by the 
Essenes, and lived in the wilderness. The Essenes did 
not go up to Jerusalem at the feasts ; and we >have no 
reasoQ te believe that John was ever there. His diet 
and manner of living were perfectly conformable to the 
rules of the Essenes. They lived in the country ; so did 
he. They dwelt near the river Jordan, and baptized 
their disciples. John did the same, and thus acquired 
the cognomen of the Baptist. The Essenes fed on dates 
and other fruit, and in many other, respects agreed with 
the character of John, as we find it in the gospels. And 
fiubh a celebrated character could not long be a member 
of that community without arriving at the chief dignity 
of the Order. 

It may be remarked, before I- finally conclude my 
observations on St. John the Baptist, that his festival 
was observed by other communities besides the Freema- 
sons. Stow, in his survey of London, tells us that, ^*on 
the vigil of St. John Baptist, every man's door was 
shadowed with green birch, lon^ fennel, St. John's wort, 
orpine, white lilies, and such like, garnished with gar^ 
lands of beautiful flowers, and also lamps of glass, with 
oil burning in them all night." He mso mentions the 
cuslom of lighting fires, which were sometimes called 
"the blessing fire."- The following curious account I 
extract from Lewis's Life of Bishop Pococke : — Whanne 
men of the cuntree uplond bringen into Londoun, on 
Mydsomer iEve, braunchis of trees from Bischopis Wode, 
and flouris fro the feld, and bi taken, tho to citessins of 
Londoun, for to therwith her houses gay, into remem* 
braunce of Seint Johan Baptist, and of this, that it was 
prophesied of him that many schulden ipie in his birthe." 

"John the Baptist was remarkable for his sincerity or 
love ef truth. It was this which prompted his seclusion 
in the wilderness from the period of early youth, and his 
entire Sevotion, until th6 close of his life, to his mission, 
casting utterly behind him and forsaking all the advan- 
tages and privileges of his pateiT.al and priestly rank. 
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Kothing greater has ever b^n or ever will be accom- 
plished by human efforts, unless commencc^d and prose- 
cuted in sincerity. Sincerity is in general the talisman 
of success. I define sincerity to be such a conviction of 
the . truth of a fact as causes an earnest belief in it, and 
an intense ibterest in it — so intense, that if apvthing is 
to be done in respect to it* the whole powers of the man 
are at once enlisted in the enterprise. It is the charac- 
teristic of the hero, wherever he has been or may be 
found. Beneath tbe guiding, inspiring, and life-giving 
energy of this characteristic, behold the Baptist drawing 
to his ministry in the desert, forth froto out of the luxu- 
rious cities of Judea, the proud, cold, and formal Phari- 
see, the infidel, philosophic, and sneering Sadducee ; and 
forth from Jerusalem and all Judea, and the region round' 
about Jordan, vast multitudes of people. Behold him 
with only the great fact of the cross erected for the 
redemption of man before his prophetic vision, in his 
raiment of camel's hair, and with^a leathern girdle about 
his loins, influencing the great assembly of the learned 
and unlearned, of the wise and the simple, of the old and 
the young, that gathered around him, with such elo- 
quence and power, that 'all were baptized of him in 
Jordan, confessing their sins.' Behold him, ' severe in 
youthful beauty,' rebuking the Pharisees and Sadducees 
who had come to his b&ptism as ' a generation of vipers,' 
admonishing them ' to brin^ forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance, and not to say within themselves, that we have 
Abraham for our father, but to regard the truth that the 
axe was laid unto the root of the tree, and that, therefore, 
every tree which did not bring forth good fruit should 
be hewn down and cast into the fire.' Behold him with 
the same truthful zeal urging the publicans ' to exact no 
more than that which was appointed them,' and charging 
the soldiers 'to do violence to*no man, neither to accuse 
any falsely, and to be content with their wages.' In the 
same all-absorbing love of the truth, behold him steadily 
repudiating the spiritual honour, amounting almost to 
deification, which the admiring and wonder-stricken 
multitude sought to confer on him ; and divertinff their 
attention from himself to Him whom he assured them 
•though coming after him, was preferred before him, 
whose shoe-latchet he was not worthy to unloose,' and 
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'whOi fl8 the <Lamb of Ood taking r^aj the sins of the 
world,* was the only trae object their religious wor- 
ship. Behold him at a later penoa, still the same stead- 
fkst and enthusiastic lover of truth, rebuking the illicit 
connection between Herod and Herodias, and by his 
martyrdom consecrating this bright and heroic trait of 
diaracter. The self-denial and love of truth of the Bap- 
tist, constitute in him, as in every other finished model, 
the basis of the superstructure of virtue, which all suo- 
eeeding generations admire.*'^ 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVER, D.D. 

Boopwiok Yiearage, Deo. 6, 1847. 

» Fiom a Maaooio Addregs delivered by the Hon. Brother Brad- 
ford* at South Bend, Indiana. 
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EBA30NS WHT ST. JOHN THE EVANGEUST IS ESTEEMED A 
PATEON OP MASONRY. 



\ 



** The whole machinery of the Apocftlypee, from befiiming to end, leenu to mt 

vory plainly to have b'een borrowed from the machinery of the ancient mysteries , 
and this, if wo consider the nature of the subject, was done with the very strictest 
attention to poetical decorum. St John himself is made to personate an aspirant 
about to be yiitiated ; and accordingly the images presented to his mind's eye 
closely resemble the pageants of the mysteries, both in their nature and in order 
of sncoession." — Fabkb. 
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Hy Lord, 

I FLATTER myself that tbe arguments contained in 
the preceding letters have satisfactorily proved that the 
name of St. John the Baptist' was connected 'with 
speculative Masonry at a very remote period ; and that 
a donbt was never entertained that the perallelism was 
inappropriate. • It is equally true that St. John the 
Evangelist was considered one of the patrons of Masonry 
by the universal consebt of our Brethren of the last 
century, and is so denominated in their authorized publi- 
cations.^ His pretensions to masonic honours were 
probably founded on the fact, that the machinery of the 
vast and important prophecies contained in the Apoca- 
lypse, bear a great resemblance to the plan of the third 
degree of Masonry before the introduction of the Royal 
Arch. And a masonic writer, under date a. d. 1737, 
speaks of the Hevelatito of St. John as " the process of 
spiritual Masonry."* This may appear a startling asser- 
tion to those who have never giten the subject a mo- 
mentary consideration. Your Lordship will understand, 
however, that I am speaking simply ' of the dramatic 
construction of the book, without the slightest reference 
to the interpretation of the prophecies. With this ex- 
planation in view, we will examine how far the eere- 
monies described in the Book of Revelation agree with 
those which are observed in speculative Masonry. 

.Tb^ th^n^.Wsd' ate' joresented with the representation 
4|f a candidate* fbr admission, knocking at a door,' and 

^ See Qolden RemaiDS, vol. i. > Ibid. yoL iv., Serm. 15. 
» Eev. iii., 20. 
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waiting patiently till he receives an answer. After some 
delay, he is invited to enter, by a voice from within 
saying, " Come up hither." Being thus introduced into 
the celestial lodge, he beholds a new and very imposing 
scene ; the chief object in which is a person splendidly 
arrayed, occupying a throne in the east, canopied by a 
prismatic arch. It is subsequently called, "a great 
white throne greats to show its extent from east to 
west, from north to south, from earth to heaven, and 
from the surface to the centre f and white, as an emblem 
of purity and innocence, justice and equity. 

When he looks round he beholds many other persons 
seated, and clothed in white raiment. The magnificent 
Temple where this glorious scene was displayed, was 
lighted by seven lamps, burning with great effulgence." 
This is an unequivocal representation of the camp of 
Israel, which was the great prototype of a Mason's 
Lodge. The G. A. 0. T. U. is seated on the throne, as 
Ezekiel has described him in the Tabernacle or Temple. 
Near to the tabernacle the priests and lievites were en- 
camped, and next to the throne were four-and-twenty 
elders sitting, answering to the princes of th^ four-and- 
twenty courses of the Jewish priests, clothed in white 
raiment, as emblems of their purity and sanctity ; and 
they had on their heads crowns of gold. 

The candidate is represented as turning to see who it 
was that spoke to him ; for he had said, I am Alpha 
and Omega, the first and tlxe last." And being turned, 
he saw seven golden candlesticks, and in the midst of 
them one like the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to his feet, and girt about with a golden girdle."^ 
Commentators are agreed that this was a representation 
of the seven branched candlestick of the Tabernacle and 
Temple, which was formerly used to illuminate our 
Lodges, but was transferred to the Boyal Arch about the 
middle of the last century. If this be correct, and the 
authorities for it ar^ unexceptionable, then it will be 
easy to imagine, that as each of these branches turned 
about on hinges, for the convenience of keeping in order, 
a person in the act of bringing them forward to trim 



* Ber. tt, 11. • Ibid, xx., 8. • IbW. iv., 1-5. 

^ Ibid, i., 11-13. 
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iheir wicks, would appear to a spectator to be strictly tn 
the middle among these lamps. It is probable, too, that 
this very situation is further implied, and expressed, in 
the following particulars: — ^*^He had in his right hand 
seven stars;'' t. e., his arm being extended to trim the 
wicks of the lampa^ in order to improve their splendour, 
they seemed b^ that operation to be brightened into so 
many stars, while, by their position, they appeared to be 
held in his right hand, thus put forth among them, and 
which they surrounded. 

Now light is the emblem of excellence, discerned, 
acknowledged, and admired by the toarld. A material 
lamp is an instrument formed to yield an artificial light,^ 
which being sustained b^ oil, the pabulum of light is 
really nothing but oil kindled into a flame. When a 
lamp is taken for the emblem of spiritual and intellectual 
excellence, Truth must be its oil ; which, in reality, is ^ 
nothing else than truth displayed, and showing itself to ^ 
the world. Accordingly the oil, whibh is the food of 
the symbolical lamp set before us in this part of the 
vision, is truth, divine, moral, religious, or saving truth. 
When the truth is received by any man, he has then the 
mystic oil in himself ; and when that oil is kindled into 
a flame, not only is he internally enlightened, but he 
conducts himself accordingly, and becomes truly wise 
and good.' 

The fraternity will be able.tb judge, without any 
furttier commentary, how far the above dignified repre- 
sentation of the opening ceremonies of the Apocalypse 
agrees with the preliminary rites of the Masonic Insti- 
tution. 

A sacred book is then produced, which is sealted with 
9ev€n seaU'9 every one of which must be broken before the 
secrets can be disclosed ; and St. John wept because no 
man was found worthy to open them, it being a* task 
reserved for the Gt. A. O- T. U. alone. He is then passed 
through a series of interesting ceremonies, attended bv 
his angel-guide, as the process of unsealing the book 
advances. Several symbols are displayed before him; 
amongst which he particularljr observed a bow^ a white horsey 
and a crotq^ as emblems of victory, triumph and royalty ;• 



• Rev. vi., 2. 
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and also a balanetf^ and a chamixy^ emblems of jortice 
and hospitality; and at length he is shown the repre- 
sentation of a blazing star, and three monsters, or assoi- 
sinSf who destroyed otU man out of every three^^ by inflict- 
ing a deadly wound in the forehead. The candidate, 
having been at length regenerated, is clothed in white,^^ 
and receives the sacred book, open, the seals bein^ all 
removed. This , book he U desured to swallow," or, in 
other words, to digest the contents as an attestation 
when the 0. B. is sealed upon the open volume. The 
uncontaminated twelve, figured by the twelve thousand 
of each of the twelve tribesr that bad received the divine. 
mark on their foreheads, are described as entering the 
Holy Temple in solemn procession, and presenting them- 
selves before the throne of the Grana Master, bearing 
sprigs of tke palm tree as tokens of their innocence.** 
Then follow the mourning of the witnesses,^'' the healing 
of the wounded forehead, and the raising of the dead.*' 

After thesp ceremonies had been solemnly performed, 
light is introduced ; the heavens are opened:*' the great 
red dragon, with his agents and emissaries, re{)resented 
by uncleui beasts like frogs, areexpelled by the influence 
of light. Wickedness being restrained, the reign of 
righteousness succeeds, and the administration of justice 
and j lodgment is given to the, ^ints of the Most High. 
And the martyrs and confessors of Jesus, not only those 
who were beheaded, or sufiered any kind of death under 
the heathen emperors, but also those who refused to 



This was a Pythagorean symbol, and was explained as an emblem 
of justice, equality, and mediocrity. " Justice,'* said they, "is tiie 
most perfect virtue, and without which all other virtues will profit 
nothing neither must we know it superficially only, but by theorems 
and scientific demonstration. This knowledge is the work of no art 
or ticienoe, but only of philosophy." (Iambi. Protrept., cap. ult.) 

" XQifit^ (Rev. vi.. 6.) ' This was also a Pythagorean symbol, and 
is explained by lan^blichus thus : — "As food ou^ht not to be measured 
by the choenix alone, but by corporiety and animality, so man ought 
not to lead bis life without being initiated into the mysteries of phi- 
losophy ; but applying himself thereto, he will learn how to take care 
of that which is the most divine, t. e., the soul, whose food is not 
measured by the choenix, but by contemplation and discipline." 

« Rev. ix., 18. « Ibid, xiii., 3. 

" Ibid, iii., 6 ; vL, 11. »* Ibid, x., la 

w Ibid. vii.. 9. " Ibid. xi. 

» Ibid. XX., 4. " Ibid, xix., 11. 
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comply '^th. the idolatrous worship of the beast and of 
his image, are raised from the deadj and have a prin- 
cipal share in the felicities of Chiist's kingdom upon 
earth.»» 

The regenerated candidate, having overcome, and by 
keeping his faith uncontaminated, and his fortitude un- 
shaKen by pi'obation, escapes the *« depths of Satan,"* 
and is presented with a Ufhite stancy in which a new name 
is written, that no man knoWeth saving he that receiveth 
it;^ which is no other than the sacred name which had 
been last but ncM toas found the destroyers are appre- 
hended, and subjected to condign punishment.^ The 
empire of Light in the New Jerusalem is established, 
and it requires neither the sun nor the moon to shine in 
it; for the glory of <?cd doth lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the* light thereof.** ' The proceedings are closed with 
the formula of admission and exclusion. I am Alpha 
and^ Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city; for witiiout are dogs 
(cowans, ^vt^ff^), and sorcerers^ and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever l6veth and 
maketh a lie."* 

The above theory may be imaginary ; but it cannot be 
denied that* its leading features bear a marked resem- 
blance to certain interesting ceremonies, of which, it is 
presumed, St. John was not ignorant. And it affords an 
indirect proof that the rites of speculative Masonry were 
not unknown in his day, and that he considered their 
preservation of stifficient importance to merit a place in 
these august and comprehensive prophecies. 

There is another reason assigned for the clainas of St« 

* Newtoii on tbe Apocalypse, chap. xx. ' 

These were the mysteries of- the Nlcelaitane, who ooDoealed their 
errors under deep abstniseness, and spoke of certain intelligences 
which created the world in opposition to God the Creator. They 
taught a profound knowledge of the nature of angels ; but these were 
communicated only in the recesses Of their midnight conclaves. They 
had also secret books written in a mysterious manner, whioh were 
called " the Depths of Satan." 

* Rev. ii., 17. " Compare Rev. xix., 12, with verse 1(J. 
^ Rev. XX. 3. » Ibid, xxi., 23. 

* Ibid, xxii., 13, 14, 15. 
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John the Evangelist to be received as Ihe patron of the 

Craft, derived from the assimilatioQ of me docisines 
which he taught to those of Freemaaonry^-HBBOTHBnLT 
I.OVE, being the great design of both. It was, indeed, 
peculiarly a Christian virtue* * Neither the Jewish nor ^ 
the . heathen laws inculcated this divine quality, by 
which Freemasonrv is particularly distinguished. The 



ceived. Thus it ^vas enacted Thou shalt give life for 
life, eve for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for 
stripe*"^ These laws, which are« extensively munciated 
in the Jewish code, appear to have had the eflfect of 
legalizing and tolerating revenge } for the Jews sought, 
on all occasions, to avenge themselves, as a procee£ng 
perfectly just and honourable ; beciiusci the doctrine of 
forgiveness of injuries was not inculcated in the Mosaic 
law. Heuce it was that Jesus Christ was so eloquent 
on the divine quality of brotherly love. " Ye have heard 
that it hath been s^d, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth ; but I say unto yo.u« that ye resist not evil; but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the . other also. For if ye love them only which 
love you, what reward have ye?"" Thus teaching th&a 
a benevolent doctrine, which' was so foreigp to their 
usual practice, that it constituted a principal reason why 
he was rejected by the Jews. 

Neither did the heathen possess any just notion of the 
duties spripging from brotherly love. In the Roman 
law of the twelve tables, it was provided, Si membrum 
ruperit, talio e«lL" And in practice, revenge was con- 
sidered one of the virtues ; and to forgive an injury, the 
height of pusillanimity* The precepts of heathen philo- 
sophy were addressed to the reason ; and however that 
might be convinced, the heart rem^^ned untouched. 
Hence the vilest of human passions prevailed ; blood was 
shed in torrents, under the plea of glory ; private ani- 
mosity was indulged, and coloured by the sacred name 
of justice ; and thousands of murders produced a hero, 
who was received with the loudest acclapiations by the 



former 




strict retaliation for injuries re- 



» Exod. jcxi., 23.24,25. 
» Matthew y., 38, 39, 46. 
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the people, ftnd honoured hj tiie state with a public 
triumph.^ 

St» John the Evangelist, in imitation of the doctrine 
of his divine Master, gave mankind a v^ry different view 
of the mutual obligations -which ought to subsist between 
man -and. man, under the Christian Scheme. Thus he 
said, Whosoever doeth not righteousness, is not of God ; 
neither^ he that loveth not his brother. For this is the 
xnessftge that ye have heard from the beginnin^j that ye 
should love one another. He that loveth not his brother 
ftbideth in death. Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us ; and we bught to 
li^ down our lives for the Brethren. But whoso hath 
this world's good^ and seeth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him V^^ And so thoroughly 

Des EtangB has used a very extraordinary method of proying the 
catholioUj of the Order. He haa absolutely pot Christian precepts 
into the moeths of heathen philoeophers. fie makes Pythagoras say. 
" Love your neighbours, suocour them, and ^^ardon their ofitooes 
and ascribes to Confacius the mazilu, '^oye your neighbour as your- 
self ; do unto others as you would have them do to you; foi^iye your 
enemies and pray for them**' (Lien des peuples.) 

*® 1 J<^ iii.. 10-17. ^ I know not how it is," sa3rs a talented 
American W. la., " but ney<er, during the mim'strations of the station 
I have been so long honoured with among yon, have I been called upon 
to give a charge to my Brethren in Masonry, without a liYely appreci- 
ation of the loyelinees of his character who was permitted to lean upon 
his Master's breacit; and, perhaps, to catch a double portion of the 
benignity of the Master's spiril. You all know to whom I allude, — 
Him of the Apocalypse-^the patrqn saint of our Order. While so- 
iouming amidst the magnificent scenery of the celestial city, and 
holding commune with the masterful beings who thronged its golden 
streets ; listening to the uninterrupted tide of adoration that Celled 
up around the rainbow throne, like the sound of * many waters,'—* 
there passed upon him the same infusion of spirit and heayenly 
nnctioii that animate the blessed intelHgenoes who swejA across the 
mystical panorama of his lofty yisiqn I and hence his sweet epistles 
breathe the sentiments, while they speak the dialect, of the ' Upper 
Sanctuary.' Surely no more enduring eulogy could be written for our 
Institution, than tile simple statement, that upon the burden of his 
every disoonrae there is pensonifled the embodiment, und poured out 
the yery soul of Masoniy. We emblazon his name, and record his 
actions, upon the proudest page of our associated tiistory, — ^we are 
accustomed to set apart a solemn festiyal to commemorate his anni- 
tarsary ; and we plant our altars and dedicate our lodge-rooms to the 
memory of the ' Holt St. Jobn.' We are all of us, therefore, most 
ImperatiTely bound to respect and reyere his opinions. Will you, then, 
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w«s he impressed with this truly masonic dogma, that he 
extended it to refreshment after labour; and Thomas 
Aquinas has recorded of him, that when some of his 
disciples, seeing him amuse himself with a childish game^ 
thought he was doing wrong, he bade one of them draw ? 
a bow to its utmost extent, and shoot away the arrow, 
and after that another, and another, askiag him if he 
could do so continually. He answered that he could 
not, because if the bow was continually bent, it would 
break. So," said he, would the mipd of man be 
broken if it should never have inteilnission from serious 
study ; si nunauam ab intentiane wa rdaaxjireturJ** And it 
is also told of him, that after his return from- Patmos, 
being upwards of ninety years of age, he became so 
infirm, that be could scarcely go to the assembly of the 
church without being carried by his disciples. Being 
now unable to make long discourses, his custom was to 
say, in all assemblies, to the people — My dear children, 
love one another.*' At length they grew weary of this 
coQcise exhortation, and when he was informed of it, his 
answer was — " This is what the Lord commands you ; 
and this, if you do it, is sumcient." 

Brotherly love is the true masonic chain, indefinitely 
extended, of which ev^ry individual Mason forms a link ; 
and it is {>ractically illustrated at the close of the E.A.P. 
song. It is a chain of indissoluble affection, cemented by 
St. J olm the Evangelist, who hence acquires an indefeas- 
ible right to have his name attached to the Institution ; 
and the practice of this virtue cannot fail to distiaguish 
us amongst those who are unacquainted with the beau- 
ties and requirements of qur moral and religious prin* 
ciples. 

permit me, in addition to what I hare so imperfectly bat aJ&ctionatety 
adyised, to invoke his honoured presence among you, and thus to catch, 
as it were, frcxn his own lips, his own most beautiful teachings ? And 
I WOUI4 to heaven, my companions, that the noble lessons were graren 
upon our gates and .upon our door-post8,-^that they were bound as a 
sign upon our hands, and as frontlets between our eyes ; and so to be 
twagfat diligently to our children for ever. Hear him, then : — * Brethren, 
I write no new commandment unto you, but. an old commandment, 
which ye have had from the bennning : — that ye love one another* He 
that loyeth his brother abideth in t£e ligkty but he ^t hateth his 
brother walketh in darkness. Gk>D is love; and he that dwelleth in 
loTe dwelleth in God, and Qod in him !> " (Moore's Mag^ yoL iy.) 
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Such was the teaching of St« John, and hence hia 
memory has been justly exalted by the fraternity ; for 
the language of Freemasonry embodies the same senti- 
ments as he taught his disciples, according to the uniform 
evidence of the writers of the last century. Thus a 
distinguished Mason said — Those who are possessed of 
this amiable, this godlike disposition, (brotnerly love,) 
are shocked at misery under every form. The healing 
accents that flow from the tongue, not only alleviate 
the pain of an unhappy sufferer, but make even adversity, 
in its most dismal state, look gay. When a brother is m 
want, every heart is prone to ache ; when he is hun^, 
we convey him food ; when be is naked, we clothe him ; 
and when he is in trouble, we willingly fly to his relief. 
Thus we evince the propriety of the title we assume, and 
demonstrate to Mie world that the word Bbothbb, among 
Masons, is not merely a name.'"^ 

I have the honour to remain^ 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVJSB, D.D 

Soopwiok Yiosnge, Deo. Id, 1847. 



PratoB, ed. 178L 
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THE PARALLELI8U EXPUAIMED. 



if reotarkable Uiat John the Baptist vroagfat no miraole, iherofbn ths 
anflioritj, and coniirmmg proof of his nfi'iBsioii, rested yery much upon tha 
•videnoes which were exhibited, not by himself, but hj the penon whose appear- 
aooe he professed to fbretel ; and undoubtedly the miracles of our Lord did, by 
a reflected operation, establish the preaching of John. For if a person in these 
day* should appear, not workmg any miracle himself, but declaring that another 
and greater person was soon to follow ; and if that other and greater person did 
accordingly soon follow, and show forth mighty daeds, the 'authority of the flnt 
person's mission would be ratified by the second persont works." — ^Palbt 



m 
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Mt LoftD, 

Thb reasons for the parallelism of the two St, Johns 
are stated in the ' record already quoted. These two 
eminent saints were early compiftnions — ^the one as master, 
the other as pupil. We have already seen that Sti John 
the Baptist was an Essenian Freemason; and it is as- 
serted on competent authority, that St. John the Evan- 
gelist, before tbe mission of Uhrist commenced, was hia 
disciple.^ Th'bre must, therefore, have existed between 
them ;no ordinary degree of friendship* As a proof of 
which, it is further said, that when the Baptist was 
desirous of a positive confirmation of his predictions 
respecting the identity of Jesus with the promised Mes- 
siah, for the purpose of silencing the doubts of his disci- 
ples, he deputed St. John the Evangelist, together with 
another disciple equally favoured^ to ascertain the fact, 
when the extraordinary interview took place which has 
been recoifded by St. Luke in- his Gospel,* the result of 
which wasy that the Evangelist immediately joined the 

Earty, and became the beloved disciple q{ Christ, as he 
imself has told us.' For it does not appear that Christ 
actually began his mission till about the time when the 
Baptist was imprisoned by Herod. Thus Dean Phdeaux 
says— "John the Baptist began the ministry of the Gos- 
pel in the fifteenth .year of Tiberius, and continued in it 
for three years and a half ; that is, he began it about the 
time of the paschal feast, and continued it till the feast 
of tabernacles in the fourth year aftirr. And 'then, John 
being cast into prison, Christ appeared -to take it on him 



■ See Bishop Per^j's Key to the New Testament. 

* Lake 18-28. > John i., 37. 
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in person, and personally carried it on three years and a 
half more. So that the whole term of Christ's ministry 
while he was here on earth, as executed first vicariously 
by John, his forerunner, aiid afterwards personally by 
himself, was exactly seven years ; and these seven years 
constituted the last of the seventy weeks in Daniel's 
prophecy."* 

They were equally distinguished bv the Redeemer of 
mankind; the one as "a burning; and a shining light;"* 
whence the Gnostics assumed that the Spirit of Light 
entered into John the Baptist, and therefore that John 
was in some respects to be preferred to Christ ; and the 
other was called the beloved disciple,"^ and ^< the di- 
vine."' Thus they formed the personification of Great- 

^ Prid. Con., part iL, book 9. Tke exact chroBology k aa Mows, 
according to Kitto : — 

John Baptist was born in the spring, , . . . b.c. 5 

Christ was bom in the autumn, * 5 

John the Baptist begins his ministxy, autmni^ a. d. 26 

; Christ baptised, autumn, 27 * 

John the Baptist imprisoned, 28 

Christ's ministry begins. 28 

John the Baptist beheaaed, . .' 29 

T)iat the birth of Christ is thus g^ven to the autumn of the year 5 
before Christ, is an apparent^ anomaly which may require a few words 
01 explanation. The era of the birth of Christ was not in use till a. d. 
532, in the time of Justinian, when , it was introduced byBionysius 
Eixiguus, a Scythian by birth, and a Roman abbot ; and which only 
began to prevail in the West about the time of Charles Martel and 
Pope Gregory II., a. d. 730. It has long been agreed bjr all chronolo- 
gers that- Dionysius made a mistake in placing the birth of Christ 
aome yearsi too late ; but the amount of the difference has been vari- 
ously estimated at two, three, £»ur, five, or even eight years. The 
most general conclusion is that which is adopted in our Bibles, and 
which places the birth of Christ four years before the common eni, or 
more probably a few months more, according to the conclusion of 
Hales^ which we have deemed it proper to adopt. The grounds of this 
conclusion are largely and ably stated in the Analysis, voL i., pp. 83- 
93. As to the day, — it appears that the. 25th gf December was not 
ised upon till the time of Constantine. in the fourth century, althon^ 
there was an early tradition in its favour. It is probable that it 
really took place about, or at, the feast of taberaactes (say the 
autumnal equinox) of 5 b. c, or at the passover (;say the Ternal 
equinox) of 4 b. c. The former is the opinion of Hales and othersi 
and the latter of Archbishop Usher and our Bibles. 

» John v., 35. • Ibid, xxi., 20. 

^ John is generally sumamed ^the divine," from the sublimity of 
hii knowledge, particularly in the beginning of hia gospeL He if 
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and <}oQDNB89« whioh were ever tbe qualities .that 
drew down- public respect a^d appl^u^ ; and aoaosgst 
h^athea natioosi as we learn frcHu Selden, constituted tixe 
attributes of the celestial deities, aoid el^ated deceased 
mortals to the same supernal dimity. For these reason8» 
the two Str Johns w^e likened to the pillar of Jir^ and 
cloyd whioh attended the Israelites in their escape from 
Egyp.tiaa bondage.. The former, because he preached 
tbe unqueachable Jire which, is the punishment of sin ; 
and the latter, because he inculcated the subdued virtue 
of brotherly love> the prtetice of which, like the opeera- 
tion of the clowi to the camp of Israel, when it moderated 
the heat of the sun in that parched climate, would senre 
to avert the ever-burning nre of hell. This pillar was 
a lig/u and a guide to the Israelites through tbe.wilder'^ 
ness of Sin, thai; they might attain the. promised land in 
safety; and the two St. Johns — one by announcing the 
Saviour, and the other by his benevolent doctrine»--^e 
a light and a ffuide to all mankind while toiling through 
the sinful wilderness of this world, that they may arrive 
at the heavenly Canaan, and rest fOr .ever from their 
labours. Besides, St. John the Evangelist was chosen to 
be a witness to Christ's transfiguration, and was actually 
enveloped in tbe cloud on that great occasion.' 

Again, as the columns of Solomon's porch, called Jachin 
and Bosiz, were typical of this cloudy atid fiery pillar, so 
tbe early Cbristians likened them to the two St. JohnSi 
which will appear in the estimation of our ancient Breth*^ 
ren to have made tbe parallelism cohiplete^ Boaz repre- 
sented strength, and Jachin to establish; and together 
they referred to the divine promise that God would 
establish his holy temple in strength. The former re- 
ferred to the sun, which r^oieeth as a giant to run its 
course f and the latter to the moon, because, like the 
pillar of a cloud, its light is mild and beautiful, being 
only a reflection of tbe sun's more powerful rays; and 
hence 4t was prophesied of Solomon,^* that his kingdom 
should remain in peace and righteousness so long as the 

painted with » cup, and a serpent iasuing out of it, in allusion to a 
story of poison given to him by some heretics, in a gla«0, the yenom 
of which he dispelled, under the form of a serpent, by making a fbign of 
the cross over it. 
' Matthew xrU^ ' Psalm zix., 5. Ibid, bodi^ 7. 
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moon endmieth." The promise to David inelndes botii. 

His seed shall endure lor ever ; and his seat is like as 
the tun before me. He shall stand fast for evermore as 
the moony and as the faithful witness iu heaven."" Hence, 
according to the testimony of larchi, Solomon said — ^''My 
kingdom beiug thus permanently established as the sun 
and moon, its duration shall be marked by the existence 
of these pillars, for they will remain firm and immove- 
able so long as my successors shall continue to do the 
will of God." 

In like manner the two St. Johns were esteemed pillars 
of Christianity; the one representing strength^ and the 
other a principal agent to establish the permanency of 
the Christian religion by inculoatin^^ brotherly love or 
charily, which 8t. Paul affirms to be its chief virtue, and 
of more value than all the rest.^^ By these instruments 
the Saviour of mankind established his religion in strength 
to endure for ever.'^ And at length, when the designs 
of Omnipotence are completed, the sun and the moon, 
by unmistakeable tokens, shall declare to the world that 
their glory is expiring.^ The sun will turn into darkness, 
and its light being thus withdrawn, the moon will be 
obscured;^* at which period St. John the Baptist; as a 
righteous man, will shme forth as the sun,'^ and appear 
in the clouds of heaven standing at the left hand of the 
Judge ; and the pure and holy doctrines of his illustrious 



saints and angels in the heavenly mansions of the blessed; 
where t^ere is no need of the sun, neither of the moon 
to shine in it, for th^ glory of God will lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof."^* • 

Such a series of concurrent testimonies which mark 
the belief and practice of a very high antiquity, ought 

From this appropriation the heathen custom of representing the 
•un and moon by obetiska or pillars, spoken of by TertuUian, (de 
Spect, c 8,) Casslodorufl, (lib. iii., ep. 51,) and others, (Ammian. 
Maroel., I. zvii.;) probably took' its rise, as weji as the ManidxBan 
custom wbrshippiug the sun as the receptacle of the divine viriut, 
and the moon because it contains the divine loisdom* (Augi^ torn. Ti«« 
Cont. Faust. Man., zx., 2.) 
» Psalm Izzxiz., 35, 36. 

»1 Cor. »ii. "1 Peter i.. 5. 

» Luke zzi., 25. Aoto ii., 20. 
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» Rey. zzi., 23. 
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not to be rejected on light and insufficient grounds, and 
particularly as the connection of both the St. Johns with 
Freemasonry was unquestionably aclmowledged by the 
reyived Grand Lodge from its very first establishment 
Tho preliminary grand festival was holden on the day of 
St. John the Baptist, a. n. 1717; and the subsequent 
festivals were celebrated sometimes on the one saint's 
day and sometimes on the other, in pursuance of one of 
the original laws of the Grand Lodge, agreed to in 1721, 
which provided that the Brethren of all the lodges in 
and about London and Westminster, shall meet at an 
annual communication in some convenient place, on St« 
John the Baptist's day, or else on St. John the Evan- 
gelist's day,^' as the Grand Lodge shall think fit, by a 
new regulation, having hitherto met on St. John the 
Baptist's day. But whether there shall be a feast for all 
the Brethren or not, yet the Grand Lodge must meet in 
some convenient place annually on St. John's day ; or if 
it be Sunday, then on the next day, in order to choose 
every year a new Grand Master, Deputy, and WattLens/* 
It is evident that the substitution of the St. Johns for 
Moses and Solomon, was an article of belief amount the 
first Masons who introduced the Craft into this island. 
The Kilwinniog system, which may be traced back to 
the twelfth century, is called St. John's Masonry;" and 
in the present laws of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, this 
principle is unreservedly maintained (although the annual 
installation uad feast is held on St. Andrew's day), in the 

E revision respecting nri^vate lodges,- where "all lodges 
oldin^ of the Grana Lodge of Scotland, are strictly 
prohibited and discharged from holdiujp; any other meet* 
mgs than those of the three orders oi Apprentice^ Fel- 
lowcraft, and Master Mason, denominated St. John's 
Masonby."* 

»» "Jfi ancient times," says Dr. Anderson (Const 1738, jj. 170), 
**ihe Mftster, Wardens, and Fellows, on SLJmn*8 day, met either m 
a monastery, or on the top of tiie hi^est 'hill near them, by peep of 
d«y« And haTin^^ there ohosen their new grand offioers, they de- 
scended, walking in due form, to the place of die feasts either a mon- 
astery or f the house of an eminent Mason, or some large house of 
entertainment, as they thought best tyled. In France these fbstivala 
axe celebrated on the same days, but they are called Fdtes Solstitiales ; 
bommage au G. A. I>. I'U.'* ' 

» Laws, ix., 1. 
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Our transatlantic Brethren acknowledge the orthodoxy 
of the . slime custom. Thus the Deputy Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of New York, in his address from 
the throne, June I, 1842, observes — "There is another 
deviation from ancient custom into which we have fallen 
of late years,' to which I desire to see the Grand Lod^e 
immediately return; it is the celebration of those masonic 
festivals, the 24th of June, and the 27th of December, 
which are observed by the 'fraternity throtighont the world. 
From the first organization of this Grand' Lodge, the 

iiractice of regulating the manner in which the annual 
(Bstivals should be observed, was strictly attended to at 



were required to meet and open on those days, up to the 
date when the present regulations of the Grand Lodge 
came into operation, June, 1832. In recommending a 
return to the ancient custom of our fathers, I would by 
no means become the advocate of expensive banquets, or 
public parades; but I would preserve in this body the 
right and power to regulate these festivals by keeping 
them in exercise. ' Social intercourse amongst the Brethren 
should be encouraged on all occasions, and none can be 
vMre appropriate than these, as is testified by the consent 
of the whole masonic world." And the Rev. Mason 
Harris, a very intelligent Brother, Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, says — "John the Baptist, 
the first' Christian Masony was commissioned to prepare 
fehe way of the Lord ; to smooth the way, and x^move 
the ob'structions to the introduction of his truth.'* 

We hate a decisive proof that the days of St. John 
were used for the festivals of Masonry, long before a 
Grand Lodge in London was ever thought of ; for it is 
recorded, that Queen Elizabeth sent an armed force to 
break up the annual Grand Lodge at York, which was 
always held on the day of St. John the Evangelist ; when S;Jir 
Thomas Sackville, the ,Grand Master, induced the officers 
to be initiated; and their report to the queen was 
so satisfactory, that she gave them no further disturb- 
ance. 

Bro. Peabody,. Grand Master of Massachusetts, thus 
speaks of this anniversary : — "The flight of time, whichi 
in its course, is rapidly wafting us all to th*e close of our 
mortal career, has brought us to tiie return of another 



the previous quarterly meetings. 
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annual re^t ; and we arci naw assembled to organize anew 
for future oper^tiQnB4 

''In oompl^nce with a custom adopted long ages ago, 
this organization is had on the anniveraaiy of St« John 
the £va.ngelist. Tradition informs us, that this mildest 
of men ; this preacher of love and gopd will to all maa« 
kind;^ this disciple whom Jesus' loyed — was an eminent 
patron of our Order. This we may well credit; for. the 
charity and good will, the brotherly kindness, relief and 
truth, which it is our chief uim to ijiculcate, formed 
almost the whole character of our patron saint. 

Tradition also informs us, that soon after his death, 
this anniversary was selected as the ap^Hnopriate day for 
the organization of the lodges,, in the hope that the 
influence . of his mild and gentle spirit would be upon 
them, and enter largely into their labours* No Mason 
on this day, without forgetting to whom it js dedicated, 
can oherish unkind and uncharitable feelings towards his 
Brother. Let us, then, in the mildness of the loring and 
beloved disciple, address ourselves to the work before 
ue-" 

Before I conclude this letter, I would direct the atten- 
tion of the fraternity to a remarkable picture at Bruges, 
in which these two great parallels are ^exhibited in 
connection with ^ach other, attended by some of the 
circumstances which have been noticed in the preceding 
pages. It is thus described by Lord Lindsay, in his 
Sketches of the History of Christian Art: — ^**The mar- 
riage of S. Catherine, painted in 1479, vnJl Mpg^r Ip^er 
in your memory. The Virgin and Child are seated 
on a rich throne, with 8. Barbara on one side and S. 
Catherine on the other, ekch on a seat of lower elevation ; 
the infant Saviour puts the ring on the finger of the latter; 
two little angels hover over the Virgin, supporting her 
crown, a third holds a book for her to read from, a fourth 
plays a small organ ; John the Baptist and John the Evan* 
geltst stand on either side of the throne; the composition of 
this group is as symmetrical ks in the old Italian paint- 
ings, although quite Flemish in character ; the heads of 
the two St. Johns are admirable ; the northern artists 

frenerally succeed in the Baptist, but fail in the Evauge- 
ist. Here, however, Memling has surpassed his brethren» 
though representing the beloved disciple as a man, not a 
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jroQth. Tl;ie drapery is very broken. The back ground 
18 a landscape, carried through the central compartment, 
and two wings ; and in this the history of the two saints 
is represeiited in diflferent small groups, beginning respec- 
tively from the central compartaient, and so working off 
to the opposite extremity, the principal subject of each 
Ustpry occupying the place of nonour in its respective 
compartment. The decollation of the Baptist is thus 
seen to the left to the right; the vision of 8t. John 
in Patmos ; the attitude of the latter is admirable ; the 
head that of matured age and beautiful ; he gazes upwards 
*«^ausin^ as he writes, feailess, but in soieiiin awe and 
deep feehnff, on the vision of Ood, the Fatiier and the 
Lambv the four beasts and the elders ; while beyond the 
sea, and along the receding coast of Asia Minor ; the four 
horses of tl\e Apocalypse; the burning mountain cast 
into the sea; the shipwrecks; the great hail; the cap- 
tains and mighty men hiding themselves in the clefts of 
the rock; the star opening the bottomless pit; and the 
gigantic angel standing on the sea and the land, and 
swearing that * there shall be time no longer.' are depicted 
in fearful succession.'^ 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord» 

Your Lordship^st obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLTVEB, X>. D. 



Soopwfok YiosRige, Deo. 16, 1847. 



LETTER Vn- 



ENQUIkT WHETHEB THE PATROXAGE OF MASONKT IK THE 
HAin>S OF THE CHBI8TIAN SAINTS, BE STRICTLY CONFOEMA- 
BliE WITH THE CONSTBUCTION AlfD CHABACTEB OF THE 
OBDEB. 



" Whereas in this oar time, the mindB of men are bo diTorse, that some think 
it a great matter of oonscienoe to depart feom a piece of (he least of their oera- 
monies, thej be so addicted to ttieir old customs r and again, on the other side, 
some be so new fanglod, that they woald innovate all things, and so despise the 
olil, that nothing can like them, but tKat is new ; it was thought expedient, not 
00 much to have respect how to please and satisfy either i>f these parties, as how 
to please Qod, and pro^t them both."— Book or CpMMOir PsATxa. Or Ckri* 

MOJIIXS. 

Seeing the law of Qod doth not prescribe all particular ceremonies which tfas 
Church of Christ may use, and in so groat variety of them as may be found oat, 
It is not possible that the law of nature and reason should direct all churches 
onto ih6 same things, each deliberating by itself what is most convenient The 
way to establish the same things indifferent throughout them all, must needs be 
the judgment of some judicial authority drawn into one only sentence, which 
aiay be a role for every particular church to follow." — ^Hookxx. 
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Mr Lord, 

It is nrged by those who advocate the propriety of 
expunging the two St. Johns from our lectures, that a 
departure from ancient custom in this respect is a matter 
of very little consequence. ' But I am persuaded that if 
they would take the trouble to consider the circumstance 
under all its bearings, they would undoubtedly find that 
• the conclusion to which thdy have arrived is altogether 
untenable, and that the practice has a direct tendency to 
cast a doubt over the identitv of the system, as well as 
its antiquity ; for it i^ an admitted axiom in legislation, 
that ^Hhings, of themselves indifferent^ do in some sort 
alter their natures^ when thty are either commanded or for^ 
hidden by a lawful magisiratej and as they may not be 
omitted at every man's pleasure contrary to law, when 
they be commanded, so neither may they be used when 
they are prohibited*'* Now the parallelism of the St. 
Johns was legally enjoined by the first Grand Lodge 
tinder the revised syiitem, and sanctioned by every Grand 
Lodge up to the present time ; for the united Grand 
Lod^e bias never yet, to my knowledge, expressed an 
opimon on the subject ; and, therefore, the original law 
remains in full force at the present day. 

Nor does it compromise the ujniversality of Masonry, 
as some are inclined to think, because the very reasou 
which our Brethren of the last century assigned for 
giving the patronage of Christian Masoniy to .the two 
St. Johns, proclaims, at the same time, its undoubted 
cosmopolite character, legitimately, open for the admis 
sion 01 Jews,^ Mahometans, and all othera who acknow . 

1 An admieoton was tacitlj mode to this fact, by a very cnnons 
ooinddenoe, recorded in Moore'a Magazine, (vol. iv.,) that in a 
G 
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ledge an Omnipresent Deity, and are **good men and 
true— men of honour and honesty — ^by whatever names, 
reliffions, or persuasions* they may be distinguished."* 
Ana for this very reason — ^^icolai, in his account of 
Gherman Rosicrucianism, asserted that the object of 
English Freemasonry was neliffious toleration." 

I have dispfayed m the preceding pages the evidences 
which appear to demonstrate that our Brethren of the 
last century, from the revival of the Grand Lodge in 
1717, considered the two St. Johns to be the leffitimate 
patrons and parallels of Christian Masonry. Before that 
period the records of o]ur Order are so scanty, and the 
testimony on all points so very defective, that nothing 
certain can be pronounced respectiii^ its rites or ceremo- 
nies, discipline or dbetrine, on any given subject beyond 
the naked outline. A few casual bints prove its continu- 
ed existence in all ages ; and this is almost all we have 
to rest our arguments upon. • Whether the names of the » 
St. Johns were used throughout all time from the veiy 
begjbaning of the Christian era, I will not venture posi- 
tively to assert. The Colnp Charter is decisive on this 
point, if it be authentic ; but as the fact is doubtful, no 
conclusive reasoning can be j^ounded upon it. 

It may be right, however, to express my own convic- 
tion that the custom is of great antiquity, although the 
proofs of its existence may appear meagre, owing to the 

masomo piooession at Oaldutta, in 1844, to celebrate St. John's day, 
an Oriental Jtw^ in Jtdl Hebraic cMtume^ carried th€ banner of SL 
John ^ Evangditt ; and othev Brethren of the ^same nation oon- 
ouired in its propriety hj waliLin^ in the procession. No true Mason 
will deny the propriety of admitting Jews, Mahometans, &e., to the 
pririleges of Masonry. In En^and, tins question has been folly set 
at rest in a<document issued by our Graaq Lodge in 1846, and for^ 
^wded to the Grand Lodge at Berlin. ''The Grand Lodge of 
TCngUnil, by the earliest history and tradition, has always declared 
ima obserred the universality of Freemasons, making no distinction 
or 'exclusion on the score of religious faith^a matter in which she 
never enquires, beyond the point in which all meti agree. It is for 
tUui reaa9n that she does not sanction or recognise meetings which in 
some places are holden — assemblies of particular religionist&t With 
these the Grand Lodge of England does not interfere ; but she striet- 
ly guards, by her laws and her practice, agftinst the introduction into 
her Lodges of any emblems or deoorations which are indioadTe of 
particular creeds, deeming them liable to be taken as oSejuAve d»- 
monstcationm at yarianoe with the trqe spirit of Freemasoory.** 
* Amdersont Const., ed. 1738. 
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dearth of masonic manuscripts; and no indications of it 
are found either in the manuscripts of the British Museum, 
in the ancient paper purporting to be in the hand* 
writmg of King Henry Vl., or in any other document 
that has come under my notice, of tne same or greater 
antiquity. If, however, it was, as I am firmly persuaded, 
a primitive practice amonffst the early Christian Masons, 
the deviatlpn in our modem lectures might easily be 
amended, should the Grand Lodge think proper to lend 
its sanction to the restoration of our ancient patrons to 
their primitive station in the Order. Those Brethren,'' 
says Bro. Maekey,? who contend for their dismissal from 
the stations which they now hold in our Lodges, on the 
ground that they were Christian saints, are th^ real inno- 
vators of our ancient universality, and the true advocates 
for a reli^ous test; while, on the contrary, we best show 
our adherence .to the principles of Masonry, when wa 
deny the right of any man, in approaching the discussion, 
to advance, either one way or the other, either as an 
argument for or an argument against them, the religious 
(relief of these long acknowledged patrons of our Order." 

There are other irregularities in the Order which form 
no part of the present enquiry, but they merit the atten- 
tion of the masonic authorities, because uniformity of 
practice is the essence of the Institution.^ I do not 
mean to infer that the introduction of the St. Johns is 
essential to the character of ancient Masonry, because I 
am not insensible to the fact, that such a construction 
might possibly compromise its universal ^plication to 
every age and nation of the world. But the same argu- 
ment will apply with much stronger effect to those great 
masonic worthies, Moses and Solomon. For while the 
former disposition points to^Christianity, which the Al- 
mighty has declared shall be the miversal religion of 
mankind, and ultiniately cover the whole earth, as the 

' Fxeemafiona' Mag., U. S., vol. iii 

^ The Qrand Master of Tennessee corrected the discrepancies of his 
XfOdges, a few years age, by the simple process of appointing tfarea 
Mp«rt Brethren to re.arrange, acoordm^ to the general rules and 
prmoiples of Masoprj, all the points which were suspected to be 
erroneous ; and after their corrections had receiyed the approbation 
of the Grand Lo<%e> the same Brethren were authorized to visit all 
the Lodges, and. enforce the use of the revised system, under oertain 
prescribed penalties. 
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waters oOTer the sea;^'^ tlie latter applies Masonry solely 
to Judaism, a temporarj religion which was exciusiTely 
eonfined to one solitary people, who occupied a very 
■mdQ though fruitful portion of the globe. If the patrons 
of Masonry, in its present state, be not the two St. 
Johns, they certainly cannot be Moses and Solomon; for 
the Cr^ is almost solely in the hands of the Christians, 
and the few Jewish or Turkish Lodges which may be in 
existence, bear no proportson to the aggregate amount. . 

Strictly speaking, under such an interfMretation, cosmo* 
political Masonry can have no general patron. It is to 
the Christian branch of it alone that these great parallels 
can be suitably applied. To this eflect it is declared in 
the Tery opeoing of the ancient Charges, as first printed 
hf Dr. Anderson, under the direction of the G-rand Lodge, 
that in ancient times the Christian Masons were charged 
to comply with ^ Christian usages of each country where 
they travelled or worked-;" and at that remote period we 
must look for the origin of the Johannite Masonry; for, 
as I have already observed, Templary had nothing to do 
with the appropriation. And it will not be too much to 
assume froib hence, that the two St. Johns were consi- 

* Isaiah a., d. " Itisa Bingolar and instracdye faot, that Ohxistiaiu* 
tjls du only rdigian suited to universal man. Or in other words, 
n<> other relieion, originating in the East, was ever such as oould be 
obserred tn£out alteration hj the inhabitants of the north. They 
have aU partictdar obseiranoes and requirements, which are inqiracti- 
cable or diflScult in din^ates very different from that in which thev 
oriannated. It is from tiiis cause, probably, that the direction which 
all ndse refigions have taken in their spread, has been the direction 
of latitude and not of longitude. Thus the religion* of Zoroaster 
and Mohammed, by requiring dail^ i^lutions, and other similar cere- 
monials, rendered thefr religion intolerable to the people of oold 
oountries. But what was narrowness of view in the heauiea legisla- 
tors, had a definite oliject in the law of Moses, in which there is much 
to confine Ihe religious system which it established, not only to a 
warm cUmate, but to the particular country of Palestine. The pos- 
session of a separate country, and of that country in paiticular. was 
•Bseatial to the system estal^shed by Moses. Hence, Ihe Hel^ws 
could nerer mng the song of Jehovah in any strange land ; an<) hence, 
since they had been a people without an altar or a priest, without a 
country or a state, their system has been altogether difierent to what 
the law intended. In fact, tb|b system of Moses has been extinct e^er 
since the seed of Abraham were driven from their inheritancot and 
was much modified even by their temporary expatriittion of seventj 
years.** (Kitto's Palestine, book ii., c. 5.) 
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dered the patroas of the Crafty for ages before the promi- 
nent Jewish types of Christ were made a legitimate part 
of the ordinary Lodge lectures. But whue we adopt 
these types as indications of a masonic origin, I do not 
see how we are to avoid the consequences, if we reject 
the* illustrious individual who was foretold by the last 
Jewish prophet, as the forerunner and messenger of the 
Messiah, and place Christian Masonry under ^he patroni^ 
of the lawgiver of a temporary Church, and the king of 
a people from whom the sceptre has departed, nev^ to 
return. 

An jenquiry will naturally arise whether these, and 
other open questions, are of sufficient importance to 
disturb the equanimity of the Order, and thereby au- 
thorize their settlement by the interference of the Grand 
Lodge* I think they are ; but even should it be said, 
that no evil is likely to result from the continuance of 
this loose and unsettled state of things, still it is deserv- 
ing of notice, and -redress also, if a remedy can be satis* 
factorily applied." And let it not be thought that some 
of the discrepancies which exist amongst us are trifling ; 
for the unhappy schism of the last century, which divided 

• An intelligent correspondent of the ** Freemasons' Quarterly Re- 
view," Tinder the sobriquet of Latomus, expresses the same opmion, 
SpeiJdng of the Royal Arch, he says that the three degrees tormina* 
tin^ in the Royal Arch, contain " mo9t of the science of Masonry 
which can be considered anthentic. But how few are there whose 
thne, inclination, or education, fits them to become perfectly ao- 
juahited even with the first degree ? 'Take, for instance, the leotnros 
m which is contained the history of the Order; for many reasons 
these are little known by the great maj<»dty of Master ' Masons ; bat 
a step farther, and without entering into what may not be written, 
It may be asked, whether there is not a lapse of nearly six hundred 
▼ears utterly unaccounted for ? The perfect Mason, who has ^ren 
his attention to the subject, is not ignorant of the eyents of this long 
period of SIX centuries; but the present system of conferring the 
degree alluded to, would make any unskilled Brother belieye that 
there was not a lapse of twenty years. Now here might, with muoh 
adyantage, be introduced two.8upDlemental and interme^te grades* 
by means of which the whole woula be rendered more perfect. These 
are the fifth and sixth of the rite Modeme ; they mi^t be giyen as 
parts of the preyious degree, or as passes to the succeeding one* and 
not as absolutely distinct grades. By thia means the twelvemonth 
would be far better spent than it tkow is ; for the intercalary grades 
should be giyen at an interval of four months ^om the two degrees 
they come betweeii, and from one another." (F. Q. R.t 1838*) 
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the English Craft for more than seventy years, was sus- 
pended on a difference less important than any of them — 
even on such an insignificant question, as whether a 
Brother should enter the Lodge with his right or leji foot 
foremost. 

The Lodges are exhorted to uniformity of practtee;^ 
but how IB uniformity to' be observed in the aosence of 
any authoritative enactment? The legitimate degrees 
ought to possess some certain standard, to which the 
Brethren may refer for information on any point which 
they* may consider to be surrounded with doubt and diffi- 
culty.* Such a plan, if it were practicable, would confer 
advantages on the Order which it does not now possess ; 
and, like the decree of Cyrus to the captive Jews, would 
be hailed by the Craft as a boon, which would at once 
benefit the Institution, and increase the popularity of the 
G-rand Lodge. 

I am far from thinking, my Lord, that these errors are 
incidental to . the system. They have crept in silently, 
and by slow and almost imperceptible degrees, and have 
acquired consistency bv time and inattention. Some of 
them did not exist lor half a century after the revival of 
Freemasonry, because the subjects which they embraced 
had ' not tiien been introduced into the Order. The 
illustrations of symbolical Masonry were very bald and 
meagre, until- Dunckerley, Hutchinson, Preston, and 
others, enriched it by their salutary labours ; and, conse- 
quently, it was not merely " caviare to the multitude,*' 
but a subject of ridicule to the higher ranks of society. 

^ " AH Lodges are particularly bound to observe the same usages 
and customs ; every deviation, therefore, from the established mode of 
working is highly improper, and cannot be justified or countenanced." 

g>nst of Private Lodges, 21.) His Royal Highness, the late 
rand Master, oppeafs to have extended a great latitude to this rule; 
for in his address to the Grand Lodge in Decfember, 1819, he said, 
that ^* 00 long as the Ma^er of any Lodge observed the landmarks of 
tiie Craft, he was at liberty to give the lectures in the language best 
suited to the character of 'the Lodse over which he presided." 
(Quarterly Communication, Dec, 1819.) 

* I conceive the Grand Lodge possesses full powers under the fol- 
lowing law: — "In the Grand Lodge resides the poWer of enacting 
laws and regulations for the government of the Craft, and of altering, 
repealing, and abrogating them', provided that they continue to ob- 
serve the ancient landmatks of the Order." (Const, of the Grand 
Lodge, 10.) 
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Caricatores and pasquinades were published ; tnock pro- 
eessions were got up ; and it was not only lampooned by 
the common people, but regarded with suspicion, if not 
contempt, by the learned. If it be considered how 
much tbe Institution has advanced in public opinioa 
during our more fortunate times, and how exempt it now 
is from open attacks or secret aspersions, surely it would 
be worth while to make it still more deserving of such 
general estimation, by endeavouring to remove those 
stumbling blocks which are a sourc^ of contention and 
dispute, of grief and pain, to many a worthy Brother. 

There is another consideiration which deserves notice. 
If the Grand Lodge, as the authorized and acknowledged 
head of a cosmopolitical' institution, tHat prides itself on 
the unchangeable nature of its ceremonies, should dis- 
cover amongst the subordinate lodges a broad and dis- 
tinctly marked deviation from time^onoured observance; 
it may not be necessary to enquire how the innovation 
originated, but it is absolutely essential, in my humble 
opinion, to the maintainance of its own dignity, as well 
as of the purity of the Institution, that the anomaly be 

?romptly rescinded, and the ancient practice restored. 
*his 18 the only way to prevent a disregard of landmarks 
consecrated by age, and immemorial observance^ in 
future ; ^nd to transmit the system to posterity pure and 
unsullied in its doctrines and discipline, as w^l as its 
landmarks and praclical ceremonies. 

Without dniformiiy the Order of Freemasonry would 
be worthless, and neither profit nor pleasure would be 
the mutual result. And this beautiful principle ou^ht 
not to be confined to a few inane signs and tokens, which 
constitute a mere conventional mode of communication, 
the advantages of which are shared by clubs and convi- 
vial meetings of very doubtful character; and even the 
lowest classes of society have their significant signals, 
and symbolical language, which are characteristic of 
their habits and mode of life ; but to extend to the higher 
and more noble walk of ritual observances, science, and 
morality. These are the points of greatest importance 
in Freemasonry, because it is by them, tempered and 
qualified as they ought to be, by judicious regulations 
emanating from the governing body, that the merits of 
the Craft will be estimated, and not by arrangements in 
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vrhich we may be rivalled by the Thugs of India, or the 
gypsies of our own country.* These constitute the great 
masonic sea, which the coaventional tokens <^ the Order 
are permitted to navigate at their pleasure, but whose 
shipwreck would scarcely be marked by a ripple on its 
glassy surface. Freemasonry would still remain the 
same beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory, 
and illustrated by symbols, if all its minor adjuncts were 
entirely swept away. 

I have the honour to remain, 
My Lord, 

Your LfOrdship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVER, D. D. 

Scopwiok VioacBge, Dec. 28, 1847. 

* W^t will tlM Free and Aooepted Maaon, irko prides himBelf on 
Uii peifeot knowledge of pur signs, tokens, and symbolical langaage^ 
wy tp the following extract from a dialogue in the Gjpsey laAguage, 
WlHch I have fonnd in a scarce book, called A Caueat n>r oonmum 
Cvrsetors, yvlgarely oaDed Uagabones, set forth hy Thos. Wannan, 
Esquier, M.D.LZVjj'^' : — ^ Bene lygbtmans to thy quarromes in what 
lipken hast thou upped hn this darkemanes ; whether in a lybbeg^ at 
in Uie strummel ?'* I couched a hogeshed in a skypper tnis darke- 
manes. I tbwre the stnunmel tryne Vpon thy nal>cher and toeman. 
I «aye by the Salomone I wyll lage it of wilii a gage of bene house 
then out ta my aose watch, ^ &o., 6co. Ohe« jam satis ! This beats 
the symboiical language of Masonry hollow \ Let us, then, look op 
^ something of a mgher character than signs, tokens, and passwords. 
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"How far any will be gaided by me, I hope I shall always know myself at 
well as to leave that to their own choice. As to the inutility of my enquiries 
and also the impartiality of thorn, here I confess myself to wish (as I think what 
I wish) they may be a good, not absolutely terminating upon myself, that tha 
reader will consider them with as unbiassed a freedom aa I hare written."— 
Shuckpord. 

Oh, for that day, wheneyer it shall beam, 

Which g^ves us back the ooat without a seam 1 

When from all quarters of this earth combined, 

One universal church shall knit mankind. 

To build their heavenly Salem then shall rise, 

With one consent, the great, the good, thd wise ; 

All sects united in a common band, 

Join faith with faith, and mingle hand with hand ; * 

Together lift the sacrifice of prayer, 

And the slain Lamb's eternal supper share." 

BSLIOIO Clxrici. 



(Si) 
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Mr Lord, 

I ENTREAT youT Lordstio toH)elieve that although I 
am not one of those bold and unquiet spirits, who would 
dictate to the Fraternity what they are to believe, and 
ft what they are to reject, yet I cannot be persuaded that 
I am infringinff on any- privilege, or violating any trust, 
by collecting facts, aod arranging them in a manner 
which may direct public opinion into a right channel. 
In my anxiety to purge the Order of everything which 
may tend to afford even an indirect sanction to the cavil- 
ler's objections, I have endeavoured to obviate every 
anomaly which may have the most remote influence in 
throwing discredit on its triumphant process. And 
nothing can afford me more sincere gratification than the 

E respect of removing any obstacle that may create a 
ostile feeling, or indi^ce a false view of the pre-eminent 
beauties of the system. I regard Freemasonry as a grand 
machine, in the hands of Omnipotence, for promoting 
the blessings of peace, harmony, and brotherly love 
amongst all orders and descriptions of men. And I 
grieve when I find any wayward theorist advanciiig 
positions subversive of its benignant principles, for the 
purpose of obstructing the onwird march of an institution 
•which promises to produce a beneficial change in the 
moral condition of man. 

We are all fallible ; nor will I go so far as to assert 
that Masonry is perfect ; for how can we expect perfec- 
tion in any scheme of social happiness whidi had been 
struck out by the sole instrumentality of imperfect 
human reason? And, however our glorious science may 
be regarded by those who envy its reputation, and are 
igno^-ant of its design and end, I must be pardoned if I 
consider it as a vehicle of human happiness ; and, conse- 
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quently, whatever may be its imperfections, entitled to 
the approbation of the philanthropist, even when taken 
on its negative merits as the dispenser of charities and 
benevolence to the worthy poor, and virtuous distressed 

The widow's .tear — tMrphan's oiy — 
All wants our ready hands supply. 

As far as power is given. 
The naked clothe — the prisoner free — 
These are thy works, sweet Masonry, 

Revealed to us from heaven. 
In choral numbers Masons join, 
To bless and praise the Light divine. 

In this concluding letter, I am desirous of drawing 
your Lordship's undivided attention to the force of the 
argument contained in the preceding divisions of the ' 
subject ; and I flatter myself it will display Freemasonry 
in a purer and more holy view than is contained in the 
circumscribed lodge lectures ^ which, if they had em- 
braced a series of extended disquisitions on all the points 
connected with the comprehensive system, would have 
been too unwieldy to occupy the attention of Brethren 
whose meetings are confined to two or three hours 
monthly. And this may be one reason why so man^ 
wild and visionary notions have been entertained at vari- 
ous times by those who have not had the advantage of 
initiation into the Order. 

To make the arguments in the preceding pages per- 
fectly intelligible, I shall take the liberty of troubling 
your Lordship with a brief recapitulation of the course 
which I have thought it necessary to pursue, in the 
illustration of a subject that is so far doubtful as to have 

E reduced some conflicting opinions in difibrent Grand 
lodges. While that of Scotland admits no other name 
for the blue degrees than "St. Johns' Masonry,*' and 
those of the United States defend the dedication of our 
lodges to these tvi^o worthy men, our own Grand Secre- 
tary, admitting the phrase of " St. Johns' Lodges** to be 
correct and orthodox, explains from 'his place in the 
Grand Lodge, that it is merely '^a technical term for our 
mode of working.**^ 

^ Qnarterl/ Communication, September, 1847. See the Eeport in 
FreemaaooB' Qoarteiij Beyiew, 1847. 
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I have lour been of opinion that if any brother* would 
take the trouole of disentangling this intricate web, and 
placing it fairly before the brethren, he ^oald be entitled 
to the thanks and gratitude of the Fraternity. And, at 
lengthf in despair of seeing the matter taken up compre- 
hensively, and feeling the gradual approach of tnat period 
when "the silver cord will be loosed, the golden bowl 
broken, the pitcher broken at the fountain, and the wheel 
at the cistern,"* I determined On devoting a leisure hour 
to the task myself, and the result is now before your 
Lordship and the public, who will determine how far I 
have been successful. 

There are many reasons for believing, my Lord, that 
the anomalies, how unimportant soever they may be, 
which at present exist in the Order, may be mainly attri- 
buted to the continentlil innovations of the last eentury. 
It is quite true, that tbey received no countenance from 
our own Grand Lodge ; but many English visitors to the 
foreign lodges, where they were practised, brought home 
trifling innovations, in doctrine and discipline, which 
had attracted their attention as improvements in the 
system, and privately ititro^uced them into their respec- 
tive lodges; and being thus practised continuously in 
conjunction with the pure system of symbolical Ma- 
sonry, in process of time have b^en received and consid- 
ered by junior Brethren, who had seen them in practice 
from their first initiation, as authentic parts of the. sys- 
tem; and thus novelties were extended to other lodges 
by Brethren who had not the most remote idea that they 
were propagating errors which might operate, at some 
distant period, to produce an absolute change in the 
landmarks, which the constitutions pronounce to be 
unalterable. 

That this was actually the case, both in the ancient 
and modem lodges, fiiere never existed a doubt in the 
mind of any intelligent Mason ; and it was the appre- 
hension that these anomalies would operate unfavourably 
for the continued purity and popularity of the Order, 
which induced our lamented Grand Master, his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex, to exert himself so strenu- 
ously to unite the two sects into one great society. 
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which; acting under a anffie Oilofd Lodge, and an uni- 
form code of laws, might be kept free flroiii error and 
impurity, and exempt from the innovations 6f those 
sanguine, but well-meaning Brethren, who, uoder the 
pretext of imBrovement, might attempt to in^odnca 
changes into the system w^^out the authority and sano 
tion of the Grand Lodge. . 

There are some who affect to believe that continental 
Masonry apd our symbolical system are synonymous; 
and arguing from these false premises, have revived an 
old hypothesis^ that Freemasonry, is an ofibhoot from the 
Rosicrucian systems of Paracelsus, ^nd other alchemical, 
worthies of the seventeenth otetury. The most recent 
attempt of the kind appears in an insulated chapter of a 
work just published, which is called ^^New curiosities of 
Literature, and Book of the Montlis. By George Soane, 
B. Am two vols.'' I hfive not seen the book, but the 
chapter in question was copied in the '/Morning Herald" 
of the 8th November last. The charge is stated in terms 
which I almost ashamed to qudle, on account of their 
indecency and vulgarity ; but ■ as I intend briefly to 
enquire into the truth of the theory it cannot be avoided. 
He says, then — " Belief upon any topic, no matter what 
it may be, appears to. have such charms for the mass of 
mankind, and to be altogether such a pleasant kind of 
indulgence, that a writer seldom gets thanks for attempt- 
ing to disturb an established creed. The reluctance of 
the old monks to exchange their blundering mumpsitMu 
for the corrector sumpsimtts^ has been often quoted in 
illustration of this disposition i abuse teas the only coin in 
which, they paid their monitors^ and betf^ than this I can 
hardly expect from the Freemasons^ for showing that they 
are either deceived or deceivers, and that, in fact, their 
society ^ang out of* decayed Rosiorucianismy Just as the beetle 
is engendered from n muck heap. Thp doctrine, howeiFer, 
is not new, it has been broached before, both here and 
upon .the <;ontinent, but always as if the writers were 
half afraid, lest, in pulling down the masonic temple, the 
rubbish might fall about their ^ars, and do them a mischief 
In consequence, there is not, as far as I know, anything 
like a full and clear exposition of this toide spread juggle^ 
and if a patient investigation of the subjeet may entitle me 
to say 80 much, my object is to supply that deficiency." 
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It will be here veen iSiat dr. Sowe has not been very 
choice of his iangaage, and, feeling that he deserves it, 
expresses his apprehension lest he riiould be abused; 
but so far as my brief notioe is concerned, he will find 
liimself disappointed ; for a Masons' lodge is not a schoel 
of abuse, as this worthy gentieman seems to predicate. 
The feelings with which he enters on the ungracious 
enquiry, inay be estimated by the epithets • which he 
applies to the subjeet of his vituperation; such as, rub- 
bish" — "wide spread j«ggle" — q^rang front a muck 
heap"— "trash** — "trpmpery legends," Ac, &c. ; and, 
after some praise of the alchemists (who, by the way, 
are the only persons yrith whom he appears to be on 
.gracious terms), after^ styling Zoroaster a Hindoo Brah- 
min, and a sly bit at the " well paid " clergy of the church 
of Ehiglandv he gives' it- as his serious opiuion, that " Free- 
masonry beloqgs not io our times ; it was the fiction of 
a credmons age, when, besides the vulgar religion or ^ 
popular mythology, the priests and philosophers had a 
■mret system of "their own, compelling the people, under 
severe penalties, to abide in ignorance, while they kept 
all the light they could c^lect to themselves. It was 
not jHUi h. to bt sure, but what it was they retained and 
^guarded with a barbaious and unrelenting jealousy. Such 
ha^ bet^n tiie case in all ages of which we have any record. 
The priests of Egypt had their hidden and undivulgible 
wisdom — an inner portion of their temple, to'which the 
multitude could never penetrate. The Jewish hierarchy 
had their cabala, that knowledge which, as they said, 
God had granted to them under a solemn command of 
secrecy, and denied to the rest of their fellow-Kjreatures. 
The Indian teachers, with Zoroaster at their head, had 
one code for the multitude, and another for the elect. 
The Greeks boasted of their Eleusinian mysteries. Even 
Pythagoras bound ]}L|foUowers to silence. But we repeat 
it, the day of mystiouim has gone by; and though it is 
only the first dawnlof real knowledge that is breaking 
upon us, yet, even in this early twilight, men for the 
most part can see too plainly to b^ the dupes of mch 
ahiurd preUnnans. The very attempt, however, to con- 
tinue them, is an efibrt to perpetuate ignorance and errors 
and upon this- principle, the sootier the Freemasons lay 
aside their aprons and talk like the rest of the world, 
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tbe better." And again — ^The Freemasons did, like the 
RosicruciauB, lay claims to great antiquity ; but while 
some of them modestly dated the origm of their Order 
from Adam, I could by no means trace it back fatrtur tkan 
the Jirtt half of the seventeenth century^ 

If, by Freemasonnr being the fiction of a crednlons 
age/' Mr. Soane retera to the dark period before the 
cominff of Christ, what becomes of his assertion, that 
'4t had no existeoce before the sef^nteenth oentary?" 
But if, on the contrary, as it is reasenable to presume, 
he alludes to the time when^^the fiction" was revived, 
and purged of its operative tendency, after passing through 
the hands of Inigo Jones, Archbishop Sheldon, Sir John 
DoDham, Sir Christopher Wren, Webb, Stone, and other 
celebrated architects, and our present Grand Lodge was 
established, viz., the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
he is then involved in the opposite dilemiqa of condemn- 
ina its operative character, and branding with the names 
01 "credulous" and "barbarous" an ase which pro- 
duced such a constellation of wise and learned men — 
Addison and Steele— Dryden and Pope^-^Johnson and 
Goldsmith, and their numerjms and talented cotempo- 
raries, that it was. styled by way of eminence, "<he 
Augustan age of England." . At this period it was pro- 
nounced by the authority of the Grana Lodge, that **the 
privUe^a of Masonry should no longer be restricted to operor 
tive Masonsy but extend to men of various professionsj-pro' 
vided they were regularly approved and initiated into the 
Order^ Yet in the face of this resolution, which stands 
prominently on the Grand Lodffo Books, as one of the 
first and most important acts aner its re^establishment, 
Mr. Soane is bold enough to assert, that "thb Frjsb- 

MASONS NEVER BELONGED TO THE WORDING GUILDS." 

In Mr. Soane's theory, my Lord, there are some diflS- 
culties which he would oblige Jbhe fraternity very much 
by clearing up. If the Freemasons never belonged to 
the working guilds, how is it to bei accounted for that 
Inigo Jones was appointed to the office of Grand Master 
of Masons in the above century, viz., 1603, and Sir Chris^ 
topher in 1686, neither of whom belonged to the associa- 
tion calling themselves J^osicrucians? This is a stum- 
bling blocks which he will not find it easy to remove. 
But we will ascend a little higher. ' How does it happen, 
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if Freemaaonqr was unknown before tke aeyenteeDtli 
century, that in 1566, Queen Elizabeth sent an armed 
force to YcntIl, for the purpose of breaking up the Grand 
Lodge 9md arreeting ite members ? And how does it 
happen, that, in 14^29^ lodges of Freemasons were holden 
under the patronage of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the Worshipful Master, the Wardens, fifteen Fellow- 
crafts, and three Entered Apprentices, are all especially 
named amonffst the members? 

It IB probwle that Mr. Soaue, instead of endeavouriDg 
to account for these anomalies which are calculated to 
ov^hrow his hypothesis, by patient investigation, will 
boldly cut the Gordian knot, by asserting that we have 
no evidence of the facts, and that, coQsequently, they are 
untrue. But I will tell him, my Lord, that they are not 
untrue; and that we have the n^ost incontrovertible evi- 
dence in the actual minutes of the lodges; which arf 
accessible to any enquirer who will be at the trouble of 
consulting the MS. register ai the Prior of Canterbury 
under the above date. 

It would be easy to multiply the difficulties which 
surround Mr. Soane's theory, but it is unnecessary ; and 
I shall only adduce one other example to show, that in 
the seventeenth century there were many Rosicrucians 
who were not Masons^ and many Masons who were 
unacquainted with the Rosicrucian cabala; whence it 
will follow that Masonry, at that period, was not con- 
sidered a brauch of thcRosy Cross. 

The most celebrated English Rosicrucian of the sevwi- 
teenth century was Dr. Fludd. He was, the preceptor 
of Ashmole, who was also deeply imbued with the same 
occult doctrines. But Fiudd oied in 1637, uMhdna having 
inidated hi$ pitpU into Mcutmryj. of which, indeed, he is 
believed to have been perfectly ignorant. Nine years 
after his death, Ashmole, as be himself informs us, was 
initiated in an existing lodge at Warrington, by the 
persons whom he particularly names, none whom wers 
itoneruciani. Now, if Freemasonry grew out of Rosicm^ 
cianism, as this author boldlv asserts, and was concocted 
to the very age when Fludd and Ashmole flourished, it 
seems equally strange and unaccountable that the former 
should have been ignorant of it, and the latter have found 
it necessary to seek initiation in a lodge which n^ght 
7 
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have been in existenoe balf a century or more, and none 
of its members were Rosiemcians* 

But the most remarkable circumstance in this enquiry 
is, that Ashmole himself, who was a profound antiquary, 
and acquainted with all the secrets of the Rosy Cross, 
atcrihes the origin of Masmry to a very dijfferent source. In 
his manuscripts in the Museum at Oxford, there are 
many Taluable collections relating to the history of 
Freemasons, as may be gathered from Utie lettm of Dr* 
Enipe, of Christ Chureh, to the publishers of Ashmole's 
life ; the following extracts from which will show the 
origin of Masonry, according to the opinion of Ash- 
mole >^ 

As to the ancient society of Freemasons, concerning 
whom you are desirous of knowing what may be known 
with certainty, I shall only tell you, that if our worthy 
Brother, E. Ashmole, Esq., bad executed his intended 
design, our Fraternity bad been as much obliged to him 
as the Brethren of the most noble order of the garter. 
I would not haye you surprised at this expression, or 
think it at all too assuming. The soyereigns of that 
order haye not disdained our fellowship, and there haye 
been iames when emperors were also Freemasons* What 
frdm Mr. Ashmole's collection I could gather was, that 
the report of oKr ^society taking rise from a bull granted 
by the Pope, in the reign of Henry VI., to^some Italian 
architects, to trsyel oyer all Europe to erect chapels, 
was ill founded. Such a bull there was, and those archir 
teds were Masons; but this bull, in the opinion of the 
leatned Mr. Ashmole, was confirmatiye only, and did not 
by any means create our fraSemity, or even establish tl tn this 
imgdom* But as io the time and manner of that estab- 
lis&nent, something I shall relate from the ,same colleo- 
tions. jS^ Albdn^ the protd-martyr^ ^tablished Masonry here, 
and from this time it flourished, more or less, according 
as the world went, down to the days of King Athelctane, 
who, for the sake of hid brother Edwin, granted the 
Masons a charter. Under our Norman princes they fre- 
quently receiyed extraordinary marks of royal fayowr."* 
^ Now, my Lord, I would simply ask, is it pofisihlD to 

^ The leader win find this accotknt continned in OliTer's edi^^oa of 
Pvesbm (Leonardos Beprint), pp. 132, 133, noU 
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belf eve that Elias Ashmole, the learned a&tiquary, the 
enlightened philosopher, and the true Christian, would 
have endeavoured so £u: to mislead posterity, as to have 
assigned an origin to Msaonry in this kingdom which he 
knew to be Mee; or to have prepulgated an error 
which would have for ever blasted his teputatien as m 
honest maul If Freemasonry was a seion of Rosioru- 
eianism, invented daring his own times, he miHtt have been 
aequakued with the fad* Is it, theu» reasonable to suppose, 
that knowing it to have been a fi^eation of the society 
of which he was a distinguished uiember, he would have 
falsified his knowledge, and. risked his credit for veracity, 
by tracing its existence to a different source, and a more 
remote period of time ? 

Mr. Soane adopted a course equally unwise and unpopu- 
lar, when he determined, tiius gratuitously, to at^k ^ 
harmless and inoffensive institution ; and,.for the purpose 
of embarrassing its charitable operations, plunged nimself 
into a mass of absurdity, .which the reviewer in the 
Morning Herald'* still pronounces to be ''the best part 
of the book, and theonly .attempt worth noticing through- 
out the whole two volumes ; " and he has totelly &iled 
in his object. As Bishop Watson said to Gibbon, in h||i 
celebrated "Apology for Christianity"— "A display of 
ingenuity or erudition upon such subjects is much dis^ 
placed ; since it excites alipost in every person aa un- 
avoidable suspicion of the purity of the source itself, 
fix>m which such polluted streams have been derived." 

This gentleman claims for himself the merit of origi- 
nslity (at least in this country), for he denominates hjm 
attempt, " A New Curiosity of Literature ; " not knowing, 
perhaps, that there is a much cleverer article, on the very 
same subject, in the '^London Magazine for 1824, by 
the English Opium Eater ^De Qmney), who Had been 
misled by the dreams of certain, visionaiy philosophers in 
Germany, that most superstitious of all toe countries of 
Europe, vix^, Buhle, Meiners, Gatterer, Dornden, Semler, 
and other mystics of the eighteenth century who endea- 
voured to keep themselves in countenance by holding up 
Freemasonry as a branch of their own cabala ; and their 
opinion was countenanced by the injudicious practices 
of Fustier, Peuvrct, Pyron* and other continental inno* 
vators, who actually introduced the Kosicrueiao fancies 
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kto their rMpeetive 'Systems of sublime Masonry. B«i 
the imBositioQ was soon detected, and they quietly saink 
into oblivion* 

I haye called your Lordship's attention to the snbject, 
without any design of again formally encountering an 
hypothesis whidi I hare already disposed of more than 
once in former publications. Indeed, in the present case, 
it ii unnecessary ; for Mr. Soane has proclaimed his igno- 
rance ci the sublime pnnciples of Masonry in the follow- 
ing words I feel not the least faesitatioa in saying, 
that the Freemasons have no secret beyond a few trunt- 
pery legmid$t and the attaching of certain reKgious and 
moral meanings to a set of emblems, principally borrowed 
from the mechanic art of the builder. I affirm, too, that 
all such symbols, with their interpretations, are of Bosi- 
cnician origin^ and that die Freemason^ never hdoi^ed to 
the mrking guild$9 their objects being totally difterent. 
The proofs are at hand. Let the reader exercise his own 
unbiassed judgment* upon them, taking nothing upon 
trust from either party, and I have little doubt of his 
coming to the eame conclusion. As, according to the 
theory that I wish to establish. Freemasonry ^ew out cf 
jfjasuructanimf it is essential that we should, m the first 
instance, thoroughly understand the origin and nature 
of the latter.'' 

He then entM on a long and ramblinjg account of the 
origin and progress of Eosicrucianism, extracted from 
the ^^Fama Fratemitatis'^ of John Valentine Andrea, 
with which I shall not trouble your Lordship, because 
no one, who knows anything about Freemasonry, would 
hafe attempted to identify the one with the other; and 
concludes with this brief view of their principles, which 
he would have his readers believe are the true principles 
of the masonic Order, — ^^'They respect all established 
governments, they are true Lutherans, and as to their 
philosophy it is nothing new, but such as it was received 
by Adam i^ter the fall; and practised both by Moses and 
Sotomon. They deprecate tbe general passion for gold- 
making, yet allow that they are possessed of the art, 
though they look upon it as a parergy, and one of the 
least of their many valuable secrets. They then point 
out the manner in which the aspirants for Rosierucian 
mysteries may communicate with thetn^ viz., by means 
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of pmted pamphlets; for thoiigli».at the present timet 
they Bay, we name neither ourselves nor oar places of 
meeting, yet in whatever language they writer full sorely 
will it come to our knowledge. Nor shall any one, who 
gives his name, fail either of a meetinff with some of us, or 
a written reply. This, too, we say for certain, whoevei 
means well and fairly by us, shall have the benefit of 
it both in soul and body. But he who is false of heart, 
or who is only looking after gold, he shall do no harm to 
us, but shall bring assured destruction D^n himself. 
As to our hpuse of the holy spirit, though thousands 
i^ay have seen it, yet shall it ever remain unvisited and 
undisturbed, and to the godless world a mystery." 

Now, if some of the Rosicrucians were Freemasons, 
and vice venat which we readily admit; it does not follow 
that the two institutions had anything in common. Our 
system was called St. John's Masonry fo^ the express 
purpose of distinguishing it frotn all other imitative insti- 
tutions, because it is purely a system of light and love, 
the avowed characteristics a£ these, two holy men. Suf^ 
fice it, then, to say, for the information of Mr. Soane, 
instead of the abuse which he seems to expect, and for 
his future guidance, if he should feel inclined to persist 
in his hypothesis, that$ as he i^pears to' have been misled 
by the fact, although a degree of sublime Masonry is 
actually called the Eose +, it has no reference whatever 
to his Kosicrucians, but was intended to synftbolise the 

Sreat atonement, the rose being an emblem of tl^ Re* 
eemer ; and the degree, in the ordar of H. R> D. M. was 
established by Robert Bruce after the battle Ban« 
noekbum, which was fought on St. John'a day in the 
year 1314. 

And here a question arises which I would recommend 
to the serious consideration of our opponents ; what is the 
object of these invidious attacks ? what do they want? 
To extinguish * Freemasonry, they say. And wherefore t 
Masonry doea not obstruct their views p she interferes 
with no other society, but pursues her accustomed walk 
of benevolence and charity quietly and unostentatiouslyi 
without courting either the praise or the censure of her 
CO temporaries. She cheers the heart of the disC'Onsohtte 
and forsaken widow ; she relieves and succours the worthy 
aged and distr^sed; she administers assistance to the 
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uafortnnate ; she feeds, and clothes, and educates both 
male and female orphans, and sends them forth into 
society to act their allotted part on the great theatre of 
the world ; and in all cases they have done it vrith equal 
credit and success* And why our opponents should be 
desirous of closing the sources of those extensive chari- 
ties which ar6 dispensed by the masonic society, it would 
puzale a sophister to explain. What advantage would 
accrue to them individually ? What would society gain 
by it^ that they take such pains to dissolve the bonds of 
love by which we are united together ? . And what would 
be their feelings as' Christians, if they posses^ the com- 
mon humanity of our species, were they to consider seri- 
ously that every line they write for the purpose of accele- 
rating such a consummatioti, ikiay prove a dagger to stab 
a destitute widow to the heart, by extinguishing the 
charities which contribute to her support, and thus with- 
holding the bread by which her life's, blood is sustained. 
Is the nineteenth century a titne for benevolence to be 
counteracted, or charity stifled in the bnd ? for the best 
feelings of the heart to be crushed, or sacrificed on the 
altar of an insane and stupid bigotry? Forbid it, every 
sacred principle of that divine virtue which is more 
acceptable to the Deicy. than all mysteries and knowledge, 
than prophecy or faith, or giving the body to be burned!* 
Ohe jam satis / I pi^s on to other matters. 

In my second letter I have endeavoured to obviate some 
of the objections which have' been urged in modem 
times^ against the appropriation ef the two St. Johns as 
patrons of Masonry. Aiid, as a preliminary step, I have 
established the fact, ttiat Masonry,* to be entitled to the 
favourable consideration of mankind, ought to be invari- 
ably the same yesterday, t<>-day, and for ever. It was 
intended by its founders to be a permanent institution, 
and was therefore established on cosmopolite principles, 
that, like our holy religion, it might be adapted to every 
change in the manners and custon^ of men, and to that 
universal sjrstem of religion which is ordained, at the 
period pointed out by divine prophecy, to cover the 
whole earth as the waters cover the sea- For this pur- 
pose a series of landmarks were appointed, as unerring 
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standards of the fi^th of the Institutioii, which flliould 
neither need nor sustain alteration. 

These landmarks, therefore, are ^des which can&ot 
mislead us. Like St. John the Baptist, they are burning 
and shining lights, which marshal us in our masonio 
course, and prevent us from deviating into the paths of 
insubordination and error. Were we to follow the false 
lights which were exhibited by Bahrdt, Weishaupt, Knig- 
^e, and their associates, we should be led astray, and bis 
induced to exchange divine Masonry for infidelity and 
rebellion. But the landmarks interpose their salutary 
inSuence to ppcvent such a falling away from the truth, 
and lead us by insensible steps to the haven of Christiaai 
peace, where wisdom presides, strength supports, and 
beauty adorns, and brotherly love is cemented by the 
practice of eyery moral and social virtue. 

Thus we .arrive at the conclusion, that Freemasonry ii 
an institution calculated for the observance of every 
nation and people in all ages of the world, however they 
may be distinguished by a dissimilarity of manners, cus- 
toms, education, or climate. 

The objections to the introduction of the two St. Johns 
into symbolical Masonry, have not been very confidently 
expressed; although there are doubts in the minds of 
many judicious and well-informed Brethren, whether such 
an appropriation be not sectarian, and consequently w 
infrfiction of the universality of the Order. But the 
patronage of Moses and Solomon is liable to a much more 
serious objection on the self-same priqciple, because the 
Jewish system of religion, as we have just seen, was only 
intended to be, a temporary dispensation, and restricted 
to a very narrow earner of the earth, while Christianity 
is pronounced in scripture to be universal, and the time 
is predicted when it shall he practised by all mankind, 
ana the whole globe be converted into, a great fold under 
one shepherd, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Thus the Eedeemer, having in view the universality of 
his religion^ said, — Other sheep I have which are not of 
this fold, them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice meaning, that His everlasting kingdom will be 
open to all mankind without exception, on the condition 
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of embraeing his nniverBal religion. The Jewish dispen* 
satioD was strictly exclusire, for it taught that the favoar 
of Ood was confined to their nation only ; and that all 
blessings and promises were to be enjoyed by theni alone. 
Christianity has no such selfish principle ; and when 
Christ used the above remarkable words, he concluded by 
saying, that ultimately there shall be only one fold 
and one shepherd ;" or, in other words, that all mankind 
should embrace his Gospel, and that all other systems of 
religion should be utterly abolished. 

From these considerations it will appear, that the 
assumption of Moses and Solomon as the patrons of 
Masonry iif the nineteenth century,^ savours more of sec- 
tarianism than that of the two St. Johns, who were the 
herald and evangelist of that universal religion which 
shall, in due time, prevail over the whole face of the 
earth. Besides, if it be true that such a choice of patrons 
has a sectarian bias (which I greatly doubt), its force is 
increased tenfold by the substitution of the t^^o Jewish 
worthies (for whose memory, as primitive patrons of the 
Order, no one can entertain a higher respect than myself), 
not only for the reasons just mentioned, but also becaujBe 
it would be subversive of an institution which is demo- 
cratic in its nature, and cosmopolite in its extent. Now 
it is clear, that neither the civil nor ecclesiastical polity 
under Moses or Solomon was either democratic or cosmo- 
political. In the former case Moses was the prime min- 
ister Under Jehovah the King of Israel ; and Solomon was 
monarch of the sam& people, and almost absolute. And 
the like reasoning will apply to the cosmopolitism of 
Freemasonry, which cannot, therefore, be correctly re- 
presented }^ those distinguished Masons. 

Having thus cleared the way by a disposal of the several 
theories which ingenious Brethren tiave brought to bear 
upon the subject, I have proceeded, in my third letter, to 
a consideration of the period when the names of these 
two saints and holy men were first introduced into the 
system of Freemasonry. In the course of this enquiry 
considerable difficulties have been encountered. Our 
ancient Brethren were so fastidious, that they guarded 
with especial care their masonic manuscripts, and ulti- 
mately destroyed them by fire, lest they should find their 
way into unauthorized hands ; and Dr. Anderson laments, 
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under date of 1679, that "many of the firatemity^a re« 
cords of this and former reigns wer4 lost in the next and 
at the revolution; and many of them were too hastily 
burned in our time, from a fear of making discoveries ; so 
that we have not so ample an account as could be wished 
of the Q-rand Lodge.''* And when he compiled his Book 
of Constitutions, by command of the Grand Lodge in 
1720, he adds : " the Freemasons had always a book in 
manuscript, called the Book of ConstitutioDs (of whiel^ 
they have several very aficient copies remaining)) con- 
taining not only their charges and regulations, but also 
the history of architecture from the beginning of time, in 
order to show the antiquity and excellence of the Craft ; 
but they had no Book of Constitutions in print, till his 
grace the present Duke of Montag;ae, when Grand Mas- 
ter, orderM me to peruse the old manuscripts, and digest 
the constitutions with a just chronology."'^ 

These were great discouragements in an undertaking 
like the present, and, therefore, I have been obliged to 
limit my enquiry to the documents which, were in exist* 
ence at that period, authenticated by the old manuscripts 
submitted to the inspection ef Anderson, Desaguliers, 
Oofton, Clare, and others, who wcire constituted his asso- 
ciates in drawing up a series of lectures for the use of the 
lodges. These were widely disseminated, and constitute 
an authentic digest of the pure and legitimate doctrines 
of Masonry, which it woula be idle to controvert. These 
lectures formed the basis of all succeeding ones; and 
throughout the whole series, the St. Johns are named as 
the. patrons of the Order, and the authorized sponsors of 
the Mason-lodge. They accompanied . all the warrants 
which wet-e sent to foreign parts ; and accordingly we find 
that at that early period, in every, country of Europe, 
where Masonry was planted under the authority of the 
Grand Lodge of England, the lodges were called by the 
name of St. John— 0«e c^ett U nom de fxnUes les logu.^ 

Your Lordship will have observed, that in a subsequent 
revision of the lectures, this prominent truth was fully 
exemplified, by a copious explanation of all the precedent 

* Anderson's Constitations, ed. 1738. 

^ Ibid. Introduction to the table of contents. 

• From the French Leetnrea, a. n. 1740U 
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steps by which the system had been distinguished from 
the earliest times ; as if our ancient Brethren had fore- 
seen a period when this ereat j>rinciple would be brought 
into question, ai^d were detennined to provide against any 
misapprehension, by a clear and unmistakeable enuncia- 
tion of the doctrine. And, accordingly, the two St. Johns 
were firmly incorporated into the Order, by constituting 
a part of the invocation— " So help me God,, and holy St. 
John." It thus became legitimately recognized by the 
Grand Lodge, and ought not to have been discontinued 
by the private lodges without an express injunction from 
the same authority. 

Far be it from me, my Lord, to impugn any measure 
which Dr. Hemming and his associates thought it right to 
adopt, when they remodelled the lectures in 1814, because 
it is impossible, at this period of time, to know the true 
grounds on which their conclusions were founded. But, 
^ there areytwo distinct o{>inions on the subject at the 
present day, both parties may feel gratified by having the 
evidences placed within their reach, and being spared the 
trouble of making the necessary researches in confirma- 
tion of their respective tbeories. 

In my fourth letter I have endeavoured to give an out- 
line of the reasons why St. John the ikptist was esteemed 
the patron of Masonry. It appears quite clear, from 
conclusive evidence, that he "^as a distinguished member, 
if not the Grand Master of the Essenian society, which 
was considered to be the conservator of Masonry, when, 
in common with the true religion, it was under a cloud, 
during its transition state "preceding the ^vent of Christ, 
when "men loved darkness rather th^n ligfu^ because 
their deeds were evil." At that period the Dayspring 
from on high was manifested to destroy the works <» 
darkness, and reveal to mankind the true design of the 
Most High in the creation of man. The Baptist was 
termed ''a burning and a shining light;" and the £van«* 
gelist bears witness that "the light shone in darkness, 
but the darkness comprehended it not.'^ St. J ohn, like the 
prophet Elijah, -whose light was enunciated by being 
translated to Heaven in a chariot of fire, was the fore- 
runner of Christ, who was destined to baptize with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire. He made the path of salvation 
straight, by levelling "the highest of hills,'' and exalting 
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* the lowest of vallies," that ^* all flesh migkt see ^ salvation 
f Godf^^ thus heralding and announcing the appearance 
i)f an universal religion, which should embrace the whole 
tinman species in one fold, under one shepherd, that there 
might, be, in future, tio distinction of birth, climate, 
country, or language ; but that all mankind, J^w, Greek, 
or barbarian, bond or free, who would consent to be 
initiated into the great mystery by the rite of baptism, 
might be included in the universal bond of brotherhood, 
and be received into that glorious institution of which 
the G. A. O. T. U. is the federal head, and admitted into 
that general. Grand Lodge,' where peace, order^ and har- 
mony eternally preside. 

Here, as in a Masons' lodge, all mysteries will be re- 
vealed, and the redeemed actually see that great and 
supernal Being in his native majesty. Darkness will no 
longer prevail, but a burning i^d a shining light will 
irradiate the soul, and miiie it understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge ; and, as John the Baptist predicted, 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God." It was iort 
this reason that St. John was considered the patron of 
Masonry, because he was the chief or leading member of 
a society which has ever been deemed the preserver of 
that pure institution, which had been handed down from 
ancient times as an. exclusive system of light and truth 
amidst the darkness of a benighted world, and was sob* 
sequently known and acknowledged under th» name of 
Masonry. 

One great characteristic of this noble Order is, that it 
is a system of Lot^n — brotherly, saintly, divine love ; a 
doctrine which was peculiarly set forth by St. John the 
Evangelist. He called it a new commandment; and it 
was, indeed, according to the opinions of our best divines,^® 
so much enlarged at this period as to its object, beyond 
what either the Jews or heathens understood it to be, 
extending to all mankind, and even to our greatest 
enemies ; so greatly advanced and heightened as to its de- 
gree, even to the laying down of our lives for one another ; 
so effectually taught, so mightily encouraged, so very 
much urged and insisted upon, that it may be very well 

•Luke iii., 5, C. ' 
*^See Miiiit'0 Bible, in a nolo imder John ziiL, 34. 



deemed a new e wumMdm ent; beesaae it was gaenSlj 
Delected in the praetioeaf mankind, and because it was, 
for the most part, omitted in the lessonsof mord teacheis 
d that age; bat the noveltj of it consisted more parti- 
eolarl J io this, that the discipletf were required to Ioto 
one another in the same degtee in which Christ loTed 
them. 

This doctrine was more folly displayed by this Evange- 
list than by any other apostle of Christ ; for which reason 
he might be considered, the patron of an order which is 
founded on the same dirine principle; and St. John, 
being the personal friend and companion of Christ, is 
properly the protector of a society, whose members pro- 
fess a pecaliar friendship for each other. The construc- 
tion 01 the Apocalypse has been mentioned as another 
evidence of the same fact. It appears to have been 
written during the severe persecution of Domitian, when 
the Christiana were obliged to hold their meetings in 
valleys, and caverns of the earth ; and secreted themselves 
from observation in crypts and inaccessible- places, that 
they might practice in security the rites of their church. 

During this persecution the Evangelist was banished 
to the island of Patmos, after having, as it is asserted 
b^ TertuUian, been plunged into a caldron of boilins 
oil, and escaped unhurt; and here, amidst solitude and 
the romantic scenery of unsophisticated Nature, he com- 
posed this celebrated mystery ; which, like the system of 
symbolical Masonry, he divided into ikrw periods or 
degrees, which were intended, in the opinion of Bishop 
Halifax, to represent in an uninterrupted train of sym- 
bols, a view of the constitution and fates of the Christian 
Church, through its several periods of propagation, cor- 
ruption, and amendment, from its beginning to its con- 
summation in glory; and gave the mechanism of the book 
a turn somewhat similar to that of Freemasonry in its 
most primitive and simple form. 

Like his great parallel, St. John the Evangelist appears 
to have belonged to Essenian society; and, probably, 
although we have no evidence of the ftict, succeeded him 
as its Grand Master. Their customs resembled, in a 

Seat degree, those which are attributed to the primitive 
asons. Now, if it could be proved that St. John the 
Evangelist was Grand Master of this secret society, there 
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would appear a great probablMty in the masonic tra- 
dition, that, during ^e decadence of the latter institution, 
the attention of the fratmiity should be drawn to him, 
on his return from Patmos to Ephesus, as their legitimitte 
patron and head. The former Grand 'Master, who drew 
the first line of the Gospel, having been put to death by 
Herod, and Uie Brethren destitute of a chief, nothing 
could be more natural than that they should fix on his 
namesake the Erangelist, who finished by his learning 
what the other began by his zeal," to succeed him in this 
important office. And if the Freemasons be identified 
with the Essenes, as appears to be the case by the con- 
eorrent testimony of many eminent masonic writers, it 
does not seem at all improbable that St* John, even in his 
old age, should be wiliin|^ to renew his connection with 
his former associates, and resume that office which he is 
supposed to have held before his banishment. 

It is an undeniable fact, that these two parallels were 
eompaired to the pillars of Solomon's porch ; and, conse- 
quently, to the pillar of a cloud and oi fire, which guided 
the Israelites in the wilderness ; for the latter were un- 
doubtedly symbolized by the Jachin and Boa^, or strength 
and stability of the old Temple, as the risible reddence 
and glonr of God on earth. A glimpse of this ^lory was 
vouchsafed to the Baptist during his interview with 
Christ HI the river Jordan ; and to the Evangelist at the 
transfiguration; and more clearly in the visions, which 
are so graphically described by lum in the Book of Reve- 
lation. These several displays of divine light do not 
unaptly symbolize the light of Masonry, which still 
shines m darkness, al&ough the darkness comprehendeth 
it not. 

I would here remind your Lordship, once more, that 
symbolical Masonry is specifically called by our Scottish 
Brethren St. John's Masonry ; and it is so plainly asserted 
in their Book of Constitutions, that there can be no mis- 
take about it. In like manner, the Grand Lodg^es in the 
United States have uniformly promulgated the doctrinis 
amongst the fratemitv* that the two St. Johns ate the 
legitimate patrons of blue Masonry. And it does not 
alter the state of the question, that they acknowledge 
them merely in the character of virtuous and good men* 
Such is the fsict And the authorities on which the 
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opinion is fomided, are piedsel j the suie tliose wUdi 
we adduce, viz., that they were oooaideved to be our 
patrons at the revival of Masonry in Eiq^laad, which is 
the grand point to which our pecnliar doctrines ajre to be 
referred, because it was at that period when the practice 
of Freemasonry was first pronounced to be ezdiisively 
speculative, and its dogmas, propounded by authority. 
And, to perpetuate the names and influence of these two 
worthy and faithful Brothers, it was also strictly enjoined 
that the grand festivals should be holden on St. John's 
day, in continuation of a custom which has existed from 
time immemorial, as appears from a copy- of the old 
Gothic Constitutions, which was produced at a grand 
festival on that day, in the year 1663, before Henry 
JermyUj Earl of St Albans, Grand Master. 

I am no svstem maker, my Lord, but am amdous for the 
discovery of truth. If my arguments be inconclusive, or 
my authorities untenable, let the inference be rejected. 
As Jerom saidrto his critics, so I si^y to the captious or 
doubting Brethren — <^Let them read it if they please; if 
not, let them cast it aside; for I do not obtrude my book 
on the fastidious ; but I dedicate it to the studious, if 
thpy think it worth their notice." Under any circam^ 
stances I shall not be disappointed. I have ciu:efully 
collected and. collated the eviaence, and placed them be- 
fore the fraternity for their consideration. However they 
may decide^my object is still attained; having, from the 
fii'st, had uotbinff in view but the purity and perfectiDU 
of the Order. I have devoted a life to its accomplish- 
ment; and once^ attained, 1 should joyfully repeat the 
password of a high deffre^ of sublime Masonry, and say, 

'*CoNSUMM4.TUM ESTT' 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's faithfiil 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVER, D. D. 



Soopwiok Yioaisge, Jsaoazj 14, 1848. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 



A NEW edition of this Work is now presented to the 
Masonic Pablic. It has been long called for, and its 
delay has been owing to other and more pressing avoca- 
tions. I hope, however, that its appearance in a new 
form will be acceptable to the Craft.. The additionsi 
which are principally in the form of Notes, will be found 
to contain much novel information, alike illustrative of 
the subject and of the present state of the Author's 
feelings on this important question. A great revolution 
has taken place in £he public mind on all the points 
connected with Freemasonry, since the first publication 
of this little Manual, which is decidedly favourable to 
the view here taken of the connection which subsists 
between Masonry aud Religion; and the addition of 
some high authorities will not diminish its value. My 
inquiries have been directed to one object — ^the discovery 
of truth ; and increasing years and experience, as well as 
a more extensive reading, have tended to strengthen my 
opinion that the conclusions are correct. I commit 
myself, therefore, once more to the judgment of my 
Brethren, assured of an impartial tribunal, and an indul- 
gent sentence. 

G.O. 

Scopunck VtcaragCf 
Nov., 1841. 
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PREFACE. 



WsETK a publication on a novel subject has issued 
from the press, the motives of the Author, and the 
question of expediency, are usually investigated with 
some degree of eagerness. I know^ not how far it may 
be considered necessary to state the numerous and com- 
plicated motives which have unitedly contributed to 
originate the following essay ; but I may, perhaps, be 
permitted to enumerate tkree reasons^ each amply suffi-* 
cient to decide the question of expediency, and to illus- 
trate my design in laying this work before the Public. 

And, first, we are informed that Freemasonry has 
been proscribed in some of the continental nations, as an 
Institution decidedly hostile to the interests of Chris- 
tianity ; ^nd that a bull of Pope Clement has denounced 
the harmless professors of a science, which inculcates the 
chief doctrines and morality of Christianity, and assumes, 
as an universal axiom, the broad tenet of unrestrained 
union and brotherly love. 

The second reason is derived from the general afiecta 
tion which seems to pen^ade the uninitiated, of believing 
that our Institution was established for the purpose of 
sensual conviviality ; and hence it is ranked merely on a 
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level with the societies of "Odd Fellows," "Ancient 
Druids," " Royal Foresters," &c. ; and that, therefore, 
our profes^ns of intellectual pursuits are altogether 
fallacious. 

My third reason is of a personal nature. At the 
conclusion of Chap. vi. of " The Antiquities of Freema- 
sonry," I offered some observations on the intimate and 
necessary connection which subsists between Masonry 
and Christianity. These remarks appear to have created 
9 sensation in the minds of certain Brethren, which I 
did not anticipate. I jdave received several admonitory 
letters, whose common object is to impugn this doctrinei 
which I consider the fairest gem that Masonry can boafit. 
As all my disquisitions were intended to establish tins 
alliance, I have, in the following pages, attempted to 
place the matter beyond the reacl^ of dispute or contra- 
diction ; and I flatter myself I h^ve satisfactorily proved 
that Freemasonry is not Only a vehicle of religion in 
general, but of Christianity in particular. 

To render this little work more generally acceptable, 
I have interwoven in its pages a considerable portion of 
our Lectures ; distinguishing the several degrees in which 
each portion is delivered in our Lodges; which will 
afford an unobjectionable answer to those cavillers who 
will not be persuaded that any salutary benefits are 
derivable from the practice of Freemasonry. 

It may be necessary to add, that I have here described 
our science as it is practised in a Lodge which was 
indebted to my exertions for its origin, and over which I 
presided during many years. If my information on the 
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tnbject mdOTrect, it proceeds not from a want of 
afieidoitj in the research, for I have i^estowed upon it 
SMich anxioag attention : and I may be allowed to ex- 
press my own conviction, that those who are penmaded 
of the non-existence of religion in. the science of Freema 
sonry, have not given the subject that mature considera- 
lion which its importance demands* ' For surely, it must 
be a question of some magnitude to the community at 
large, whether religion be the basis of an institution 
which comprehends every description of mankind : which 
is patronized by crowned heads, and diffuses itself through 
every rank and station ; and I think that a minute com 
parison between the spirit of religion and the spirit of 
Masonry, would be sufficient to convince any ingenuous 
mind of their indissoluble connection. The whole Jewish 
Eitual was but the perfection of Masonry, exhibited in 
types and emblems of spiritual things. The sublime 
mark or toTcen of Ezekiel,^ which was impressed on the 
foreheads of the Jewish Masons to preserve them amidst 
the threatened destruction, was,, doubtless, that signifi- 
cant emblem which we now call the masonic level. 
The most sublime ordinances of Christianity are sha- 
dowed in our Institution under types and illustrious 
symbols. In a word, the whole system of ancient 
religion, whether genuine or spurious, was little else 
than primitive Masonry under various modifications; 
and, consequently, it contained everything that wa 
conducive to human happiness both temporal and eter 
nal. For the sake of the Institution generally, and for 



^ Esek. ohap. iz., w. 4, 9» 
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the of ita memben in psrtioaliirt I thotild grieTe to 
be oonvioted of error ; becaoBO if religiim be disearded 
from the iUustrations of Freemaaoiuryy it can posBess ho 
ebanxw for a rational being. ObjectioDs may, perhaps, 
ariae, but none, I tnist, of sufficient weight to invalidate 
the theory. I conclude, however,' in the words of Tolly, 
^^r^dlere wu perksuiciOf cf, rtfeUi time tracundioj parad 
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CHAPTEB I. 

IIITB0SU0Y0R7 BSHARKS ; SHBWINa 9HB AB80X.VTB AND 
IMMI7TABLB CONNBCVION BBTWBBN FBBBMiJSOliBY AHD 
BBUOION. 

Bbforb we enter on tiik discuflsion, it will be proper 
to determine precisely what reliffion is, in the common 
and most correct acceptation or the word. According 
to Cicero, the ancients believed religion to be *^the study 
and practice of divine worship.'' The Christian differs 
from the heathen world in the interpretation of religira. 
Bishop Wilkins defines religU>h to be that general habit 
of reverence towards the fivine nature, 'thereby we are 
enabled and inclined to worship and serve God, after 
such a manner as we connive most agreeable to His 
divine will." And Dr. Watts says, that religion or 
virtue, in a large sense, includes Autg to God and ovr 
nei^hboury Keligion, then, is a system 6i 'practical duties, 
and thus stands opposed to theology, which is a system 
of speculative truths. The moral duties, which man com- 
mits to practice in this probationary 'state, with a view 
of ple&smg his Creator, are acts of pure religion, which 
produce a corresponding influence on the mind and man- 
nerSf and display his nature^ as superior to the rest of 
the creation. They show that man has a rational soul, 
and from his unrestrained freedom of will, by choosing 
evil or pursuing, good, his personal responsibility is 
demonstrated ; whence, at some distant period, he will 
be brought to an account for his actions, whether th^ 
be good or whether they be evil, and receive an equi- 
table recompense from the even hand of impartial jus- 
tice. 
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Freemasonry was revealed by God himself to the first 
0uui.^ But a wise and good being would reveal nothing 
but what had a tendency to encourage the practice of 
those precepts which were given to preserve the newly 
created man in the strict line of moral duty ; therefore 
Masonry must be closely iBterwoven with the-pr^tice of 
religion. Its operative p6rtion proceeded from tlie effects 
of human ingenuity stimulated by human necessity after 
the fall. It was merely^an application of its principles to 
the benefit of man, as far as was conducive to his comfort 
and convenience in t^is lif<p, without any reference to a 
future state. Hence originated the two great divisions 
of Masonry r.Oparative Masoniy ww of human institur- 
tioo; JSpecKilative iSsaonrj of divine.' 

Masonry, in the first ages of the world, was tiieiefore 
a system of pure religion ; and when men degenerated 
into idolatry, and in their migrations carried vrith them 
the principles of the Order, it was, in every nation, 
appUsd to the same purpose, more or less perverted, in 
proportion as the inhabitants adhered to, or swerved 

* This may appear a bold agsertion, bat I am persuaded it is ner^r- 
theless true. Plaoed in the garden of Eden, Adam would oertainly 
be made acquainted with the nature of his tenure, and taught, with 
the worship of his Maker, that simple science of morals whi^ is now 
termed Freemasonry. This constituted his chief emplojment in 
Paradise, and his only consolation atfter his unhappy Fall ; for Specu- 
litive Masonry is nouiing eke but the philosophy of mind and morals 
founded on the belief of a Grod, the Creator, Preseryer, and Bedeemer ; 
whiah instructs mankind in the sublimities of science ; inculcates a 
strict obseryance of the duiies of sOciaT hie ; inspires in the soul a 
VdneTatienfor the Author of its being, and incites to the pure wor- 
ship of the Great -Architect of the Uniyense. 

' It is for want of bearing in mind this distinction thftt so many 
enprs arise respecting the nature and tendency of Freemasonry, 
eyen in the minds of some otherwise, excellent Brothers. They 
entertain tiie opinion that until the beginning of the 18th oe(ntary» 
Freemasonry was ezolusiyely Operatiye; when in fact, 'Opemtive 
Masonry was hut an emanation of the Speculatiye branoh^ whose 
yitality it was that produced those sublime structures which are at 
once the ornament and triumph of science. It was the exercise of 
Speculatiye Masonry that raised the edifices conseorated to religion, 
whether true T>r false, to a standard which civil axohitecfeure could 
alone never baye attained. And henoe we find in aU nations, aa- 
oient as well as modem, that the structures erected in honour of the 
diyinity are always superb and lasting, while those appropriated to 
domestic or eyen military purposes, occupied a Very infenor atatioii 
in the works of art 



\ 



THB STAR IN TH9 EAST. ^ 
s 

firoin, the rites of true worship. In India, Egypt, and 
other nations, which very early became addicted to Po- 
lytheism, it branched out into pompous ceremonial 
observanees, shrouded in mystery atia withheld from 
the profane, but HtilL applied to the national religion, and 
the worship of those gods which had been erected into 
objects of adoratiOD, and placed on the- foundation which 
Jehovah himself had hdd. Nor is there a single instance 
on record, in which the mysterious institutions of any 
ancient nation in any part of the world, having the least 
resemblance to Freemasonry,' excluded religion from a 
share in their solemn pursuits.'** On the contrary, reli- 

S'on was the main object- of them All. Whettier the 
rphic or the Eleusinian, the Gothic or the Dionysian ; 
whether the rites of Mithras or Brahma, of PythBgoras 
or the Druids ; the Essenian or the Easidean ; all were 
instituted in honour of religioti, and all enforced the 
practice of those dutidfe which religion recommends.^ 
Shall we, then, be told that Masonry , the very origin and 
foundation of all these systems, has no connection with 
religion, and least of all witli Christianity, the perfection 
of religion? It is a &ct, which I shall endeavour to 
prove, that every creditable writer on the subject of 
Freemasonry has publicly avowed his conviction that 
the most intin;iate alliance subsists between the two 
sister institutions ; and has left behind him ample testi- 
monies to repel this novel and very extraordinary opinion ♦ 

> MtiatioD was so predominaift in the minds of the heatlfen, that 
they denominated the sacrament of ii^troddcti^n into Judaism and 
Christianity — ^Initiation. And thej charged the Christians with initi- 
their oonTerto, de csede infantis et sanguine {Min, FeL^ 'p, 90.) 
he priests were always the conservators of the Spurious Free- 
masonry ; and n6ne but that order were permitted to adyance to the 
superior degrees. This fact alon^ betfrs on the question, for it does 
not vitiate the principle to admit that ihey abused the power thus 
reposed in tbem, Human nature is frail; but if they had not pos- 
sessed the power, it could not have been perverted to the purposes 
of superstition^ 

* Tne spurious Freemasonry was instituted pure, as we are in- 
formed by. Plutareh, Livy, and many other ancient writers ; and the 
abominations bjr which it was afterwards defiled, wiore the result of 
innovations which successive ^nerations introduced. True religion 
sank before the triumph of this Rucoessful imposture, and it was the 
deterioration of the latter which brought on an oblivion of the true 
principles of divine worship. 

^ It is mncli to be lamented that the casuiMry of the pre^i day 




4 TVM IN TBJt QAST* 

Frewiasonry, as practised at tbe present daji oom 
memof ates particularly five great eventB in th^ history 
of the world, mch UffictU tf th Mwiah^ These are, th^ 
mien of Jacobs where be beheld the eelebrated ladder* 
reaching from earth to heaven ; lAe offering of baac npon 
Mount Uoriah, ^here it pleaaed the Lord to substitate a 
more agree«hble yictixn in his stead ; the n^imcuhdu de^ 
liDeranc^ Jrom Egjfpti$n bondage wder the conduct of 
Moses ; tke ejering ^ D(md on the thteshipg-fioor of 
Araunah the Jelmsite; and ti^e hyMimg Solmon'$ 
Tew^^ Now these , extraordinary events, which VLVm 
equivocally point to our Saviour Jesus Christ, are the 
principal historical events cexitained in our lectures.^ 
TbiEi coincidence could not have been accidental, and 
must, therefore, have been designed. It follows, tho^ 
that Masonry, was intended to perpetuate in the mind 
of man that most important fact, the salvation of hia 
soul through the sacrifice- of Christ.^ To acco^pliudi 
this design more perfectly, the most prominent types, 

should be used to seTor lite comleotioii between Freeraasoniy and 
Beligion. It arises out of the laistaken notion liiat Freenissonrf 
entertains the alnbilioa of superseding religion altogether ; which is 
as wide of the truth as the poles are asunder. Freemasonry super- 
sede religion ! Its most enthusiastic defenders never dreamt of such 
a result That which Christianity cannot effect, will in vain be at- 
tempted by Frewaaonrv. It is not in itself religion ; but the haad* 
maid and assistant to rengion. It is a system of morality, incoloated 
on scientific principles, and morality is not the groundwork, but the 
M^ph and frint or religi(Hi. Freemasonry reqommeads the piaotioe 
of mondi^ to its meml^rs, and illustrates tiie respeotiYe duties whiok 
they owe to God, their neighbour, and themselyes, and these dutLea 
oonsthnte an evidence of religi(ni which the Adversaries of Fi^ 
masonry can neither gainsay nor resist 

' In the lectures of FreemasoniT' there is no direct referenoe to 
Christianity ; b«t its types and symbols oleari^ point to a perfeot 
dispensation which should sapersede all the ancient systems of reli- 
gion and bring all mankind into one fold under one shepherd. 

* This was the first great fact incoiporated into Freemasonry; and 
it is still preserved in our highest degree. After the unhappy fall 
of our first parents from a state of innocence and nerfection, being 

banished nom the presence of their Creator, aaa impelled by the 
tfants and necessities of their station to constant toil and care, tlMy 
became. sensible of their heinous sin, and with true contrition of heart 
they implored forgiveness. But fervent prayer restored their peace 
of mind and healed their wounded couscienoe. This raised a gleam 
of hope, and under its genial operation, they pursued their daily task 
wiHi greater cheerfulness. With minds more calm, their toil aeemed 
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^ they arose, were incorporated by wise and pious 
brethren into the original syBtemj imtil it contained a 
perfect chain of evidence, which could neither be effaced 
nor misunderstood,, illustrative of this fact, so essentiid 
to the future welfare of mankind.^ 

I presume not to say that Masonry is .exclusively 
Christian, because many are daily initiated into its 
mysteries whose religious opinions are inimicid to Chri»- 
tianity ; I only contend, and shall endeavour to prove, 
that being a system of ethics, and inculcatiog the moral* 
itv every religion under the son, it is more particularly 
adapted to the Christian religion, because Christian ethics 
approach nearest to the standard of absolute perfection ; 
and because the genius of Masonry can assimilate with 
no other religion so completely as with Christianity 
The historical part -of its lectures bears aa tmdoubted 
reference to our jpure religion : and this coincidence is 
so remarkably striking, that it would almost convince an 
unprejudiced mind, that Mason^ was formed as an ex- 
clusive companion for Christianity. The strength of 
this testimony is increased by the nature ai^d tendency 
of its symbolical instructiony s>y the. peculiar cast <^ its 
morality, and by the very extraordinary nature of its all^ 
gorioal mechanim; extraordinary on any other principle 
than with a reference to Christianity. 

Masonry is confessedly a universal system, and teaches 



less aeyere ; and cheered hj the protfdse of a Sayionr who riiould 
bruise the Serpent's head, they clearly saw redemption drawing on." 
I anote no more of liiis passage. Enough is said to show its typioal 
reference to our holy rehgion. 

* This seems to be the uniform opinion of all the witten on Free- 
masonry. Hutchinson says, the true belieii^rs, in order to with- 
draw and distinguish themselves (ram the rest of mankind, especially 
the idolaters by whom they were surrounded, adopted rnhlems and 
mystic devices, together toitk certain distinguishing prinetples, whersby 
they should- be iStown to each other ; and also certify that they were 
servants of that God, in whose hands all creation existed. By tliese 
means they also protected themselves from persecution, and their 
failh from tibe ridicule of the incredulous vulgar.^' (Ed. 1775, 
p. 101.) 

^ The types are numerous and significant ; and xsan socrcely be 
mistaken by any candid enquirer who will take the trouble to ap^lr 
them. In like manner the spurious Freemasonrv is replete wiui 
typical alliisions to Christianity; ahhoilgh the initiated eith«r ooald 
not or would not understand them. 
2 
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the relative and social duties of inan on the broad and 
extensive basi|i of general philanthropy.^^ A Jew, a Ma- 
hometan, or a Pagan may attend our lodges without fear 
of hearing his peculiar doctrines or mode of &ith called 
in question, by a comparison With others which are 
repugnant to his creed, because a permanent and unal- 
terable landmark of Masonry is, the total absence and 
exclusion of religious or political controversy.^ Each of 
these professors practises a system of morality suited to 
the sanctions of nis own relijp^ion ; which, as it emanated 
from the primitive system of divine worship, bears some 
resemblance to it ; and consequently he can hear moral 
precepts inculcated, without imputing a designed refer- 
ence to any peculiar mode of fait^. But can it be 
concluded from these premises that Masonry contains no 
religion? 'The whole compass of the world's experience 
refits this bold^ and unqualified assertion. All our 

* ^ It is well known that there are three definitions of Masonrv, either 
of which is in itself sufficient to prove the fact whioh I am enaeayour- 
ing to illustrf^te. 1. A peculiar system of moralitpr, veiled in allegory, 
and illustrated by symbols. 2. The study of science, and the prac- 
tice of virtue. 3»' A science which includes all others, which teaches 
all human ai^d divine knowledge, and the moral duties which axe 
incumbent upon us as Masons and members of civil society. 

" In illustration of this principle, I copy a passage firom Bro. Ste- 
phen Jones's Reply to Le Franc's attack on Freemasonry. He 
remarks, " iM contemplation of the wisdom, goodness, and power of 
the Great Architect of the Universe, the Turk, (under one name), the 
Jew and Christian, (under another), can join in adoration ; aH agree- 
ing in the grand essential and universal principle of religion, the 
recognition and worship of a Deity* in whose hands ar^ the issues of 
life and death, though differing^n some more minute tenets peculiar 
to each ; and is it necessary that this admirable system of union for 
the ^st of purposes shoiud be destroyed by the introduction in a 
Christian Lodge of the doctrine of redemption, which must offend the 
Turk ; or of me holy name of the )iossi«^, which offends the preju- 
dices of the. Jew ; or in a Turkish Lodge of the name of Mahomet, 
whioh most offend both Jew and Christian, and thereby defeat the 
lihiyersality of an excellent institution ? No ! we are brethren. The 
Grodhead has taught us so to call each other — ^the innate principle 
persuades us that we are so. Shall, then, this temporary and happy 
accommodation of sentiment to good purposes, stamp us as deists? 
Very far from it ; when the Lodge is closed, each doparts uninfluenced 
by we other; the Jew to his synagogue, the Turk to his mosque, the 
Christian to his church ; as fufly impressed as ever with the rectitude 
of his faith." In fait, as I have already said, Freemasonry, though 
it strongly reoonunends the duties of religion to our practice, is not a 
peculiar system of religious faith. 
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charges, all our regnlatioiks, assufme, as a foundation whieh 
cannot be moved, a belief in the being of a Ood, and a 
fiitare state of rewards and punishments, and inculcate 
the necessity of ihoral purity, as a qualification for future 
happiness and this, according to our definitions, forms 
the sum and substance Of religion in its most umyersal 
acceptation. 

How can any brother considerately urge, that Masonry 
, contains no reference to religion, when the yery first step 
which a candidate makes in advancing to the floor of the 
Lodges is attended with an acknowledgment that he 
believes in an omnipresent Deity, and that he puts his 
trust in that great and omnipotent Being to vhield him 
from danger and to remove his apprehensions of evil? 
What is the ground of his solemn obligations? What is 
the sacred subject of the first chsLrge delivered to him 
immediately subsequent to bis initiation? Ileligion, if 
Watts' definition be correct. What can be the intended 
effect of our obligations, if they be not grounded on these 
fundamental truths ? The progress of masonic knowledge 
moves tftep by step on these universally received princi- 
pleSk The first lesson which Masonry teaches, is to 
persevere in ij[ie constant study of the Holy Bible as the 
sacred source of our faith, and containing the only certain 
information on a subject the most interesting to a respon- 
sible agent in this probationary state ; and the next is an 
admonition to practise the three great duties of morality, 
one of which is the duty to (fod. As its instructions 
proceed, we learn that our graundtvork is sanctified by 
tliQ efficacy of Three Religious Offerings, which are typical 
of the great sacrifice of atonement by Jesus Christ ; and 

^ The first ancient oharffe presQryed on our records, is an admoni- 
tion '^conoeming Gk>d and Religion," in the foDowing terms: 
Mason is obligedby his tenure to obey the moral law ;^ and if he rightlj 
understands the art, he will never be a stupid atheist^ nor an irreli- 
gious libertine. But though in ancient times, Masons were charged 
m every country to be of the religion of that country or nation, what- 
eTsr it was; yet it is now thought more expedient only to oblige them 
to that religion in which all men agree, leaving their particular opini- 
ons to themselves ; that is, to be ^od men and true, o rmen of honour 
and honesty, by whatever denommations or persuasions they may be 
distingaished ; whereby Masonry becomes the cehtre of union, and 
the means of oonciliating tnio friendship among persons, that must 
otherwise have remained (tt a \ crnetual distance/' 



8 



VHB STAR IN THB EAST. 



that our splendid canopy^ contains a LvTTBsof the most 
extensive reference, and the most comprehensive meaning. 
The dmttum in the Third Degree refers to the resurrec- 
tion from the dead; aad this is a clear admission of the 
reality of a future 9tate, becanse if there be no future 
state, there can be no resurrection. Our solemn dedica- 
tions and consecrations speak the same language, and 
they are irrefVagable evidences of the intimate connection 
which subsists between Masonry and religion. If we 

?roceed another step, the evidence becomes stronger, 
he Order of the fioyal Arch is founded exclusively on 
religion. The degree is purely religious, and includes 
little but what is connected with the love and worship 
of God, and the wise and genial regulations of Divine 
Providence for the benefit of man. The very tests are 
founded on the fall of Adam, and the consequent degra- 
dation of the human race, enforced by the salutary pro- 
mise of their future restoration through the intercession 
of a Mediator.^' If this be not religion, if this be not 
Christianity, what is it? 

The Military Degrees, though, indeed, they possess onhr 
a remote connection with Masonry,^* will, however, testify 

r 

^* l%e oanopy or oovering of a Lodge deaotes its extoot, for it 
penetrates to every part of what thp ancients called the Summnm 
CffiluBi ; and is commensurate with the presence of the Deity. It fills 
all space, extends through all extent; and points out, in common 
with the dimensions of the Lodge, the oniyersality of Masonry, and 
the unbounded influence of its excellent tvAbb and orders. See A 
Brief History of the Witham Lodge." 

^ It will be observed that the Creation and the Fall of Man from 
primitive innocence have not been introduced into the system of Free- 
masonry simply as matters of history, but to impress upon the mind 
a deep and lasting sense of the felicity of our great progenitors before 
they transgressea — the humiliation which their sin produced, and the 
consequent promise of a Saviour who should atone for their fsLults — 
b|ruise the' serpest which had tempted them to forsake the path of 
rectitude, and restore to mankind tne poPsibiKty of eternal happiness 
in another life. This is the Great Trutli on which Freemasonry is 
founded, and which places it foremost in rank amidst human instita- 
tions. 

How remote soever the connection may be, its existenee has been 
universally admitted. ''It would be needless labour,*' says Laurie, 
" to enter into atoy investigation, in order toprove that the Order of 
the Knights Templars was a branch of Freemasonry. This fact 
has been invariably acknowledged by Freemasons themselves ; and 
none have been more zealous to establish it than the enemies of the 
Order. The former have admitted the fact, not because it was oredi- 
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that it is very closely allied to- religion. The^ date tiieir 
origin from the Crusades, and have Christiamty for their 
basis and support. The whole system is exclusiyely 
Christian* Their banner was a Bbd Csoss, inscribed 
'*iN HOC stdNo viNGEs," which was considered a safe^guard 
and protection against all assailing dangers; for the cross 
was re^rded as a sacred symbol, which alone could convey 
safety vt their holy career. The tests and paraphernalia 
of these degrees bear the same exclusiye reference to 
Christianity. It is true they were grafted upon Masonry 
at the above period, and- consequently form no part of 
primitiye Lux : but still tiiey bear on the point in <me&* 
tion ; for every knight was necessarily a Masom, and no 
one was eligible for the dignity of the golden spur, but 
he who had been prepared by a previous initiation into 
the three degrees of Masonry. This is a strong collateral 
proof of the ancient alliance between Masonry and reli« 
gion; for these high*minded men, who had nothing in 
view but the extension of Christianity, evinced their 
reverence for Masonry, as a religious system^ by making 
it a sine qua nen with all who aspired to admission into 
their honourable body. Amidst the enthusiastic spirit 
and sacred feelings wiiich animated these champions of 
Christianity,^'' they would scarcely have shewn such a 
distinguished predilection for any. system founded cm a 
basis which excluded religion. 

The admission, on the part of certain mistaken brethren, 
who are surely unacquainted with the true natifre of our 
constitution, that the science we profess does not incul- 
cate the practice of religious duties, has given rise to an 
opinion amongst tlie uninitiated, very naturally resulting 
from the concession of a point of such vast importance, 

iable to them, but ber aii^e it was tnia; and ike latter have supported 
it. becauM, iyj the wd of a Htile js'jphietry, it might be employed to 
disgrace their oppoiie-nts." 

' ^' The i'Legant writer already quoted, says: — As tfaerf were ani*- 
mated by a sincere regard for the Catholic religion, and with a decided 
abhorrenoe for the infidel possessors of Judea, it was never suspected 
that they transacted any other business at their seeret meetiags, but 
that which concerned the regulation of their Order, the achraaoement 
of religion, and the extirpation of their enemies." Kor do I believe 
that oUier bosinesB was admitted. Indiiidual turpitude might eautt 
but I am persuaded the Order was pure, and free from the cnmes 
which were afterwards imputed to it. 
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that we are infidels, if not atheists, and consequently 
friends to revolution and disorder. I grant that infideli- 
ty and atheism are inseparably connected with anarchy 
and demoralization ; but it can by no means be kferred 
that we are atheists, except the proof be founded on 
stronger data than the fact of our being Masons, joined 
with the assumption that Masonry, contains no religion. 
It should be shewn by undeniable reasoning that we have 
literally renounced our allegiance to Q-od, that we incui- 
cate doctrines which tend to the subversion of religion, 
and that we are guilty of insubordination and contraipt 
of the laws which are ordained for the preservation of 
peace and order in society.^ 

But so far from encouraging insubordination, Masonry 
is a perfect system of obedience to superior governors 
lawfully constituted. And I am happy to be able to set 
the plea entirely at rest by a quotation from our statutes: 

The rulers and governors, supreme and subordinate, of 
the lodge, are to. be obeyed in their respective stations 
by all the brethren, according to the old charges and 
regulations, with all humility, reverence, love, and alac- 
rity."^^ Besides, though political discussions are pro- 
hibited in the lodge, our laws unequivocally inculcate 
loyalty as a primary masonic qualification. A Mason 
is a peaceable subject to the civil powers wherever he 
resides, and is never to be concerned in plots and con- 

" Thero is a clause in the first section of the E.A.P. lecture which 
1^ heen introduced for the purpose of illustrating the subordination 
necessary to secure the observance of strict, discipline in a society 
where the members meet on the leyeL They are expected to observe 
the mit^r of the spirit in the bond of p^aoe. But how oould this be 
effected if every Brother were to pnraie a couirse which appears right 
in his own eyes ? Confusion and disorder would be the undoubted 
fruits of such a practice. And this would lead to a speedy dissolu- 
tion of the Order. But snch is not, fortonately, the system of 
eqnafity which liasons practise and admire. The Mason attends his 
Lodge, not to do his own will and pleasure, which would fail to be 
piomabk to Idm, and might produce results which woufd rather be 
mfiuious. ^ He has in view something of a higher character than the 
mere gratification of curiosity or carnal desires. He aspires to the 
improvement of his i^d in the duties of religion and morality — the 
exercise of his intellectual faculties — ^the government of hie passLons 
»«tfae regpolalion of his discourse by a tonsue of good report — and, 
in % wora, to make due progress in the philosophy and aoieno« of 
Freemasonry. 

^ Ancient Charges, Sec. 4. 
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spiiracieB agamst the peace and welfare of the natioD ; 
nor to behave himself undutifully to the inferior ms^s* 
trates; for as Masonry has always been injured by war 
bloodshed, and confusion, so ^cient kings and princei 
have been much disposed to encourage the craftsmen 
because of their peaceableness and loyalty; whereby they 
practically answered the cavils of their adversaries, and 
promoted the honour of the fraternity, whichever flourish- 
ed in times of peace."^ 

What were the feelings of our best and wisest brethren 
when this unfounded aeeusation was first publicly urged? 
Each worthy Brother took up his pen in defence of an 
Order he revered, eager to repel a charge involving our 
reputation as individuals, and our dearest interests as a 
public b^dy. One says that the society of Freemasons 
model their ceremonies upon this foundation, that there 
is but one God, who must be worshipped in spirit and in 
truth."^ Another says that " Freemasonry is an Order 
whose institutions arise on the most solenm and sacred 
principles of religion." The knowledge of thQ God of 
Mature forms the Jirst estate of our profession; the 
worship of the Deity, under the Jewish law, is described 
in the second, step of Maisonry ; and the Christian dispen- 
sation is distinguished in the last and highest orden"^ 

Another respectable writer on Masonry is still more 
explicit. He sajrs, "The royal Order of Masonry, how- 
ever secret from its most early foundation to the present 
moment, has nothing belonging to it, but what is so far 
from giving birth or growth tp the commission of any- 
thing inconsistent with the strictest parts .of our holy 
religion, whether it respects ouV duty to God or man, 
that every part of it, if duly followed, has a direct ten- 
dency to enforce and to encourage the performance Of 
every one of its most holy precepts:" and, ^'Theprecefj^ 
of' the Gospel are universally the principles of MasonryJ*^^ 
But in the ensuing chapter I shall bring forward 
abundant proofs, from the most celebrated writers on 
Masonry, tnat this science has in all ages been considered 

*° Ancient Chvgee, Seo. 2. ^ 

Laurie's Hist, of MasoniT'. 

Hutchinson's Spirit of Masonry. 
" Inwood's Sermons on Masonry. 
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to ha^e religion for its basis and support. Those brethren 
who contend that religion is excluded from Masonry, are 
admitting for truth a disgraceful imputation, which was 
founded on the mere gratuitous assertioDB of strangers to 
our institution, and who consequently could not ]^ com- 
petent judges of the allegatious boldly and inconside* 
rately urgcfd, and which they were altogether unable to 
proye* 

We need only enquire what a system of secrecy, 
founded on the plan of Masonry, but excluding religion, 
may effect, to be conyinced that eur science, as practised 



■traint on those who set at defiance all human laws, if 
that be also rejected, and an atheistical creed be substi- 
tuted in its room-^if men can so far succeed in promoir 
ing their own infatuation, as to absolve themselves from 
all apprehensions of retributiye justice in a future state, 
the^ are prepared for the commission of any crime to 
which they may be stimulated by the operation of their 
own passions, or by th^ artful duplicity of designing men, 
who nave purposes to fulfil whi^h require the expulsion 
of religion from the heart before they are capable of eur- 
g^aging in conspiracies preliminary to murder and spolii^ 
tion. The deep-laid plots of Professor Weishaupt, are a 
striking illustration of the ends to which a secret society 
ma^ be made subservient, if divested of its connection 
with religion. The system of which he was the inventor 
held out to the worW a promise of superior light and 
knowledge; enlisted unsuspecting Christians under its 
baonen, by the plausible and delusive theories of eman- 
cipating mankind from the shaekles of slavish prejudice, 
of diffusing human science, and fixing the mind firmly in 
the pursuit of virtue; and like the serpent at the ebr of 

^ It 18 now nearly twenty years since the present work was written ; 
tO^ my convictions on this point hare acquired additiontl strength by 
tiaM, iittd a more extended and deliberate consideration of the en- 
dences on which our institution is founded. And if further proof were 
necessary, it is furnished in the present flourishing state of the Order. 
Our noble and learned brethren hsye extended to it their patronage 
from a firm conviction of its powe^ over the morals of the community 
and its influence in the amelioration of the mind and manners. Vide 
Hist -of Freemasonry 1829 tal84]. 
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Eve, led them on by imperceptible degrees, first to donbt, 
then to cavil, and afterwards to reject; the succeeding 
degrees of error making them still riper for guilt; and 
when the demon found his victims prepared for the re* 
ception of any doctrine by a renunciation of religion, tbe 
latent scheme was fully developed ; that horrid scheme, 
which by its mystic agency and pernicious ramifications 
struck the whole continent of Europe with terror ; which 
promised unconditional deliverance from the united 
tyranny of religion and civil government; and which 
threatened the subversion of all existing moral and reli- 
gious institutions | to overturn empires, hurl princes from 
their thrones, level all distinctions, and reduce mankind 
to an equality on the broad and latitudinarian principle 
of 'Universal ignorance and impiety ; and crush the wretch ! 
(meaning Jesus Christ) was the infernal watch-word to 
every species of atrocity and crime ! I confess I shudder 
while engaged in this discussion. I tremble at the simple 
idea of the application which our adversaries in this 
country may make of 'the admitted dogma, that Masonry 
contains no religion. 

We will, however, take a closer view of the doctrines 
and practices of the illuminati, or Masonry withovt reli- 
gion; for the system of Weishaupt, being a system of 
secrecy, though not actually of Masonry, (for the Pro- 
fessor had not even received initiation into a single degree 
of our science when he established it,)^ was capable of 
being applied sudcessftilly to the very worst as well as 

^ Laurie hifonns na, tiiat *'in 1775, the Order of the Ulnminati 
was fonrmed by Dr. Adajn Wershaupt, Professor of Canon Law in the 
Universitj or Ingolstad't. In this fissockitionf specolatiye opinions 
were incidcated which were inconsistent with the principles of sound 
rvligion, and*8ooial order; but that lUnminism originated from Free- 
masonry — ^is a eircumstance for which the shadow of a proof has not 
yet been adduced. Dr. Bobison, indeed, expressly affims tiiat lUtt- 
minium took its rise among the V*reemasons, hut was totally different 
frim Freemasonry ; and by a deceitful anachfonism, he represents 
Weishanpt as an aetiTe member of the German Lodges, before he 
acquaints his readers that he was the fomider of the lUmninati,* for 
BO other reason tiian to make them belieye that Weishanpt was a 
FreemoM^n before he planned his ne# association. Now the cose was 
T©ry different indeed. Barruel himself asserts, that it is a fact de- 
monstrated beyond a doubt, that Weishaupt became a Mason in 1777 
cnly, and that two years before this, when he established lUuminism, 
he was totally unacquainted with the mysteries of Freemasonry y 
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the best of purposes. 'Zimmerman says, "Whether this 
sect be the same with , that of the Freen^asoDS^ or the 
Jesuits, both of which suppositions is improbable, is un- 
certain ; but in 1774 or 1776, a society was undoubtedly 
established in Bavaria* of which a celebrated Professor at 
Ingolstadt has been regarded as the founder. This socie- 
ty, under pretext of consulting the happiness of the 
people, and supposing that happiness to be incompatible 
with every species of religious and civil establishment at 
present existing, said with one voice. Let ns destroy them 
ally and raze their very foundations ! The secret Order of 
the Uluminati included among its mysterious principles, 
at present exposed to the world, the whole ot the doe- 
trine which the Jacobins of Paris have sinoe put in 

Jractice, and it has been proved by the most irrefragable 
ocuments, that they maintained an intimate correspond- 
ence together before the French IJevolution.* The 
destruction of the Christian* religion, and the subversion 
of every throne and of all governments, have been their 
aim ever since the year 1776. It was not understood by 
the new associates of this order^ that the magic words, 
the happiness of the people, were the surest means to recruit 

" A French author, m a work entitled, "The Veil withdrawn; or 
the secret of the French Revolution explained by the help of Free- 
masonry thus charges the Freemasons with an abandonment of 
religion in their secret conclaves. " The horrible and miguinaTj 
oaths which are taken in the several degrees of Aiasonry ; the daggers, 
CTom bones, and death's heads, the imaginary combats with the mur- 
derers of Hiram, and other horrid ceremonies they make use of, have 
a natural tendency to steel the heart ; and have, in fact, paved the 
way for those revolting barbaritros which have indeed been transacted 
bv the enthusiaatic multitude, but not imtil they had been coolly 
planned by their philosophic leaders/' He then proceeds to detail 
certain " rabbinical tales concerning the death and burial of Adoni- 
ram;*' and pretends to explain tiie meaning of what he calls "the 
Master's watchword, Macbenac," together with a catechism used by 
the masonic Knights of the Sun at meir initiation; all which he at- 
tempts to shew, are calculated to undermine genuine Christianity, 
and to establish a Sooinian and Deistical ayslem of religion, and a 
code of morality very different from that 6f the gospel. See the 
Gent's Mag., 1794. The Mason will at once see on what a sandy 
foundation the above charges are founded. The aasumptiona are one 
Hud all groundless, and the conclusions Ijierefore unsound. Some 
credulous Brethren entertain an idea that both Oliver Cromwell and 
Buonaparte attained their elevation through the medium of Free- 
masonry. 
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their numbers with ease, and by which, in fact, the re- 
cruits became so numerous wd well disciplined. Young 
men were chiefly pitched upon, who, not having yet 
formed at strong attachment to any particular opinion, 
were the more easily led away to embrace whatever was 
offered to them, and men of literary talents whom it is 
important to secure^ when the propagation of any new 
opinion is in agitation. When once a person was enlisted, 
and fully penetrated with the enticing words, the happir 
nes8 of the people ; let us labour to procure the happiness of 
the people^ he becasie impatient to know, the obstacles 
which were in the way of this purpose, and the means 
to be made use of to remove them ; these were, there- 
fore, offered to' his view in succession.'* 

" The order has five- degrees ; in the lower, the myste- 
ries are not unveiled; thej are only preparatory, on 
which the minds of the noviciates are founded and pre- 
pared ; then, by degrees, those who are found worthy 
are initiated into the higher ranks."^ The mechanical 

Sart of the order bore Some iaint resemblance to that of 
[asonry, but the principles and doctrines of our science 
were never introduced, even subsequently to the admis- 
sion of Weishaupt into a masonic Lodge ; nor could they, 
for bearing a character so decidedly hostile to his views, 
they would have destroyed the very foundation on which 

Freemasonry interdicts her members from solioiting any one to 
join her ranks ; and requires a solem declaration to that effect before 
a candidate is allowed to be proposed for initiation. This is the 
form : 

To (he Warship/id Master, Wardens., Officers, and. Members of the- 
Lodge of No — . 

I, A. B., being free by birth, and of the full of 21 years, do 
declare that, unbiassed by the improper solicitations of friends, and 
nninfluenc^d by mercenary or other unworthy motives, I freely and 
▼olnntarily offer myself a candidate for tbe mysteries of Masonry ; 
that I am prompted by a favourable opinion of the institution, and a 
desire of knowledge ; and that I will cheerfully conform to all the 
ancient usages and estabUshed customs of the order. 

Witness mv "hand this — day of . 

^ Insubordination is generally defended under the cloak of pnl^lio 
benefit. But Freemasonry is not a system of insubordination ; andf 
therefore, it seeks no other justification than its own intnnsio merits, 
and needs no popular cry to reoemmend it to public estimation. 
Vide Preston's Dlustrations. 
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tke illaminating scbeme-^was erected. The artftd Profes- 
sor adopted our secrecy to sanction his pxurposes, by 
screening him from public observation and legislative 
scrutiny. He used his utmost endeavours, by every 
means within his reach — not exoepting, probably, his 
masonic privileges^to extend his doctrines throughout 
the continental nations ; and, as is usual with all inno* 
vators, he succeeded in making many proseljrtes. His 
lodges were ultimately established all over £urope ; they 
regularly communicated with each other;, and their 
transactions were kept inviolably secret from the rest of 
the world. Men of all ranks and. stations became mem- 
bers of these dark and mysterious assemblies but their 

'° It m&y be usefal to lemsrk here, that many penons have endea* 
yoored to substi^tiate their objections to the institution of Freema- 
sonry, from the admitted dogma that its members meet on tlie level; 
whence they conclude that the system abolishes all human distinc- 
tions, and promises to disorganize society, and reduce it to its primi- 
tive elements. But it does no such imng. There is, in fact, no 
other institution where the grades of rank are better defined ^d 
preserved. The W. M. sits in the East. For what purpose is he 
placed there? Why, to rule and govern his Lodge. And he is 
invested with power even to despotism, should he consider it safe to 
U8& it And tne Wardens are his assistanta— not his equals. Each 
has a particular duty assigaed to him« and beyond that he has no 
right to interfere. The next grade are the Deacons. And what is 
their duty ? Not, surely, to rank in e<juality with the Master and 
Wardens, but to perform the part of mferiors in office; to carry 
messages and commands. It is uieir province to attend on the Master, 
and to assist the Wardens in the active duties of the Lodge ; such as 
the reception of candidates into the different degrees of Masonry, and 
the immediate practice of our rites. This is the business of the Dea- 
cons ; and, by its punctual discharge, the office becomes a stepping- 
stone to further preferment; foit as it is incumbent on a Brother to 
serve the office of a Warden before he is eh'gible for the Chair of a 
Lodge, so it would be well if the office of a Deacon were preparatory 
to that of a Warden. The Treasured, the Seoretary, the Stewards, 
the Inner Guard, and the Tyler, have all their respective duties to 
perform, and rank to support ^ white the Brethren are bound to obey 
the will and pleasure of the W. M. What is there in all this which 
tends to the destruction of order in society ? Surely nothing. How, 
tiien, are we said to meet on the level ? Because our occupations are 
distinguished by the most perfect Brotherly love. When the Lodge 
is open, the Brethren, as Masons, whatever be their diversity of exter- 
nal rank, are equal ; and, in the process of "woi-king the Lodge, each 
hears the burden assigned to him by the W. M. in pursuit of that 
common object, the acquisition of knowledge. And when the Lodse is 
closed, and the jewels put by, we part on the square ; each individiul 
resumes his rank in society, and honour is given to whom it ia due. 
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most active eodsBarieB were in tiie armies of every conti- 
nental monarch ; they guided the councils, they filled up 
the ranks, and were equally unknown and unsuspected.^ 
The facility with which they succeeded ill subverting 
the religious prindples of their votaries, is a problem 
which it may be difficult to solve; suffice it to say that, 
whether the real intentions of Weishaupt were indeed 
what are generally imputed to him, it is certain that the 
seeds of impiety and insubordination which he scattered 
throughout Europe, impelled by other powerful incen- 
tives, lent their aid to the production of those rank weeds 
of savage cruelty and revolutionary bigotry, which swept 
a monarch from his throne, and pn>duced a twenty ytors' 
war, which deluged the continent with the best blood 4>f 
its inhabitants.^ 

It would exceed oifr intentions,** says a popnlkur writer on this 
■abject, to gite even an outline of the natoie and oonetitation of 
this extraordinary society ; of its secrets and mysteries ; of the deep 
dissimulation, oonsammate hypocrisy, an^ shocking impiety of its 
founder and his associates ; oi their Jesuitical art in concealing their 
real objects ; and their ii^describable industry and astonishing exer< 
tions In maldng oonverts; of the* absolute despotism, and complete 
system of espionage, established throughout the order ; of its difFer- 
ent degrees of Novices, Minervals, Minor and Major lUuminees; 
Epopts, or Priests, Regents, Magi, and Mankings. of the Kecrqitors, 
or Insinuators, with their various and subtle metnods of insinuating 
into all characters and companies ; of the bMnd obedience exacted 
the Novices, and the absolute power of fife and death assumed by the 

Order; of their dietionaiy, geography, talendar, and' cypher of 

the questions proposed to tiie candidates for degrees, and the variona 
ceremonfes oi admission te each; and of the pretended morality, 
real blasphemy^ and absolute atheism of the founder and his tried 
friends." 

On the occasion of presenting an address to the throne ftom the 
Grand Lodge, the PrinCe Regent, then Grand Master, thouffht proper 
to allude to those fearful evento in the following appropriate language : 
**When principles were first promulgated in France, which, to our 
conception, tended to the overtiirow of all peace and oYder in society, 
we felt ourselves called upon to depart mm « rule which had beea 
tin then religiously observed in our association. As a veil of secrecy 
conceals the transactions at our meetings, our fellow subjects have no 
assurance that there may not be in our association a tendency injuri- 
ous to their interests, ouer than the general t^or of our conduct, 
and a notoriety that the door of Freem&soiHy is not closed against 
any dass, profession, or sect, provided the individual desiring admis- 
sion be unstained in moral c^afacter. To remove, therefore, as far 
ais possible, any ground for suspicion, it has been, from time imme- 
morialf a fundamental rule, most rigi^ maintained, tiiat no political 
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Suob iM^e the ends to which a Bystem of secrecy 
unguarded by religion, may be made subservient. But, 
under the sober garb and genial protection of a religious 
and Christian faiths it is capable of producins much unr 
qualified good. If it makes men more strict in the perform* 
ance of their moral duties ; if it conveys firmness under 
affliction, and directs them to look beyond the bounds of 
humanity for relief under the pressure of actual or 
impending* calamity ; if it ameliorates the mind, and 
unites men together in a chain of univers^ benevolence ; 
if it instructs mankind to rule and govern their passions, 
to avoid slander and dissimulation, to look upon the 
Bible as a rule of faith, and to regulate their actions by 
the precepts it contains ; if it does this, and much, much 
more than this, it may surely be entitled to the praise of 
conferring benefits on its professors, by enforcing the 
duties of religion. And this is the business of Masonry." 
Can it, then, be a system of Atheism ? Can it lend a sanc- 
tion to the perfidious schemes of revolutionary dema- 
gogues? or the designs of those in&tuated men, who 

topic £hall, on any protenoe, be mentioned in the Lodge. The sin- 
gular juncture to whioh we have alluded, seemed to call for some 
positive declarationr which might distinctlj exhibit our opinions ; we 
thence ventured to profess to your Majesty the loyalty with which 
the Freemason^ of England glowed towarcU your royal person, and 
thoir unalterable attachment io tiie present happy form of government 
in tliis country," &c. 

The lectures of Masonry display a beautiful system of the purest 
morality. What, indeed, can be more estimable than the spirit of 
brotherly love which, is here inculcated, equally with the sublime 
lessons of one of our great parallels in hid gospel and epistles ? Can 
uuythiiig have a more direct tendency to promote the glory of God, 
peace on earth, and good will towards men ? This is the use and 
end of Freeiinasonry. Let us consider a few of the moral duties 
which it teaches. It instructs i^, as Brethren, ip dwell together in 
unity. It teaches us to imitate the innocence, the wisdom of the 
serpent, the peaoefulness of the dove ; and to let the hand, the tongue, 
and the heart be united, as they ought, to promote each other's wel- 
fare, and to rejoice in each other's prosperity. It admonishes us to 
be candid to a brother's faults; ana never to condemn, until we are 
thoroughly convinced of his unworthiness ; and, even tnw, to adopt 
tbib golden rule : ^ways speak well of a Broker, if you speak of 
him at all, — and if, unfortunately, you cannot, with strict justice, give 
him your applause — ^be silent. This, while it affords him an oppor- 
tunity to repent, and retrieve his reputation, will contribute to our 
owji peace of mind, and we shall thus avoid all that dissension and dis- 
pu^, which are never creditable, and often dangerous. 
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would lead us back into the darkest ages of ignorance 
and infidelity? I answer, without hesi^tion. No. Ma- 
sonry is a system of loyalty, which attaches us to the 
kinff, our patron, and to the soil which gave us birth. 
And, though political disquisitions are prohibited in our 
assemblies, yet an Inherent attaohiment to our native 
land can never be thus suppressed. If Masonry were a 
system that possessed the most indirect affinity to rebel* 
lion, would it be patronized by the monarch ? would it 
be encouraged by his royal brothers, and the principal 
nobility of this realm ? would it merit or receive the 
sanction of a deliberate act of legislation ? The reign of 
Solomon Was a perfect era in Masonrv ; and why was it 
80 glorious ? Because of the indissoluble union which 
our Order convfeycd to his subjects, and their invincible 
attachment to his person and government, as king and 
Grand Master ; which causes his reign to be referred to 
as the most stupendous specimen of peace and happiness 
under a monarch, feared for his love of justice, beloved 
for his munificence, and respected for his piety and 
virtue. 

Such is Masonry united with religion ; and, in truth. 
Masonry could not be practised without the aid of this 
magnificent supporter. No company of men, not alto- 
gether confirmed in the principles of Atheism, could so 
far forget themselves, their duty, and the Supreme 
Governor of the world, clad in majesty and splendour, 
as to exclude religion wholly from their minds, particu- 
larly the members of an institution j)rofe8sing superior 
light and knowledge. The Creator cannot be overlooked 
amidst every incentive to virtue ; nor can man so far 
disregard the voice of nature within him, as to forget by 
whom he was created, and to whom he is indebted for 
every blessing he enjoys on this side the grave. Ma- 
sonry has set forms of prayer adapted to every one of its 
transactions. The Lodges are opened and closed with 
praver; the solemn initiations, passings, raisings, and 
exaltations, are accompanied by the same devotional 
exercise ; and, if Masonry be not allied to religion, to 
whom can these prayers be addressed, or what can be 
their efficacy ? For prayer can only be beneficial so far 
83 it includes a belief in the omnipresence of God, and 
his ability as well as irclination to confer blessings on 



hm ereatures, and to grant hU omnipotent aid on all their 
undertakings. Indeed, the very act of prayer ia a full 
acknowledgment of God'a attributes of wisdom, power, 
and goodnesSf and thus becomes *an unequivocal act of 
religion* But Masons habitually use prayer in their 
Lodges 5 and therefore it clearly follows, that Masons 
never assemble for any purpose but they perform acts of 
religion. 
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CHAPTER n 

TBBTHKUflES SXTEACTBB PKOM'uaSONIO WBITBU tk 
SihPPOaT OF THIS TRt7ffi« 

Thb observations in the preeedkig chapter may lend 
their assistance towards opening an inquiry of the great- 
est importance in a Christian, conntrv; no less than to 
refute an hypothesis whieh would place a popular and 
useful institution on a level with Antt-Chnstian clubs, 
and revolutionary associations. In this staee of th^ 
investigation it may be necessary to exonerate the authors 
who have professedly treated on Freeniasonfy before me, 
from lending any sanctibn to the destructive charge, that 
religion is excluded from oar assemblies. In doing this, 
I shall collect a few reputable testimonies, and place 
them in chronological order, with their dates prefixed, do 
as to produce an unifohn proof of the belief which haf 
prevailed in all ages, that the great pedestal of Maeonty is 
religion. 

Before the invention of printing these testimonies are 
not very numerous, as few manuscripts are in existence 
which were produced antecedent to that period ; partly 
Owing to ^ the losses sustained in the year 17S0, when 
the ignorant zeal of some rash brethren induced them to 
bum their manuscripts, from a dislike, probably, of 
having their constitutions printed.*^^ Such as remain, 
however, will serve to convince us that the early ]i(aaon» 
little anticipated the appearanoe of a day, when their 
art would have to combat the charges of some of its own 
members, avowedly u^ged to strip ^ licience of its mo«t 
brilliant and imperishwle ornament. 

About the year of our Lord 690, *'the Picts and 
Scots,*' say» the annalist,^ continued their depredations 
with unrestrained vigour, till the arrival of some pious 
teachers iroia Wales and Scotland; when many of these 

^ Noortih Const., Part I., oh. 1. * Prest Dhui., BK. 4, Bm. 2. 
8 
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wyages ftem^ reconciled to Christianity ^ Masonry got into 
rtpute.^^ 

The ancient congtitutions, charges, &c.,.were framed 
about the year 926, from maDuscripts in Greek, Latin, 
French, and other languages, which were produced by 
the brethren who met at York for the purpose of forming 
a Grand Lodge in that city, pursuant to the summons 
of Priuce Edwin. From these charges I select the fol- 
lowing, as bearing an uneqmvQcal relation to the point 
in question : ' 

A Mason to study, the moral law as contained in 
the ^acred. code; to coi^sider it as the unerring standard 
of truth and justice ; and to regulate his life and actions 
by its divine precepts. 5e is strictly to observe his duty 
to God, by never ipentipninff his i^ame but with that 
awe and reverence which is due from, a creature to his 
Creator ; to esteem him as the chief good, and to implore 
his aid in all laudable undertakings." — Mason is 
obliged,, by his tenure, to obey the moral law ; and if he 
rightly understands the art, he will neither be a stupid 
atheist nor an irreligious libertine. But though in ancient 
times Masons were charged in every countrjf to be of the reli- 
gion of that country or nation y whatever it was, yet it is 
now tl)Ought more expedient only ^ oblige them to thai 
religion in which all men agree^ leaving their particular 
opinions to themselves." , 

We now come to a manuscript in the Bodleian library, 
writtoQ about A.D. 1536, wiiich is a copy of one still 
older, wirote by King Henry VL, about 1440. This MS. 
asserts that ^'M&^onnes techedde mankyqde relygyon- 
ne."^ The excellent Preston, in his commept Cfn this 

» There is a MS. in the British Museum; Harl. Col., 1942, 
profeBsiag to explain the aneiont Hifitory and piinoiples of Freema- 
sonry, the original of which is dated in the lOtfa oentufy, and waa 
written in Saxon, during the .r^igB of AtheLstan. It oommenoea as 
follows : The Almighty Father of heaven, with the Wisdom of the 
^orious Son, through the goodness of the Hc^y Ghost, thYee persons 
m one Gk>dhead, be with our b^ginnin^, and eive us grace so to 
gOTem oar Uves, that we may oome to. his bliss ^t never shall have 
end» Amen. Good Brethren and Fellows, our purpose is to tell joa 
how, and in what manner, this Craft of Masonry was first begun," &c. 
A Copy of this curious documept ma^ be found in the Ffeemasona* 
Quarterly Review, Vol. iii., p. 288, with ingenious Notes by Bro. H. 
Philfips, P. M. of the Moira Lodge, No. 100. 

^ Answer 6. 
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passage says: " It appears to have surprised the learned 
aimotator (Mr. Locke) that religion shoiild be ranked 
among the arts taught by the fraternity ; but it mar be 
observed that religion is the only tie which can oind 
men; and that wherb thbbb is no rblioion thbsb 

CAN BB NO BiASON&T." 

In the short reign of King James U., A.D. 1686, a 
MS. was written, which is now preserved in the Lodge 
^f Antiquity. It contains the fpllowing passages: 

Every man that is a Mason take good heed to these 
charges, we pray ; that tf a man &na himself goiltv of 
any of these charges, that he may amend himself; or 
principally for dread of God," &c., flkc. " The first 
charge is, that ye shall be true men to God and to the holy 
church, and to use no error or heresy by your understand 
ing and by wise men's teadiing." Ana after enumerating 
more than twenty charges, it cimdudes thus: These 
be all the charges and covenants that ouffht to be read 
at the instalment of a master, or making of a Freemasoti 
or Freemasons. The Almighty God of Jacob, who evet 
have you and me in his keeping, bless us now and ever. 
Amen." 

An ancient masonic manusciipt, ^vmtten about tiie end 
of the 15th century, and published in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for June, 1815, commences in the following 
manner: *'The might of' the Father of Kings, with the 
wisdom of his rlorious grace, through the grace of the 
goodness of the noly Ghost, there b^ne three persons in 
one Godheade, be with us at our beginning and give us 
grace so to govern e us here in this mortaU life nveihg, 
that we may come to his kingdome that never shall have 
endinge."* 

' A great dmilantir wifl be observed between tiie above passaae, 
and the. Note on p. .22 ; but it is a differaoit MS.; and it is probable 
that the ancient written docmnentB of Speculative Masonry mif ht 
usuallj commence with a profession of fakh. We find anoi£er 
Masonic MS. beginning ^us : God alone is gracious and powerfol ! 
Thanks be to our gracious Gk>d, Feather of heaven and of eartib, and 
of all things that in them is, that he has vouchsafed to give power 
unto men." An ancient poem on tihe Oonstitations of Freemasonry, 
just published by James Orchard Halliwell, Esj^., F.B.S., is fuXL of 
similar allusions. It is teken from a duodecimo MS. on vellum, 
written not laler than the 14th oentury, and preserved in the 
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We n»w eome to mod«ni timas» when testimoiiieeeif 
mneh more numerous^ tfaough perhaps not of gresAer 
weifffat and eonsequence than the preoediag, which shew 
so dearly the opinion of ouranoient brethren many cen- 
turies ago, on ^8 important.snbject* 

The Rev. James Hart, in a sermon preached at Dur- 
ham, in the year 1773, iays, ^Masonry is founded en that 
sure roek, against which let the waves and billows of 
tempoml persecution nerer so strongly dash, it will stand 
eitot and secure, beefoise tkat toek is Ckrut:,^ 

nnOTHB^ WILLIAM HUTOfiimON. 

Edition 1775. 

*^In Ibrming this society, which is at ence religtons 
«nd elvil, great regard has been given to the first know- 
ledge of the God of nature, and that acceptable service 
wherewith he is well pleased. This was the first stase 
on which our originals thought it expedient to place the 
foundation of Masonry. They had experienced tiiat by 
religion all civil ties and obligations were compaotra, 
and that thence proceeded all the bonds which could 
finite mankind, in social intercourse; thence it was that 

Old Boyd libnury (Bibl. Beg. 17 A. I. fo. 32). I entgdln a sped- 

At feiobl^ were pojntes j-ordeyat no, 

Of grate loid^« and maysttye alao» • 

That whose wol oonne vxya craft and oom to instate, 

He most lote wel Grod« and Holy Charolie algate. 

Andagain; 

Pray to God to sende the hytte ; 
For Crist hymself, he teohet ous. 
That holy ohurche ys Goddes hoos, 
Tliat ya y-mad. for nothTnce elkis 
Bat for to pray yn, a« liie bok teflvs, 
Tbev die peiral sohal gedor yime* 
To pray ana wepe for here sy)me. ' 



And when the Goepel me rede Bohal« 
Fayxe thorn rtonde up fro ihe wal. 
And UesM the fa^e^ aef.tb at them oonne, 
When Gloria Tibi ia begonne, 
And when the G^pel ts yniomif 
AgMM tfaon n^rgth knele adown.-*-dtOw 
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Utty laid tiie cormf^stdtie of the edifice on tlie bosom 
of religion, tt is not to be presumed that we ar« a set 
of men professing religious principles contrary to the 
revelations and doctrines of the Son of God, reverencinff 
a deity by the denomination of the ^od of nature, and 
denying that mediation which is graciously offered to all 
true beitevers. The members of our society at this day^ in 
Me third stage (f Masonry, confess themselves to be Chiusti- 
j the reil of the temple is rent, the builder is smitten, 
i^nd are raised from the tomb of tfansgressioti: The 
Moitef Mason represents a ^mzn itnder the Christian doetrinCy 
$a90d from the grate of tniquity,^ and raised to the faith of 
mdvationi^ 

The BeV. JoRir HoDcterrs, whcr preached a sermon at 
tiier consecration of the Hamionic Lodge in Dudley^ 
WoroestertArire, 1784, after expatiating on' the geBerat 
truths! of M amnry, adds, " But this is not all ; the Sacred 
Writing* (imifirm what I assert ; the sublime part of our 
mystery being there to be fcrund ; nor can any Christian 
brothef (let ne speak it distinctly) be a good Mason, 
that does not make the word of God his first and princi- 
pal study.** 

THE B£T. JjAMBS WftlOHT, 

• Mayhole, Scoddnd^ 1786, 

Pi€ty towards God, the glorious Master Builder of tfaii 
universe ^ and love to mankind; are the two grand immoir- 
able piUara which support the &brio of MaM>nry/^ 

BROTHE& THOMAS JIEANS, M» J). 

Soutkamftatit 1792. 

"The doctrine of Freemasonry embrace all the natu- 
ral, moral, and politica>l obligations of society. It 
dired» us, to fulfil our duty to God, our king, our 
neighbours, and ourselves; it inculcates reverence, t^mg^ 
natiOD, and gratitude to Him who made and pMerves 

BBtOTUSB JAMB9 BIAOCONOOHXB, 
LwerpooL 

We venerate and adore 'the Great First Cause of AU, 
and- we endeavour to exalt out views and eonce|»tioni 
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the invifible Architect, fr<mi the oonten^laiion of hk 
glorious works ; . 

To kK»k through Blitaie up 1x> nato^ 

BBOTHSa THB HBV. JAMB3 VATSON, 
Lancaster^ 1794. 
'^MasoniY has the Omnipotent Architect of ihe Unif 
verse for the object of its adoration and imitation; his 
great and wondenul works for its pattern and prototype : 
and the wisest and best of men of all ages» nations, and 
languages, for its .patrons and professors. But though 
Maronry primarily mculeates morals and the religion of 
nature, it has caught an additional spark from the light 
of revelation and the sxtn of rightbousnbss. And 
tiiough Masonry continues to bum with subordinate lus- 
tre, it lights the human traveller on the same road ; it 
bteatiies a concordant qpirit of universal benevolence 
and brotherly love; adds one thread more to the>8ilken 
cord of evangelical charity which bind^ man to man, and 
crowns the cardinal virtues with Chbistian graces." 
" The three degrees of Masonry seem to have an obvious 
and apt poincid^ce with the three progressive stages of 
mankmd, from the creation to the ewi^ci time. The 
firat is aari)lematical of man's state of nature, firom his 
first disobedience to the time of Qod^s covenant with 
Abraham, and the establishment of the Jewish economy. 
The second, from that period, to the sera of the last, full, 
and perfect rdvelatioh iSrom heaven to mankind, made by 
our Grvat Rbdeemer. The third, comprehending the 
glorious interval of the Christian dispensation down to 
the oonrammation of all things.'* 

BBOTHEB WILLIAM PRBSTON, 1796. 

. ^ Speculative Masoray is so far interwoven with re- 
ligion, aa to lay us under the strongest oMigatione to pay 
thai rational homage to the Deity, which at once consti- 
tutes our duty and happiness. It leads the contemplative 
to view with reverence and admiration the glorious 
works of creatiob, and inspires them with the most 
exalted ideas of the perfections of the divine Creator. 
At opening the Lodge, a reverential awe for the Deity is 
inculcated, and the eye fixed m titu objtct from whose 
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radiant beams imut only can be derived. Hence, in ibis 
ceremonj we are .taught to adore the God of HeaVen, 
and to isupplicate his protection on our well meant 
endeavours. In the diligent pursuit of knowledge great 
discoveries are made, and the intellectual faculties Bfe 
employed in promoting the glory of God, and the good 
of man. Such is thb tendency of evbrt illustration 
IN MASONRT. Revereuce for the Deity, and gratitude 
for the blessings of heaven, are inculcated m every 
degree." 

BROTHER 9TBFHBN JONES, 1796. 

"The solenmity bf our rites, which, embracing the 
whole system of morality, cannot fail to include the first 
principles of religion, from which morality is best de-* 
rived, necessarily calls our, attention to the great Architect 
of the universe, the Cteator of us all. The masonic 
system exhibits ^a stupendous and beautiAiI fabric found* 
ed on universal piety. To rule and direct our paasions ; 
to have faith and hope in God, and charity towards man, 
I consider as the objects of what is termed Speculative 
Masonry." 

BROTHER TH£ REV. JBTHRb INVOOD, 

Veptfbrd, 17S9. 

<« Masonry is truly the sister of religion^ for she boasts 
hoir efficacy in* all its native influisQce ; and is continuaHy 
the assistant promoter of like prineiples and of like actions. 
The central point of all her innumerable lines, squares, 
and circles, is the love of God^ And upon this oentnd 
point she builds her fsfithr^om it she derives her hope 4d 

Slory hare and hereafter ; and by it she squares her con- 
uct in strict justice and universal ehariiy. The central 
point of ail true Christianity and of all true Masonry is, 
the love of God." MoMmry is dedieated only to the Ghe^ 

CL It has nothing in its Institution but what both the 
w of Moses and of Christ will fully allow and uidTei^ 
sally sanction. To be masonic is to be tral]^ religious in 
both its parts ; first seeking and cherishing in our heartv 
the true fear of God, and then firOm this principle brinff-* 
ing forth all the amiable firuits of rq^hteonsness, whiw 
are the praise and glory of God." 



all ages it has beea the object of FreesiMMrf, 
not Wklj to infonn the minds of its m^ben, byinatruct- 
ing tkem in the sciences aad ueeM arts, but to better 
their hearts by enforcing the precepts of religion and 
morality. In the course of the ceremonies of initiationy 
brotiierljloTe, loyalty, and other virtues are inculcated 
in hieroglyphic symbols, and the candidate is often 
reminded that there is an eye above which observeth the 
working of his heart, and is ever fixed upon the thoughts 
and actions of men." 

The author of an anonymous pamphlet, printed in the 
yi^iyr 1804t entitled Ma^nic Union, says, Masonry 
i^Doihilates all parties, conciliates all private opinions, 
readers th^ae, wh^p by th^^r Alxnightv iE'atiier, ^ere 
luad^ of one blood, to be also of one heart and one 
njin4. brethren bound, firmly bound together, bv that 
Vfdiasoluble tiet . the love of their God,, ajid, the love of 
^eirkind.^' 

BAiEOi OF IffOiRA, 1813. 

*<Tou ought to fbel the incalculable benefit which the 
serious objects of Masonry must derive from this public 
display of tit;^ sentiment of royalty towards tbe Brother- 
hood; this avowal from so many of those immediately 
ccmnected with the throne, that they make common 
eaase witta ^our wel&re and your affections. Let us 
oarry 4hia thought furtiher. Let us exult in the advantage 
which may ensue to* every class ia Britain, from the dr- 
oomsitance,<tkat these elevated individuals could^not have 
been present h^e, had th^ not previously received all 
Diose iolemn incukatiras, by which Masonvy endeavours 
to dispose the heart of each of the initiated to promote 
1i)e.ooBifart of his fi^Uow .... They share with us in the 
^wi«g confidence that the beneficence of a superintend 
Mff. Father perpetusUy shields us. They participate 
wnh. us in that sure hope of the future, which makes omr 
present existence appeiur but a speck in the immensity of 
our iflUDOftal heritage^ They are assimilated to us in all 
that flenerous aibet^eaaoC that Charity which tells us, 
that KindoesB to all must be tbe oblation most aecq>tabb 
to. fiim who, in emating all, oould have no motiya but 
their happiness." 
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H. R. a. TAB SUKH OP 9T78«BZt 1818. 

Masonry is one of the most sublime and perfect 
institutions that ever was formed for the advancement of 
happiness and general sood to mankind ; creating in all 
its varieties, universal benevolence and Brotherly Love. 
It holds out allurements so captivating, as to inspire the 
brotherhood with emulation to deeds of glory, such as 
must command, throughout the world, veneration and 
applause ; and such as must entitle those who perform 
them to dignity and respect. It teaches us thocre useful, 
wise, and instructive doctrines, upon which alone true 
happiness is founded ; and at the same time affords those 
easy paths, by which we attain the rewards of virtue; it 
teaches us the duties which we owe to our neighbour, 
never to injure him in any one situation, but to conduct 
ourselves with justice and impartiality; it bids us not to 
divulge the mystery to the public ; and it orders us to be 
true to our trust, to be above all meanness and dissimu- 
lation ; and, in all our avocations, to perform religiously 
that which we ought to do." 

ENCTCLOPEDIA BKITANNICA, 1814. 

"The structure of the Lodge is a pattern of the 
universe ; and the first entrv of a Mason represents the 
first worship of the true God." " The sun and moon are 
emblems of God's power, eternity, omnipresence, and 
benevolence. The ethereal mansions of the blessed, for 
possession of which all men hope, are typified by seven 
stars." 

The mass of evidence here collected, which needs no 
comn^ent, will be abundantly sufficient to establish the 
fact, that our best and wisest brethren have been uni^ 
formly of opinion, that the true design and end of 
Masonry is religion. ' It is, indeed, in vain to look for 
excellence in anv system which is not founded on this 
basis: because all our ho^s and all our fears are enfold- 
f ed in the belief of a God, and a future state of rewards, 
^ to be attained by faith and obedience to his commands, 
and of punishments to ' be inflicted for a wilful and 
habitual violation of his laws. 

But the design of this little worlL embraces a still 
wider and more comprehensive field of enquiry. I must 
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Bhow that the system of Freemasonry k more oongenial 
with the spirit pf Christiaiiity than with any other 
religion ever practised amongst mankind. And this will 
be satisfactorily proved by an attentive consideration of 
the lectures, of Masonry, and the mechanism of initia- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER m. • 

CHRISTIAinTT WAS VBB TBUE RBLIOION FROM THB FALL • 
OF MAN TO THB BSTABLI8HBCBNT OF THB JBWI8H 
DISPENSATION. 

Even the temporaxy system revealed to Moses was, in eyerj matenal 
point, typical of the perfected Church of Jesus Christ; and there- 
fore Speooltttnre Masoiury, being early united wiUi Faith in Christ* 
has in all ages retained the benefits which it deriyed &om thb dig- 
nified alliance. 

All religions profess essentially the same system of 
morality ; but ever^ false scheme of divine worship was 
but a perverted imitation of the true one which preceded 
it; therefore all the commendable parts of every religion 
under the sun are but emanations nrom the original wor- 
ship of God, Now the first form of divine worship 
established on the earth after the unhappy fall of man, 
was the system of Christianity; and consequently the 
morality of every religion, how imperfect soever, is a 
remnant of Christian morali^. 

If, in this discussion, the Holy Scriptures may be ap- 
pealed to as of undoubted autnoritv, Jesus Christ was 
the Creator of the world. They tell tis that Christ "in 
the beginning laid the foundations of the world, and the 
heavens were the works of his hands."^ And a^ain, " By 
Him (Christ} were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth."* "All things were made by 
him, and without him wto not anv thing' made that was 
made*^' These passages, enforced by innumerable others, 
are aufScient to prove that Jesus Clhrist was the Creator 
of the world. It will now be ^own that he gave His 
religion to the newl^-formed man. 

The conditions being violated by which the tenure of 
life and happiness was held, the parents of mankind were 
expelled from Paradise ; and the threatened pains and 
penalties were inflicted by a hand, which, while it 



■ Heb. 10, from Psalm oil., 25. 
'CoLL,10. ^JohnCa 



brandished the sword of inexorable justice, held out, 
at the. same time, the golden sceptre of mercy to its 
fallen creatures. From the recollection of man's original 
felicity, and to ffuard the unhappy race against the 
consequences of Adam^ deKnquency, the first Masons 
adopted two significant tokens, which bear a striking 
refenenee to the penitence of our progenitors, and to tile 
and awe with which th^ beheld the radiant 
glory of God when summoned into his j^resenee to hear 
pronounced the £9.tal sentence of expulsion, misery, and 
death. Thus banished from the presence of God, into a 
world accursed for their «in, and copending alone on their 
own exertions for sapport, the^ were reduced to the hard 
necessity of using manual labour to procure the neces- 
saries of life, and tp avert the evil of perishing for want 
of food; for the earth wa^ now deprived of all its spon- 
taneous productions which contained the aliment essential 
to the support of human life. This was a calamity almost 
insupportable to the misei^able exiles, whom habit had 
rendered unfi.t for such laborious emplojrment, increased, 
as it was> by piercing refiections on the heinous nature 
of sin, which nad desola'ted a perfect cireation; and the 
appalling prospect of death, the agonies of which struck 
them with horror, even in the beasts wtich were slajin 
for sacrifice. These considerations bowed them down as 
penitents before the throne of God, and introduced m 
habitual systetn of piety, , which cheered their labours, 
and removed the apprehension which the sentence of 
death had created m their minds. From' the fatigue 
consequent on their daily toil, and *the remembrance of 
the supplicating posture in which they implored forgive- 
ness, have arisen two other tokens, commemorative of 
these particulars. Commiserating their unhappy situa- 
tipUf God gaye the repentant transgressors that soothing 
promisi^ of redemption whioh< removed the fears of death 
eternal ; and they hailed with joy the means &at should 
exalt th^m to everlasting life. And hence originated the 
fifth 'md last token, expressive of faith, in the promised 
Redeemer, and hope of sharing the blessings hje would 
convey to man^nd.* 



* It win be neoess^ to point out to tiie exalted Brother the 
referenoe which lids msqcdaitioii bears tor the highest Degree ol 
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Here, then, we bave the most intimste tmion between 
HasoBiy and ChriiBtiajiity from the very fall of m%Q; and 
I am not conscious of the oocurrenee of any event which 
had a tendency to separate them down to the present 
time. Enoch, a very assiduous Mason, could not be 
willing to make this innovation, because he was also, in 
principle, a Christian,^ and did not confine bis Christianity 
to the mere indulgence of private speculative opinions 
^n its mysteries ; but in his charges aqd disquisitions of 
every kind, he actively enforced its doctrines by that 
most awful of all incentivei^, the denunciatiotis of heaven 
against impenitent sitmers.* His faith in the promise of 
a mediator was so pleasing to God, that he admitted him 
to Ihe possession oi glory without undergoing the agonies 
of temporal death. 

Noah was the next practical Mason we read of in 
Scripture, or who Is noticed in our lectures. He did not 
change the prindiples of Masonry, but rather improved 
them by adding another de^ee which bears a direct 
relation to' the Chridtian faith ; for the covenant was 
renewed with him jftr ever; and the predepts which he 
inculcated were the very same which the Apostles of 
Jesus Christ enjoined on the converts to Christianity 
when appliiBd to* Tor 'a decision respecting ceremonial 
observances.'^ 'From this circumstance, the professors of 
our science were distinguishe'd by the signincant appel- 
lation of Noachidae. 

I do not follow the posterity of Ham and Japhet in 
their migrations into distant ^)»rts of the world, though 
they carried with them the knowledge of Masonry which 
ttiey had acquiired from their father, Noah, for this obvious 

Freemascmry. Brethren who have been contented with Craft 
MasoEiry may deem^ it irrelevaat ; but in reality it constitutes the 
essence and perfection of the system^ An eminent and reverend 
Brother, whose name stands verv high in Irish Masonry, writes to 
me thus, in the course of a lengthened correspondence on the sub- 
ject: ftdly agree with you as to the direct allusion in all the 
degrees of Freemasonry to the Religion of Christ. The U^ht on this 
subject becomes clearer in each succeeding Degree ; and is, I think, 

brought to a fpQ efful^nce in the exquisite mysteries of the 

« By faith, in Chnst, Enoch was translated that he should not see 
death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for 
before his translation he had this testimony^ that he pleased Gk)d." 
(Heb. xi., 5.) 

• Jnde 5, 14, 15. ' Acts xv., 2D. 
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xeaaon, because tbey renouoced the practice of ihp true 
religion, and applied our science to purposes unconnected 
with its original desims/ and productive of idolatry and 
atheism. Their conduct therefore can have nothing to 
do with this discussion, but as it affords a strong negative 
proof that Masonry was not disengaged from the sanctions 
of religion by the race who practised it in primitive 
purity; and to show the ruinous effects which must 
necessarily enpue, when temporal schemes are made to 
supersede the awful concerns of eternity. 

We may now safely pass on to the time of Abraham, 
under whom the union betweeu Masonry and Christianity 
was rather , cemented than broken. He held more than 
one personal communication with Jesus Christ; and was 
accepted by faith in the future appearance of that divine 
personage, rendered perfect bv ooedience to His com- 
mands. To Abraham it yras therefore covenanted that 
the promised seed should arise from his posterity, who 
sliould convey eternal blessings to the world ; and this 
seed, says St. Paul, was Jesus Christ.' Through faith 
in these repeated promises it was, that all mankind were 
saved during the patriarchal ages, because there never 
existed any other medium of salvation, but only the name 
of Jesus Christ; ''for the passion and resurrection of 
Christ, through which alone salvation could be had, with 
the glory that should follow, were articles of the prophets 
as well as the apostles' creed."" 

The sovereignty given to the tribe of Juctah by Jacob, 
was pronounced by that patriarch to be only a temporary 
dominion, which was to expire when the universal ex- 
pectation of all nations should appear to resume his regal 
authority over mankind. And even the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, ushered in with all the solemnity which an omni- 

• Bishop Warburton says, (Div. Leg., Bk. 2, s. 4. J that, ** the mys- 
teries were instituted pure; and proposed the noblest end, by the 
worthiest means.** Hence Isocrates affirmed that the sporious Free- 
masonry was of the utmost importance to the welfare of man. And 
Plutarch, who understood the system perfectly, adds, that it was "an 
ancient opinion, indelibly established in the spurious Freemasonry, 
that the. universe was created and upheld by a superior and supreme 
Being.** 

• Gal. iu., 16. 

'® Dr. Ellis's inquiry, Whence oometh knowledge and understanding 
to man? 
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potent Being tlumght proper to bestow upon it^'^ was 
bat intended to eeparate the Jews from the rest of the 
worlcK who were immersed in idolatry, by snch a series 
of distinctive observances as made it impossible, even for 
their own tribes to be confounded with each other; that 
the expected Saviour might proceed from a stock uncon- 
taminated with the pollutions of false worship. 

. This dispensation was, in every particular, typical of 
the perfected church of Christ; and was given to intro- 
duce and restore a permanent religion^ wbieh was com- 

Sleted by the sacrifice of its fbur^er ; who opened the 
oor of mercy on all mankind, by a fall rsvelation of a 
future state, and an unequivocal disclosure of the means 
of salvation. > 

To prevent the Israelites from rrtuming to the idolsr 
tries tney had left behind tibem in Egypt, whose splendid 
and imposing ceremonies were calculated to captivate 
the human heart, and lead it astray from the true wor- 
ship of God, to follow the innovations of men ; Moses 
erected a superb tabernacle in the wilderness ; for the 
Israelites are upbraided with carrying in their wander- 
ings, the portable tabernacle of Moloch, and the image 
and star of Remphan." To obviate these evils, the 

" A]mo8t all tb6 cbcumstances attending ihe promulgation of the 
Jewish dispensatipxr have been introdacea into Freemasoniy ; and 
the partieui^ obaeryanoes inooinorated with its oeremoniai. The 
divine appearance at the bmmingbush, the shoes, the rod, the serpent, 
ei^d the Sacred Name, are equally embodied in the system. The 
plagues of Egypt, with the signs which attended the deliverance of 
the Israelites irom captivity, the pillar of a doud and of fire, the 
mighty winds, the division of the Eed Sea, the salvation of God's 
people, and the cbstructioix of Phaiac^ and his host, the wand&ringa 
m tne^wildemess, the delivery of the law, the building of the taber- 
nacle, and the establishment of the hierarchy, the order observed in 
the frequent migrations, led by the banners of each tribe, and other 
important events, all fotm paits of the complicated system of Free- 
masonry, and shew lU oonnectien with the^ offices of religion at that 
remote period. 

^ This circumstance i& recorded in the lectures. We are there 
informed that th^ prophet Amos thus upbraids the Israelites with 
their superstitious baokslidings : You have carried about," says he, 

during your sojoumings in the wilderness, the tabernacle of Moloch, 
and the Star, of .Bemphan.*' This coslom was derived from tiie 
Egyptians, and consequently had be^ used long before the taber- 
naole of Moses was ereoted^ It was, therefore, for the purpose of 
pieventiiig the Israelites from persisting in this idolatrous praotioe. 
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tabernacle of the trad Gk>d was sat up; constttLctod m 
ingemously as to oenre tiie purposes of a -tentDle for 
divine worship, and to-be ex^itiooslj ranoTable wiA 
oveiy change of situation which they were directed to 
make* This tabernacle Was furnished with *an ark, an 
oracloi an altar, &c^ and numerous servioes were ap- 
pointed to be performed by the priests on the authority 
of God himself 4 which, while they answered every pur- 
pose of present devotion, had a reference to a future 
dispensation, which was to continue to the end of the 
world* With this people, then, the original connection 
between M^niy and migion could sustain no deteriora* 
ti^n ; but an union so genial and beneficial would be m6re 
strongly cemented, and even assiduously cultivated by all 
its professors who steadfitstly adhered to tiie true worship, 
and with it to primitive Masonry* • 

But the Jewudi religion was only a temporary dispen- 
sation, instituted to prevent the true i^stem of divine 
worship from being lost; and the essential points of 
that system wdre preserved continually alive in men's 
minds by a series of tjrpes and Irefeftmoes which could 
nqt be mieunderatood* 

And first, the Matims Which were ^ made by the 
people towards the erection of this celebrated edifice 
were so "many types of the several graces of Christianity 
The gold 01 Faiths the silver of Htype; the precious 
stones of Charity; the blue colour of the silKS, &c.. 
denoted the lifting up our hearts to heaven ]r a privilege 
conveyed to mankind by the. meritorious atonement of 
Jesus Christ ; the jfurpUy our warfare and tribulation for 
the sake of religion ; apd the crifMon, or, as the original 
words ( tolaghath $hani) signify, the 'double scarlet, the 
joint love of God and man. 

The tahepiaclt itself was a distinct type of the church 
of Christ, the Son of God ; for as the former was his 
ceremonial,^ sq the latter was his sniritual residence. It 
was built due East and Westj ana so are all Christian 
churches, to denote the rise and propagation of the 

that thej were permitted to make a tabemaole for the worabip of the 
true and living God, and to cany it about in honour of Him, This 
tabernacle wan ftiniiBhed with an axk, an oraole/an altar, dec, lika 
those of otlier nations. 
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gospely which was firgt preached in the east, and after- 
wards spread over the whole population of the western 
world, where it now flourishes more abundantly than in 
any other part of the globe. It was akK> intended to 
show further, the vast extent of the perfected church, 
which should reach in length from east to west; in 
breadth from North to Soutii ; and in compass, should 
ultimately include the whole habitable globe, and extend 
from earth to heaven. The tabernacle was* built rather 
for the jpreservation of unitv of worship, than as a place 
of itseli intrinsically holy, because GN>a is equally pre- 
sent in all places; tmd tms is also the peculiar design of 
Christian churches, f6r every individual member of 
Christ is a temple in which the Holy Spirit cf God 
resides. 

The wisest and best of men amongst the Israelites^ 
united ii^ the most perfect bond of harmony and peace 
to construct the tabernacle in the wilderness, as Solo- 
mon's temple was afterwards built, without the use 
of axe, hammer, of metal tool| so the spiritual build- 
ing of Christ's Church should be made perfect, with* 
out discord or contentious diq>utations, lor Ood is not 
the author of confusion, but peace. 

The three divisions of the tabernacle, tfiz., the outer 
courts which wto open to the people; the aanctuainff 
into which the priests were admitted ; and the holt( ^ 
Aoliesy to which none had access but the high pnest 
alone, wwe typicial of the constitution of the Christian 
church. The whole congregation of the people are 
denoted by the first; the bishops, priests, and deacons^ 
who perform the sacred offices of Christianity, by the 
second ; - and Jesus Christ himself, our eternal high 
priest, by the third. 

At the dedication of the tabernacle, the glory of the 
Lordj in the form of a palpable cloud, filled it within 
and without, and at lengm remained stationary over the 
tanctum sanctorum. This was figurative of Christ's uni 
versal presence in his church : and the eontiiiual protec- 
tion which he has promised to all his faithful worship- 
pers. A clou^ frequently used as peculiarW indicsr 
tive q£ the Divine presence. The token oi Noah's 
covenant was a bow set in a cloivl- God brought bis 
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people out of E^pt by a mllar of a cloud. Moses com- 
mtined with the Lord on Mount Sinai in a cloud. The 
dedication of the tabernacle and of tibie temple were 
sanctified by God in a cloud. Jesus Christ was trans- 
figured in a cloud; ascended up to heaven in a cloud; 
and shall come in a cloud to jucigment. 

The sanctum umctorum was a type of heaven, whither 
Christ has gone as our high priest to intercede before 
the throne of God in behaUT of his people. It was 
the immediate refiidence of the Deity, who dwelt be- 
tween the cherubim of the mercy seat in the form of a 
bright cloud. 

The typical meaning of the ark and its appendages is 
' this: the ark itself, made of imperishable materials, was 
a figure of Christ's body. It was composed of two sub- 
stances, wood and gold, typical of his two distinct 
natures, the human and divine. The three consecrated 
symbols it contained referred to the three sacred 
offices of Christ; the taJbies of the law pointed out 
his regal power ; the rod of Aaron to his priesthood ; 
and the pot tf manna^ with which the children of Israel 
were fed in the wilderness, to his prophetical office, bv 
which the souls of the faithful are fed, and nourished. 
The four rings which supported the ark, denoted the 
four ffospels; and the buds on Aaron'^ rod were sym- 
bolieal of the revival of the body at the final resurrec- 
tion. 

The mercy seat had a direct reference to Jeisus Christ, 
who is the true Haav^^wv or propitiatoiy, that reconciled 
mankind to the Father by his meritorious death. The 
cherry with their wings extended over the mercy seat, 
were emblematical of the angels who minister in the 
church of Christ.^ This covering of the ark concealed 

" The aymboUoal reference of the Chenibim to the four gveat 
Jewish prophets — ^the^ four Evangelists, and to the Savioar of man- 
kind, is thus applied, in reference to their compound form of a man, 
a lion« Ba ox, and an eagle. The man is applied to the prophet 
Isaiah, becanse of his prophecy of Christ bein^ bom of a Ytrffin, 
and takiuff on himself the form of a man. The Hon to Jerenudh, 
beoanse of his loud and alarming denunciations to his rebellions 
oountrymen. The oz to Bzekiel, bdcause that animal was tiie sym- 
bol of atonement ; and it was he who predicted the restoration of the 
TmpW and altar on which sach atonement was made. Hie eagle 
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the holy law of God from public view : bo Christ pro- 
tects his people iBrom the OTOcts^of the same law, whose 
letter is eternal deatlu^ 

The veil which separated the holy from the most holy 
place, was the sacred partition which prevented mankind 
from prying into th6 mysteries which were concealed in 
this temporary dispensation pbut -at ih^ crucifixion of 
Christ it was supematorally rent in sunder from the top 
to the bottom ; thus testifying thtft tl^ trpical worship 
was no longer necessary, now the end of all the^tjrpes 
was come to re-establish the true religion ; ' for me 
knowledge which was prohibited under the law, was 
fully revealed in tiie gospel; and as there was no access 
to God but through the veil, so there can be none in the 
Christian d^pensation but through the intercession of 
Christ. 

In the middle division of the tabernacle was the abar 



to Daniel, beoaiue he held oommimion with angelio beings, and was 
favoured with viaons in which events were oommnnioated whioh 
extend throughout all time till the end of the woild. 

A|;ain ; the man has been appropriated to Saint Matthew, because 
he furnishes the genealogy of Cluist as a man. The Bon to Saint 
Mark, becanse his Glospef commenbes with a voioe orykig la Ihe 
wilderness. Tbe ox to Saint Luke, who begins wilh a narratiYe of 
Zaoharias, the priest The eagle^to St. John, because in his Gospel 
he treats of the dirhiity of Christi and as an eagle soaring to 
heaven in the Apocalypse. 

The Cherub was also a symbol of the Messiah. The man of his 
numan nature ; ihe lion, as being the lion of the Tribe of Jndah ; 
tiie ox, because he was a priest-^tbat animal bemg the emUem of 
sacrifice ; and the eagle of his divine nature, 

^ ** There I w^l meet with thee; and I will commune with thee 
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which 
are upon the ark of the testimony, of all thinn whioh I will give 
thee in commandment xxpto the children of Israd.^ ^£x. xzv., 
On this passage Saint Gregpry observes : The pvopitntoiy sfgnififls 
Ihe Redeemer of the world ; and the two cherubims lookii^ on each 
other denote that the Old and New Testaments equally agree tx>n- 
oeming the one Mediator; the-formerpoiateth out, the latter exhibit- 
eth." Cyril also, in his iroxk on the Incarnation, s^ys, lhat the 
mercy seat is a symbol of Christ And Calvin dearly explains all 
the symbolic meanings of the cherubim thus : Bj uie stretdiinff 
out of their wings is meant, their readiness to do the will g£ God. 
By looking towards the mercy seat, the^ wait to know bis will and 
pieasnre. And being joined to the propitiatory^ symbolises that by 
the advent of Chxist, the heavens were opened, and the angels ascend 
and descend for the benefit of tme believers." 



40 



THB STAS IH THS BAM. 



if tncaiUy which was mnbolical of Christ, through 
whom maokind offer up their prayers as incenssy and the 
lifting up of their hands as an evening sacrifice. The 
anmn, if gold was figurative of Christ's regal dignity, and 
the kornt were expressive of his power. No ineense was 
offered but upon this altar; and no prayers are efficacious 
but such as are offered through Christ. The thew bread 
was typical of the disciples of Christ in all ages of the 
world, who are nourished by his doctrine to their final 
salvation; for Christ was we true bread of life. The 
gdden canMestick^'^ denoted tiie si^rior illuminations 
oerivable from the o{)eration of God's Holy Spirit under 
the gospel dispensation; the light was typical of the 
word ot God, and the aU of the graces and perf<ictions 
of Christian holiness. 

In the outer court was the altar for sacrifices, which 
was also sjrmbolical of our Saviour, whose sacrifice upon 
the altar of the cross was daily prefigured bv the in- 
numerable sacrifices which were here offered for sin. 
The laver symbolized the regeneration of baptism, which 
is the sacred rite of admission into the Christian church. 

The boards or pUlan which supported the tabernacle 
were emblematical of all faithful Christians, who are 
reprlBsented in Scriptui'e as pillars in the temple of God; 
the bars referred U> the mim^ters of Christ's' church; and 
Christ himself is the foundation, depicted by the ban 
and sockets; and as there were two sockets under every 

The golden candlestick, trith its burning and shining lights, both 
in the tabernacle and temple, was an ordinance of the Deity, to keep 
alive in the minds of his people the various manifestations of his divine 
person and will fa the patriarchal ages. Fire and light were the uni- 
form tokens of his appearance. Sometimes shining with a mild and 
gentle radiance^ like the inferior luminaries of a Mason's lodge, and 
at others', flanung fiercely Amidst clouds and darkness imd thunder- 
ings and noise. To Adam he manifested himself in the Shekinah, 
which kept th» gates of paradise ; — to Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, 
the. Deity appeared in a fiame .of fire. Nor were the appearances 
chimged when he visited Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. To Moses in 
tiie bush, and to the Israelites in the wDdemess, fire was his constant 
symbol. From these precedents, the adherents of a false religion 
proceeded to pay adoration, and make votive offerings to fire as a 
deity ; and the sun being the largest body of fire in the visible uni- 
verse, they conceived his divine residence to be in that planet, and 
made it aeoordingly the chief object of their worship, as being the 
nu^tic orinnal d the sacred element which was kept amtanvally 
alive in the hallowed recesses of their temples. 
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pillar, 80 they were intended to denote the two natores 

of Christ. 

It will be seen, that, in following the arrangement of 
the Master Mason's (or more properly the Past Master's) 
lecture, I have been as concise as possible in enumerat- 
ing the typical applications of the tabernacle and its 
appendages to Christianity, which was the true rdigion 
on which Judaism was. engrafted, for wise and inscruta- 
ble purposes; and if we ezan^ine the serrioes and other 
component^parts of the institution itself, we shall find 
that they all point equally to the same event, the coming 
of Shilon predicted by Jacob while the Israelites were in 
Egypt; aud the full establishment of Christianity, by 
the total subversion of this temporary and fijgurative 
institution. • 

The Annual Sacrifices were typical of the sacrifice of 
Christ. They cleansed the sinner from all moral as well 
as ceremonial defilement; but a repetition of them every 
year was essential, because of the imperfection of a 
system which necessarily ordained that one man should 
atone for another ; but the pne sacrifice of Christ, God 
as well as man, purifies the conscience for ever from sin. 
The burnt offerings were also typical of the same Divine 
personage. They .were burnt without the camp, and 
Christ was sacrificed without the city. Their blood was 
sprinkled on the ark of the covenant to propitiate the 
Deity who dwelt between the cherubims; and Christ's 
blood was poured out in the face of heaven as a sacri^ 
fice of a sweet^smelling savour, to wash away the sins 
';>f men. 

The scape goat, the paschal lamb, the cities of refuge, 
the daily sacrifices, the temple, were equally types of 
Christ; as the jubilee was of the Gospel, and Mount 
Zion of the Church. It is, in fact, unnecessary, in a dis- 
quisition of this nature, to multiply evidences for the 
purpose of proving that, the entire system of Judaism 
was typical of Christianity ; and consequently that salva- 
tion was then, as now, suspended on the indispensable 
condition of faith in the Mediator^ And this was not 
an obscure doctrine, partially understood by the Jews ; 
for their prophets were continually sounding it in their 
ears, and there was scarcely a generation firom Moses to 
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HalMhi whioh did not bear it enforced by tike awfbl 
sanction of rewards and pamshments. 

Hence as tbe glad tioings of salyation to be attained 
through Christ, were as andient as the tiiBe of man's 
sin;"^ and as they were constantly and unequivocally 
acknowledged by patriarchs and propheta until the 
actual appearance of Christ upon earth; we may safely 
pronounce that the one true and unchangeable reU^on, 
which extends from the beginning to the end of tune, 
and has hitherto been distinguished by the exftress appro- 
batidn of G-od in every gradation/ is that which is now 
known by the signiroant appellation of Christianity* 
But ffenmne Speculative Masonry has been alone pre- 
serred by the race of men who were the conservators of 
this reh^on; it follows, therefore, that Speculative 
Masons, m every age of the Worlds have been the ex- 
clusive professors of the true religion, or Christianity; 
and hence Masonry and religion have been cemented 
from the creation to the present time. 



» Joseph MedA. 
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5 

CHAPTfcR IV. 

BYERT BVBNT ALLUDED TO IN THB HISTORIOAL PA&T 
OF THE MASONIC LBCTURBS, HAS A DIBBCT RBFEBBNOB 
TO JBSUS CHRIST, OR THE CHRISTIAN RBUaiOW. 

The system which is now practised under the deao- 
mination of Freemasonry was originally an intellectual 
pursuit, which had God and his worship for its sole. ob- 
ject of meditation, and consequently was not by any 
means connected with a mechanical craft. Its name 
corresponded with its nature, for it was designated by a 
term signifymg light,* purity, or perfection. To trace 
the origin of its present appellation through all its vari- 
ous ramifications, amidst the gloomy days when igno- 
rance and barbaitsm had overrun the . world, were a 
forbidding and almost an useless task. We know that 
those ages abounded in operative architects, wha, taking 

* **The Star," sajB Halee, (OhroiL, vol. fo.73.) "aeen by the 
eastern Magi, could not have been an ordinary star or meteor; for 
when it reappeared on their waj to Bethlehem, it oondwHed them 
.till it came and stood over the house where the young child Was: 
It was probably the same glory of the Lord Which, on the night 
of the nativity, shone round about the pious shepherds near 
Bethlehem; and might, therefore, have been of a globular form, 
which ascended into, tke heavens, along with the celestial dioir, 
and might have been seen in its ascent by the Magi, at the 
distance of five or six hundred miles, diminished to the sise of a star 
or meteor, and rising from the land of Judea, in the south-west 
quarter of the horizon ; an unusual region, which must have strongly 
attracted their notice and attention. And if; according to Theo- 
.phylact, these Magi were the descendants of Balaam, ihe celebr»ted 
Chaldean divine, who prophesied of the Star to rise out of Jacob, and 
the Sceptre from Israel ; and also of the school of Daniel the prophet 
at Babylon, who was appointed Archimague by Nebudiadnessw, and 
foretold the predse time of the coming of Messiah the Prince; w 
may naturally aScount for their journey to Jerusalem: — their inqufanr 
— Uieir excessive joy on the reappearance of the Star; and thev 
adoration of the divine child, who was indeed a * light to lighten ths 
Gentiles, and a elory to his people Israel ;' the dayspring (9 orcmMky) 
from on high ; the bright and morning star ; the day star winch rises 
in our hearts." 
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advantage of the inanity of the few specnlatiye Masons 
who ooDtinued to practise our science in its native 
purity, boldly pronounced theoudvet the sole conser- 
vators of Masonry;^ while the unassuming Essenes were 
incompetent to unmask the pretenders, or to refute their 
confident assumption of our peculiar privileges. 

The historical part of our lectures has an undoubted 
reference to something of a higher and more exalted 
nature than the mere c<Mi8truction of sumptuous edifices f 
something which embraces the vital part of religion, 
and points to an exaltation from the grave of sin, and 
redemption firom eternal death. Privileges which were 

* I extrfMTt a pasuge from an article in the FreemasoiiB' Qoarteriy 
Reriew. by Bro. Goodwyn of Taunton, which bean on this subject. 
" Gn&a Masters Alfred and Athelstane faiduced a number of unem 
(the Freemasons) to come into this country, in order to build their 
oastles, churches and convents, and to re-establish the operations of 
the craft. The foreign artists who accepted these invitations, were 
some o^ those few wno had survived the ravages of- the barbarous 
tribes, and who were Christians^ and mosC of their Uader$ and directm 
ipert Clergymm; whidi fiict is one of the most substantial proofii 
that can be offered, that it wets not for their aseistanee i» the Operative 
art alone they were invited to England ; but also, that the Masters 
and Warders, being clergymen, and as must be thereby inferred, men 
of morals and learning, they mi^ht he the more eminently qualified to 
teoih and instruct the Spe^dative sdenee^ whilst the Operatives were 
engaged in the erection of those edifices which the propagation of 
Speculative Masonry, and the establishment of those laws which will 
ever throw the bnghtest lustre on the .pious and learned Alfred's 
reign, rendered ne^ssaiy." (Vol. iii., p^ 287.) It will be unnecessary 
fi)r me to ezf^ress my opinion that this Is a correct view of the case. 

' Caleott mforms us that ** in the minority of King Henry YL, a 
vezy respeotable Lodge was held at Canterbury, and tiiat a coat of 
arms, much the same as thsA of the London Company of Freemen 
Uasons, was used by them ; , whence it is natural to conceive that the 
faid Cpmpany is descended from tiie ancient fraternity ; and that in 
maar timas* no man was made free of that Company, until he vhu 
uMated tn $ome Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, as a neoessazy 

gualifioation. And it not odl^ appears, that, before the trovUes which 
appened in the reien of tins unfortunate prince. Freemasons were 
umveBsally esteomedi bat even King Henry himself was made a Mason 
in the year 1412, and many lords and gentlemen of the eout, afW 
his example, solicited and obtained aidmission into the fraternity. 
Andy by what follows, we find how very intent this prince was to 
•loqluie some knowledge of the fundamental principles, history, and 
tcaoitiQiis of Hie Royal Art, even before he was imtiated; and from 
wlieaoe may also be gathered many of Hie original principles of the 
anoient society, on whioh the institntbn of Freemasonry was 
engiafted.** 
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witmght out by the great Author and FiniBher of our 
faith and which eonsequentlj refer to him aa the object 
of their illuetrafion and fulfilment. 

The first great event to which our lectures refer, (for 
I shall take them in chronological order, and not as they 
occur in the illustrations,) is the creation of the world.^ 
Tins work was performed by Jesus Christ, and therefore 
its reference to the Christian religion need scarcely be 
insisted on. Like the initiation into the fi^t degree of 
Masonry, there was nothing before the creation but darJc" 
ness, a void space and undistingushable confusion. But, 
from this darkness, at the all powerful word of Christ, 
sprang a light of inconceivable brightness, which illumi- 
nated the newly-created universe ; like the light which 
bursts on> the aspirant's soul, when the bandages of 
ignorance are removed, and he beholds the first cheering 
ray of truth emanate from the shining light of integrity 
and devotipn. 

Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice than his bro- 
ther Cain."' 

The institution of sacrifices, at the fall, was intended 
to keep blive the great sacrifice of atonement by which 
Jesus Christ should expiate the consequences of Adam's 
sin. These sacrifices were, therefore, ordained to be 
bloody, as more expressly typical of that great event. 
And this was the sole intention of an ordinance which, 
abstractedly considered, could possess no efficacy what- 
ever. For what is there in the simple act of killing a 
beast, and ofiering certain parta^of its body and blood on 
an altar, that is capable of appeasing the just wrath of an 
ofifended God ? The sacrifice of Abel derived its merit, 
principally, from the expression of faith in the antitype, 
and obedience to the commands of Godr And these, accord- 
ingly, have been essential conditions of salvation from 
the origin of terteshial things ; and will remain so to the 
end of time. Hence, at the emigrations from Shinar, 
we find that every tribe which colonized any other part of 
the globe, preserved the rite of sacrificing pure and 
uncontaminated with the adulterations of reugion ; and 

* F. C. Lect., Seo. 2. Freemasonry would make tus aoanaint<»d 
with thiB important faott if aU existing records were destroyed. 
' £. A. p. Leot, 860. 3. 



46 



TBB STAB IN THB SA8T* 



thus with the type an indi&tinct knowledge of the anti* 
trpe was preserved in every nation of the world ; and 
me idea of one dyinff as an expiation to the gods, was 
not only believed, but practised in every system .of 
religion which prevailed among mankind, whd;her Jew 
or G-entile ; and the only reajBon why Abel's sacrifice was 
approved, and that of Cain rejected, was because the 
former being bloody, retained the typical reference to 
the great atonement, and the latter being unbloody, 
was ofiered in disobedience to GUkI's commands. But 
Abel himself was an^eminent type of Christ. Abel was 
a shepherd; Christ styles himself the good shepherd* 
Bighteous Abel was the first martyr for religion, and was 
offered to God as a pure and holy sacrifice; Christ, too, 
was offered without spot, as a martyr for the sins of the 
world. Abel was slain through envy, so was Christ; and 
as the offering of Abel was acceptable to God, so also 
was the offering of Christ. 

^^Noah was a just and upright man, and obtained sal- 
vation in the ark, when all the human race perished in 
the flood, except himself and righteous family."^ 

This event refers to the salvation which arises by vir^ 



ened to inflict on a guilty world, may be averted by 
taking refuge under the meritorious atonement of Christ, 
as Noah avoided the deluge bv entering into the ark, 
which floated on the waters oi destruction; while they 
overwhelmed all the faithless and unbelieving, who 
rejected the ark of safety which God had provided, under 
the deceitfol expectation tliat his threatenings i^ould 
never be executed. 

The terrible nature of this judgment has induced the 
unbelievers of the present day to pronounce it fabulousi 
But there is no fact better attested, equally from the 
testimony of sacred and profane writers, and from the 
deductions of reason. Many heathen authors have re- 
corded the circumstances of that tremendous display' of 
God's power and justice ; and St. Peter refers to it as 
expressly typical of our admission into the Christian 
covenant.'^ There exists a tradition of it in every nation 

• E. A. P. Lect, Sec. 3. U Pet iiL, 21 
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under heaven ;* and the memory was preserved amongst 
the ancient idolatm in their mysteries ; all of which bore 
an undoubted reference to this fact. 

At the ^nd festival which Abraham gave at the 
weaning of his son Isaac, Sarah detected Ishmael, the son 
of Hagar, the Egvptian bondwoman, in the act of teasinff 
and perplexing her son. She, therefore, remonstrated 
with Abraham, saying, ' Cast out this bondwonlan and 
her son, for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir 
with my son, even with Isaac.' She spake under the 
impulse of Divine inspiration ; well knowing that from 



serve the Lord with freedom, fervency, and zeal; and 
fearing that from too familiar an intercourse with a person 
of Ishmael's slavish extraction, the pure stock set apart 
for the preservation of G-od's true worship might become 
contammated with the degenerate vices of slavery .''^ 

This transaction is said by St. Paul to be allegorical of 
the two covenants of Judaism and Christianity. Ishmael 
was born after the flesh, Isaac after the spirit, by the 
immediate agency of God himself, which jshews the 
superiority of the Christian over the Jewish, or any 

" It ivHl appear from many oirciimgtaaoes in the more ancient 
writers, that tHe great patriarch, Noah, was highly reverenced by his 
posterity. Tfaev looked up to him as a person peculiarly favoured 
oy heaven, and honoured Imn with many tiHes ; each of whioh had a 
reference to some particular part of his history. They stQed him 
Prometiieus, Deucahon, Adas, Thenth; Zuth, Xutiius, Inachns, Osiris. 
When there began to be a tendency towards idolatry, and the adora- 
tion of the sun was introduced , by the posterity of Ham, the title of 



him Mev and Ma^^ which is the Moon, tne secret meaning of which 
name I shall hereafter shew. When colonies went abroad, many 
took to themselves the titie of Minyads and Miny» from him ; just 
as others were denominatiBd Achsmenidft, AuritsB, HeliadfiB, horn the 
Sun. People of the former name are to be found in Arabia, and in 
other parts of the world. The natives -at Orohomenos were styled 
Minyie; as were also snmo of the inhabitants of Thessaly. It was 
the ancient name of the Arcadians, interpreted XeXrjvncu, Lunares ; 
but grew obsolete. Noah was the original Zeus and Dios. He was 
the planter of the vine, and the inventor of fermented liquors; whence 
he was denominated Zeuti^, which signifiea ferment; rendered Zwf 
by Hie Grreeks. He was also Dionusos, interpreted by the Latins 
Baochtts, but very improperly. Bacchus was Chus, the grandson of 
Noah ; as Ammon may be in general esteemed Ham, so much reve- 
lenced by the Egyptians." (Bryant, AaaL, 8vo. ed., vol. iu.. p. 7.^ 
• E. A. P. Lect., Sec. 6. 



Isaac's loins should 





They also called 
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other religion : the latter generate to bondage, and are 
merely c^emonial ; the former is ^rfectly q>iritual, and 
leads to everlasting life. 

Abraham offered his mm Isaac in sacrifice, when it 
pleased the Lord to snbstitute a more agreeable victim 
in his stead.""^ 

As Isaac was an express type of Christ, so this event 
pointed out the great atonement ; Isaac was named by a 
celestial messenger before he was bom, so was Christ; 
Isaac carried the wood on which he was offered, and 
Christ barq the cross on which he was* crucified ; Isaac 
was offered on Mount Moriah ; Christ was offered on an 
adjoining mountain ; Jsaac was to suffer by his father's 
hand ; and whose sword was it that pierced Christ? Isaac 
was redeemed from death three days after Abraham was 
commanded to offer him up ; and Christ was raised from 
the dead three days after his actnal crucifixion. And 
lastly, Isaac became the father of the Jews, as Christ is 
the universal father of Christians, How can these very 
extraordinary coincidences be accounted for, on any other 
principle than type and alttitjrpe? And who can sit in 
a Masons* Lodge and hear them expatiated on, without 
feeling a conviction that the lectures of Masonry have a 
clear and indissoluble connection with the sacrea truths 
of religion? > 

"Jacob was the beloved son of Rebecca, the wife of 
Isaac, &c., &c. To escape from the fury of his brother 
Esau, &c., &c., he was sent by his mother into Mesopo- 
tamia, &c. Fatigued with his journey he lay down to 
rest, <&c., and dreamed a remarkable dream. A ladder, 
whose foot was planted on the earth, and whose top 
reached to the heavens, was filled with angelic messen- 
gers ascending and descending, and surmounted by the 
majesty of God, &c.,.&c. In this place the Lord entered 
Into a solemn lei^e and covenant with Jacob, &c*, 
4c., &c."" 

This ladder, which thus connected heaven and earth, 
had a plain reference to that religion which conveys to 
man the privilege of unre»triatea cohimunication with 
God j by means of prayer and meditation ; and the minis- 
tration of angels, as messengers of heaven, is plainly 
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pointed out. The angels attended our Savioat in every 
step of his divine mission. His incarnation was an- 
nounced by an angel ; Ms birth was carolled by choirs 
of angels; they watched with intense interest eveiy 
gradation of his great mediatorial undertaking. They 
were continually ascending or descendingj to convey 
tidings or to bring consolation; while his heavenly 
Father, from the summit of the l^der, beheld his conflict 
with the powers of darkness; saw him lead captivitv 
captive ; rejoiced in his transcendent victory over death 
and hell ; and at length received him amidst the triumph- 
ant acclamations of the heavenly ho'st. 

"Jacob wrestled with an anffel, and his successful 
contention was crowned with a blessing for himself and 
hisposterity."" 

Tne persevenmce of Jacob in his contest with the San 
of God, — ^for the holy personage who appeared to him at 
Peniel was no other than the second person in the 
Thnity, — shews the necessity of continual application 
for mercies by praver, if we expect to receive an answer 
to our petitions; for it was to this principle that Jacob 
was indebted for the blessing of God. 

"Moses took off his shoes by the command of God, at 
the burning bush in Mount Horeb,' that.he might be 
ready to oflfer up iiis prayers to the Almighty ; to thank 
him for mercies receivedi crave pardon for past offences, 
and implore his aid and protection in all future endea* 
vours."^ 

This extract carries with it its own interpretation. 
Prayer is an act of religion; our lectures recommend 
prayer; we practise it in every step of our proceedings; 
and, therefore, it is preposterous to argue that religion 
is excluded from our institution. 

"A great and mighty wind blew,, first from the east to 
facilitate the passage of the Israelites over the Red Sea 
in their escape from Egyptian bondage ; and then from 
the opposite point of the compass, which overwhelmed 
Pharaoh and bis host in their attempt to follow thetti."" 

This deliverance, which was preceded by the sacrifice 
of the passover, prefigured the deliverance of mankind 



» E. A. P. Leot., See. 3. R. A. Lect., Sec. 2. 

" E. A. P. Lect., Sec. 1. 
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firom sin by Jemxn Christ, denoted by the sacrifice of the 
immaccdate paschal Lamb, of which a bone was forbid 
to be broked. The passage through the Red Sea refers 
to baptism ; for as the Israelites were obliged to pass 
through the water before they could receive possession 
of the promised land, so it is necessary for Ohristians to 
be purified with the waters of baptism before they can 
obtain a title to the kinffdom of heaven. 

*^ The pillar of a cloud and of fire are thus represented 
in a Mason's lodge: • • • • • They were a light and 
a guide to the Israelites in their esci^ from tiie pro- 
tracted oppression of Egypt; and also preceded Pharaoh 
and his host to destruction in the Red Sea."^ 

The Israelites, who followed this pillar of a cloud by 
day, and of fire by night, represent the whole community 
of Christians following Jesus, the Captain of their salVli^ 
tion; and were they to forsake the path which he has 
marked out for them, they would soon be left to the 
uncertain guidance of their own inventions; and, like 
Pharaoh and his host, would perish ih the sea of destruc- 
tion. 

^^The Israelites were a rebellious and disobedient 
people; and were sentenced to wander in the wilderness 
forty ^ears. Here they were miraculously sustained by 
the mighty power of God. Bread was siven to them 
from heaven, and water issued from the dry rock at ^e 
word of Moses," &c«^^ 

The chequered scenes of good and evil to which Chris- 
tians are subject in this probationaoy state, are aptly 
compared to the miseries and fluctuations of the Israel- 
ites during their sojournings in the wilderness; and 
should make us anxious for a better country, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the hei^vens. The majnna 
pointed to Jesus the true bread of life ; the rock from 
which water was extracted by the agency of the miracu- 
lous rod of Moses, had a reference to that fountain of 
living waters, of which he who drinks shall thirst do 
more; the stretching out of Moses' arms while the 
Amalekites were subdued, was an emblem of the con- 
quest of sin and Satan, by the extension of Christ's arms 
upon the cross; the brcizen terpmt elevated on a pole, that 



^ F. C. Leot, Sec. 2. 



M. M. Lect, Sec. 5. 
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the laraelites inight look thereon and be healed, was sym- 
bolical of Christ's body exposed on the cross for the 
salvation of sinners ; and the blood of the saoifices signi- 
fied the blood of Christ, the seal of the covenant, by 
which our sins and iniquities are purged and done away. 

Moses caused a tabernacle to be erected in the wu- 
deraess as a repository for the tables of the law, as well 
as a place for the solemnization of divine worship,'' Ac, 
&c." 

The erection of the tabernacle, as well as the services 
of Jewish worship, having already been explained as 
typical of Christianity, I pass on to the buildmg of the 
temple by Solomon. 

On the spot of ground where this famous edifice was 
afterwards ereeted, ^* King David offered up his prayers 
to God, who was pleased to put a stop to the pestilence 
which then raged amongst his ^peojfle, as a punishment 
for his own imprudence, in havmg ordered them to be 
numbered ; and gave him a tokbn of reconciliation," &c., 
&c.*« 

This is an undoubted act of genuine religion ; and, as 
it forms one fundamental basis of our Lodge's consecra- 
tion, it holds out something more than an equivocal 
proof of the existence of rehgion within our walls ; it 
shews that our illustrations nave a tendency to elevate 
the heart to that sublime object who hath raised us from 
the grave of sin by the sacred points of Christian fellow- 
ship ; • hath instructed us in the terms of reconciliation ; 
ana given us the glorious Gospel, which points out the 
resurrection from the dead, and everlasting life in the 
paradise of God. 

There was neither axe, hammer nor metal tool used 
at the building of King Solomon's temple, so that 
nothing was heard among the workmen of Zion, save 
harmony and peace."^' 

This arrangement of the Most High, emblematically 
pointed out that peace, harmony^ and brotherly lave^ were 
to be charaateristic signs of the Gospel dispensation. 
The temple was built on Mount Moriah, one of the hills 
of Zton, which is the name given to the Christian 



« £. A P. Loot, S«c. 3. » Ibid., Sec. 2. 
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church; and Christ b the foundatioii-stone on which it 
is erected,** 

''The stones were carved, marked, and nnmbered in 
the quarrj from whence the^ were hewn; the timber 
was prepared and marked m the forest; and, when 
brought to Jerusalem and put together, each part fitted 
with such jp^rfect exactness, as made it appear rather 
the work of the great Architect of the universe, than an 
exertion of human skill."^ 

Every Christian is a stone in this spiritual edifice, 
which, when properly modelled and polidoied by t^e 
exercise of religion, and the practice of morality, and 
fitted for translation to a celestial building, he^s cemented 
with hii perfected brethren, by charity, into a beautiful 
temple prepared on earth, and put together in heaven. 

I might notice many other particulars, in this division 
of the lectures, whidi point out the intimate connection 
between Masonry and religion ; but enough has beeu 
said to prove the truth of the proposition, that the 
historical part of Masonry consists purely of unmixed 
religion ; and contains a regular series of undoubted refe- 
rences to Christianity. 

*° It 18 usserted by the Babbins, that Kioff Solomon received a 
secret from Asmodeua, aa eyii spirit, mentioned in the book of Tobit, 
who had usurped his throne, and afterwards became his prisoner. 
By the use of this he was enabled to' finish the temple wiuiout the 
use of axe, hammer, 6r metal tool; for the «tone sckamir^ wlnck had 
been presented to him by the deemon, possessed the property of cat- 
ting any other substance as a diamond outs glass. This, however, is 
wholly fabulous. Metal tools were used in the forest and the quarry, 
and it was by a very natural process that th^ buildhig was constructed 
without the p Dilution of these instruments. 

«' £. A. P. Lect, Sec. 2. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THB MORAUTT OF MA80NET IS PBBCISBIiT XHB BMXB 
AS THAT OF OBBISTIANITr. 

This division will consist almosi solely of the morality 
exhibited in the lectures of Masonry; for I conjecture 
that the doctrines will be found so closely alfied to reli- 

E'on, that comment will be sc^cely necessary. The 
ctures will be quoted from pubfications authorized by 
the Grand Lodge, and can, &etefore, be subject to no 
exception on thjp ground of authenticity.^ 

The great characteristic of Freemasoory which has 
excited so many unjust suspicions of its innocence, is the 
secrect/^ which has been inviolably observed respecting its 
peculiar mysteries, from the creation of the world to the 
present time* Our lectures enforce the practice by such 
arguments as these ; — Of all the arts which Masons pos- 
sess, the art of secrecy particularly distinguishes them. 
Taciturnity is a proof of wisdom; and is allowed to be 
of the utmost importance in the different transactions of 
life. The best writers have declared it to be an art of 
inestimable v^ue ; and that it is agreeable to the Deity 
himself may be easily conceived .from the glorious exam- 

^ Every quotation bTongfat forward in proof of Hub jpxopoBition 
wOl be selected from' detaonedparts of the leotnres already published 
in Prefton'0 HhutralionB," Hntohinaon^s Bpirtt of ICasonry," and 
IttWQod'8 Sefmonflv" under t&e aaaetion or i^probation of tiie Qiaad 
Lodge of England, and Webb's Monitor/* pc^lLdied under the 
ezpresa sanction of the Grand Lodge of Amerioa. 

' The system of secreoy embodied in the science of Freemasonry 
has ahnr^s been conaideied by the moinitiated as a great 0liimb]iii|f- 
hlock to Hs progresa. But nothing can be more abrard. Etoim 
leanied and intelligent liOoke, before he wu ifiiUated* Ladj 
Masham, that it if as his wish that the secrets of Masonry snoold be 
oommnnicated to all mankind, since there is nothing more troe than 
what the Mason* teach; that the better mo(i axe the mors they Iotc 
one'another; yirtae hayinc in itself someihlng so amiabls aa to cfamn 
die bearta of all who beheld it.*' 
5 
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pie which he gives, in concealing from mankind the secrets 
of his providence. The wisest of men cannot pry into 
the arcana of heaven ; nor can they divine to-day what 
to-morrow may bring forth."' 

The lectures define Freemasonry to be a science 
which includes all others ; which inculcates human and 
divine knowledge, and teaches man his duty to God, his 
neighbour, and himself."^ Here we have surely a decisive 
proof, in the very definition of our Order, that it is found- 
ed on religion ; for nothing but a religious system can 
inculcate this constellation of grand and importapt duties. 

" From east to west Freemasonry extends ; and between 
,the north and south in every clime and nation are Masons 
to he found. Our institutioil is said to be supported by 
wisdom, strength; and beauty; because it is necessary 
that there should be wisdom to contrive, strength to sup- 
port, and beauty to adorn all great and important under- 
takings. Its dimensions are unlimited, and its covering 
no less than the canopy of heaven. To this object the 
Mason^s mind is constantly directed^ and thither he hopes at 
last to arrive hj the aid of the theological ladder which 
Jacob in his vision saw extending from earth to heaven; 
the three principal rounds of which are faith, hope, and 
charity ; which admpnish us to have feith in God, hope 
in immortality, and charity to all mankind."* 

Faifh, hope, and charity, are virtues connected with 
religion, if any affinity can be traced between religion 
and morality. But charity, united with faith and hope, 
is pure Christianity. Faith imprints a strong sense of 
duty on the mind, and displays the glorious prospect of 
an eternal reward. Hope vigorously discharges the duty, 
under a strong assurance that tho reward is attainable. 
But charity surmounts all difliculties, turns duty into 
delight, and contributes to a iinal consummation in glory. 
Hence arises the most exalted pfefogative of charity over 
all other gifts and perfections. Charity is the distin- 
guishing characteristic of the Dejty, . All other virtues 
are mortal r charity alone is immortal. It will beam 
resplendent rays through all eterifity, and, like the cbh- 

• E. A. P. Le<^.; Sec. 1, quoted from Preston. 

• B. A. lidOt, Sec. 2, ftom Webb. 

^ £. A. P. Leot., See. 4, ftrom Webb. 
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TRAL STAR of heaven, shall utterly extinguish all inferior 
lights by its unfading lustre. Charity never faileth," 
says a great Christian teacEer; <*but whether there be 
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, 
they shall cease ; whether there be knowledffe, it diall 
vanish away.*'* These gifts being adapted solely to the 
imperfect state of human nature, their utility will cease 
in a state of absolute perfection. Even the glorious habits 
of faith and hope, though essential qualifications in this 
mortal state, will have no part in the heavenly life, 
because they are but earthly virtues ; for charity is the 
only stqp which penetrates the clouds^ even to the throne 
of God. The tmie will come when, seeing the things 
which are now unseen, we shall not need the evidence of 
faith ; possessing the rewards now hoped fmr, we shall 
not want the assurance of hope. Bat when faith and 
hope shall have had their perfect end and consummation, 
charity will exist, covered with all its brilliant glories, 
and overshadowed with a radiance which can si^er no 
diminution. Hence the true Mason will be transported 
beyond all bounds, when placed in the immedjpte presence 
of the majestic Object of his former faith and hope, and 
in the actual enjoyment of celestial bliss. The inexpres^ 
sible excellency of the diYine light will continually supply 
him with firesh ardour of affection, with renewed senti- 
ments of adoration. In tlfis Grand Lodge, all will be 
immutably perfect and happy, under the influence of 
universal charity. As there will be no wanfs to relieve, 
no distress to pity, all in that blessed assembly will enjoy 
a plenitude of oliss, emanating from the sacred Source of 
infinite goodness, truth, and mercy. The souls of the 
just will fonri but one glorious company with the angels 
and archangels ; possessed of one mind, and with one voice 
recounting the praises of the spotless Lahb. With 
thoughts, capacities, and powers having but one tendency, 
one cenitre, th^y will all unite to adore the Great I AM, 
in peace, harmony, and brotherly love. 

" Every well-governed Lodge is fttmished with the Holy 
Bible\ the Square^ and the Compass. The Bible points out 



the square teaches to regulate our conduct by the princi- 



the path that leads to happi: 




and is dedicated to God ; 



1 Cor. 0. riii., t. 8. 
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pies of morality and virtue, and is dedicated to the mas- 
t^) the compass teaches to limit our desires in eyeij 
station, aad is dedicated to the brethveo. The Bible is 
dedicated, to the service of Qod, because it is tbe iuesti- 
mable gift of OtoA to man; the square to the master, 
because, being the proper masonic emblem of his ofiSice, 
it is constantly to remind him of the duty he owes to the 
liodge over which he is appointed to preside; and the 
oompass to the Craft, because, by a due attention to its 
use, they are taught to regulate their desires and keep 
their passions, within due bounds«''^ 

The onuEmenmZ purts of a Lodge are, the Mosaic pave- 
ment, the indmted Tressel, ai^d the blazing Star, The 
Mosaic pavement is emblematic of human lue, chequered 
with good and evil f the beautiful border by which it is 
enoomnassed, those blessings and comforts which surround 
us, ana which we hope to obtain by a faithful reliance on 
Divine Providence, hieroglj/^hicaUy represented by the 
blazing star in tbto centre* The moveable and hnmovea- 
ble jewels are the square, the level, and the plumb-rule, 

' E. A. P. Cect, Sect. 6, feom Webb. 

^ It U remarkable that this desoiiption of tesselated pavement was 
in use aU oyer the world. The Bomans left behind them many beau- 
tiful specimens, which haye been discoyered in modem timesi m yari- 
ous parte of oar own island, and are still preseryed with great care as 
inyalaable relics of the state of the fAiM in the first ages of Ghiisdanit^. 
But we are famished wiili records of this kind of work at periods 
much more remote. In tiie royal palace of Shushan, when Ahasueros 
gaye a rqyal feast to his nobles, the beds, or, in other words, tibe 
triclinia, or banquettin^ couches, were of gold and silyer, upon a 

?avemeni ofrtd^ and andwkUe, and blcuik marble. (Esth. 1,6.) 
^he yoluptaous Egyptians, who exhausted their ingenuity in the 
inyention of new luxuries to please the taste of a pampmd nobility, 
ysed, in common with painted walls and ceilings, the mosaic paye- 
ment, richly tesselated. In the palace of Cleopatra, these payements 
were inlaid with preoious stones. And in India, the floors of tiie most 
sacred temples, or at least the adyta, were enriched with poUshed 
stones disposed in small squares or tesseva, which reflected the beams 
of tiie sun in a yariety oi splendid colours. On a similar principle 
tiie floor of a Masons' Lodge has been constructed, which is thus in 



be miperfect, if a strict regard to uniformity and prof^riety had not 
been obseryed throughout the entire arrangement. This is a staiking 
eyidence of the unity of design with which the great plan of Freema- 
sonry was originally constracte.d. How minutely soeyer the parts or 
elements may appear to be disposed, they each and all oondnoetoflie 




same 




man. 
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the rough and perfect ashler, and the tressel board. These 
appear to be mere instrumentB of labour; but the moral 
to which they respectively point, renders them jewels of 
inestimable value. The square teaches morality and 
justice ; ihe level equality, and the plumb-rule integrity. 
By the rough ashler we are reminded of our rude and 
imperfect state by nature; by the i>erfact ashler that 
state of perfection at which we hope to arrive by a vir- 
tuous education, aided by divine ^ace; and the tressel 
board Hemind? us that, as the operative workman erects his 
temporal building agreeably to the rules and designs laid 
down by the master on his tressel board, so should we 
endeavour to erect our spiritual building agreeably to the 
rules and designs laid dewn by the Supreme Architect of 
the universe in the Holy Bible, which is a Mason's spirit* 
ual tressel board. Tfuu book^ which i» never closed in any 
Lodgey reveals the duties which the Great Master of aU 
exacts from us; and were we conversant therdn and 
adherent thereto, it would bring us to ^ a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.' . ^ ^ 

These are Extracts from the abundant stores df morality 
and religion contained' in the masonic Lectures*^® Can i^ 
then, be contended, with any degree of reason, that tiiey 
' have no reference to religion— niiy, to Christianity ? But 
to silence every possible objection, to remove every eavil, 
I shall penetrate still deeper into this mine of precious 
stones ; assured at every step of meeting with some valu- 
able gem. If there be any truth in a plain symbol, or 
anv dependence on the illustration, the following extract 
will abundantly prove that no Lodge can be esteemed 

• E. A. P. Leot., Sec. 5, from Webb. 
It will hare been observed by our well-mstracted brethren, that 
I have cited Hie Lectures as thej existed before their revisMn by I>r. 
Hemming, mider the authority, I belieye, of the Grand Lod^. Suoh 
a revision would dej^end, in a great measuref on the personal taste of 
die Brother comnussioned to effect the altoratioii; and, it must. be 
oonfessed, that many passageshave been retained which are company 
tively worthless, ana others omitted which were highly iUostrattveaMl 
useful. The worthy Doctor, indeed^ had a task imposed on him 
no common bterest. His path was beset with diffiomtieB ; and it is to 
be feared that a slight feeling of prejudice was one of them, arising 
oat of a drcomstance then existbg, which was extremely unfavoura- 
ble to his Uibours. A new arrangement of tiie Lectures, Mtii «f Graft 
and of B. A. Masonry, is much to be desired. 
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perfect, whick ooes not contain a visible and self-inter- 
preting emblem of the Christian religion: — 

**In all regularly constituted lodges there is represent* 
ed a certain point wkhin a drde^ the palat representing 
an individual brother; the circle representing the boun- 
dary line of his duty to God and man; beyond which he 
is never to suffer his passions, prejudices, or interests, to 
betray him on any occasion* This circle is embordered 
by two perpendicular parallel lines, representing St. John 
the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who were 
perfect parallels in Christianity as well as Masonry ;^ and 
upon the vertex rests the^book of the Holy Scriptures, 
\raich point out the whole duty of man. In goin^ round 
this circle we necessarily touch upon these two bnes, as 
well as on the Holy Scriptures; and whilst a Mason 
keeps himself thus circumscribed, it is impossible that 
he should materially err.".^ 

To the Holy Scriptures the Lectures frequently refer. 
The masonic ladder, say they, stands firmly with its foot 
on the Holy Bible, whilst Its summit is lost amidst the 
clouds of heaven. Can an^hing be founded en the Bible, 
and have no connection with reUgion? Impossible! This 
ladder, by which we all hope to ascend to the glorious 
arch of heoifen at the final consummation of all things, is 
a direct tvpe of religion; for religion is founded on the 
Holy Bible, and is sodded with innumerable theological 
virtues, which point the way to everlasting bliss. 

We now come to the fifth section of entered Appren- 
tice Masonry, which inculcates the mdst instructive 
lessons ; it expatiates on brotherly love, relief, and truth, 
and enforces a strict regard to the four cardinal virtues- 
temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice: — 

"Bv the exercise of orotherly love we are taught to 
regard the whole human race as one family; the high 

" In Dr. Hemming'B rerision the two St Johns have been ex- 
punged fratn the Leotare»; altiioufih in the provinces, ahnost ereiy 
lodge festival is still celebrated, eilher en the anniyersary of St. John 
tiie Baptist, in June, or St John the Eyangelist in December. It 
is an innova^n in the ancient Lecti^res ; and as a Christian Mason, 
I most eamestiv wish to see these two parallels restored; which 
might easil^r be done without prejudioe to tne two more ancient mir 
sonio worthies, Moses and Solomon. 
£. A. P. Leot, Sec 5. from Webb. 
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and low, the rich and poor ; who, as ohildren of one 
Almight^ Parent) and inhabitants of the same planet, 
are to aid, support -and protect eaob other.;.. On this 
principle Masonry unites men of every .county,' sect/ 
and opinion, and ponciliat^ ' true frie9cbbip^.^9ng6t 
those who might otherwise have remained at,a jS^erpetual 
distance.^ Relief is the next tenet of our profeission. To 
relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men, par* 

^ Thd late Majcqais of Hastings, in hi» celebrated Reply to an 
Address presented to him on his leaving Calcutta, in Dec, 1822, by 
the fraternity of Freemasons, as the Grand Master of the Sast, at- 
tributes the civilization of man to the operation of this principle. 
••The veil thrown over Masonry,'* says he, •^renders its operation 
silent and unobserved v yet the influence of a body spread throujrii all 
classes of society, pervading every cirde, and diffusing (though b^ its 
separate members) opinions digested and matured, from remote penods, 
in the brotherhood, must be powerful in its effect. I think the traces 
of its useful sway are discoverable, if we cast our eyes on olden times.^ 
Reflect on that senu-barbaiism which Was the condition of all the 
states of £urope in ages not long past. ^ What apparent cause was 
there for a sudden and rapidly progressive mitigation of the rude 
oppressions which characterised tne day X If none such can confi- 
dentiy be pointed out, is it not reasonable to recur to an agency 
which, while it is unobtrusive, must in its very nature be active? 
The secrecy observed in masonic piboeedin^ps, and the rigid scrutiny 
exercised into the private character of candidates for admission, ex- 
cited tiie curiosity of the higher ranks ; and at the same time re- 
moved every fear of their discrediting themselves b^ becoming 
members of the fraternity. Once initiated, they reee%ved lesfims 
which never could have reached them in any other ntuation* Thej* 
were taught that throughout the necessary gradations in a commum- 
ty, and amid the- unavoidable distinctions ailsing from talents or 
property, man was still the brother of man^ This primary position 
once adopted, all ooroDaries from it were readily embraced* The 
doctrine imbibed in the lodge became the rule of action for the man 
of niight in his pubUo sphere; ^d his example disseminated the 
principles of humanity and justice, to the utmost ezteht of the circle. 
Surely this if not a visionary supposition. Observe the difference of 
character between the nations of Europe where Masonry has JUmriskedt 
and those in which it has been proscribedt and let the contrast^ so fa^ 
vourable for the former^ support my hypothesis. The proof Will be 
still stronger if you advert to the despotism, the ferocity, the degra- 
dation of mankind, in the Asiatic regions, where no casual ray of 
Masonry has ev^ pierced the gloom. In Europe, what were onoe 
masonic principles are so genendly prevalent, that it would now be 
difficult to make it believed that tiiey were once acknowledged only 
in a confined society. Yet it is well that the sanctuary for them 
should still exist. Our forms are only constant inciilcations to ns of 
the moral rules which ought to be observed in all times, oaee^ and 
bituations.'* 
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tieolarly on Hasoni, who are linked together by an india* 
floluble cham of dnoere affeotion. To sootiie calamity, to 
alleviAtd miflfortune, to compaBsionate misery, and to re- 
Btore peace te thq troubled mind, ia the grand aim of the 
true IpaoB* Qn this basis he establishes his friendships, 
and forms* his connections. Truth is a divine attribute, 
and the foundation of every virtue. To be ^ood and 
true is the first lesson we are taught. On this theme 
we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavour tp ref- 
late our conduct : influenced by this principle, hypocnsy 
and deceit are unknown; sincerity and plam deaUng difih 
tinguisfa us ; while the heart and the tongue join in pro* 
moting each other's welfare, and rejoicing in each other's 
prosperily."" 

^« Without title cardinal virtues, of which Prudence is 
the chief, the name of Mason is an emnty title, aad but 
a painted bubble. Phronsesis, the emblem of prudence, 
is the first and most exalted object that demands our 
attention in the lodge. It is placed in the centre, ever 
to be present to the eye of the Mason, that his heart 
may be' attentive to her dictates, and steadfast in her 
lawB4 for prudence is the rule of all virtues; prudence 
is the ]^ath that leads to every degree of propriety ; pru- 
dence IS the channel Whence se&approbation flows for 
ever; she^ leads us forth to worthv actions, and, as a 
blasing star, enliffhtees us through the dreary and dark- 
some paths of life. That Fortitude should be the cha- 
racteristic of a Mason, we need not argue^; by which, in 
the midst of pressing evils, he is enabled always to do 
that which is agreewle to the dictates of riffht reason. 
Temperance, also, must be one of his steadfast princi- 

Iiles, and must moderate or restrain his passions, especial- 
y in. sobriety and chastity. We regard temperance 
Uttder the vanous definitions of moralists, as constituting 
honesty and decencv ; and in all its potential parts insti*- 
tuting meekness, clemency, and modesty. We profess 
Justice, as dictating to us to do right to all, and tq yield 
to every man what belongs to him. The cardinal virtues, 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, hold in 
their train the inferior powers of peace> ooncord, quiet- 
nesay liberty, safety, honour, felicity, piety and charity; 



£. A. P. Leot* Seo 6, from Preston. 
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with many othen* which were adored by the aneients in 
those ages when they confounded mythology with the 
worship of the Divinity. Within the starry girdle of 
prudence, all the virtues are enfolded. We may i^ply 
this emblem to a still more religious import : it represents 
the star which led tiie wise men to Bethlehem; pro- 
claimed to mankind the nativity of the Son of God ; and 
here, conducting our spiritual progress to the Author of 
our redemption."" 

Such are a few detached extracts from the Lectures of 
the first degree. They proclaim^ with a conviction su- 
perior to all argument, the intimate union which subsists 
between Mascnary and Religion, between Masonry and 
Christianity. They shew further, that our pursuits are 
neither trifling nor insignificant, for they emorace topics 
of general and unfading interest; topics- on which the 
most celebrated philosophers and moralists of all ages 
have exercised their ingenuity, to promote equally the 
welfare of man and the glory of Goa» 

The second degree is devoted to the study and illus- 
tration of human science: and to trace the greatness and 
majesty of the Creator, by minutely analyzing his works. 
The intellectual faculties expand as a desire of know- 
ledge increases; and by the studies attached to this 
degree, the mind is elevated to a comilmnion with its 
Haker. What a field for moral investigation and critical 
research do the liberal sciences afibrd ! T^ie subtleties 
of ^ammar, rhetoric, and logic; the wonderfol combi- 
nations of arithmetic; the universal applrcatton of ge- 
ometry, 'the delicacy of .muaic, and the sublimity of 
astronomy, have each a separate charm to win the heart, 
and point to a Creator. The organization of the human 
body is another sublime subject to which the attention 
is particularly directed in this Lecture. It embraces 
every branch of one of the great divisions of Masonry, 
its operative part ; and hence the disquisitions are rather 
minute on the fiv« orders of architecture, the use and 
f( application of the globes, and other important objects 
connected with usenil science. In the second section, 
the creation of the world, and the divine appropriation 
of the seventilst day for the purposes of rest and devotioni 



" £. A. P. Led 8eo. 6, from HatohiiifloiL 
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are expatiated -on, as was the unifoim practice of our 
ancient bretbren many thousand years ago; and the 
following extract will shew the object they had continu- 
ally in view : In six days God created the heavens and 
the earth, and rested on the seventh day; therefore, our 
ancient brethren dedicated the seventh day as a period 
of rest from their labours : thereby .enjoying frequent 
opportunities to contemplate the glorious woriu of the 
creation, and to adore the great Creator." 

I shall quote but little from this Lecture, because the 
illustrations are chiefly scientific ; but they all have a 
moral and religtous tendency ; and the Lecture concludes 
with that precept^ to which every point of discussion 
had a direct reference. It exhorts us to fear God, the 
great Geometrician of the universe; and at all times, 
and on all occasions, cheerfully to submit to his injunc- 
tions, and to obey his precepts, which are holy, just, and 
good."i* 

The third degree.is the cement of the whole : it binds 
men together by the mystic points of feUowskipy as in a chain 
of indissoluble afiection, and teaches them to love their 
neighbour as themselves, as the best means of evidencing 
that the love of God is shed abroad in their hearts* But it 
does more than this,— it asserts positively the resurrect 
tion of the body, and points to a future state, in which 
those who have endured sujSerings in this world to pre- 
serve their virtue and religion from profanation, shall 
meet a suitable reward : while the vsricked shall W cast 
out as unworthy of a place in the heavenly country, and 
receive the horrible punishment they have imprecated 
on themselves. 

The first point incites us to brotherly love : that love 
which renders spontaneous assistance in time of press- 
ing need, i^thout the venal hope of receiving an equiva- 
lent, for tjtie reward is from aoove. The second point 
inculcates universal benevolence ; which must derive its 
satisfaction from a source distinct from, and independent 
of, human approbation : I mean the reflection that it will 
ensure the i^robation of God, to which a fewwi is 
attached beyond the reach of calumny. This enables 
the benevolent tfason to pursue his -glorious career like 
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the sun in the iSnnament, which, though temporarily 
intercepted by clouds which obscure his brightaess, soon 
dispels the unsubstantial vapour, resumes his dignity, 
ana bursts upon the world with a brightness more vivify- 
ing from the effects of his temporary obscuration* The 
third point teaches the duty and necessity of prayer to 
God, without which, as a solemn act of reUgion, nothing 
we can be engaged in can reasonably be expected to 
prosper. The fourth point inculcates secrecy^ and points 
out the consequences of betraying the confidence re-, 
posed in us by -a friend and brother.^^ For Masonry askfi, 
if you envy the prosperity of a Brother, and wound 
him in the tenderest part by revealinff his secrets : if 
you believe and propagate the tale of defamation whis- 
pered by the slanderer to his prejudice : if vou cherish 
and encourage the evil passions of envy, hatred, and 

Svenges if. you refuse to forgive injuries, and blot 
em out from your recollection : how shall you estab- 
lish the reputation either of Masonry or Christianity? 
The fifth point teaches us to bi^iy in oblivion a Brother's 
faiMngs, and to raise his virtues from the tomb : to speak 
as well of him in his absence as in his presence : ard if, 
unfortunately, his life be irregular, and his morals tainted 
with crime, to my nothing ra^er than drfame; for Masonry 
prefers silence to slander, as Masons always pour the heal- 
mg balm of consolation into the wounds which tyranny 
or inhumanity may have inflicted ; to avert the pressure 
of calamity, and make the wide w'^ heart to sing for joy 
The moral and religious precepts of the third d^ee 
ariEie out of emblems peculiarly adapted to its nature and 
end. 

^* The Pot of Incense is an emblem of a pure heart, 
which is always an acceptable sacrifice to the I)eity ; and 

This is an ilhistratioii of the masonio Ke^. In our Traoing 
Boards this emblem is most unaccoontablj and unproperly omitted. 
The Key is one of the most important symbols of Freemasonry, and 
ought to be prominently kept in view. To the uninitiated, or im- 
penectly taught Mason, it bears the appearance of an inanimate 
metal instrument, whose use is obviouAl^ confined to the perfonn* 
anoe of one simple act. Bat the^weil-mstruoted Brother views it 
with a different eye. He beholds in it the symbol which teaches him 
to keep a tongue of good report ; to speak as well of a Brother In 
his absence as in his presence, and even better; because, when pre- 
sentt he has an opportunity of defending himself. 
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as this glows with fervent heat, so should oar hearts con-* 
tinaally glow with gratitude to the great and beneficent 
Author of our existence, for the manifold blessings and 
comforts we enjoy."" 

" The Bee^ioe is an emblem of industry, and recom- 
mends the practice of that virtue to all created beiu^, 
from the highest seraph in heaven to the lowest reptile 
in the dust," Ac, Ac.** 

" The SiMtd pointing to a naked Heart, demonstrates 
that justice will sooner or later overtake us; and al- 
though our thouffhts, words, and actions >may be hidden 
from the eyes of men, yet that ALL-ssBma Etb which 
the suHy moon, and etar^ obev, and under whose watchful 
care even comets perform their stupendous revolutionsi 
pervades the inmost recesses of the human heart, and 
will reward or punish us according to- our works."* 

" The Anchor and Ark are emblems of a well-grounded 
hope and a well-spent life. They are emblematical of 
that divine Ark which safely bears us over this tem- 
pestuous sea of troubles } and that Anchor which shall 
safely moor us in a peaceful harbour^ where the < wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest.' "** 

The Hour-glass is an emblem of human life. Behold 
how swiftly the sand runs^ and how rapidly our lives are 
drawing to a close ! We cannot without astonishment 
behold the little particles which «re contiiined in this 
machine, pass away almost imperceptibly, and yet, to 
our surprise, in the^ short space of - an hour all are ex- 
hausted. Thus wastes human life. At the end of man's 
short hour, death strikes the blow, and hurries him off 
the stage to his long and darksome resting-place; for 
there is no escape from the piercing arrows of death. 
The thick walls of the palace of a king, with the clay- 
built cottage of the lowly pauper, are equally pregnable 
to his darts. Strength or weakness, health or siokness, 
riches or poverty, all — all, in one undistinguishable level, 
fall beneath his mighty arm. Wherever he levels his 
bow, the mark is certain : the victim falls, the silken 
cord of life is cut in twiun, and the mourners weep about 
the streets; for the re-unioh of soul and body, when 
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once thus sepaiated, exceeds all hmnaa power: snob 
hath been man in every ase of the world ; such in man 
in his present most exalted moments, and sach are each 
of us. To-day» perhi^ the son of prosperity and joy 
shines u|K>n our persons and our families; health and 
strengjth invigorate our own persons and those of our 
beloved friends, and we only feel for the sorrows of 
anothef s woes ; but to-morrow some friendly heart may 
sigh over our own breathless corpse, ^ Alas! my Bro- 
ther/"*^ 

" The Sei/the is an emblem of time, which cuts the 
brittle thread of life, and launches us into eternity. What 
havoc does the scythe of Time make among tible human 
race ! If by chance we escape the numerous evils inci- 
dent to childhood and youth, and arrive in perfect health 
and strength at the y^ars of vigorous manhood, yet 
decrepit old age -will soon follow, and we must be cut 
down by the all-devouring scythe of Time, and be 
gathered into the land where our fathers are gone before 
us/'» 

The Coffin unth the ShuU and Crats Bom are em- 
blems of mortality, and. cry out with a voice almost 
more than mortal, ^ Prqpare to meet thy OodJ Infancy or 
youth, manhood or old age — all must pass to the embrace 
of corruption. ' How often do we see the tear of sor- 
row moistening the cheek of venerable age, while hang^ 
ing over the corpse of a beloved son or daughter, snatched 
from life in youth and beauty ! How often do we see 
the stronff features of manhood distorted or broken by 
unaffected grief, while hanging over the grave of a be- 
loved wife, or even of an infant child ! How often do 
we drop a tear when we behold the diseonsolate widow 
leading her trembling orphans from the grave of their 
departed father; and, before she could leave the hallowed 
ground, turn round to heave the farewell sigh, when her 
sorrows were too great to weep.' 

The three Steps usually delineated upon a master's 
carpet, are emblematical of the* three principal sti^B^es of 

M. M. Leot., Sec 7, itom Webb and Inwood. 
M. M. Leot, Seo. 7, tern Webb. 
M. M. Lect., Seo. 7, from Inwood. 
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human life, yoatli, manhood, and old age. In yonth, as 
entered Apprentices, ^e ought induBtnously to occupy 
our minds m the attainment of useful knowledge; in 
manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should apply our know^ 
ledge to the discharge of our respective duties to GK)d, 
our neighbour and ourselves; that so in old age, as 
Master Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflections con- 
sequent on a well-spent ufe, and die in the hope of a 
glorious immortality."** h 

" The Sprig, of Acadd!^ points to that state of moral 
obscurity to which the<world was reduced previously to 
the appearance of Christ upon learth : when the reve* 
rence and adoration due to the Divinity were hwried »i 
the filth and nMnth of the world ; when religion sat 
mourning in Israel in sackcloth and ashes, and morality 
was scattered to the four vnnds of litaven. In order that 
mankind might be preserved tcom this deplorable state of 
darkness and destruction, and as the old law was dead 
and become rottenness^ a new doctrine and new precepts 
were wanting to give the key to salvation, in the language 
of which we might touch the ear of an offended Deity, 
and bring forth hope for eternity. True religion was fled ; 
those who sought her through the wisdom of the ancients 
were not able to raise her; she eluded the grcup^ and their 
polluted hands Were stretched forth in vain tor her restora- 
tion. Those who sought her by the old law were 
frustrated, for death had etepped between tiiem, and 
corruption had defiled the embrace; sin had beset her 
steps, and the vices of the world had overwhelmed her. 

• 

" M. M. Lect., Sec. 7/fiom Webb. 

^ The Acacia is thus described by botanists. The Acacia, or 
Egyptian Thorn, is a genus, the characters of which are these : — 
The flower consists ouljr of one leaf of a funnel shape, and oontains 
a great number of stamina. The flowerd are commonly ooUeoted in 
clusters, or little heads ; the pistil arises from the bottom of the flow- 
er, and finally becomes a silliquose flruit divided into several hollows, 
and containing a number of 'roundish seeds. Amount antiquaries, 
the acacia denotes something resembling a kind of rou or bag, which 
is seen on medals in the hands of several of the Consuls and Emperors, 
from the time of Anastasius. According to Da Cange, the oMtaua, 
properly so called, iraa a purple ba^, filled widi earth, and borne by 
the prince in his left hand, to remind him of kis frailty and imnufT- 
tality. 
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The Oreat Father of all, commiserating the miseries of 
the world, seiKt his only Son, who was innocence (aKaM«e) 
itself, to teach the doctrine of salvation : by whom man 
was RAisBD from the death of sin vnto a hfe of righieousness ; 
from the tomb of corruption, unto the chambers of hope ; 
from the darkness of despair to the celestial beams of 
faitibi ; and not only workmg for us this redemption, but 
making with us the covenant of regeneration, whence we 
become the children of God and inheritors of the realms 
of heaven."*' 

Here, then, I shall close my extracts from the Lectures 
on Masonry. Ii they do not refer to religion, thev have 
no meaning whatever : and I will submit to the inference 
which may then be deduced, that Masonry is a triflinff 
and unimportant pursuit. All the general truths of 
religion, as they are received among Christians, are here 
brought into a lucid point of view, and their practice 
enforced from a consideration of the awful doctrine of 
friture retribution. 

I decline entering, in this place, on the Royal Arch 
Degree, for reasons which will oe obvious to the consider- 
ate Mason. It is so intimately blended with all that is 
dear to us in another state of existence, and divine and 
human affairs are interwoven so awfully and minutely in 
all its disquisitions, that it would be almost impossible to 
enlarge upon the subject without rending the veil which 
conceals the most sublime mysteries which can engage 
the attention of man ; suffice it to say, that the degree is 
founded on the name of Jehovah,^ as Christianity is 

" M. M. Leot., Sec. 7, from Hutchinson. Many other moral illus- 
trationB may be found on reference to the last edition of Preston. 

* The true pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton is undoubtedly 
lost. Those who think, say the authors of the Universal History, that 
Jehovah is the ri^ht pronunciation, are far enough from being sure 
of it. It is plain ttiat the ancients wrote it very differently from them. 
Sanchoniatho spells it Jevo ; Diodorus Sicidus, Maorobius, Clemens 
of Alexandria, St. Jerome, and Origen, pronounced it Jao, The 
Samaiitai^s, and after them Epiphanins and Theodoret, call it Jave or 
JahtM Others of the ancients write it Jahoh, Javo, Jaon, Jaho, and 
Jahoa. Amonff the moderns, Capellus is for pronouncing it Javo ; 
Drusius contends for Jave ; Hettinger for Jehva ; Mercer will have it 
Jehovah ; Castilio says Jovah ; and Le Clero Jaivoh or Jowoh. Some- 
thing like these the Romans had in their Jovis^ to which Yarro 
fieems to allude when he says, Deum JndsBorum esse Jovem,** that 
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founded on the name of Jesus Ohrirt : virtae is its aim, 
the glory of God ita object, and the eternal wel£ure of 
man ia considerad in every point, part, or letter of its 
ineffiible mysteries* 

I 

Jaoe was the God of tiie Jews, as St. Anstb alleges out of bim. 
The Moon likewise oaUad God Juba or Jubah ; aod the Mahomedana, 
llbm which, with thinn, mgm&^B the same B^Jthnmlh i-e-* Htvhou. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE MBCHANI8M OP MA80NBT 18 STMBOtlOAl* OF IT0 
CONN90TION WITH THB CHRISTIAN RBLiaiON. 

I BNTBR on the subject-matter of this chapter with 
extreme circumspection, aware that the nature of our 

Peculiar ceremoities cannot be exhibited in a priirted form, 
he meagre outline only of masonic mechanism can be 
described, and that with the utmost care and delicacy; 
and therefore, if this division of m^ subject should £ul to 
produce the same degree of conviction, which I flatter 
myself must have attended the- preceding, it will not 
be attributable to the inadequacy of its merits, because 
our mechanism is tha sacred fountain whence the stream 
of its morality flows, but from the contracted limits by 
which the argument must be necessarily bounded. 1 
shall perhaps, however, be able to show, even from the 
scanty use of these forbidden materials, that Masonry is 
a religious institution; for each individual ceremony. 



alone, is still a star which sheds its lustre on religion, and 
the whole united system is a bright and burning constel- 
lation, which blazes amidst the darkness with unfading 
splendour, and proclaims with the voice of angels. Glory 
to God, peace on earth, good-will towards men! — So 
mote it be. 

The first important act which takes place at the estab- 
lishment of a masonic lodge, is the business of dedication 
and consecration. This act is a solemn appropriation of 
Masonry to God ;, as the lodge is, at the same time, 
inscribed to St. John the Evangelist, who finished by his 
learning what the Baptist began by his zeal ; and these 
are the two burning and shining Lights on earth, which 
illuminate our journey as we travel on to attain the 
third Great Light in heaven. 

The ceremonies which are technically termed opening 



how insignificant soever 
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and closing ^ the lodge, come next to be spoken of. These 
are solemn rites and derive their excellence from the 
name of that Being whose blessing is invoked, and whose 
assistance is humbly supplicated, before we can engage in 
any of the important business of Masonry with a rational 
hope of success. After the lodge is closed, the Brethren 
are dismissed with a prater of gratitude, as the incense 
of an evening sacrifice, for the protection afforded by the 
great Author of Good, not only to the few i&dividuals 
present, but to the Fraternity at large, wheresoever dis- 
persed under the wide and lofty canopy of heaven. 

The Lodffe being opened with solemn prayer, and im- 
pressed with the conviction that the All-^ng Eye above 
observes and notes our actions, we proceed to the initia- 
tion of candidates by progressive steps or degrees. This 
plan of gradual admission to our privileges is sanctioned 
by the practice of every system of true religion which 
has flourished in the world. The patriarchal scheme 
had its three seperate degrees of perfection. The Jews 
had their three sorts of proselytes, and three orders of 
the priesthood; and the early Christians their Rulers, 
Believers and Catechumens, each, corresponding with the 



The admission into the first degree is on a certain text 
of Scripture, sanctified by a firm reliance on the protec- 
tion of God. The reception is by prayer; the candidate 
is bound by solemn obligations to keep faith with his 
Brethren and the xUvmincuim is performed in the name 

^ For a defloription of these eeremonieB, vide Preston's BlostnitioQS, 
Book 2, Sec. 6. 

' The oaths of ancient nations di^red in their nature and tendency. 
A most solemn oath was confirmed by an appeal to Japiter, or any 
other .celestial god: but on ordinary occasions they swore by the 
Hying or the dead ; by their hands, feet, or head ; by the thi^ which 
was an emblem of Noah's ark ; by these members in any otiier per- 
son : and an oath sanctified by an appeal to the head of a king, or a 
hero, was considered most solemn and binding ; for the head being 
esteemed the seat of reason, it was decided impious to violato a delibe- 
nte appeal to so noUe a part of the human mune. Seme think the 
appeal was made to the head because it was the symbol of health, 
nfiie soldier, the artificer, the husbandman, each swore by an imple- 
ment of his (falling. 

These oaths were yarionsly confirmed : by lifting up the hands to 
heayen, by plaoinff them on the altar, or on a stone, or in the hands 
of the person admmistoring the oath, &o. ; and a most solenm method 
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of the Divinity. The aepiiant, with his &ce to the East, 
fancies he heholds, in snccession, the place where Adam 
enjoyed the happiest period of hia existence; the place 
where Christianity was revealed to man; the place 
where the star proclaimed the birth of Jesns ; the place 
where Christ was crucified; and the place where he 
ascended into heaven. The East was always accounted 
holy;^ and hence, our Saviour was termed ob;[bns, from 

of oonfinning an oath was hyptaeing a drawn sword aerois itke throat 
of ibe person to whoQi it was administered, and inyoking heaven, 
eartiu and sea, to witness the ratification. It was yeiy nsoal," 
says Potter, {Arch. Chraec, c. 2, ^ 6,) **to add a solemn imprecation 
to their oaths, either for the satis£EU)tion of the person bj whom the 
oath was imposed, or to lay a more inyiolable obligation on themselves, 
lest they shoold at any time repent of their purpose, and take con- 
trary maasures te what they then resolved npon.*' And the same 
author ^ves the following examples. 

This penalty is taken from Sophocles : 

Cnrses attend yon if e'er false you prove; 

Tour days in bitter sorrows may you live. 

And when Fate calls (but may that lingering come !) 

May your dead corpse no Jit interment find,** dec. 

And this from Homer : 

While streams of pour'd-out wine dye all the way, 

Thus they address the gods — 

* Qreatf Mighty Jove, and all ye Powers divine. 

Whose justice suffers no unpunished sin, 

Bear witness to the solemn vows we make. 

And grant the party which them first shall break, 

Whoe'er it be, as now the ground wine stains, 

May so o'erspread it with Sieir dashed-out Inrains.' " 

The memory of a great and good man was, in ancient times, dis- 
tinguished with a splendid funeral, and a tumulus of extraordhiary 
magnitude, surmounted by a pillar, on which the nabie and good 
queuities of the deceased were usually inscribed ; whilst <nriminals, or 
pexjured persons, were denied the rights of sepulture ; and as an 
eternal mark of disgrace and infiEuny, their bodies were oast into the 
ground unbumt, and thus exposed to putrefaction ; a oahunitr more 
dreaded than death itself, their bowels being first taken out and burnt, 
and the ashes scattered to the four winds of heaven, 

' The East was considered a fortunate quarter by all the world. 



to mankind from that part of the heavens ; and the West unfortunate, 
because of the Sun's departure. The Scholiast upon Sophocles 
(Ajaoe. v., L 84) says that the right hand, or the East, signifies Pru 



because of the light, heat and vij 
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an impression of the superior sanctity of his person.* A 
white apron, made of tne purest lamb-skin, is presented 
to him, whidi, he is told, derives its distinction from the 
purity of its colour^ enablematical of innocence ; which 
IS an affection of the mind that all human honours are 
ineffectual to bestow. But it possesses a still higher and 
more glorious reference ; it is a symbol of the innocence 
and perfection of the Christian life, which makes the 
Lamb without spot^ a model for its imitation, and looks to 
Aiturity for a crown o£ glory and a sceptre of peace. The 
early catechumens, when they were admitted to the first 
degree of Christianity, were invested with a white gar- 
ment, accompanied by this solemn charge : Receive the 
white and undefiled garment, and produce it without spot 
before the tribunal of our Lord J esus Christ, that you 
may obtain eternal life." And this is made a distinguish- 
ed reward, even to the saints in heaven,'^ for their success 
in combating the three great earthly powers, the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. 

The candidate is taken by the right hand, as a proof of 
friendship and faithfulness ; for the right hand was always 
esteemed an eminent symbol of fidelity. In all compacts 

denoe, and the left hand, or West, Folly. A^Una^a pi nuXtuol ra 
um^a inaXafv, de^ia Se ra awercL 

All omens were deemed propitious which appeared in the East, and 
the contrary if exhibited in the West. 

I am told by a learned friend,'' sa^s Sir Jol^l Malcolm, in hia 
History of Persia, (o. 7,) **that tibe Hebrew term for bast, means 
before ; west, behind ; south, the right, and the north, obscure or 
concealed. The three first of these terms denote the position of an 
adorer of the sun; the last describes the {^arAm/^^^ with which die first 
inhabitants of the earth believed the northern part of the globe to be 
enveloped." 

* The East or dayspiing — Oriens, Ayaxolti, was a term used to 
designate the Redeemer of mankind. In the application of this word, 
some distinotions have been made, ano arar'ottov, means firom the 
East; by avaroXcU, the rising of stars in general is signified; and by 
17 araroLj, the risin^^ of a particular star in the East. Asfoxohj, how- 
ever, with the Cabidists, denoted the eternal Wisdom of Chd ; which 
is, indeed, the same as tht eterjud Word of God, or Christ. And 
thus the Fathers, when they prayed, turned their eyes towards the 
Easti or in other words, toward tne Saviour, who was crucified with 
his face toward the West Clemens Alexandrinus says, we pray 
toward the East, jt^oe ttjv aaf&tnp^ avarolrj cu evxcu ; and gives as a 
reason for the costom, that the East is the birth of the day, and the 
source of li^ht, yeved'Xiov T^fu^txe aixtov ^ avaTokq. 

• Bev. 0. lii., v. 5. 
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and agreements it was usual to take each other by the 
right handy that being the manner of plighting faith ; 
and this was done, either out of the respect they had to 
the number ten, as some say, there being ten fingers in 
the two hands; or because such a conjunction was a 
token of amity and concord; whence, at all firiendly 
meetings, they joined hands, as a design of the union of 
their souls ; and the right hand seems to have been used s 
rather than the left, because it was more Honourable, as 
being the instrument by which superiors give commands 
to those below them ; whence Crinagoras, in an epigram, 
saith, it was impossible that all the enemies in the world 
should ever prevail against Rome, 

While godlike CaBsar shall a right hand have 
Fit for command."' 

The aspirant is then shown the three greater and Imer 
lights of Masonry;^ the former as rules of faith and 
praotice, and the latter to express the regularity and 
usefulness of the creatures which God has graciously 
formed for the use of man.^ The form and dimentwm of 
the lodge now engage his attention, while he is taught 
the invaluable lessons which they inculcate.^ *^When 

« Potter's Arch. GrsBC, 1. 2, c. 6. 
" As the golden candlestiok,** says Hutohinson, ** in the Taber- 
nacle of Moses, was at once emblematical of the Spirit of Gk)d, 
whereby his chosen people were enlightened, and prophetical of the 
churches ; or otherwise, as Josephus says, representative of the 
planets and the powerfol works of God ; so our Three Lights show 
to us the three great stages of Masonry, the knowledge and worship 
of the God of Nature in the purity of Eden, the service under the 
Mosaic law, when divested of idolatry, and the Christian revelation. 
Or otherwise, our Lights are typical of the Holy Trinity." 

' The Sun, the Moon, and the Master of the Lodge. The Son, as 
the ruler of the day ; the Moon, as the silver queen of night ; the 
regolarity of whose appearances, with the uniform course of the Sun, 
converts them into parts of a triangular type, which is completed by 
the addition of the W. M., whose stated periods of attendance to 
discharge the important duties of his office, ought to be formed on 
the model of those two luminaries, never deviating, but always punc- 
tual and correct. 

' The form of the lodge is an oblong square, or double cube, of 
extensive dimensions. The double cube was esteemed sacred all 
over the world, as an expressive emblem of the powers of light and 
darkness, proceeding ^m the chaotic egg. The Chinese adored the 
Divinity under this form ; and the inhabitants of Stony Arabia wor. 
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we look into a Masons' lodge, we behold it extending from 
the heavens to the centre of the earth. High as the heavens, 
we behold E[im who is the manager of all creation, in 
the exercise of his wisdom and power. Deeper than 
hell, we see him carrying on reaemption, beyond the 
narrow limits of all human jjhilanthropy, saving not only 
a part, but the whole : saying unto Death, ^ I will be 
thy plaguea and unto hell, * I will be thy destruction 
breaking all its massy doors, and setting its despairing 
prisoners free. Look we from the East to the Westf from 
the North to the Souths we see the seasons roll their usual 
round of uninterrupted variety. First comes smiling 
Spring in all her tender softness ; the fostering sun, the 
moistening shower, all the pleasing promises of plenty. 
Next shoots the Summer's sun in full perfection, to bless 
the ripening year; which Autumn, with her full-fed 
fatness, showers upon the earth for man's eqjoyment; 
and even when surly Winter blows, we lose its essence 
of intention, if, even in that inclement moment, we ever 
lose sight of a God of Z#o»c."^® 

There are innumerable ceremonies attached to this 
degree, which have a similar reference, but I am with- 
held from introducing them here, for obvious reasons ; 
but it will be plainly perceived that they are calculated 
to promote the glory of God, as well as the happiness of 
man, from the specimen already given ; for they leave an 
impression of peculiar solemnity on the candidate's mind, 
which is seldom effaced to the latest hour of his existence. 
Our ceremonies embrace such a wide extent of illustra- 
tion, that their full import cannot be wholly developed 
within the limits of a single lecture : much appropriation 
of talent, and much deliberate investigation, must be 
used by the Mason who would become master of the 
science, or even elucidate the hidden meaning of all our 
forms, symbols, and ceremonies. The comprehensive 
nature of Masonry affords full scope to exercise the abili- 

•hipped a blaok oubical stone. The oraole at Delpbos recommended 
dottluhig the oubical altar of Apollo as a means of stopping a destrao- 
tiye pestilence which raged amongst the people ; and even the true 
religion had its cubical idtars, by uie express direction of God him- 
self; for the ark and the altar of incense were double cubes. {Exod. 
o. zxxvii., 1, 25.) 
Inwood. 
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ties of any friend of scientific research; while all its 
illustrations are accompanied with a warm glow of devo- 
tion which will penetrate the most indolent, and make 
him feel and acknowledge his dependence on the gracious 
Author of his being. 

Masonry, like all other sciences, cannot be attained 
without assiduous and diligent labour ; for the signs and 
tokens of external communication are but the keys of the 
cabinet in which all our valuable knowledge is stored 
up. Without initiation, this knowledge is unattainable ; 
and initiation, without subsequent research, is an acqui- 
sition which can scarcely be pronounced desirable ; but 
he who uses the keys of our treasure with freedom^ fer-, 
vency, and zeal ; or, m the language of Masonry, he who 
keeps them highly polished with chalky charcoal^ and clay^ * 
will find a precious jewel at every step he takes ; and 
while he presses on with ardour in the pursuit of know- 
ledge and virtue, he may be certain of attaining the rich 
prize he has in view. 

The Fellow Craft, like the entered Apprentice, is 
admitted in the name of God ; and is received and con- 
secrated by prayer. He enters between the two great 
pillars, wWcn are emblems of the strength of mind and 
stability of disposition which he must display in his new 
character as a Mason ; not only to promote his own ulti- 
mate benefit, but that the Order in which he has enrolled 
himself may not be exposed to public censure from the 
licentiousness of his propensities, or the irregularity of 
his conduct. Before he can participate in the privileges 
of this degree, the candidate must ascend a winding stair- 
case, after having safely passed the pillars of strength 
and stability. This staircase consists of eleven steps, and 
Jive divisions. As he ascends the first step he is taught 
the unity of the Godhead, who created the world by nis 
power and governs it by his wisdom and justice. At the 
third step he is reminded that this one sacred Being com- 
prehends three distinct persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. He is instructed also in the nature of 
the three dispensations, the Patriarchal, the Jewish and 
the Christian. At the fifth step his progress is Again 
arrested to explain the goodness of Providence in man's 
behalf, by the distribution of the five external senses; 
hearing, seeing, feeling, tasting, and smelling; all of 
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which he has also bestowed on the brutes ; but to stamp 
a decided ascendancy on the lord of the creation, he en- 
dowed' him with the attribute of reason, that he might 
be enabled to convert the gifts of Heaven to his own 
eternal welfare. Hence the necessity of a diligent appli- 
cation of his inestimable present, to the service equally 
of such human sciences as are placed by the Almighty 
within the reach of his capacity, and of the study of 
religion, and the worship of God. To keep the reason- 
ing Taculty in exercise, tne five noble orders of architec- 
ture are proposed as subjects of contemplation and 
research ; and this being a progressive study, if carried 
to perfection, will fill the nund with lofty and compre- 
hensive ideas of God and his works. Here, too, the 
candidate is reminded of the five remarkable points in the 
ever-blessed career of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
A regular series of consequences, afiecting our temporal 
and eternal welfare, are deduced from his birth, his life, 
his death, his resurrection, and his ascension. Bending 
in reverence before the awful subject, the candidate pro- 
ceeds to the seventh}^ step, where his instructor points out 
the seven liberal sciences as objects of his rational ambi- 
tion; and acquaints him that a perfect knowledge of 
grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, 
and astronomy, will lead him 'Hhrouffh Nature up to 
Nature's God," and elevate his mind to the contemplation 

^ The number seven has been considered, in evei^ age of the 
world, as possessing extraordinary qualities; and this belief was 
most probably derived from the creation being completed in seven 
days. The patriarchal sacrifices were usually olfered by sevens ; and 
the number of many things recorded in the Apocalypse are seven. 
This number, among the Cabalists, denoted universality ; and amongst 
the Pythagoreans it was termed oed'aafiov ailos, UDorthy of veneration. 
They pronounced it perfect, and most fit for religious purposes. 
And Bishop Horsley says, I am persuaded that the choice of the 
somber seven was a solemn and significaut appropriation of the o£fer- 
ings of the Supreme God, the Maker of the world." ( Dis, on Proph,) 

On the seventh day of each lunar month in Greece, says Arch- 
bishop Potter, was a ^stival in honour of Apollo, to whom all seventh 
days were sacred ; because one of them was his birthday, whence he 
was sometimes called EfiBo/uaxnnjs. The story we havA in Hesod : 

. . . . " the seventh day is sacred, 
'Cause Phoebus then was of Latona bom." 
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of heavenly things ; preparing him, by gradual approach- 
es to perfection here, for a full display of hsfat and 
knowledge in a future state. When the candidate has 
arrived at the summit of the winding staircase, by as- 
cending the eleventh step, he is reminded of the miraculous 
preservation of Joseph, who preceded his eleven brethren 
mto Egypt under the direction of God, that he might be 
the means of preserving his whole race from the effects 
of the seven years' famine, which raged with unaccus- 
tomed violence throughout all the East. Hei is further 
put in mind of the treachery of Judas Iscariot, who 
Betrayed his Master ; and being seized with an agonizing 
remorse of conscience, which rendered life insupportable, 
he violently terminated his own existence, and reduced 
the number of Apostles to eleven. The closely-tiled 
door of the middle chamber then gives way at his word, 
and he enters to behold the superb illumination of that 
blazing central star, which refers to the Gk)d of his 
creation ; and the mystical application of the successive 
numbers of 3, 6, 7, and 11, is explained to signify the 
Great Jehovah, who is so brilliantly represented in the 
chamber to which that staircase leads; for in the Hebrew 
notation, I represents^lO, the sum of 7+3, A 5, and H 11. 

A certain part of the mechanism attached to this 
degree cannot be exposed ; in fact, it requires years and 
experience, patient industrv and laborious toil to become 
acquainted with all the subjects embraced by this com- 

Erehensive step ; and he whose various talent shall allow 
im to conquer all the impediments opposed to his 
advancement in the knowledge of Fellow-craft Masonry, 
will be eminently entitled to the honourable distinction 
of a master of science, and a perfect moralist. 

The ceremonies of the third degree are introduced by 
a prayer expressive of the feeble and inefficient nature of 
-nan without the blessing of God's assistance ; and the 
duration of that eternity to which death is the avenue, 
is depicted by circura ambulation. The candidate is bur- 
e. thened with ceremonies, to denote the galling nature of 
the Jewish dispensation, even when at its highest stage 
of perfection. The surrounding idolaters, envying pri- 
vileges which appeared to insure the favour of the Deity, 
determined to become possessed of these invaluable 
secrets, or to extirpate tne Jewish nation. The Jews, 
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refusing to abandon their religion to the profanations of 
idolatry, finally suffered a moral death in the extermina- 



rians, the ChaldeaQS, and the Romans. The first blow 
which this dispensation received, was inflicted by 
Shalmanexer, who carried the ten tribes into captivity, 
from which they never returned. The* second blow was 
still more severe. It was inflicted by Nebuchadnezzar, 
who utterly destroyed their city and temple, and carried 
the two cemaining tribes to Babylon. Weakened, but 
not destroyed by these attacks, they rebuilt their temple, 
and assumed the semblance of their former system of 
worship, though much deteriorated, from the loss of many 
valuable privileges. At length came the ruffian band, 
more determined than either of the former, under the 
command of Herod, who gave the death blow to their civil 
and religious liberties by the conquest of Jerusalem, 
and the reduction of Judea to the state of a Roman 

{)rovince, over which this tyrant, not of their own regal 
ine, nor even a Jew, was appointed king. The old law 
was now deady and was become perfect rottenness; her 
tomb vxis, in the rubbish and filth caM forth of the temple^ and 
acacia wove iis branches over her monjment. They attempted 
to raise her from the dead, but she fell from their ^a>sp, a mass 
of putrefaction; until at length the resurrection of Jesus 
cemented the bands of Christian fellowship, and formed 
an indissoluble chain of connection, of whicn Christianity 
was the basis, amongst all mankind who were inclined to 
comply with the terms of initiation into the covenant of 
grace. 

Here then the perfected Mason feels and acknowledges 
the power oY Religion over the soul, by a full and striking 
proof of that resurrection from the dead, which is the 
precursor to"^ new accession of light and knowledge, 
that bursts upon him like an ethereal flood, and leaves 
him astonished at his own acquisitions. 

The symbols, the tokens, the landmarks of the Order, 
are now fully entrusted to his care ; but, lest he should 
be too highly elated by his newly-acquired privileges, a 
most solemn charge is delivered, reminding him, that 
though he is now ranked with those distinguished few to 
whom the appellation of Master-Mason may with pro- 
priety be applied, yet he is still, in the sight of God, only 




The three assassins were the Assy- 
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a weak and fallible mortal ; that death may in an incrtant 
deprive him of that knowledge which it is his province 
to miprove ; and that the talent committed to his charge 
cannot, ^thout danger, be hid in a napkin, but must be 
profitably and actively .employed to the salvation of his 
soul. 

Thus is the mechanism of three degrees of Masonry 
most admirably constructed to enforce the great truths of 
morality and Religion ; and I see not how it can fail to 
produce that salutary impression on every mind, except 
it be distorted by innovations, prostituted by a deviation 
from the ancient landmarks, and thus converted into the 
mere shibboleth of a sect or party. But Masonry, in its 
broad and permanent acceptation, is the handmaid of 
Religion ; and if practised with this fundamental princi- 
ple in view, may assist us in profitably running our race 
on earth, that at the final consummation of all things we 
may receive the reward of our faith, even a joyful exal- 
tation to the blessed mansions of eternal felicity* 
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